IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE 


MERCIFUL AND COMPASSIONATE 

IN ORDER TO HAVE A SUCCINT INFORMATION REGARDING AFGHANISTAN AND GETTING 
FAMILIAR WITH THE EVENTS, EVEN AT A SUPERFICIAL LEVEL, IT IS DEEMED NECESSARY 
TO PRESENT SOME INFORMATIVE FACTS, BEYOND WHAT IS CONTAINED IN THE FACTS AND 
DOCUMENTS OF THE PRESENT BOOK. THE MOST ESSENTIAL OF THESE ARE GEROCRAPHIC 
DATA AND A GLIMPSE OF THE HISTORY OF THIS COUNTRY. 

AS REGARDS THE POLITICAL CONOTATIONS OF THE EVENTS IN VIEW OF THE 
LIMITATIONS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE DOCUMENTS IT WOULD BE TRIED TO 
REFRAIN FROM GOING BEYOND THOSE LIMITATIONS AND CONCENTRATE ON THE DOCUMENTS 
THEMSELVES. 


GEOGRAPHIC DATA ABOUT AFGHANISTAN: 

AFGHANISTAN IS A COUNTRY IN CENTRAL ASIA WITH A POPULATION OF 22 MILLIONS 
BOUNDED IN THE NORTH BY THE SOVIET UNION AND THE WEST BY IRAN, ON THE EAST AND 
SOUTH BY PAKISTAN, AND ON* THE NORTH EAST BY CHINA. ALTHOUG A LANDLOCKED 
COUNTRY BECAUSE OF COMMON BORDERS WITH PAKISTAN AND IRANIAN BALUCHESTAN, 
AFGHANISTAN CAN SERVE AS A MEANS OF ACCESS BY THE SOVIET UNION TO THE WARM 
WATERS OF THE SOUTH AND THE INDIAN OCEAN. THES ACCESS OF THE SOVIET TO THE 
INDIAN OCEAN CONSTITUTES ONE OF THE LONG TERM STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES OF THE 
SOVIET UNION SINCE THE CZARIST PERIOD. TOnAY, BECAUSE OF THE PRESENT CIRCU- 
MSTANCES, THIS QUESTION HAS ACQUIRED A CERTAIN SIGNIFICANCE. 

AFGHANISTAN'S ECONOMY IS MOSTLY DEPENDENT UPON AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK 
BREEDING. THERE ARE ALSO RESOURCES LIKE GAS, OIL, IRON, COPPER, COAL, 

URANIUM AND PRECIOUS STONES , WHICH, BECAUSE OF PENURY OF CAPITAL AND TECHNOL - 
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[OGICAL KNOW-HOW, ARE NOT EXPLOITED. ONLY JACENTH AND NATURAL GAS ARE AMONG 

I 

1 ITEMS OF AFGHANISTAN'S EXPORT. 
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85 PERCENT OF AFGHANISTAN'S POPULATION ARE PEASANTS AND LIVE IN 
POVERTY. THIS FACT, PLUS THE FEUDAL SYSTEM OF THE COUNTRY AND THE GROWTH 
OF THE POWER OF FEUDALS ARISING FROM THE COLONIAL POLICIES OF THE PAST, HAS 
DEPRIVED THE PEASANTS FROM THE MOST PRIMITIVE MEANS OF WELFARE. 

BECAUSE OF THE ILLITERACY OF 98 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION AND THE LOW 
LEVEL OF CULTURE , AND LACK OF POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS CONSCIOUSNESS AS 
WELL AS THE HETEROGENEOUS NATURE OF THE ETHNIC STRUCTURE OF AFGHANISTAN 
PASHTUOS, TAGIKS ,HAZAREIS , OUZBAKS, TURCOMANS, GHORISTANIS , BALUCHIES, ETC), 
TENDENCIES OF RACIAL AND ETHNIC SUPERIORITY HAVE DEVELOPED IN THE COUNTRY, 
BECAUSE OF WHICH THERE HAVE BEEN CONFILICTS IN VARIOUS PERIODS. THIS 
TENDENCY HAS VERY OFTEN SERVED AS A POWERFUL WEAPON IN THE HANDS OF COLONI- 
ALIST POWERS TO PENETRATE IN THE AFGHAN SOIL. THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY 
OF "GANDOMAK” BETWEEN THE AMIR OF PASHTOUS ( EMIR MOHAMAD YAEGHOOB KHAN) AND 
THE BRITISH, OR THE SINISTER TREATY OF " DORAND" BETWEEN EMIR ABDUL RAHMAN 
KHAN AND THE BRITISH IN 1839, ARE IN THEMSELVES A CLEAR EVIDENCE OF THE MANY 
IN WHICH THE COLONIALISTS TOOK ADVANTAGE OF RACIAL CONFLICTS IN AFGHNISTAN . 
UNFORTUNATETY , DESPITE THE HEAVY BLOWS SUFFERED BY THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
AS A RESULT OF RACIAL AND ETHNIC DIFFERENCES, THE AFGHAN PEOPLE ARE STILL 
AFFLICTED BY THEESE DIFFERENCES AND EVEN THE FORMATION OF GROUPINGS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE RACIAL OR LANGUAGE AFFINITIES AS MOTIVE. THIS FACTOR 
APPEARS ALSO AMONG MARXIST GROUPINGS. FOR INSTANCE THE KHALG GROUP AND 
THE PARCHAM GROUP, WHICH ARE BOTH MARXIST AND ASSOCIATED WITH THE RUSSIANS, 
HAVE ALWAYS STOOD AGAINST EACH OTHER, AND EXTERMINATING EACH OTHER (MOST 
PASHTU SPEAKING MARXISTS ARE IN THE KHALG PARTY AND MOST PERSIAN MARXISTS 
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HAVE BEEN IN THE FARCHAM PARTY) . THE DOMINATION OF THE COLONIAL SYSTEMS 
HAS NOT ONLY DEVELOPED RACIALIST TENDENCIES EXPLOITING THEM IN THEIR OWN 
BENEFIT, BUT HAVE TRIED TO DISTORT AND DISCREDIT ISLAM AND RELIGIOUS 
BELEIFS AND HAVE ENCOURAGED THIS ISLAMIC NATION TO JUSTIFY THE CORRUPT 
REGIMES THAT HAVE ANTI- ISLAMIC TENDENCIES. HOWEVER, DESLITE ALL THESE 
EFFORTS OF THE COLONIALISTS TO DESTROY THEIR CULTURE AND HISTORY AND 
DISCREDIT AND DISTORT ISLAM, THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN HAVE PRESERVED 
THEIR RELIGIOUS ZEAL AND THEIR SPIRIT OF OPPOSITION AGAINST FOREIGN 
DOMINATION . THIS VERY VIRTUE OF THEIRS HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEFEAT 
OF THE BRITISH IN THE YEARS 1829 AND 1879 AND WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
FAILURE OF THE SOVIETS IN AFGHANISTAN. 

THE RULING REGIMES OF AFGHANISTAN 

FROM ZAHER SHAH TO AMIN 

ON THE STRENGTH OF THE EXISTING DOCUMENTS IN THIS BOOK, ALTHOUGH WE 
DO NOT POSSESS ANY INDEPENDENT DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE MANNER IN WHICH 
ZAHER SHAH RULED IN HIS COUNTRY FOR 20 YEARS, HOWEVER, ON THE EXPERIENCE 
OF OUR PEOPLE DURING THE FIFTY YEARS OF DICTATORIAL RULE OF THE PAH LAV I 
DYNASTY, AND ON THE BASIS OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PARAMETERS WHICH MOHAM- 
AD REZA ENJOYED AND ZAHER SHAH LACKED THEM, IT CAN WELL BE SUPPOSED WHAT 
THE AFGHAN PEOPLE HAD SUFFERED DURING THIS PERIOD. 40 YEARS OF RULE BY 
ZAHER SHAH AND COLLABORATION WITH COLON IALISTIC POLICIES OF THE BRITISH 
AND THE U.S., HAS BROUGHT NOTHING BUT IGNORANCE, POVERTY AND THE PILLAY- 
ING OF AFGHANISTAN'S RECOURCES . 

THE REPUBLICAN RULE-; 

THE INCREASE OF THE INFLUENCE OF THE WEST AND THE BLACKING OF THE 
MOVEMENTS OF TOE MARXIST GROUPS AS A RESULT OF THE DEVELOPMENT AND 
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EXPANSION CF THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT IN MOST CENTERS AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTES, 
URGED THE RUSSIANS TO ELIMINATE ZAHER SHAH AND REPLACE HIM BY A PERSON WHO 
WOULD BE ABI^TO affllU^TIffi SOVIET^IOTTJUENei^IN AFGHANISTAN. 

THUS, IN THE BEGINING HOURS OF 17TH JULY, 1973 (26TH TIR1354) , SARDAR 
DAVOCD, FORMER PRIME MINISTER AND ZAHER SHAH'S BROTHER-IN-LAW AND A POT- 
ENTIAL DICTATOR CAME TO POWER THROUGH A MILITARY COUP, WITHOUT ANY BLOOD- 
SHED. NOW, AS TO WHETHER THE SOVIETS WERE INVOLVED IN THIS .COUP, OR 
NOT, IT SHOUII) BE >^®ITiai®^nfflP^THEI«E WERE 200 TECHNICIANS AND MILITARY 
ADVISERS FROM THE SOVIET UNION, MANY OF WHOM WORKED WITH THE ARMY UNITS, 
THE BASES FOR THE COUP. ANY HOW, DAVOOD WENT INTO ACTION IN ORDER TO 
MODERNIZE THE COUNTRY AND IMPROVE THE ECONOMIC SITUATION AND MATERIALIZE 
THE SOVIET AMBITIONS. AMONG THE REFORMS INTRODUCED WAS THE ABROGATION 
OF THE NECCESSITY FOR WOMEN TO PUT ON VEILS, AND THAT OF SEEKING HELPS 
FROM THE RUSSIAN IN THE MILITARY AND ECONOMIC FIEIDS . DAVOOD 'S PURPOSE 
IN LIGHTING HIS AMERICAN CIGARETTE WITH SOVIET MATCHES ( DAVOOD HAD SAID 
HE WOULD BE MORE DELIGHTED IF HE COULD LIGHT HIS AMERICAN CIGARETTE WITH 
RUSSIAN MATCHES) LED HIM TO LIGHTING AMERICAN CIGARETTE WITH AMERICAN 
MATCHES. 

DAVOOD 1 S COURSE OF ACTION DROVE HIM MORE AND MORE TOWARDS THE AMER- 
RICANS AND LED HIM AWAY FROM THE RUSSIANS. THIS TENDENCY ADVANCED TO A 
DEGREE THAT HE ACCEPTED PRESIDENT CARTER'S INVITATION TO VISIT U.S.A. 

IN THE SUMMER OF 1978. DOCUMENT NO. 2 IS A CLEAR EVIDENCE OF DAVOCD’ S 
ORIENTATIONS TOWARDS THE AMERICANS. DAVOOD 'S POSTURE IN FOREIGN POLICY 
IN CONTINUING FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN AND IRAN, AND HIS DEXTER- 
OUS APPROACH { NATURALLY AS SEEN BY THE AMERICANS ) TOWARD THE RUSSIANS , 
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LED THE AMERICANS TO DECLARE i " PRESIDENT DAVOOD ALSO MADE SIGNIFICIANT 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO FULFILL ANOTHER PRINCIPAL U.S. OBJECTIVE IN ORDER 

TO SUPPORT AFGHANISTAN'S EFFORTS TO PRESERVE THE LARGEST POSSIBLE DEGREE 
OF INDEPENDANCE FROM SOVIET PRESSURES WHICH IS THE PRINCIPAL IMPOLICY GOAL 
HERE, WE CONTINUE TO DEMONSTRATE OUR FRIENDLY AND TANGIBLE INTEREST THR- 
OUGH A VISIBLE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN THIS COUNTRY." {DOCUMENT NO. 2) 

OF COURSE IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE STABILITY OF THE REGION, AS 
MENTIONED BY THE AMERICANS IS TO MEAN THE DEATHLY SILENCE OF THE REGION, 
UNDER WHICH THEY CAN COSILY PILLAGE THEIR RESOURCES OF THESE COUNTRIES 
AND SUBJUGATE THEM, AND NOT A STABILITY WHICH IS DIRECTED TOWARD THE IN- 
DEPENDENCE AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF THE COUNTRIES IN THE REGION. 

DAVOOD CONTRIBUTED MUCH TOWARDS THE OBJECTIVES OF THE UNITED STATES 
THAT IS, THE STABILITY OF TOE REGION (NAMELY : SILENCE IN THE FACE OF THE 
PILLAGING OF HTELR RESOURCE) , AND REDUCTION OF SOVIET INFLUENCE IN AFG- 
HANISTAN, WHICH DID NOT PLEASE THE SOVIET. THUS THE COUP D,ETAT TOOK 
PLACE ON 27TH APRIL, 1978 WHICH MEANT THAT THE SOVIETS HAD ATTAINED THEIR 
OBJECTIVE IN BRINGING TO POWER OF THE DAVOOD' S REGIME AND THAT CONSISTED 
IN CARRYING THE KHALG PARTY TOWARDS POWER. 

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC: 

THE SOVIETS, IN PURSUANCE OF THEIR POLICIES TO PROTECT THEIR INTER- 
ESTS AND DOMINATION IN AFGHANISTAN, CONSIDERED IT PROPER TO BRING A SYSTEM 
INTO POWER, WHICH WOULD BE ATTACHED TO THEM IN EVERY RESPECT AND NO OTHER 
GROUP BUT THE KHALG PARTY WAS IMAGINABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE. THUS, THE 
MOST SUBSERVIENT GROUP TO THE SOVIETS IN AFGHANISTAN CAME TO POWER EITHER 
WITH THE DIRECT OR INDIRECT INVOLVEMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION . TARAKI'S 
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MENTALITY AND RECORD AND THOSE OF HIS ADHERENTS AND THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO 
SOVIET POLICIES DURING THE RULE OF TARAKI OVER AFGHANISTAN, ON THE OTHER 
HAND, DEMONSTRATED THE EXTENT OF SOVIET INFLUENCE IN THE COUP OF 27TH 
APRIL. 

THE NON-ALIGNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN IN REF- 
USING AID FROM ANY COUNTRY WITH IMPERIALIST NATURE, OR ANY NON- IMPERIA- 
LIST COUNTRY, AND THE NUMEROUS CONTACTS WITH THE U.S. AMBASSADORS DURI- 
ING TARAKI 'S RULE OVER AFGHANISTAN IS A QUESTION THAT SHOULD BE EXPLAI- 
NED IN REVIEWING THE APPROACHES OF THE SOVIET AND AMERICANS WITH THIS 
COUNTRY, WHICH IS NOT DETACHED FROM THE POLICIES OF THIS COUNTRY. 

TARAKI ENCOUNTERED MANY DIFFICULTIES ON THE PART OF THE MOSLEM 
MOVEMENTS IN IMPLEMENTING RUSSIA, S ORDERS, AS IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO 
ENSURE SOVIET INTERESTS UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES . THAT IS WHY HE PROCEEDED 
WITH IMPLEMENTING A SERIES OF POLITICAL ACTIONS TO PROTECT THEIR INTERESTS, 
ALL OF WHICH, WERE INTRODUCED UNDER THE COVER OF PRESERVING THE ACHIEVEM- 
ENTS OF THE REVOLUTION OF 7TH THAUR, (27TH APRIL) AND DEFENSE OF THE 
REVOLUTION . THE ADOPTION OF THESE POLITICAL MEASURES BY THE RUSSIANS, 
WHICH WOULD END IN THE ASSASSINATION OF AMIN, AND WOULD RESULT IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF DISSENSIONS IN THE VERY MIDST OF THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 
KHALG PARTY OVER THE ADOPTION OF MEASURES TO COPE WITH DIFFICULTIES, 

LED TO THE ASSASSINATION OF TARAKI ( THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO THE 
ASSASSINATION OF TARAKI, AND WHETHER THE RUSSIANS WERE INFORMED OF THE 
EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF TARAKI’ S VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION TWO DAYS BEFORE 
THE COUP, AND HIS RECEIPT OF THE TITLE OF " FATHER OF REVOLUTION" FROM 
LEONID BREZHNEV ARE UNKNOWN TO US) . AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF TARAKI 

AND COMING TO POWER OF AMIN, THE SOVIET UNION CONTINUED SUPPORTING AMIN. 
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WHAT HAPPENED TO THE AFGHAN PEOPLE DURING THE RULE OF THE 
KHALG PARTY WAS NOTHING BUT UPHEAVALS, POVERTY, REPRESSION, 
MURDER AND TAKING REFUGE OF ABOUT ONE MILLION PEOPLE OF THE 
INHABITANTS OF THIS COUNTRY IN THE NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES 
AND THE DEPENDENCE OF AFGHANISTAN IN EVERY RESPECT ON THE 
SOVIET UNION. IN SHORT THE PEOPLE WERE MURDERED AND FORCED 
INTO WANDERING TO OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE 
( KHALG MEANING PEOPLE) , THE SOURCES AND INDEPENDENCE OF 

ft 

THE COUNTRY WERE LEFT TO BE SQUANDERED. 

THE SOVIET AND AFGHANISTAN 

OVERALL INTEREST OF RUSSIANS IN AFGHANISTAN: 

IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT WAS SAID ABOVE IN DESCRIBING THE 
ECONOMIC SITUATION AND THE GEOGRAPHIC POSITION OF AFGHANIS- 
TAN SOUIET OVERALL INTERESTS IN AFGHANISTAN CAN BB SUMMED 
UP AS FOLLOWS: 

A- OUTLET TOWARDS THE WARM WATERS OF THE SOUTH AND THE IND- 
IAN OCEAN: THE CZAR OF RUSSIA HAD ONCE SAID THAT WHOEVER 
RULES OVER THESE WATERS, CAN RULE THE WHOLE WORID. BY THE 
EXPRESSION "THESE" HE MEANT THE NORTHERN COASTS OF THE 
ARABIAN SEA AND THE INDIAN OCEAN. THIS POLITICAL O BJ ECTIVE 
HAS BEEN PURSUED TO THIS DAY. THE BOOSTING OF AMERICAN BASES 
WITHIN THESE LIMITS, IN PARTICULAR DURING THE REIGN OF THE 
SHAH, IN PAKISTAN, AND THE SHEIKHDOMS OF THE PERSIAN GULF 
HAS INTENSIFIED THE SOVIET PERSISTENCE IN PURSUING THIS POL- 
ICY. THE BRIDGE THAT CARRIES THE SOVIETS FROM AFGHANISTAN 
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TO THESE WATERS, IS BALUCHISTAN OF PAKISTAN AND BALUCHISTAN 


OF IRAN. THIS IS WHAT JUSTIFIES THE EXISTENCE OF PRO- SOVIET 
GROUPS IN IRANIAN BALUCHISTAN AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE 
QUESTION OF PASHTOONESTAN ( THE GREAT BALUCHISTAN) . 

B- AFGHANISTAN IS RICH IN UNTAPPED RESOURCES, WHICH REMAIN 
UNEXPLOITED BECAUSE OF LAKE OF CAPITAL AND ABSENCE OF SPEC- 
IALISTS. THESE RESOURCES, IN VIEW OF SOVIET CAPABILITIES 
CAN BE FULLY EXPLOITED TO SATISFY THE NEEDS OF THE ' SOVIET 
INDUSTRIES, JUST AS NATURAL GAS IS AT PRESENT ONE OF THE 
EXPORT ITEMS OF AFGHANISTAN TO THE SOVIET UNION. LIKEWISE, 
SOVIET ’ RULE OF AFGHANISTAN CAN FACILITATE ABSORPTION OF 
SOVIET LOW QUALITY COMMODITIES IN AFGHANISTAN. 

C- DEFYING THE UNITED STATES: EXPANSIONISM AND WORLD 
DOMINATION IS ONE OF THE ROOTS OF THE STRUGGLE AND RIVALRY 
BETWEEN THE SUPER POWERS IN THE COLONIZATION OF DEPRIVED 
COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. THE SOVIET UNION CAN NOT KEEP SIL- 
ENT IN THE FACE OF THE GROWTH OF AMERICAN BASES AND PRO-AME- 
RICAN REGIMES IN THE WORLD. ON THE BASES OF THIS ARGUMENT 
THE SOVIETS WILL RESORT TO EXPANSIONIST ACTIONS. THEREFORE 
JUST AS THE UNITED STATES STRIVED TO ATTAIN STRATEGIC POSIT- 
IONS AND LUCRATIVE RESOURCES, THE SOVIET UNION IN ITS TURN 
STRUGGLES FOR THE POSSESSION OF SUCH POSITIONS. ALTHOUGH 
SUCH RIVALRIES ARE IN THEIR ORIGIN FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENSU- 
RING THEIR PERMANENT INTERESTS AND CONTINUED DOMINATION OF 

POORER COUNTRIES, THEY AFFORD THE POSSIBILITY OF DIVERTING 
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ANY MOVEMENT TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE IN THE DIRECTION OF THEIR 
OWN INTERESTS, UNDER THE COVER OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF IDEOLOGY 
OF FREE ENTERPRISE AND CAPITALISM, OR OTHERWISE, SOCIALISM 
AND COMMUNISM. FURTHER EXPLANATION WILL BE GIVEN IN THIS 
RESPECT IN THE SECTION ON THE AMERICAN APPROACH TOWARDS AFGH- 
ANISTAN. 

SOVIET PENETRATION IN AFGHANISTAN. 

WHAT IS QUITE EVIDENT IS THE FACT THAT SOVIET MILITARY 
AND ECONOMIC PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN, COULD NEVER MATERIALIZE 
WITHOUT RELIANCE ON BASES WITHIN THE BORDERS OF THIS COUNTRY. 

IN GENERAL, INTERVENTION IN ANY COUNTRY AND PRESENCE OF A FOR- 
EIGN COUNTRY IN ANOTHER IS DEPENDENT UPON THE BASES ASSOCIATED 
WITH THAT FOREIGN COUNTRY WITHIN ITS BORDERS. 

WHAT CAN BE CONCLUDED FROM THE DOCUMENTS CONTAINED IN THIS 
BOOK, IN CONNECTION WITH SOVIET INFLUENCE AND PERFORMANCE IN 
AFGHANISTAN ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A- FORMATION OF BASES AND POLITICAL PARTIES- IN ORDER TO 
CREATE POLITICAL BASES THE SOVIET UNION EMBARKED UPON CREATION 
AND ENCOURAGING CREATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES ASSOCIATED WITH 
IT IN AFGHANISTAN. THE TWO PARTIES " PARCH AM" AND " KHALG" WERE 
FORMED DURING THE REIGN OF ZAHER SHAH, WHOSE ACTIVITIES WERE 
STRENGTHENED IN THE PERIOD WHEN DAVOOD CAME TO POWER. THESE 
TWO PARTIES PREPARED THEMSELVES FOR ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY 
BY THE SOVIETS. THESE TWO PARTIES SERVED IN GENERAL AS A 
BASES FOR ORGANIZING PERSONS INCLINED TOWARD THE SOVIET UNION 
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AND FOR THE UPBRINGING OF PERSONS WHO IN FUTURE WOULD PROVE 

! 

THEIR ALLEGIANCE TOWARDS THEIR IDEOLOGICAL I COMMITMENTS IN 
RESPECT OF THE SOVIET UNION. IT IS WORTHY OF ATTENTION 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION DID NOT GROUP ITS ADHERENTS IN ONE 

I I 

l 

SINGLE ORGANIZATION , BUT GROUPED MARXIST PARTIES OF SOVIET 

i 

| INCLINATION INTO SEPARATE GROUPS, WHICH IN APPEARANCE WERE 

I 

OF CONTRADICTORY TENDENCIES AGAINST EACH OTHER. BY ACTING 
IN THIS MANNER, THE SOVIET UNION PURSUED SUCH A POLICY THAT 
IF ONE OF THE PARTIES FAILED TO FULFIL SOVIET EXPECTATIONS, 
THE OTHER PARTY, WHICH IS ALSO INCLINED TOWARDS SOVIET DOM- 
, IN AT I ON, WOULD ENTER ARENA. THE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF THIS 

f 

POLICY CAN BE SEEN IN AFGHANISTAN IN RELATION WITH THE TWO 

PARTIES " PARCH AM" AND " KHALG" . TOE "KHALG" PARTY EMBARKED 

UPON THE GROUP " PARC KAMI ST" ELEMENTS FROM ALL STATE ORGANS 

AND IN THIS CONNECTION BABRAK KARMAL, WAS NOT II«UNE FROM 

THIS PERSECUTION, AND WAS EXILED TO PRAGUE. HOWEVER, WITH 

TOE FAILURE OF TOE " KHALGIS" IN CRUSHING ITS OPPONENTS AND 

ESTABLISHING STABILITY IN THE COUNTRY, IN OTHER WORDS, WITH 
* 

TOE FAILURE OF THE KHALGIS IN ESTABLISHING THE DOMINATION 
OF THE RUSSIANS IN AFGHANISTAN, AND FINALLY ASSASSINATION 
OF NUR MOHAMAD TARAKI, WHICH RESULTED IN UNFAVORABLE CONDI- 
TIONS FOR THE RUSSIANS, THE SOVIETS THOUGHT IT BETTER TO 
INTRODUCE OUTWARD CHANGES IN THE RULING PARTY AND PROTECT 
THEIR INTERESTS THROUGH THE INTERMEDIARY OF THE I R " PARCHAMIST " 
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MERCENARIES. PERHAPS THIS WAS THE INTERPRETATION OF LENIN'S 
STATEMENT WHICH HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY PRESENTED BY THE SOVIET 
MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY IN KABUL TO THE AMERICAN AUTHORIT- 
IES, NAMELY THAT " EVERY REVOLUTION SHOULD DEFEND ITSELF". 

IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE AFGHAN REVOLUTION SHOULD 
DEFEND THE STABILIZATION OF THE RUSSIAN DOMINATION OVER THE 
DESTINY OF AFGHANISTAN IN ANY CASE, THE EXISTENCE OF PARTIES 
ASSOCIATED WITH SUPERPOWERS SERVES AS BASES FOR THEIR PENET- 
RATION IN THESE COUNTRIES. THE SOVIET UNION, IN JUSTIFYING 
ITS MILITARY A GG RE SI ON AGAINST AFGHANISTAN, CLAIMS THAT THE 
SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN HAS BEEN CARRIED OUT AT THE 
REQUEST OF THE AFGHANISTAN'S GOVERNMENT AND IN CONFORMITY 
WITH THE TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP WITH AFGHANISTAN. BUT IN 
REALITHY THIS TREATY IS NONE BUT THE TREATY OF 5TH DECEMBER 
1978 CONCLUDED BETWEEN TARAKI, WHO WAS BROUGHT UP BY THE 
RUSSIANS AS ONE PARTY, AND THE SOVIET UNION AS THE OTHER. 

B- MILITARY DOMINATION : THE MILITARY FORCES IN DEPRIVED 

COUNTRIES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AMONG THE MOST CRUCIAL BASES OF 
INFLUENCE FOR SUPERPOWERS . THE SIMILARITY OF THE METHODS 
USED BY THE AMERICAN IMPERIALISM AND THE SOVIET SOCIALISTS 
IS ITSELF A PROOF THAT BOTH SUPERPOWERS ARE OF THE SAME 
CHARACTER. 200 OFFICERS AND MILITARY COUNCELORS OF THE SOV- 
IET UNION IN. THE ARMING OF MOHAMAD ZAHER SHAH PLAYED AN 
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IMPORTANT RULE IN BRINGING DAVOOD TO POWER. AS A RESULT OF 
THE TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE RUSSIANS, WHICH WAS 
VALID FOR A PERIOD OF 12 YEARS, DURING THE LAST DAYS OF DA- 
VOOD'S RULE IN AFGHANISTAN, THE NUMBER OF RUSSIAN MILITARY 
PERSONNEL IN AFGHANISTAN HAD RISEN TO 600 PERSONS . MOREVER, 
THIS NUMBER OF SOVIET OFFICERS PLUS THE AFGHAN ARMY, WHICH 
WAS ORGANIZED BY HAFIZULLAH AMIN, THE STOOGE OF TOE RUSSIANS 
PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN OVERTHROWING THE RULE OF DAVOOD 
AND BRINGING TARAKI TO POWER. WHEN TARAKI CAME TO POWER, 
THE RUSSIANS EMBARKED RAPIDLY UPON THE EXPANSION OF THEIR 
INFLUENCE IN AFGHANISTAN. THESE ACTIVITIES INCLUDED TOE 
FOUNDING OF MILITARY BASES AND BRINGING THEM UNDER SOVIET 
CONTROL ( SUCH AS THE BAGHRAM AIR BASE) , THE FLOW OF ARMS 
AND AMMUNITION TO AFGHANISTAN, AND THE SIMULTANEOUS ARRIVAL 
OF MILITARY OFFICERS AND COUNSELORS TO THIS COUNTRY. IN 
THE INTERVAL BETWEEN DAVOOD 1 S RULE AND THAT OF AMIN, THE 
NUMBER OF SOVIET MILITARY OFFICERS AND ADVISERS INCREASED 
FROM 600 TO 7200. THE NUMBER OF SOVIET TANKS DELIVERED 
WAS SO LARGE THAT ONE OBSERVER HAD INFORMED THE U . S . EMBA- 
SSY THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF TANKS WITHOUT DRIVERS STATI- 
ONED IN A CAMP. HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS OF TOE TYPE MI-24 AND 
LIGHT AIRCRAFT DELIVERED TO AFGHANISTAN, WERE AMONG WEAPONS 
THAT ARE EFFECTIVE IN FIGHTING THE MOSLEMS IN THIS COUNTRY. 
ALL THESE ARE IN AFGHANISTAN IN VIEW OF THE SOVIET PLANS 
THAT THEY CONSIDERED MILITARY INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN AS 
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THE LAST RESORT TO STABILIZE THEIR DOMINATION. 

CULTURAL DOMINATION: THE DISTORTION OF THE CULTURE 

AND ALIENATION OF THE PEOPLE FROM THEIR ORIGINAL CULTURE 
CONSISTED THE POLICY ADOPTED BY THE IMPERIALISTS SINCE 
EARLIER CENTURIES IN ORDER TO PENETRATE OTHER COUNTRIES. 
THIS KIND OF CULTURE AND CONTROLLING THE MENTAL TRENDS 
AND EDUCATIONAL BASES, THROUGH- THE DELIVERY OF MARXIST 
BOOKS AND EXPEDITION OF LOYAL IDEOLOGISTS TO AFGHANISTAN 
AND AFTER COMING TO POWER OF TARAKI, THE OVERALL CONTROL 
OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES, WAS THE POLICY EXERC- 
ISED BY THE RUSSIANS IN THIS COUNTRY. DOCUMENT NO . 36, 
SPEAKS BY ITSELF OF THE SITUATION IN THE UNIVERSITIES 
IN THE TARAKI PERIOD AND THE PERFORMANCE OF THE RUSSIANS 
IN THIS CONNECTION. 

D- ECONOMIC DOMINATION - BECAUSE OF ITS POVERTY AFGHANIS- 
TAN HAS ALWAYS BEEN RELYING ON FOREIGN AID. THIS AID HAS 
BEEN SERVING AS CHANNEL FOR RUSSIAN INFLUENCE BY EXTENSION 
OF THEIR LOANS IN ENORMOUS SUMS AND ACCEPTANCE OF DEVELOP- 
MENT PROJECTS AND DELIVERY OF NECESSARY MATERIALS AND 
EQUIPMENT. THE RUSSIANS EVEN CLAIMED THESE METHODS TO BE 
QUITE LEGAL. THERE ARE NUMEROUS DOCUMENTS IN WHICH REFER- 
ENCES ARE MADE C ONCER ING THE AMOUNT OF SOVIET FINANCIAL 


13 


AIDS TO AFGHANISTAN. CONCESSIONS FOR EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL 
GAS, PURCHASE OF ORANGES GROWN IN AFGHANISTAN IN FIELDS PROJE- 
CTED BY THE SOVIETS, HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT CONDITIONS BY WHICH 
THE PRINCIPAL ITEMS OF AFGHANISTAN'S EXPORT GO EXCLUSIVELY 
TO THE SOVIET UNION. LIKEWISE, THE PRESENCE OF RUSSIAN 
CIVILIAN ADVISERS IN MOST MINISTRIES, HAS EVEN BROUGHT GOV- 
ERNMENT PROJECTS UNDER RUSSIAN CONTROL. 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN OR 
AFGHANISTAN SOVIET REPUBLIC: 

THIS CHAPTER DEALS WITH THE SOVIET PERFORMANCE UPON 
COWING TO POWER OF TARAKI TO THE TIME OF AMIN COUP. 

" GOROVOI (FIRST SECRETARY, USSSR EMBASSY ) OOUTED LENIN ON 
THE NEED OF A REVOLUTION TO DEFEND ITSELF. HE RECALLED THAT 
LARGE NUMBERS OF RUSSIAN PEASANTS HAD OPPOSED THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION BECAUSE THEY WERE UNEDUCATED AND ILLITERATE AND 
DID NOT KNOW WHERE THEIR REAL INTERESTS LAY. HE SAW THE 
TASK OF THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT’S LEADERSHIP AS BEING THE ED- 
UCATION OF THE MASSES REGARDING THEIR TRUE INTERESTS ( DOC- 
UMENT NO. 14 ) WHEN TARAKI CAME TO POWER, THIS WAS THE 
BEGINING OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECTS IMBUED WITH MAR- 
XIST MOULDS IN AFGHANISTAN. THESE PROJECTS WERE COUCHED IN 
MERE MARX I STIC CLASS-INSPIRED IDEOLOGY, WITH NO REGARD TO 

THE CULTURE OF THE AFGHAN COMMUNITY, AND IN THE FIRST PLACE 
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FOR THE ANNIHILATION OF THIS CULTURE, OR AS GOROVY PUTS 
IT FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE MASSES TO TEACH THEM RECOGN- 
IZE THEIR REAL INTERESTS. THEY BELIEVED THAT LAND REF- 
ANNULMENT 

ORM AND THeYoF PRIVILEGES TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR WILL BE 
THE ONLY REMEDY OF ALL THE EVILS OF AFGHANISTAN. THEY 
DID NOT THINK ABOUT THE FACT THAT CIRCLES HAD SOLD AFHG- 
ANISTAN’S SPIRIT OF INDEPENDENCE TO THE RUSSIANS, OR BY 
ADVANCING SOCIALISM AND ATHEISM, HAVE MADE A MOCKERY OF 
THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. SO THEY EMBARKED UPON REFORMS. 

THE MARXIST TRENDS AND MOVEMENTS, WHICH SINCE THE PERI- 
OD OF ZAHER SHAH HAD ENCOUNTERED NEGATIVE REACTION CN THE 
PART OF AFGHANISTAN'S MOSLEMS, TOOK ABSOLUTE POWER. THE 
DRIVING FORCE BEHIND THIS SPIRIT OF OPPOSITION HAD NOTHI- 
NG TO DO WITH THE REFORMS INTRODUCED BY THE REGIME. IT 
WAS THE COMPREHENSION OF THIS NATION THAT MARXISM IN PRI- 
NCIPLE WAS AGAINST ISLAM AND BESIDES, THAT THE KHALGIS 
HAD SOLD OUT THE SPIRIT OF AFGHANISTAN'S FREEDOM AND IN- 
DEPENDENCE TO THE RUSSIANS { THE REVIEW OF THE DOCUMENTS 
PROVES THE IDEA THAT THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND THE OPPOS- 
ITION OF THE PEOPLE TO THE REGIME IS THE BELIEF IN ISLAM. 
THIS QUESTION HAS NOT ONLY BEEN REITERATED BY THE AMERI- 
CANS ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS, BUT ALSO BY THE RUSSIANS AND 
THEIR COLLEAGUES, INCLUDING SAFRONCHUK ( SOVIET MINISTER 
PLENIPOTENTIARY) AND THE EAST GERMAN AMBASSADOR SCHWIESAW. 
DOCUMENTS NUMBERS 59,44,40,28,27 AND 26 SPEAK FOR THEMSE- 
LVES. WHAT CAN BE CONCLUDED IS THAT THE GROWTH OF OPPOSI- 
TION AND THE EXPANSION OF ARMED STRUGGLE AND, THE INTERNAL 
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STRIFES AND THE INCOMPETENCE OF THE KHALGI REGIME, THE 
SLAUGHTERS AND REPRESIONS LED THE RUSSIANS TO BELIEVE 
THAT THEY NEED CERTAIN CHANGES IN ORDER TO STABILIZE 
THEIR RULE. FOR THIS PURPOSE THEY TOOK CERTAIN ACTIONS 
IN ORDER TO EXPAND THEIR POLITICAL BASES OF POWER TO IN- 
CLUDE THE MASSES. THESE REMEDIES WERE BASED ON THEIR 
VAIN BELIEFS AND THEIR OWN CONCLUSIONS IN FINDING OUT THE 
ROOTS OF THE PROBLEMS. ALL THESE WERE AIMED AT THE PRO- 
TECTION OF THEIR INTERESTS, AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT 
EVEN IF MOHAMAD ZAHER SHAH WOULD BE CAPABLE OF PROTECTING 
THESE INTERESTS, THEY WOULD NOT HESITATE IN BRINGING HIM 
TO POWER. WHAT THE SOVIETS ACTUALLY DID IN THIS PHASE 
WAS THE FOLLOWING: 

A- ADJUSTMENT OF THE INTRODUCED REFORMS: 

BELIEVING THAT THE LAND REFORMS AND OTHER REFORMS AND 
THEIR ERRONEOUS IMPLEMENTATION LAY AT THE ROOT OF THE 
PEOPLE'S REVOLT, THE RUSSIANS BEGAN ADJUSTING THE REFOR- 
MS AND PROCLAIMED THE SUCCESSFUL END OF THE REFORMS INC- 
LUDING LAND REFORMS AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ILLITERACY. 
THEY ALLOWED CERTAIN CONCESSIONS TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR 
IN ORDER TO RESTRAIN THE PERSISTENCE OF THE REVOLT AND 
INSTABILITY . SCHWIESAW THE AMBASSADOR OF EAST GERMANY 
AND SAFORNCHUK THE SOVIET EMBASSY MINISTER PLENIPOTENTI- 
ARY, MENTION THE ADJUSTMENT OF THESE REFORMS IN A SERI- 
ES OF MEETINGS WITH THE AMERICAN EMBASSY ( IN ANOTHER 
SECTION WE SHALL DISCUSS THE ROLES PLAYED BY SCHWIESAW 
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AND SAFRCNCHUK IN AFGHANISTAN'S AFFAIRS), AND EVEN 
SCHWIESAW CALLS THE LAND REFORM A CALAMITY {DOCUMENT 
NO. 44) . THE AMERICAN'S COMMENT IN THIS RESPECTS IS 
WORTHY OF NOTE: " THE VARIOUS REFORM PROGRAMS DID 
INDEED CONTRIBUTE A GREAT DEAL TO THE GROWTH OF DOME- 
STIC HOSTITILY TOWARD THIS REGIME, BUT, NEVERTHELESS, 

THE OVERWHELMING MOTIVATION FOR MOST AFGHAN PEASANTS 
WHO HAVE TAKEN UP ARMS HAS BEEN THEIR PERCEPTION THAT 
THE KHALGIS ARE ATHEISTS, COMMUNISTS, AND SOVIET PUPPE- 
TS. ” { DOCUMENT N0.4J ) 

B- TAKING REFUGE IN ISLAM: WHEN THE AFGHAN REGIME AND 
THE RUSSIANS REALIZED WHERE 1HE MAIN ROOT OF THE REVOLT 
LIES, THEY TRIED TO HUSH-HUSH, OR MINIMIZE THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE MARXIST ORIENTATION OF THE KHALG PARTY AND EVEN 
INDULGED IN GUIDANCE ADVANCING THE ARGUMENT THAT THE MOS- 
LEMS BELIEVE THAT COMMUNISM IS AGAINST ISLAM. ON THE 
BASIS OF THIS ARGUMENT THE LEADERSHIP IN AFGHANISTAN LAU- 
NCHED A SERIES OF PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES, IN THE COURSE OF 
WHICH AMIN AND TARAKI DECLARED IN THEIR ADDRESSES TO THE 
PEOPLE THAT THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN IS NOT 
AGAINST ISLAM. THERE WAS EVEN ISSUED A MANIFESTO SIGNEED 
BY OVER ONE HUNDRED SO CALLED " ULAMA" IN SUPPORT OF THE 

REGIME AND DECLARING THAT THE REGIME OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
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REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN ACTUALLY SUPPORTS ISLAM. 

( SEE DOCUMENTS 26,27 AND 65. AS PROOF OF THIS ARGUMEN- 
TS, WE QUOTE THE COMMENTS OF SAFRONCHUK, THE S QUIET EMB- 
ASSY MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY: " HE BLAMED RELIGION (- IS- 
LAM, IT IS A TERRIBLE RELIGION") AS THE SINGLE MOST I 
PORTANT REASON FOR THE INSURGENCY . THE POPULANCE, HE 

SAID, ASSUMES" COMMUNISTS ARE AGAINST ISLAM," " 

{ DOCUMINT NO. 26) 

C- DECLARATION OF FRIENDSHIP WITH IMPERIALIST STATES: 

THE KHALGI REGIME, IN ORDER TO ASSERT THE POLICY OF NON- 
ALIGNMENT ON ONE HAND , AND TO PRETEND THAT THEY ARE FRIE- 
NDLY NOT ONLY WITH THE RUSSIANS BUT ALSO WITH EVERY COUN- 
TRY THAT SEEKS TO BE FRIENDLY WITH* THEM, ON THE OTHER 
HAND, TRIED TO ESTABLISH PERMANENT DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS 
NOT ONLY WITH THE AMERICANS, BUT ALSO WITH THEIR SATELLI- 
TES. OF COURSE THESE CONTACTS WERE NOT ABSOLUTELY WITHIN 
THE LIMITS OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED ARGUMENTS, BUT ALSO IS 
A REFLECTION OF TARAKI ' S AND AMIN'S APPROACHES AND CONCE- 
PTS. THIS IS TRUER ABOUT AMIN, WHETHER THIS CONCEPTION 
EMANATED FROM NON-CONFIDENCE TOWARDS THE RUSSIANS, OR 
REAL SYMPATHY TOWARDS THE AMERICANS. HOWEVER, THE PRIN- 
CIPAL AIM IN THESE CONTACTS, WHICH CARRIED THE CONSENT OF 
THE IMPACT OF ANTI-REGIME PROPAGANDA, TO THE EFFECT THAT 

THE KHALGHIS ARE ABSOLUTELY DEPENDENT UPON THE RUSSIANS. 
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THE EAST GERMAN AMBASSADOR SCHWIESAW'S STATEMENTS REFLE- 
CT TO CERTAIN EXTENT THE SOVIET POLICY TOWARDS IMPERIAL- 
IST STATES: " SCHWIESAW STATED THAT HE HAS TOLD KHALGI 
POLITICAL EXTREMISTS THAT THEY ARE. OUT OF STEP WITH THE 
MODERN SOCIALIST MOVEMENT WHEN THEY ATTEMPT TO SQUEEZE 
" IMPERIALIST" REPRESENTATION OUT OF KABUL. HE SAID 
THAT HE TOLD THEM HOW IT IS NECESSARY FOR ALL NATION TO 
WORK TOGETHER FOR PEACE AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS (DOCUMENT 
NO. 39) 

THE MODERN SOCIALIST MOVTMENT MAKES IT NECESSARY FOR 
THE RUSSIANS TO JUSTIFY THEIR PRESENCE AGAINST THE PRES- 
ENCE OF OTHERS , SO THAT PEACE MAYBE ESTABLISHED IN THE 
WORLD . DOCUMENTS 7,95,96,98 AND 99 SPEAK OF THE EFFORTS 
EXERTED BY TARAKI AND IN PARTICULAR AMIN, TO DEMONSTRATE 
THAT THE RELATIONS BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND U.S . ARE QUITE 
NORMAL. NATURALLY AMIN'S PERFORMANCE AFTER COMING TO 
POWER, AS REGARDS RELATIONS WITH THE U.S., EMANATED FROM 
HIS NON-CONFIDENCE TOWARDS THE RUSSIANS, ALTHOUGH HE ALSO 
PURSUED THE ABOVE MENTIONED OBJECTIVE BESIDE THIS. 

D- KEEPING THE U.S. AND ITS SATELLITES INFORMED ABOUT 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS: IN PROTECTION OF THEIR INTERESTS 

AFTER TARAKI CAME TO POWER AND IN ORDER THAT TOE REGIME 

COULD COPE WITH TOE DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED WITH THEM, TOE 1 

RUSSIANS CONSIDEREED IT EXPEDIENT TO COME TO TOE AID OF 
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TARAKI IN PACING THESE DIFFICULTIES, AND IT WAS FOR THIS 
PURPOSE THAT THEY SENT ONE OF THEIR CLEVEREST DIPLOMATS 
CALLED SAFRONCHUK TO AFGHANISTAN. THE SOVIETS FROM THE 
VERY OUTSET DID NOT KEEP THE IDEA OF AGGRESSION AND MILI- 
TARY INTERVENTION OUT OF THEIR CONSIDERATION. HOWEVER, 
FOR CERTAIN CONSIDERATIONS, AMONG WHICH IT WAS TO EVADE 
FROM FALLING INTO THE SNARE LIKE THAT OF VIETNAM FOR THE 
AMERICANS, THE RUSSIANS TRIED TO SEEK, AS MUCH AS POSSIB- 
LE, A POLITICAL SOLUTION FOR AFGHANISTAN AND THE KHALGI 
REGIME. SAFRONCHUK WAS GIVEN THIS MISSION. THIS MAN, 
TOGETHER WITH SCHWIESAW, THE EAST GERMAN AMBASSADOR, 
ESTABLISHED PERMANENT CONTACTS, EITHER DIRECT OR INDIRE- 
CT WITH TOE U.S. EMBASSY AND WITH THE EMBASSIES OF U.S. 
SATELLITES IN ORDER TO EVALUATE THE LIKELY REACTIONS OF 
THE U.S. AND ITS SATELLITES CONCERNING THE OVERALL SOVI- 
ET POLICIES TOWARDS AFGHANISTAN. NATURALLY BY SUCH A 
CONDUCT THEY ALSO PURSUED ANOTHER OBJECTIVE AND IT WAS 
THAT IN CASE THEY LEFT NO OTHER WAY OUT BUT TO INTERVENE 
MILITARILY, THEY COULD PRETEND THAT THEY HAD PROBED ALL 
THE EXISTING POLITICAL CHNNELS TO SAVE THE DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN, OR AS THEY THEMSELVES DECLARE, 
THE REVOLUTION OF SEVENTH THOUR, AND SINCE THEY WERE NOT 

SUCCESSFUL, THEY HAD RESORTED TO MILITARY INTERVENTION. 
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THIS WAS A POINT THAT THE AMERICANS THEMSELVES HAD 
REALIZED: " THE PRIMARY MOTIVATION BEHIND THE SOVIET 

DECISION TO INFROM US, AND SEVERAL OTHER EMBASSIES HERE 
( WE ARE AWARE THAT THE AUSTRIANS, BANGLADESHIS FRENCH 
INDIANS, AND PAKISTANIS HAVE BEEN APPROACHED) , DIRECTLY 
BY VASILY SAFRONCHUK AND INDIRECTLY THROUGH GDR AMBA- 
SSADOR SCHWIESAW OF MOSCOW’S " NEGOTIATIONS " WITH THE 
AFGHANS TO BRING ABOUT A ” BROADENED POLITICAL BASE “ FOR 
THIS REGIME, AND, PERHAPS, COSMETIC ALTERATION IN THE 
MAKE-UP OF THE DRA LEADERSHIP , WAS PROBABLY A DESIRE TO 
LEGITIMIZE" WHATEVER FUTURE ACTIONS AND POLICIES THE 

SOVIETS MAY PURSUE TOWARD AFGHANISTAN 

WHILE SIMULTANCEOUSLY UNDERSCORING MOSCOW'S EFFORTS TO 
FIND A POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THIS REVOLUTIONARY REGIME’S 
GROWING DOMESTIC DIFFICULTIES. BY DOING SO, MOSCOW 
POSSIBLLY BELIEVES THAT IT HAS " LEGITIMIZED " " WHATEVER 
FUTURE POLITICS IT MAY PURSUE, AND HAS ALSO MADE A CASE 
FOR DEFLECTING ANY FOREIGN CRITICISM STEMMING FROM WHAT- 
EVER ACTIONS THE SOVIETS MIGHT EVENTUALLY DECIDE ARE NE- 
CESSARY." ( DOCUMENT NO. 49) 

E- CHANGES IN THE CABINET AND FORMING A NATIONAL FRONT 
TROUGH CHANGES IN THE COMPOSITION OF THE LEADERSHIP OF 
THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN: SOVIET EFFORTS 
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TO INTRODUCE CHANGES IN THE LEADERSHIP OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN , CAN BE SUMMARIZED IN THIS WAY: 
CHANGE OF CABINET AND INTEGRATION OF NEW INDIVIDUALS IN 
THE GOVERNMENT WHO HAVE MINIMAL INTERFERENCE IN THE KHALGI 
REGIME, AND WHO ARE LESS LIABLE TO THE SENSITIVITIES OF 
THE AFGHAN PEOPLE. AFTER ALL, AS RUSSIANS PUT IT, FORMING 
OF A NATIONAL FRONT SIMILAR TO NATIONAL FRONTS IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES . THE COMPOSITION OF THE MEMBERS OF SUCH A FRONT 
IS NOT SO IMPORTANT. IT MAY INCLUDE ZAHER SHAH, AND ETEMA- 
DI THE FORMER PRIME MINISTER ( THERE HAVE BEEN RUMORS OP 
CONTACT WITH E'TEMADI) . THIS IS ON CONDITION THAT THE RUSS- 
IAN INTERESTS ARE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION. NATURALLY, IN 
THE CASE OF SUCH CHANGES AND NEW DEVELOPMENTS, PRIORITY 
WILL BE GIVEN TO THE PARCHAMISTS, KHALGIS AND THE MILITARY. 
SUCH A CHANGE AT ALL COSTS, HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE RUSS- 
IANS, AND EVEN THE ASSASSINATION OF TARAKI AND AMIN HAS 
BEEN INCLUDED IN THE ‘ SCHEME. NOTE CERTAIN PASSAGES OF THE 
DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE CHANGES IN THE COMPOSITION OF THE 
• LEADERSHIP. ".WHAT IS TRUE," SAFRONCHUK CONFIDED, " IS 

THAT WE HAVE BEEN URGING THE DRA LEADERSHIP TO BROADEN ITS 

BASE BY BRINGING IN NEW PEOPLE INTO THE GOVT," 

CONTINUING, HE SAID, " ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL FRONT, LIKE 
OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE DONE, WOULD BE SENSIBLE FOR THEM." 

( DOCUMENT NO. 26.) 

" SCHWIESAU SAID," WE ARE DETERMINED TO SAVE THE REVOLUTION 

4 

" HE CONFIRMED THAT SOVIET MINISTER- COUNSELOR SAFRO- 

NCHUK HAS BEEN GIVEN THE TASK, BY MOSCOW, TO BRING ABOUT A 
" RADICAL CHANGE" IN THE GOVT AS TO WHAT IS LIKLY 
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TO HAPPEN , HE CLEARLY INDICATED THAT A MILITARY INTRAPARTY 
COUP, DEPOSING AMIN AND PERHAPS OTHERS, IS THAT THE SOVIETS 

INTEND WHEN I MENTIONED DEFENSE MINISTER WAT AN* 

JAR AS A POSSIBILITY, HE ACTED AS IF I HAD COUGHT HIM IN A 
SECRET. AFTER A PAUSE, HE SAID WATANJAR IS " NOT POLITIC- 
IAN, BUT OF COURSE THE MILITARY IS KEY TO ANY CHANGE". 

( DOCUMENT NO . 43 ) . "IN THE CASE OF A FURTHER DETER- 

IORATION IN TARAKI'S POSTITION, THE SOVIETS COULD HOWEVER 
PROCEED TO A RESHUFFLE OF THE AFGHAN MARXISTS, THUS TRYING 
TO RETAIN A SYMPATHETIC APPEARENCE .THIS SEEMS TO BE A STR- 
ONGER POSSIBLITY. THEY MAY, FOR INSTANCE, THINK ABOUT 
INSTALLING SOMEBODY ELSE BELONGING TO TARAKI'S PEOPLE 
PARTY ( KHALGH PARTY), OR EVEN ABOUT SUBSTITUTING THE PERCEM 

PARTY, PREVIOUSLY OUSTED BY KHALG PARTY." ( DOCUMENT NO. 59) 
OF COURSE THE MAIN POINT WOULD NEVER BE OVERLOOKED: 

"SCHWIESAW SAID THAT NO INTERNAL PARTY "RADICAL CHANGE” 

COULD ACCOUR HERE WITHOUT SOVIET SUPPORT, AND THAT SOV- 
IET INTERESTS WOULD HAVE TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BY 
ANY NEW AFGHAN GOVT.” (DOCUMENT NO. 46) 

IT IS NOT INCONGROUS TO THIS STAGE TO STUDY THE MOVEMENTS 
THAT LED TO COUP, AND THE POSITIONS TAKEN BY THE SOVIETS 
WHEN AMIN TOOK POWER. AS WE HAD SAID THE RUSSIAN'S E FORTS 
TO BRING ABOUT CHANGES IN THE CQMPOSTITION OF THE LEADER- 
SHIP OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC IN THE DIRECTION OF REDUCING 
THE INCREASING INTERNAL UPHEAVALS, MADE THEM APPROACH THE 
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IDEA THAT AMIN WAS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR IN CAUSING WIDE- 
SPREAD DISCONTENT, UPHEAVALS AND THROWING MANY PEOPLE TO 
PRISONS. IT CAN BE SAID THAT THE RUSSIANS REGARDED TARAKI 
AS PRESIDENT LACKING PERSONALITY, AND THE MAIN EVIL WAS 
AMIN, WHO WAS A RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OPPRESSIVE POLICIES 
OF ARREST, TORTURE AND EXECUTION. "... TARAKI IS INCRE- 
ASINGLY VIEWED AS A FIGUREHEAD WHO SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY. THE REAL VILLAIN IS AMIN, WHO IS CONSIDERED 
RESPONSIBLE FOR, INTER ALIA, THE DRA ' SOPPRESIVE 

POLICIES OF ARREST, TORTURE, AND EXECUTION, AS WELL AS 
THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND THE GREAT ING DOMESTIC REFORM 
PROGRAMS, AND AFGHANISTAN’S ARDENT EMBRACE OF THE USSR. 
THEREFORE, ANY SINCERE ATTEMPT TO RECONCILE THE FORCE 
LOOSE IN AFGHANISTAN THROUGH A LEADERSHIP CHANGE WOULD 
PROBABLLY HAVE TO INCLUDE THE DEPARTURE, OR BETTER YET 
THE DEATH OF AMIN." <D. NO. 41) 

} THIS MENTALITY AND THE EFFORTS MADE IN THIS DIRECTION, 

DREW THE ATTENTION OF AMIN. HE HAD GUESSED THAT EVEN 
THE CHANGE OF THE CABINET AND FORMATION OF THE NATIONAL 
FRONT WOULD LEAD TO HIS DEATH. HE THEREFORE TOOK UP 
LIMITEL ENDEAVORS TO RESIST AGAINST BEING ASSASSINATED 
AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RUSSIAN PLANS. AS AN ILL- 
USTRATION OF AMIN'S EFFORTS CAN BE CITED THE IDEA OF THE 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION AS AGAINST THAT OF THE NATIONAL 
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FRCNT( DOCUMENTS NOS: 4 5 AND 46). AMIN'S KNOWLEDGE ABOUT 
THESE EFFORTS { DOCUMENT NO. 47) AS WELL AS THE SEVERE 
INTERNAL STRIFES IN THE PARTY, THE SOVIET RELIANCE ON 
ELEMENTS LIKE WAT AN JAR, MOZDOORYAR AND GOLABZOOI OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN, 
ENABLED HIM TO RESTRAIN THE COUP AND PREEMPT THE ACTIONS. 

{ OF COURSE, THERE IS AMBIGUITY CONCERNING HOW THE AMIN 
COUP WAS IMPLEMENTED AND WHAT WERE THE DRIVING FORCES 
BEHIND THEM, AND HOW FAR THE SOVIET UNION WAS INVOLVED. 
ONLY WHAT HAS BEEN DEAR IS THAT THE SOVIETS HAD NO INFO- 
RMATION ABOUT THE PROCESS OF THE COUP) . HAVING BEEN 
FACED WITH AN ACCOMPLISHED FACT, THE SOVIETS HAD NO ALT- 
ERNATIVE BUT THE SUPPORT OF AMIN, IN APPEARANCE, BUT IN 
ACTUAL FACT FOLLOWING A SUBVERSIVE POLICY AGAINST HIM. 
HOWEVER, THIS WAS CERTAIN THAT IF IT WAS TRUE THAT THE 
RUSSIANS HAD SUDDENLY COME FACE TO FACE WITH A TROUBLE- 
SOME ACCOMPLISHED FACT, THEY HAD TO TRY THEIR UTMOST 
EFFORTS CONCERNING THE LEADERSHIPS OF THE KHALGH PARTY 
IN ORDER TO COVER THE UGLY IMAGE OF THE KHALGH PARTY t 
AT LEAST FOR THE SHORT TERM. THE STRATEGY OF THE RULE 
OF LAW ( HAVING COME TO POWER HAD PROMISED TO. THE NATION 
ABOUT THE DRAWING UP OF CONSTITUTION IN THE SHORTEST 

v 

TERM FOR THE COUNTRY) WAS ONE OF THE SEVERAL STRATAGEMS 
LEFT IN THE GENEROUS SAKE OF SAFRONCHUK TO ENHANCE THE 
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CREDIBILITY OF AFGHANISTAN’S LEADERSH IP ( SEE DOCUMENT NO. 
42 ) . 

NATURALLY ALL THE POLITICAL METHODS ULTIMATELY CAME TO 
A DEAD-END, AND WHAT THE RUSSIANS HAD CONTEMPLATED AS 
LIKELY TO HAPPEN, ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE. AND IN SHORT, AT 
THE REQUEST AND INVITATION OF THE AFGHANISTAN ( ONLY GOD 
KNOWS WHETHER IT IS MEANT THE AMIN'S GOVERNMENT OR THAT 
OF BABRAK KARMEL) LAUNCHED THE OPEN MILITARY AGGRESSION 
AGAINST THAT COUNTRY, AND NO VOICE OF SERIOUS PROTEST 
WAS RAISED BY ANYONE IN THE WORLD . PERHAPS THIS WAS A 
" DEAL" BEHIND THE SCENES, BETWEEN THE RUSSIANS AND THE 
AMERICANS, REACHED FOR THE PLUNDERING OF THE WORLD'S 
RESOURS ES AT THE EXPENSE OF THE SACRIFICE OF AFGHANISTAN'S 
PEOPLE . IN SHORT THE PROTECTORS OF THE PEOPLE ( KHALG) 
AND THK GOVERNMENTS SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE, WREAKED 
HAVOC ON THE PEOPLE. WHAT THE AFGHAN PEOPLE OBTAINED WAS 
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE KILLED OR THROWN INTO PRISON , 
MORE THAN TWO MILLION SOUGHT REFUGE IN OTHER COUNTRIES, 

AND HUNDREDS OF VILLAGES DEVASTATAED, AND IN SHORT, DIS- 
PLACED PERSONS EVERYWHERE AND WIDESPREAD POVERTY 

THE WAY THE UNITED STATES APPROACHED 

THE AFGHANISTAN'S PROBLEM 

IN THE DOCUMENTS BROUGHT TOGETHER IN THIS COLLECTION , 
THE AMERICANS ADVANCE THE PRINCIPAL REASON FOR THEIR 
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SENSITIVITY CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF AFGHANISTAN AS 
THEIR PROTECTION OF THE STABILTY OF THE REGION { SEE DO- 
CUMENTS NOS. 7, 10 AND25) .THE PROTECTION OF STABILITY, 

HAS ALWAYS BEEN ONE OF THE SLOGANS OF THE U.S. IN JUSTI- 
FYING THEIR PRESENCE IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. 
NOBODY CAN DENY THAT THE ADVANCEMENT OF SUCH A SLOGAN, 

DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE TO BRING ABOUT A CONVENIENT ATMOSP- 
HERE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL 
POSSIBILITIES OF COUNTRIES OR THEIR INDEPENDENCE, THESE 
SLOGANS, ON THE CONTRARY, ARE MEANT FOR THE CREATION 
OF AN ATMOSPHERE WHEREIN THE UNITED STATES MAY PLUNDER 
THE RESOURCES AND RICHES OF THESE COUNTRIES, WITHOUT FAC- 
ING ANY PROTESTS AND OPPOSITION. THE POSITION OF THE U.S. 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST, IN PARTICULAR IN RELATION WITH OUR 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN, PRECISELY SPEAKS OF THE 
ABSOLUTE PRESENCE OF THE U.S. IN THE REGION. PAKISTAN 
WITH ITS OPEN DEPENDENCE UPON THE UNITED STATES, IRAN (IN 
THE PERIOD OF THE SHAH) , ACTING AS THE GENDARME OF THE 
REGION, THE OIL- PRODUCING COUNTRIES OF THE PERSIAN GULF 
REGION, ACTING AS THE SOURCE OF SUPPLYING ENERGY FOR THE 
UNITED STATES, IN PARTICULAR SAUDI ARABIA, SERVING AS THE 
RESERVOIR OF FUEL AND THE DEFENCE ATTORNEY OF THE UNITEED 
STATES IN THE REGION. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED , 

THE PRESENCE OF THE SOVIET UNION IN AFGHANISTAN COULD BE 
A POTENTIAL DANGER, JEOPARDIZING THE UNITED STATES INTE- 
RESTS IN THESE COUNTRIES, AND THE AMERICAN PERSISTENT 
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EMPHASIS ON THE PRESERVATION OF STABILITY AND MAINTENANCE 
OF FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND ITS NEIGHB- 
ORING COUNTRIES , ARISES FROM THIS PREOCCUPATION. it IS 
NECESSARY TO MENTION AT THIS JUNCTURE THAT AFGHANISTAN 
IN ITSELF DOES NOT BEAR ANY SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC INTEREST 
FOR THE UNITED STATES. 

U.S. HAS HAD VARIOUS POSITIONS TOWARDS AFGHANISTAN 
BEGINNING WITH THE PENETRATION OF THE SOVIETS IN THIS 
COUNTRY AND THE LIKELIHOOD OF SOVIET MILITARY INERVENT- 
ION IN THIS COUNTRY BEFORE THE KARMEL COUP, AND FINALLY 
MILITARY INTERVENTION IN THIS COUNTRY. HOWEVER ALL THESE 
POSITIONS HAVE BEEN CONCENTRATED AROUND ONE SINGLE AXIS, 
THAT IS, THE MAINTENANCE OF THE U.S. PRESENCE IN AFGHAN- 
ISTAN TO CHALLENGE THE SOVIET INFLUENCE, OR AS THEY 
THEMSELVES DECLARE TO SECURE THE STUBILITY OF THE REGION. 

THE U.S. PRESENCE IN IRAN DURING THE REIGN OF THE 
SHAH,. AND THE U.S. BASES OF INTELLIGENCE IN OUR COUNTRY, 
WAS A PARTICULAR PRIVILIGE IN THE HANDS OF THE U.S. IF 
THE U.S. COULD ABSORB THE AFGHANS IN ITS ORBIT, THIS 
PRIVILIGE COULD BE GIVEN BROADER DIMENSIONS. HOWEVER 
TARAKI'S COUP ON 27TH APRIL, 1978 FOLLOWED BY THE IRANIAN 
REVOLUTION AND THAT OF NICARAGUE, AND THE OCCUPATION OF 
THE U.S. EMBASSY IN TEHRAN, WERE AMONG THE SETBACKS SUF- 
FERED BY THE U.S. WITHIN A RELATIVELY SHORT INTERVAL OF 


TIME. 
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AFTER TARAKI'S COOP, THE SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN 
CONSTITUTED ONE OF THE POTENTIAL DANGERS, THREATENING THE 
INTERESTS OF THE O.S. (THE MOST ADVERSE DEVELOPMENT IN 
TERMS OF OUR INTERESTS WOULD BE THE INTRODUCTION OF SOVIET 
COMBAT TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN- DOCUMENT NO. 10) NEVER THE- 
LESS THE SOVIET AGGRESSION DID TAKE PLACE AND ALTHOUGH 
IT WAS PRESUMED THAT THE U.S. . WOULD BE UNABLE TO LAUNCH 
A MANEUVRE BECAUSE OF THE CONDITION OF THE TIME, THIS, 

DID NOT PREVENT THE U.S. TO LOSE INITIATIVE AND JUSTIFY 
ITS CRIMINAL ACTS ON THE PRETEXT OF THIS SOVIET OPERATION, 
AND LAUNCH ACTIVITIES BOTH IN AFGHANISTAN AND ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL SCALE, WHICH CANBE SUMMED UP AS FOLLOWS: 

A- JUSTIFYING ITS CRIMINAL ACTS SERVING AS PRETEXT TOE 
SOVIET MILITARY INTERVENTION. IN VIEW OF U.S. AND SOVIET 
RIVALRY OVER COLONIZING AND PLUNDERING OF THE RESOURCES 
OF WEAKER NATIONS, SOVIET MILITARY INTERVENTION TO AFGHA- 
NISTAN LED THE U.S. TO JUSTIFY ITS CAMPAIGNS AND RUTHLESS 
MILITARY REPRESENTATION IN THE PERSIAN GULF AND DELIVERY 
OF SUBSTANTIAL MILITARY AID TO EL SALVADOR SERVING AS 
PRETEXT THE SOVIET MILITARY INTERVENTION TO AFGHANISTAN , 
and CRUSHING THE ANTI- IMPERIALIST MOVEMENTS OF TOE NATIONS 
AGAINST THEIR SATELLITE REGIMES LABELLING THEM AS BEING 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE SOVIETS. ALTHOUGH SUCH LABELLINGS 
BY THE U.S. WERE ALSOPRACTICED BEFORE TOE SOVIET MILITARY 
INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN, THEY WERE INTENSIFIED AFTER THAT. 


29 


B- ENDEA VORIHG TO DIVERT THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT OF AFGH 
ANISTAN: WITH THE PROPATION OF THIS PRINCIPAL BY THE 

SUPER-POWERS, THAT EVERY ANTI-AMERICAN ACTIVITY IS A PRO 
SOVIET MOVEMENT AND EVERY ANTI-RUSSIAN ACTIVITY IS PRO- 
AMERICAN MOVEMENT, THE AMERICANS ARE TRYING TO PRESENT 
THE MOVEMENT OF THE AFGHAN MOSLEM NATION IN VIEW OF THE 


ALL-OUT STRUGGLE AGAINST THE RED ARMY, AS PRO-AMERICAN 
STRUGGLE AND MOVEMENT. THE RESULT OBTAINED BY THIS 
method OF PROPAGANDA, IN THE FIRST PLACE INTRODUCES 
THE PRO-WESTERN COUNTRIES AS THE SUPPORTERS OF THE ANTI 


RUSSIAN MOVEMENT OF THE AFGHAN NATION. THIS, IN ITSELF 
SERVES AS A PRETEXT BY THE RUSSIANS TO INTENSIFY THE 
REPRESSION OF THE AFGHAN MOSLEM NATION. SECONDLY, IT 
LEADS TO CESSATION OF THE SUPPORT OF THE NON-ALIGNED 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS FOR THE AFGHAN NATION. AS A RESULT 
THE BELIEF IS CREATED AMONG AFGHAN STRUGGLERS THAT THE 
U.S. AND ITS SATELLITES ARE THE SUPPORTERS OF THEIR 
FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE, AND EVEN AMERICAN AID IN CERT- 
AIN CASES IS EXTENDED THROUGH CHANNELS OF COUNTRIES ATT- 
ACHED TO THE U.S., SUCH AS SAUDI ARABIA. EGYPT, PAKIST- 

etc WHICH LEADS THE AFGHAN STRUGGLERS TO 

BELIEVE THAT THESE COUNTRIES ARE REAL MOSLEMS, AND WISH 
THE RULE OF MOSLEMS OVER AFGHANISTAN. ALTHOUGH THIS 
BELIEF HAS BEEN INSTILLED IN CERTAIN GROUPS AND THIS CON- 

TITUTES ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS AND MOST DELICATE 
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METHODS USED BY THE UNITED STATES TO PENETRATE THE MOV- 
EMENTS OF THE AFGHAN NATION, AND THUS, NOT ONLY THE AME- 
RICANS STABILIZE THEIR POSITIONS IN AFGHANISTAN, BUT THEY 
ALSO PROPAGATE THE ABOVE WAY OF THINKING AND HINDER THE 
DEVELOPMENT ANY AND EVERY NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT. THE PR- 
OPAGATION OF THIS MENTALITY PREPARES THE GENERAL OPINION 
TO CONSIDER THE OBJECTIVE PENETRATION OF THE AMERICAN EL- 
EMENTS INTO THE COMBATING GROUPS OF AFGHANS AS ANORMAL 

and natural phenomenon. 

c- ™ E penetration op the persons and even groups asso- 
ciated WITH THE WEST in THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT OF AFGHANI- 
STAN: THE GROWTH OF THE MOVEMENT AND REVOLUTION OF THE 

AFGHAN NATION, AND THEIR FIRM RESISTANCE AGAINST THE AGG- 
RESSIVE SOVIET ARMY HAS ENHANCED THE HOPES OF VICTORY OF 
THIS NATION IN THE WORLD PUBLIC OPINION. THIS PLUS THE 
EFFECTS OF THEIR PROPAGANDA IN DIVERTING THE THOUGHTS OF 
THE COMBATANTS AND THE LACK OF THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
DEPTH OF CRIMINALITY OF THE U.S. POLICY IN VIEW OF THE 
ABSENCE OF CONTACTS WITH THE U . S . AND THE ANTI- RUSSIAN 
AND ANTI-COMMUNIST CHARACTER OF THE STRUGGLE HAS PREPAR- 
ED THE GROUND FOR THE PENETRATION OF THE AMERICAN AGENTS. 
THIS HAS ADVANCED TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT THE EXISTENCE 
OF THESE AGENTS AND OF THE PRO-WESTERN GROUPS, HAS BECO- 
ME A NORMAL PHENOMENON. THERE IS NO QUESTION HERE OF THE 

NASTY NATURE OF THE WESTERN IMPERIALISM. 

31 



HOWEVER IT SHOULD BE STRESSED THAT THE RECOGNITION 
OF THE SORDID IMAGE OF THE AMERICAN IMPERIALISM AND THE 
STRUGGLE AGAINST IT, IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF AN ISLAMIC 
MOVEMENT, JUST AS THE STRUGGLE AGAINST, AND THE RECOGNI- 
TION OF THE SOVIET COMMUNISM. THIS POINT IS WORTHY OF 
BRINGING TO TOE ATTENTION OF THE MOSLEM NATION OF AFGHA- 
NISTAN, IN ORDER TO PREVENT THEM FROM FALLING IN THE 
SNARE OF THE AMERICAN IMPERIALISM THAT ENDEAVORS TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THE ANTI-RUSSIAN AND ANTI-COMMUNIST NATURE OF 
THE STRUGGLE, AND LEAD IT TO A PRO-WESTERN ORIENTATION. 

THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN AND THE 
COMBATING GROUPS: 

THE DOCUMENTS PRESENTED IN THIS BOOK DEPICT THE 
PRESENCE OF AMERICAN ELEMENTS AND 

PRESENCE OF GROUPS WITH WESTERN -ORIENTED TENDENCIES IN 
THE SCENE OF STRUGGLE AGAINST THE RUSSIAN AGGRESSORS. 

THE PRESENSE OF THESE GROUPS AND ELEMENTS WILL HAVE 
NEGATIVE EFFECTS UPON HTE TREND OF INTERNAL EVENTS IN 
THIS COUNTRY AFTER THE VICTORY OF THE AFGHAN NATION UPON 
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THE AGGRESSORS. HAVING BELIEF IN THE JUSTICE AND RIGHT- 
FULNESS OF THE STRUGGLE OF THE AFGHAN NATION AND IN THE 
ISLAMIC INSPIRATION OF ITS MOVEMENT, AND DISTINGUISHING 
THE FOREIGN- INSPIRED GROUPS FROM THE HEROIC PEOPLE OF 
AFGHANISTAN, IT SEEMS TO BE INDISPENSABLE TO STUDY THE 
POTENTIAL DANGERS INHERENT IN THIS MOVEMENT. IN VIEW 
OF THIS FACT THAT IN EVERY REVOLUTION AND EVERY MOVEMENT 
OF THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION, 
IS THE QUESTION OF LEADERSHIP, AND THAT THE MERE STRUGGLE 
AND THE MOBILIZATION OF THE MASSES WITHOUT A CORRECT LEA- 
DERSHIP, NOT ONLY LACKS A GUARANTEE FOR VICTORY BUT EVEN 
IN CASE OF DEFINITE VICTORY, CAUSES THE MOVEMENT TO FACE 
ABSENCE OF ORGANIZED STRUGGLE, WHICH ENDS IN DEFEAT. WHAT 
OCCURS IN AFGHANISTAN IS THE ABSENCE OF A LEADERSHIP, 
ACCEPTABLE BY ALL THE COMBATANTS, AND THE LACK OF ORGAN- 
IZATION BASED ON THIS LEADERSHIP. ALL IN ALL, PAYING DUE 
ATTENTION TO THE COMPOSITION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE LEAD- 
ERSHIP, AND THE GROUPS ASSOCIATED THEREWITH , AND THE 
ROLE AND INFLUENCE OF EACH OF THEM IN THE MOVEMENT DURING 
THE FUTURE EVENTS OF THIS COUNTRY IS OF PARAMOUNT IMP- 
ORTANCE. OF COURSE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO STUDY THESE IM- 
PLICATIONS WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE DOCUMENTS PRESENTED 

HEREIN. HOWEVER, WHATEVER IS INCLUDED THERE , REVEALS 
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OF THESE GROUPS 


THE METHODS OF ACTION ADOPTED BY A NUMBER 
AND THEIR NATURE OF BEING ASSOCIATED WITH ALIEN ELEMENTS. 
THE ROLE OF A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES ACTING AS LIAISON BET- 
WEEN THE U.S. AND THESE GROUPS , IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR. 
THEIR PRINCIPAL ROLES ARISE FROM THEIR POLITICAL POSITION 
AND THE BENEFITS THEY DERIVE IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. MOST 
IMPORTANT OF ALL IN THE INCULCATION OF THE ISLAMIC BELIEF 
IN THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE. 

AMONG THESE COUNTRIES ARE PAKISTAN, SAUDI ARABIA 

EGYPT ETC. PAKISTAN ACTING AS A BULWARK BETWEEN 

AFGHANISTAN AND THE WATERS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN WHICH IS 
THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THE RUSSIAN AGGRESSORS, CONSIDERS 
HER INTEREST IN THE FACT THAT IT SHOULD CONTINUE TO SUPP- 
ORT A NUMBER OF AFGHAN GROUPS. FURTHERMORE, PAKISTAN, 
BECAUSE OF THE PRESENCE OF A NUMBER OF AFGHAN GROUPS ON 
ITS SOIL, ACTS AS A BRIDGE, TRANSPORTING TOE AID OF THE 
MOST OF REACTIONARY ARAB COUNTRIES AND THE UNITED STATES, 
AND THE UNITED NATIONS TO THE DESTINATION OF THE AFGHAN 
REFUGEES AND THE REBEL GROUPS. PAKISTAN AND ITS MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT, THROUGH A SERIES OF REFORMS OF OUTWARD APPEA- 
RANCE, SUCH AS CLOSURE OF SIGHT-CIDBS AND BROTHELS, AND 
BECAUSE OF ITS CLAIMS OF UPHOLDING ISLAM, WISHES TO MAKE 
THE PEOPLE BELIEVE ITS ISLAMIC NATURE. THIS REFUGE IN 


ISLAM, Pics THE MATERIAL AID AND THE ARMS REACHING PAKI- 
STAN THROUGH VARIOUS CHANNELS FOR THE DESTINATION OF THE 
AFGHAN REFUGEES, AND THE AID SUPPLIED BY PAKISTAN HERSELF 
CAUSED PAKISTAN AND ITS MILITARY GOVERNMENT TO BENEFIT 
FROM THE REFUGEES AND THE GROUPS IN ESTABLISHING ITS 
DOMINATION AND CRUSHING OF THE ANTI-REGIME MOVEMENTS ( 
D0CDEM ™S 18,21,55,68,80 ANDI06 ARE MOSTLY CONNECTED WITH 

*“ CarTfCTS ®CUPS and INDIVIDUAL THAT ARE ASS- 

OCIATED IN SOME WAY OR OTHER WITH THE UNITED STATES OR 
°™ ER COUNTRIES ALLIED WITH IT) . 


vmoi ARABIA, WITH ITS VAST FINANCIAL POSSIBILITIES 
TRIES TO MAKE THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN BELIEVE ITS ISLA- 
MIC NATURE. IN ACTUAL FACT SAUDI ARABIA TRIES TO CONSOL- 
IDATE THE POSITION OF ITS MASTER, THE UNITED STATES. 


SAUDI ARABIA IS ONE OF THE FINANCIAL SOURCES OF THE AFGHAN 
FEFUGEBS AND SOME OF THE COMBATING AFGHAN GROUPS. 

"HAT IS WORTH ATTENTION IN THE OUTLOOK OF THESE GROUPS, 
IS THEIR OPPOSITION TO A REAL ISLAMIC MOVEMENT, AND THEIR 
FEAR raoN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH A MOVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN 
SIMILAR TO THE ISLAMIC REVOIDTICN IN IRAN. OF COURSE IN 


THIS CONTEXT THEY MANIFEST CONCURRENCE WITH THE UNITED STATES. 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF TWO DOCUMENTS, OF WHICH THE FIRST CONTAINS 
THE VIEWS OF THE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES, AND THE SECOND REPRESENTS 
the statement of one of the LEADERS OF the PRESENT GROUPS in 
AFGHANISTAN: - THE FALL OF A RADICAL LEFTIST AND SOVIET BACKED 
REGIME COULD WELL HAVE POSITIVE^REPERCUSSIONS FOR US THROUGH- 


OUT THE THIRD WORLD BY DEMONSTRATING THAT OUR ADVERSAIRES VIEW 
OF THE " INEVITABLE " COURSE OF HISTORY IS NOT NECESSARILY ACCU- 
RATE. LIKEWISE, DESPITE THE PAUCITY OF SPECIFIC INFORMATION t 
AN OPPOSITION LED REGIME MIGHT WELL BE MUCH MORE AMEN ABIE TO 
THE RETURN OF A U.S. PRESENCE IN THE DEVELOPMENTAL FIELD IN 
THIS COUNTRY. CONVERSELY, A REGIME BASED ESSENTIALLY ON THE 
M FUNDAMENTALIST" TENETS OF ISLAM WOULD PRC® ABLY NOT PLACE 
HIGHEST PRIORITY ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC REFORM." ( DOCUMENT 
NO. 65) 

" TARZI CLAIMED THAT, AT HIS URGING, THE " COALITION" 

CONSIDERED DRAFTING A SET OF BROAD POLICIES. THEY AGREED 

THAT SUCH A STEP WAS NECESSARY TO AVOID HAVING AFGHANISTAN 

END UP LIKE" OTHER PLACES" (IRAN), HE CONCEDED THAT 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS HAD A ROLE TO PLAY IN CHARTING AFGHANISTAN'S 
FUTURE BUT ARGUED THAT ONLY " MODERATES" SHOULD SERVE ON 

GOVERNING COUNCILS ." (DOCUMENTS NO. 80) 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC REFORMS AND DEVELOPMENT AIDS, ARE 
INSTRUMENTS USED BY TOE IMPERIALISTS TO INFLUENCE IN COU- 
NTRIES AND THE UNITED STATES, WITH THE COMING TO POWER 
OF A REGIME IN AFGHANISTAN LED BY THE PRESENT OPPONENTS 
OF THE RULERS WHO ARE NOT INSPIRED BY THE ISLAMIC FUND- 
AMENTALISTS ( TOE NAME GIVEN BY THEM TO THE ISLAMIC REV- 
OLUTION OF IRAN). HOPES TO RETURN TO BE PRESENT IN AFGHA- 
NISTAN. NATURALLY, THE REGIME DESIRED BY THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD HE OF Ml ISLAMIC TAINT AND HUE, AND FOR 


THIS REASON MR TARZY DISCUSSES THE QUESTION OF THE MODE- 
RATE TO PREVENT THE TENDENCY OF AFGHANISTAN TOWARDS 
COUNTRIES LIKE IRAN. 

ANY WAY, THE PERUSAL OF THESE DOCUMENTS COULD BE HELP- 
FUL IN GETTING FAMILIAR WITH THE INTERNAL QUESTIONS OF 
AFGHANISTAN AND POSITION OCCUPIED BY THE GROUPS STRUGGLING 
AGAINST THE PRESENT RULERS THERE. HOPING THAT THE MOSLEM 
NATION OF AFGHANISTAN WILL BE VICTORIOUS AGAINST THE RU- 
SSIAN AGGRESSORS AND DESTRUCTION OF THE AMERICAN IMPERI- 
ALISM, HOPING THAT THE MOSLEM NATION OF AFGHANISTAN ENRI- 
CHED WITH ALERTNEFS AND VIGILANCE WILL ELIMINATE THE 

RUSSIAN AGGRESSORS FROM HER SOIL AND WILL LAY THE FOUND- 
ATION OF AN ISLAMIC STATE, AND WITH THE HOPE THAT WITH 

THE OUSTING OF THE PRO-WESTERN ELEMENTS FROM AFGHANISTAN 
WILL LEAD TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SLOGAN "NO EAST, 

NO WEST, BUT THE ISLAMIC GOVERNMENT". 

MOSLEM STUDENTS FOLLOWERS IMAM. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

President; Prime Minis- 
ter; Minister of Defense; 

Minister of Foreign 
Affairs 

In the early hours 
of 17 July 1973 Sardar 
(Prince) Mohammad Daud 
(rhymes with loud) , 
former Prime Minister 
and virtual dictator 
(1953-63) , came to power 
through a well-executed 
and virtually bloodless 
military coup, ending 
the 40-year reign of 
his brother-in-law and 
cousin. King Mohammad 
Zahir. (The King, who was vacationing on the Nea- 
politan island of Ischia at the time, has remained 
in Italy, at the Embassy in Rome; his wife and 
faunily joined him on 27 July.) 

It appears that the junior officers active in 
the coup included Daud in their plans only at the 
last moment, intending him to hold figurehead status. 
Since assuming office , however , Daud appears to 
have consolidated his position in Kabul and in the 
provinces. Returning to power after a hiatus of 
10 years, he abolished the monarchy, abrogated the 
1964 Constitution and declared a republic, naming 
himself President, Prime Minister, Minister of 
Defense and Minister of Foreign Affairs. Fourteen 
members of the royal family have been sent into 
exile. Sardars Shah Wali Khan and Abdul Wali, two 
of Daud's main enemies, are either held in detention 
in Kabul or dead. If they are still alive, their 
continued presence in the country may constitute 
a potential threat to the regime. 

The new Cabinet, termed a "peculiar hodgepodge" 
by US Embassy officials in Kabul, represents a 
compromise between Daud and the junior officers, 


Mohammad DAUD 
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but a compromise that favors Daud . ^^ d P ^Q S ^ep 
holds the P top posts and is also expected to keep 
the portfolio of Economic Planning. The Dap Y 

Prime Minister and several of of fi- 

a „ known to be close to Daud. The junior orii 
cers and two civilians thought to be sympathetic 
to them hold five portfolios, including those 
Finance' and Interio?. Should the Cabinet prove 
ineffective or incapable of unified action, the 
politically astute Daud may be able to expio 
the inexperience and disunity of his 9 

Daud the Man 

A man of decisiveness and intelligence, 

Daud is also temperamental, stubborn, br ^ tal 
?rank Lid egotistical. He is a hard worker and 
was characterized in the late 1930 s as a capable, 
honest and efficient administrator. Duri: ^is 
10 years as Prime Minister he carried out JjJj® 
policies with energy, self-assurance ,a» W 
dence. He was sincerely interested in P™”? 
the modernization and economic betterment of his 
country. One example of his liberal reforms 
his removal of the obligation fo ![ *^han women 
to wear the chadri , a tentlike garment and vei 
designed to cover the wearer from head to foot. 

Daud commands a considerable following in the 
armed forces, among former government ° f “ c ^ 
and with certain student elements, Groups such 
as the ultraconservative religious leaders have 
opposed his reformist inclinations. 

Nonaligned Neutral? 

Reports indicate that Daud is a strong nation- 
alist who will seek aid wherever it 1S ' 

He claims to be a nonaligned neutral, but his 
determination to modernize Afghanistan resulted 
in a heavy reliance on the Soviet Union for assis 
tance when he was Prime Minister. He Xl f bed . 

military aid to Pakistan and inadequate US support 
for Afghanistan as the precipitating factors in 
his turn to the USSR. He felt that there was 
little danger in relying on that country 
economic and military supply. According to n< ews 
accounts, Daud once said that he was hap ?^* s * 
he could light his American cigarettes with Soviet 

matches . 
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The Soviet position in Kabul may have been 
enhanced because of Daud's assumption of power, but 
only marginally. It is rumored that the Soviets 
had some forewarning of his plan to overthrow the 
King; more than 200 Soviet military technicians 
and advisers were in the country at the time, many 
of them working with the army units that provided 
the backbone of the coup. There is no evidence, 
however, that the Soviets either instigated or 
were actively involved in the coup. 

Daud the President 


In his first national broadcast, President Daud 
spoke harshly of the King's 10-year-old "experiment 
in democracy," claiming that it had degenerated into 
a regime of lies, betrayal, elitism and personal 
gain. He stated that the royal family had misused 
its powers and had caused economic, administrative 
and political paralysis. He said that the main 
priorities of his regime would be economic develop- 
ment and basic social reforms. 

International Repercussions 

Pledging to continue Afghanistan’s policy of 
neutrality and nonalignment, Daud has nevertheless 
stressed his desire to find a "permanent solution" 
to the Pushtunistan issue with Pakistan. Pushtu- 
nistan is the name given to the Pushtu- and Baluchi- 
speaking areas of Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
especially Pakistan's western frontier provinces. 

The Pushtuns are the dominant tribal group in 
Afghanistan, and many of them live astride the 
Afghan-Pakistani border. Advocates of PUshtunis- 
tan agree on neither its exact area nor their 
ultimate goal. Some merely want increased autonomy 
for the area; others want Pushtunistan to be an 
independent country. Daud is a longtime advocate 
of independence, and in 1962 US officials charac- 
terized him as emotional and irrational on this 
issue. When he was Prime Minister, the only public 
function he regularly attended was the annual cele- 
bration of Pushtunistan Day. 

Before Daud staged his coup, relations between 
Islamabad and Kabul were already cooling, and fur- 
ther deterioration is likely. Mohammad Musa Shafiq, 
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Daud's immediate predecessor as Prime Minister, 
apparently wanted good relations with Pakistan and 
was not particularly interested in Pushtunistan. 
Popular sentiment nevertheless forced him to in- 
crease anti-Pakistani propaganda, and in May 1973 
Pakistan accused the Afghans of blatant interference 
in Pakistan's domestic affairs. Daud — unlike 
Shafiq — is concerned about Pushtunistan, and when 
he was Prime Minister he sent tribesmen and some 
regular troops into Pakistan in an attempt to stir 
up a rebellion on the frontier. Tension peaked in 
the early 1960's, when the two countries appeared 
close to war, diplomatic relations were broken, 
and the border was closed. 

Daud's efforts were almost a total failure. 
Pakistani tribesmen generally did not respond, the 
closure of the border (designed to hurt Pakistan) 
cut off the bulk of Afghanistan's foreign trade, 
and the result was an erosion of Daud's prestige, 
which contributed greatly to his dismissal as 
Prime Minister in 1963. Since that time, the 
Afghans have kept alive their propaganda but have 
gradually shifted their position from advocating 
independence for Pushtunistan to advocating in- 
creased autonomy for the Pakistani frontier prov- 
inces. Daud's present plans concerning Pushtunistan 
are not clear. Presumably, he is more aware now 
of the dangers to Afghanistan and to him of an 
activist Pushtunistan policy. 

Daud's assumption of power threatens relations 
between Tehran and Kabul, which have been gradually 
improving in the recent past. Before the coup the 
Shah of Iran was already concerned about Soviet 
influence in Afghanistan. Daud's cordial relations 
with the USSR may jeopardize the ratification of a 
pending treaty on the apportionment of the waters 
of the Helmand River, as well as the access to road 
and port facilities that the Shah has promised to 
Afghanistan. The Shah is likely to view any threat 
to Pakistan's unity as a threat to Iran. 

Early Life and Career 

Mohammad Daud was born in Kabul in 1909. He 
attended the English-language Habibia School in 
Kabul and studied in France during 1921-30. He 
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later attended the Officers’ Infantry School in 
Kabul. From 1932 to 1938 Daud was commanding 
general and Governor of the Eastern and Kandahar 
Provinces , where he was noted for having introduced 
educational and social reforms and improvements in 
agricultural methods. In 1939 he became commandant 
of the Kabul Military College, and in the early 
1940's he served as commanding general of the Kabul 
Central Army Corps. Daud was Minister of National 
Defense during 1946-48 and then became Minister to 
France, Switzerland and Belgium. In 1949 he was 
reappointed Minister of National Defense and assumed 
the presidency of the First Group of Ministers of 
the High State Council. 

In 1953 Daud was appointed Prime Minister, 
Minister of Defense and Minister of Planning. King 
Zahir removed him in 1963 because of the Prime Min- 
ister's uncompromising policy toward Pakistan. It 
has been suggested that Daud could have retained 
his position but chose to resign in order to pre- 
serve the solidarity of the royal family. 

Waiting in the Wings 

Daud's retirement destroyed neither his power 
the possibility that he might use that power in 
an attempt to return to office. Observers believed 
that the presence of this powerful figure waiting 
in the wings eroded the public confidence needed 
for the successful implementation of King Zahir's 
, "experiment in democracy" and his 1964 reform 
Constitution . 

In August 1968 Daud and the King attempted a 
reconciliation. Their negotiations were unsuccess- 
ful. According to an Afghan Government official, 
in 1971 Daud privately expressed his impatience 
with the King, who he felt was destroying the 
country by his lack of concern and by his tolerance 
of corruption and immorality among members of the 
royal family. Daud and his brother. Prince Mohammad 
Naim, felt that the Constitution encouraged the 
royal family to engage in corruption: Prevented 
from holding public office, members of the royal 
family attempted to influence those who did. 
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In a prophetic remark, Daud said that the King's 
heavy dependence on the army could result in the 
downfall of the monarchy. He accused the King 
of stifling ministerial initiative and maintained 
that his dismissal as Prime Minister in 1963 was 
the result of a campaign of innuendo and rumor. 
According to the above-mentioned Afghan official, 
Daud had urged the King to make necessary reforms. 

Health 


Daud received medical treatment in Switzerland 
in 1959 for what was tentatively identified as a 
slipped disc. Seeking additional medical aid in 
Vienna in 1960, he was found to be suffering from 
spondylolisthesis (maladjustment of the spinal 
column) and rheumatism, although he was reported 
to have appeared more spirited than sickly in pur- 
suing a vigorous night life. Leaving Vienna in 
April 1960, he went to the Soviet Union Rest Cen- 
ter at Sochi for several weeks of rest and medical 
observation. In February 1961, while in Rome, 

Daud underwent an operation for a slipped disc. 
During a visit he made to England in July 1961, 
British officials commented on his physical fitness 
and mental alertness. Daud was confined to his 
home by an undisclosed illness for 2 weeks in 
August 1968. In 1972 he suffered from a bout of 
hepatitis, from which he recovered without com- 
plication . 

Various observers have questioned Daud's mental 
health. In 1960 several members of the royal fam- 
ily referred to him as the "crazy Prince." They 
said that they lived in terror and dared not crit- 
icize Daud. The same sources claimed that Daud told 
King Zahir that the only reason he, continued to be 
King was because he, as Prime Minister, wanted him 
there. Recently, a Pakistani Government official 
characterized Daud as "mad," literally, and claimed 
that the President had once had psychiatric treat- 
ment in the USSR. 

A journalist recently described Daud as looking 
hunched and tired. 
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Daud headed the Afghan delegation to the Third 
Session of the UN General Assembly, in Paris, in 1948 
In 1953 he represented the King at funeral services 
for Joseph Stalin in Moscow and at the coronation ' 
of Queen Elizabeth II in London. He participated 
in the Belgrade Conference of Nonaligned Nations in 
September 1961. In addition to countries previously 
mentioned, he has visited the People's Republic of 
China (1957), the United States (1958), India (1959), 
Iran (1960) and West Germany (1961) . 

"Demon of the Bazaars" 


Since the coup Daud has sought to exhibit his 
populism — and his disdain for the royal family — by 
insisting on being addressed as "Mr. Daud" instead 
o as President." Soft-spoken and informal by 
nature, the President usually maintains a calm 
exterior but sometimes exhibits a violent temper. 
He is said to be loyal to his friends but is 
depicted as being harsh — even cruel — to enemies. 

As Prime Minister he was fond of inspecting shops * 
in disguise, with the idea of ensuring the honesty 
of shopkeepers. As a result, he acquired the 
sobriquet "demon of the bazaars." According to 
bazaar gossip, Daud punished a baker who was over- 
charging for bread by having him baked alive in 
nis own oven? a more common punishment, according 
to rumor, was to have unscrupulous shopkeepers 
nailed to a wall by their ears. 

The President is a moderate drinker and a heavy 
smoker. During his retirement he displayed some 
interest m agriculture. He speaks fluent Turkish, 
Farsi, Pushtu and French. He has some knowledge 
of English, although he does not feel at ease using 

Family 

In 1934 Daud married Zenab Jan, sister of Kinq 
Zahir. They have at least three sons and four 
daughters. One of the daughters resided in Wash- 
ington, D.C., as of 1961-62. One of the sons is 

studying in Moscow? Daud visits him once or twice 
a year. 

13 August 1973 
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SUBJECT : AFGHANISTAN IN 1977* AM EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT 


! * SUMMARY: DURING 1977, AFGHANISTAN’S SECURITY AND INDEPENDENCE 
REMAINED UWDI MINI SHED , THUS SATISFYING Ol!P FOREMOST POLICY GOAL 
HERE. PRESIDENT DA.OUD ALSO MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION* TO THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF REGIONAL STABILITY -- THEREBY HELPING TO FULFILLS 
ANOTHER PRINCIPAL II* 1?. OBJECTIVE. AVOIDING THE TEMPTATION TO TA.KF 
JEKACWA.GE OF PAXISTAU'S DOMESTIC POLITICAL TURMOIL, DAOUD CON- 
TINUED TO NURTURE THE RAPPROCHEMENT HE AND FORMER PAKISTANI 
PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO HAD LAUNCHED IN 197E. HE VAS ALSO ABLE TO 
REACH A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY SETTLEMENT <fITH IRAN OF THE AGE- 
OLD HELMAND ..WATERS DISPUTE. 

2. THE HIGHLIGHTS OF U.S. -AFGHAN BILATERAL RELATIONS VE*E : (A> 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT COMMISSION TO CO*na? fl ARCTICS? CF) 

AFGHAN SUPPORT IN THE UN ON THE GUAM AND PUERTO RICO ISSUES? 

AND (CO AN INVITATION FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO DAOUD TO PAY A 
STATE VISIT TO THE U.S. END SUMMARY. 


3. RELATIONS V/ITH THE US: U.S. -AFGHAN PEL AT 10 NS DURING t*>77 VE>E 
EXCELLENT. THE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN (GOA) FULFILLED AN 
OBLICATIOATO US Td ESTABLISH A JOINT COfWISSION TO CONTROL 
NARCOTICS PRODUCTION AND TRAFFICKING. UNLIKE 1976, THE GOA 

WENT PACK ON A COMMIT ;1E NT NOT TO OPPOSE US ON THE GUAM IS?l!E, < 

THE GOA GAVE US HELP IN THE 1977 UMCA ON BOTH GUAM AND PUF-to 
PICO ISSUES, DAOUD ACCEPTED AN INVIT ATIOMHTO MAKE A STATE vISIT 
TO THE U.S. IN THE SUMMER OF 1978. FUNDING FOR THE U.S. MILITARY 
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR AFGHAN OFFICFPS WAS DOUBLED IN EFFORT 
TO OFFSET -- ALBEIT TO A MODEST DEGREE — THE MASSIuF SOVIET 
PREDOMINANCE IN THE AREA OF FOREIGN SUPPORT FOR THE AFGHAN 
ARMED FORCES. 


4. AS USAID/A.FGHAN7STAN ENDEAVORED TO SHAPE ITS PROGRAMS TO MS*T 
CONGRESSIONAL A*? AID GUIDELINES, AFGHAN 01 FOUI ETUDE VAS Ev. 

PPESSED OVER WHAT APPEARED TO THEM TO BE A RECEDING rtrrcTfc^ 
COMMITMENT IN THE DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE AREA, THE AFGHAN ] FADE®-* 
SHI? FREQUENTLY REMINDED LOCAL AND VISITING AMERICAN OFFICIALS TH< 
AFGHANISTAN WANTS A MORE VISIBLE AMERICAS AID PRESETC* TO OFFER 
SOME COUNTER BALANCE TO THE PP EDOM IN ANT SOVIET PRESENCE IN 
THIS COUNTRY. 
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5, AFGHAN OFFICIALS HAD TWO ; , ICH-L r V ‘L CONTACT 4 - 
SHI? IN 1977, WHEN A^BASSA DO? A?DUL i-’A^ID imptm 
CREDENTIALS AT THE WHITE HCliSF ON JULY 2^, PR rc TD rM T rarrro 
HIM? "THE UNITED STATES HAS FOLLOWED WITH I WT^H^ST TMr ’ 
YOUR, NEW CONSTITUTION AND WE ARE PARTICULARLY AWARE OF TtV 

ppffnlTe P 2ft VISI0NS- ** WF ARF ALS0 W UCH AWARE OF PRESIDENT D ' 
5r F ?2I S J^i MPPOVE THE ^ONOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE AFGHAN p~ 
WE ARE READY TO HELP IN THIS EFFORT," THE PRESIDENT AL^G rn 
PLIMENTED THE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN (GCA) ON THE EEtari 
MENT TWO DAYS EARLIER „F THE NEW JOINT COMMISSION ON AFGHAN 

NARCOTICS CONTROL. AN ° EXPRESSED HIS STR0NG PERSONAL INTFF'S 
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S UBSEQUENTL Y, ON OCTOBER 1, SHORTLY BEFORE THE f, NGA GrccrON 
FOREIGN MINISTER WAHEED ABDULLAH MET WITH S r C^ETAPY \/AN^ A*m * 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON. ABDULLAH WAS ULO iH AT rrr , 4 
pd tad? pv^i? E UP IUM- PRODUCT ION PROBLEM IN AFGHANISTAN AS "A HICK 
ISSUE." (THIS VIEW WAS ECHOED BY SENATOR WILLlA r/1 t 
SCOTT OF VIRGINIA DURING HIS NOVEMPER VISIT TO KAB»L f wwFN "ue 
TOLD DAO'JD THAT FUTURE AMERICAN AID WAS CONDITIONS 0 M 
5rn? A uAe E ftf2 R «5 NCE IM THE WARCOTICS-CONTROL AREA.) THE AM^PT CAN 
if . r?ur BY r5^ LUH THAT PRESIDENT DAOliD STANDSpc*- 
FIELD LY 5EHIND THE EFF0Rts of TIO GOA IN THE OPIUM-CONTpOL 

l* rt A XcIJJ A X« S ^L f 1E ETING ' ABDULLAH EXPLAINED THAT THE GOA vm™ 

"VFR? ™ E NEW AWFR IUAN ADMINISTRATION AND A 

PLIFD THAT^wr i N AFGHANISTAM * THE SECRETARY RF- 

PLItD THAT THE U.5. SUPPORTS THE INDEPENDENCE AND TERRTTOotai 

1™ITY 0F PPGHAHlSrWbJJlD WILL COHTIMUF ITS «SiI?a5c» 

PROGRAMS. SECRETARY VANC& j^URTHER Op IN^D THAT Oil? Two pprcrnGNTc 

EXTEND^D^I ppc-CTnrMTT C | P ™ ^ 

ffrcTT^Tn £u£ RE 5 IDE ^ TlAL INV ITATION -F0R-HS5UD TO MAKE A STATE 

subsequently accepted\he^invitation. THE AFGHAN p R estdent 

MIS’ iSilsstpSEr . 
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S* FROM APRIL 12 TO \5 9 DAOUD PAID WHAT BOTH qrnre ctvi rn > 

^^!g^%gswssw , gri, , ^ , 8^i s* 

ORDER TO MAINTAIN WHAT THE GOA PERCEIVES 
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AS A OPTICAL 3 ALA MCE BETWEEN THE. TWO GPFATEST POVEPS). DUpJMG TTc 
MOSCOW SOJOURN, DAOUD* S PARTY SIGNED A NEW TWELVE-YEAR AGpE^MFNT 
TO DEVELOP AFGHAN-SOVIET ECONOMIC AND TRADE RELATIONS. 

t 

10., RELATIONS WITH CHINA: IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ANOTHER TYPE 0^ 
OPTICAL BALANCE TO DAOUD’S TRIP TO THE USSP, THE AFGHANS ^ECFl'-ED 
ON APRIL 9 A DELEGATION FROM THE PEOPLES* PEPlPLIC OF C^INA, 

HEADED BY CHAI SHU FAN, VICE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN TRADE. THIS 
VISIT PRODUCED LITTLE OF SUBSTANCE, HOWEVER, 

11. ALTHOUGH IN A LOYA JIPGAH SPEECH EARLIER IN THE YEAR D AO UP- 
HAD EXPRESSED HIS HOPE FOR "EVER-EXPANDING RELATIONS" WITH CHINA, 
NOTHING DISCERNIBLE ALONG T U ESE LIUFS WAS ACCOMPLISHED DURING 
1977. THE CHINESE BRIDGEHEAD HERE (WHICH INCLUDES SOMF MTNOp 

AID PROJECTS) REMAINS O'JITE MODEST -- BUT IS SUFFICIENT TO 
SYMBOLIZE AFGHAN NEUTRALITY BETWEEN MOSCOW AND PEKING. 

12. RELATIONS WITH^ 

^PPAkistaN: THE REMARKABLE PAPPROCHEMFNT IN- 
ITIATED THE PREVIOUS YEAR BY DAOUD AND FORMER PAKISTANI PRIME 
MINISTER E HUTTO CONTINUED THROUGHOUT PAKISTAN’S DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
UPHEAVAL OF 1977. BHUTTO RECEIVED A CORPECT, BUT RELATIVELY 
RESTRAINED AND COOL WELCOME DURING A BRIEF JUNE VISIT TO -APPL 
(SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DOWNFALL), AT WHICH TI*E THE GOA SUGGESTED 
THAT FURTHER DETAILED TALKS ON THE PUSHTUNI ST AN ISSUE (DESrpIBED 
BY THE GOA AS THE "SOLE DIFFERENCE" BETWEEN THE TWO STATES) BE 
DELAYED UNTIL AFTER THE THEN-EXPECTED PAKISTANI ELECTIONS. 

SIMILAR UNDERSTANDINGS WERE REACHED LATER WITH GENERAL ZIA-UL- 
HAQ, PAKISTAN’S CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR, DUPING HIS 
OCTOBER 10-11 VISIT TO KABUL. HAQ ASSURED THE AFGHANS -- APPARENTLY 
TO THEIR SATISFACTION -- THAT ALL ELEMENTS OF PAKISTANI SOCIETY 
NOW SUBSCRIBE TO THE DETENTE WITH AFGHANISTAN. FOR THEIR t>A®T, 

THE AFGHANS HAVE SCRUPULOUSLY AVOIDED ANY SEMBLANCE OF INTER- 
FERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF PAKISTAN, ALTHOUGH THEY EY- 
PRESSED GREAT SATISFACTION WHEN UAL! KHAN WAS RECENTLY RELEASED 
FROM PRISON AND ALLOWED TO REJOIN THE POLITICAL LISTS. 

13. THE SOVIETS HAVE REMAINED OUTWARDLY PASSIVE A* CUT THE A FGW««- 
PAKISTANI RAPPROCHEMENT THUS FAR. ON THE OTHER HAND, US OFFICIALS 
IN BOTH COUNTRIES HAVE MADE CLEAR WASHINGTON’S GREAT SATISFACTION 
OVER THIS DEVELOPMENT WHICH SATISFIES ONF OF OUR MOST IMPORTANT 
REGIONAL OBJECTIVES. 

14. RELATIONS WITH IRAN: DAOUD ALSO BROUGHT ABOUT PET TER pEL AT IONS 
WITH AFGHANISTAN’S CULTURAL COUSIN, IRAN, PU SETTLING — AT LF*«7 
FOR THE PRESENT -- A LONG-STANDING ISSUE BETWEEN THE TWO IT.VT^j 
THE DIVISION OF THE WATERS OF THE HELM AND RIVER. AFTt'R SEND I ”0 
HIS BROTHER AND SPECIAL ENVOY, MOHAMMAD MAIM, TO TEHpaN TO oAvE 
THE WAY, THE GOA EXCHANGED WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF Iran AXQGOI) 
INSTRUMENT? OF RATIFICATION FOR THE )?73 HELMAfJD WATERS TREATY, 
WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT HANGING IN LIMBO AFTER THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT 

OF AFGHANISTAN, WHICH HAD NEGOTIATED IT, HAD BEEN DEPOSED BY THE 
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NEW REPUBLICAN . 
TO WHAT UNTIL TH 
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LTD TP AH I AN UHOEPST AMD ! NO 
A COKTF OVERS I AL FLOOD -CONTROL AND 
A r C‘ ? /\;:S WANTED TO LAUNCH IN THE LO' ,,r P 
IS !>CU V? THE DESIGN .STAGE). 


BY TH r SHftH’IOVER 


a m ACfipirr, PLAN OP SUCCESSION FOP DAOUD, T* !F AFGHAN l 
COUNTERED AT E V E H Y APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY 0 i CITING 


,, ™ T..- np«XT Sir, HOVtVKR, the AFGHAN'S CCTTlirT TO P 5 ' r ^T 

iufT'T*"v"--'wTTH ~C''V r JIISTIFTC^inN Vtc>-'ir5 > (& lW^ 1! 

$ In FPO- "»« TW? YEAR riOD, 1WSOVCT. "0™ GO'"r*»- 

ISTEM-itY, H'fT DISCREETLY TRYING TO FFSOLVE A S<?0*?EL? 
-irp"j c*i'lL MWIF? 1 ' c--v l; . r of ?OP"P> MEAT ITU* P»U PM THE 
Gro.Wn.r-^T RO AD. " IRRITATED BY REPEATED EXPprsSIO-iS OF CO'ICTRY 
,E ' ‘ ^ ' cnvi^T IMFLNSvCE IM AFGHANI ST AN AND THE LACK OF 

- ‘ AFGHAN LFAOFpchIo 

T H r I P OWN 

IPS OVEG IPS SUCCESSION QUEST I OH IN IPAN. 

16. RELATIONS wj-fH OTHER STATES: DURING THE FALL, O w E CCA DE- 
CEIVED A. RAPID SUCCESSION OF FOREIGN DIGNITARIES, WHOSE "ISIT* 
PRODUCED LITTLE OF REAL SlBSTAtrcE: CUBAN DEPUTY FOpRICH *INI C TE" 
PELEGPTN TOR? AS (SEPTEMBER 19-23), HUNGARIAN PRESIDENT PAL 
L0S0NC2I (OCTOBER 1?~1S), IRAQI VICE PRESIDENT TAHA M VHI-AL~ 

DIN MA’PUF (OCTOBER 22-25), AND MONGOLIAN FOPEIG M MINISTER 
MANGALYN DUGERSIJREN (OCTOBER 26-5*2). UPON HIS RETURN FPO M THE UVoA 
SESSION (AND A TOUP OF CALIFORNIA), AFGHAN FOPEION MTNI^TFp WAHFFD 
AGD«LLAH VISITED IRAQ, IRAN, AND VARIOUS PERSIAN GULF STATES 
(WHERE HE TRIFD TO ATTRACT FINANCIAL' ASSISTANCE FpO M T HF t.ATTEp 
GROUP OF WEALTHY CORELIGIONISTS). 10 ST OF THIS FLU°RY OF 
DIPLOMATIC VISITING WAS DESIGNFD TO FURNISH AFGHAN I ST AN*S 
CREDENTIALS A3 AN ACTIVE NON-ALIGNED STATE, AS KA°VL AMBITIOUSLY 
PREPARED TO HOST THE MAY MEETING OF THE COORDINATING rOM M ITTEE 

OF THE NON-ALIGNED GROUP OF STATES. THE GOA HAS BEEN INCREASING 
ITS ACTIVITY IN SUPPORT OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT IN SEVERAL 
AREAS, SUCH AS THE L AVSOF-THE SEA CONFERENCES AND NORTH-SOUTH 
ECONOMIC ISSUES. KABUL IS PARTICULARLY EAGER TO IMPROVE THE 
STATUS OF LAND-LOCKED DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND HA? THcnUGHOffT 
1977 UTIL TEED EVERY OPPORTUNITY lO PROMOTE THIS CAUSE. 

17. ALTHOUGH T* 457 GOVERN ’TNT -CONTROLLED AFGHAN PRESS REPOPTFD T U F 
PEACE-TALKS ACTIVITY If! THE MIDDLE EAST IN A THOROUGH AND 3ALANCFD 
FASHION, THE GOA WARILY CONTINUED ITS LO?JG-ST ANDING POLICY OF 
AVOIDING ANY INVOLVEMENT -- AND HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY CAREFUL 

IN THIS AREA SINCE! SADAT’S BREAK WITH SEVERAL ARAB STATES. 

THE AFGHANS SEE THEMSELVES AS NON-SEMITIC MUSLIMS, WITH NOTHING 
,T0 GAIN BY TAKING ANY Si AND OTHER THAN PROVIDING GENERAL LIP- 
SSWttZt TO THE ARAB CAUSE. 

IS. COMMENT : U.S. INTERESTS IN THE PROMOTION AND PRESERVATION OF 
REGIONAL STABILITY WERE WELL SERVED DURING THE YEAP PY DAOUD’S 
prcpoi’^T-^T improvement OF AFGHAN GELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN AND 
IRAN. HIS HANDLING OF THE DIFFICULT AND COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP 
WI T H T‘ !F USSR ALSO CC K -T TNUED TO BE DEFT AND ABLE. IN SEVERAL 
VAV o AFGHANI Si an* 3 GER r „LITICAL SITUATION ROUGHLY RESEMBLES THAT 
OF FINLAND -- A'-'D DAOUD MANAGES THIS CHALLENGE AT LEAST AS M ELL 

AS, IF NOT BETlER, THAN KFXKONEN. CONFIDENTIAL 

19. I m ORDER TO SUPPORT AFGHANISTAN* S EFFORTS TO PRESERVE T U E 

nrCRFF O’" jMprpF NDENCE FROM SOVIET ^PESSIV'ES — 
W vr C ^ TO f ^PT»ciPAL"u c p 0L T G v GOAL here, VE CO KT 7*1*2 to DE‘*CN- 
cTpfcTc' d;t FP-pMOhY A*vO TANGIBLE INTEREST THPCL !r V A wI?ISLE 
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^ can- r :- ••hence 

r.~E DAOUD IS 


JM 7E*IS COUNTRY. THE STATE VISIT VE WAVE ALREADY 
t'hf k-Y ITEM ON THE 1S7S US -AFGHAN AGENDA. 
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Foreign Minister, Politburo 
the f V, i rd mrn in the inner 
a * ' 'T? - onces with Amin or 
i * ‘ , possi bi y wi th som" 

1 '1 Mrai.th Minister 


n s i 


As i ; m V’ 1 5 • n nr 
t ho Pa 1 rc e ‘in 
driving the lend tank in 
deputy Prime Minister 
Interior Minister (where 
in his own ministry' 


■( nisi 


of T r. ' 
the 1 r st coup, . 
the pr ev i ous coup 
after the coup, 
he uppnrently had 


!’- 1 pd the tanks 


itly was also 


• i ii r 
:ld j.u 

in 1 h ? . . He became 

wa s m) on* d "moted to 
little hii'li;->nce even 
was then made army commando'* br ief’ y end 
when the government. n ft p(!' 1 r r.Ojnlnr 
■o'd in the latest cabinet shuffle . 
s been characterized as a pi i h 1 
c r . ; ad as a capable and a n b i t i f ' u * 


then Defense Minister 
soldier in the job, u«d in the latest cabinet shuffl e . -s : • ni 
back to Interior. }■.■? h; s been characterized as a pi i h 1 not 

very bright tank d r i . c r , and as a capable and an b i t ie •< u * an, Ko 
one doubts his courage or his willingness to take personal risks. 
He has given no * » f'-r.-io of disloyalty to Tarnki and Amin, bu£ is 
still regarded by .mm yonc -apparently including th <r *m--as ithe 
person most like’y to lead a coup against the government.' H* is 
regarded rs less pro-Soviet and doctrinaire than the civilians in 
the g ov e* r. v n t . 


Lt Co 1 , Sherjrn ^a zd oorya- , Minister of r »* on tier Affairs. The 
ministry is unimportant, and Mazdooryar may be finished. He 'was 
recently moved from Interior, and before that he simultaneously 
commander of one of the armored brigades near Kabul, commander of 
the Kabul garrison, and commander of the army corps in Kabul, 
giving him the most critical commands in the country. Apparently 
he was believed to be too close to Wntanjar and too likely to 
become involved in a military coup. 

Abdul Karim Visaq, Finance Minister, Politburo Member. ‘ Self 
educated, from a*poor family, at one time he was suppossea tp be 
the fourth most important man in the government, but he may have 
slipped. Again, vie know of no differences with the party 

leaders. 

Dr. Mo hummed Iqbal, First Deputy Minister of Defense. He is in 
charge of ensuring the loyalty of the military, and apparently 
actually runs the ministry. (This may have changed since Amin 
took direct control of th*' ministry last month.) He is Amin’s 
man, and a key link in the government’s chain of control . 
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THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN 


I. 


The localized tribal fighting that erupted in the eastern 
provinces when the pro-Soviet coup group seized power in 
late April 1978 has since grown into a countrywide 
insurgency. (S) 

A. Faced with the hostility of the great majority 

of the traditionally independent population, the 

I 

regime of President Taraki and Prime Minister Amin 

- ' t , i | (.iil': 

has no better than an even chance to complete its 


B. 
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second year in power, (s) 

Taraki and Amin will survive only as long as the 
loyalty of the military, the security service and 

the ruling party remains intact, undW ^ft^helfvy' 

‘ ” ■- - • - *—■ /U{t: t'fto t- 

pressure * being brought to bear by hostile ‘forces . (S) 

1- The most likely successor regime would be 

led by, or at least have the backing of leftist 
military officers. (S) w— v 

2. Coup plotters might seek Moscow's tacit approval 


^ v *MV t ** f 

seize power would in any case retain strong 
ties with the Soviet Union, (s) 

The Soviets favor the installation of a more 
broadly based government as a means of 
defusing the tribal insurgency. (S) 
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ir. 


Taraki and Amin have been the key figures in the regime 
since the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan seized 


power in April 1978. (S) 

A. However, Taraki, 62, is not in good health and there 
are signs he is playing a less active role than 
during the early days of the revolution. <S) 


B. 


C. 


D. 


Amin is de facto key decision-maker in the day-to 
day affairs of the government. (S) 

1 u i - , ^ ^ /Ov l ^ ^ ^ 

His status as the regime's mover and - shaker was 


confirmed 31 March when he was promoted from 
deputy £urime minister to prime minister, a 
post Taraki had held since the revolution. (S) 
The regime's key policymaking body is the ruling 
party's seven-man Political Bureau. (S) 

I. Taraki, Amin and Deputy Prime Minister Shah Wali 


make up the Political Bureau's Secretariat. (S) 
The top party leadeap6hip seems fairly well united as 
it faces the country's multiple domestic problems. (S) 
1. There are some frictions but the key figures 
recognize they must submerge their differences 


at a time when their survival is threatened by 
a countrywide insurgency. (S) 


.1. The beleaguered Taraki regime's survival has come to 
depend increasingly, as the insurgency has spread, on 
Soviet political, military, economic and technical support. 

i 

(There are between 1,5000 and 2,000 Soviet advisers 
presently in Afghanistan.) (S) 



A. 


B. 


C. 


A f ghanistan* s nearly total dependence on Moscow 
has given the Soviets far more say in the Afghan 
Governments day-to-day decisionmaking process 
than they have ever had. (S) 

1. Still, Taraki said Amin appear to be setting 
the main lines of policy. (S) 

The regime does not yet face a security situation 
that might prompt a request to Moscow for the 
direct intervention of Soviet forces. (S) 

t 

1. However, an appeal for Soviet combat upits 

is conceivable within the next 12 months. (S) 
The Soviets will go to some lengths to protect their 
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interests in Afghanistan but probably not to the 

_ j / 

extent of intervening militarily. (S) 

1. The Soviets would be deterred by the prospects 
that their forces would be bogged down 


1. 

W 


3. 


indefinitely trying to shore up a discredited 

\ / \nciJL&cv<±^, sW tr+iuJyv'L h 

I tuv<4 fnLi 0 tu*~ -/v*/' 


regime. (s) 

Soviet leaders u iS!& ‘frav&^toi < wStgff V tte"'region‘ 
particularly wiht respect to Iran, Pakistan 
and India — and international political costs 
of -direct intervention. <S) 

However, if serious fighting broke out in areas 

near the Soviet border, Moscow might provide 

increased numbers of tactical aircraft, helicopters, 

in) 

pilots and advisers to assist Kabul. (S) 
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Tb,? v-vevnm^nt is making no progress aaainst the 
tribal insurgency, which continues to spread and erode 
military capabilities. (S) 

A. If morale in the military continues to decline 
it will affect the government's ability to hold 

Kabul and other key cities. (S) 

B. Casualties and defections to the rebels have left 
the regime short of men in major commands through- 


out the country. (S) 

C. In spite of continuing Soviet support, the Afghans 

face problems in maintaining equipment and supplying 

units in the field. (S) 

The tribal insurgents operate with impunity in over half 
of the country. They have overrun a few government 
positions in. the east and interdicted main roads for a 
few hours but they have -been unable to seize an important 


. t 


town. (S) 

A. They lack centralized leadership and strategic 

• coordination needed to unify them into a cohesive 


^"fb^ce. (S) 
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B. ’ St il 1 ^ i ^ they should be able to maintain pressure 
• - y against the regime for some time. 


(S) 

They have a long tradition of guerrilla warfare 
and can draw on large manpower reserves. <S) 


Simple logistic requirements enable them to 
live off the land and to equip themselves with 
arms captured from government forces. (S) 
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CINCPAC FOR POL AD 


ISLAMABAD , NEV: DELHI, TEHRAN : ALSO FOR USDAOS 


3.u. 11652: XGDS-1 
X A S * A C PI i' c ^ A P 

SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC DATA ON AFGHAN CABINET 


.. REF: KABUL 3423 


l FOlllO-’ISG IS BIOGRAPHIC DATA NOW AVAILABLE TO THE EMBASSY 
0*J THE MEMBERS OF THE AFGHAN CABINET ANNOUNCED WAY: 


WJR MOHAMMAD TftRAKI — PS I PE KI8ISIER AMD CKAIRMflt! OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL. CPIO REPORTED KABUL JJT2). 


T (.!*?. 

CEOC 

CEOR _ 

ecu. l 


PHifi L 


TASK. 

I3FA 


oacdav -atimm --uTrr GHAIRFAN OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL AND 
V C^E MINIVER. KARI-IaV <™ENTLY KNOWN ^PlY AS BAB HAX) 

»« y***™ JfP.MSk SI DAoSn; 5W5 M . 

AP IT AT on WHILE ATTENDING KABUL UUIVERRITY AND EPERT FIVE ...ARS 
t m M r HR-56). AFTER HIS RELEAS? H? COMPLETED LI~ LA^. 

A oe 0 CIATED WITH HIP AX3A.R KHAIDAR, THE 
CoT'u WIST 1 FAAER WHOSE r.URDER APRIL 17 WAS. THE FIRST CL? AR 
?r l W T*W e TO CO - '* r (KABUL 3142). APPROXIMATELY 
\tt % l?c -V A CLOSE ERIEUD (LOVER) OF ASAHITA RATEBZABAH, 

6r A eoCIAL AFFAIRS. AMD IN 1565 HE WAS EtCTEO TO 
- ta'-'^'T " 1^' 1467 H? WAS CHOSEN AS A KEM9FR OF THF CENTRAL 

■ CO^IT^FP OF THF COMMUNIST PARTY AT ITS FOUNDING CONGRESS. 

t?i Vs7 •> VivED ^'ITH XWAIBAR" IB OPPOSITION TO THE TAPAKI 
• L ? S 4 MToV*" PARCH**. HE WAS NOTED AS A STRONG SUPPORTER 
pr thp'pi S'^L’NI^Tan ISSUE with CLOSE CONTACTS WITH «AU KHAH 
U?;- 'mn” i A : 'i r ' T PARTY IN PAKISTAN. IN 1973 HE LED 
.SioJ^r-lT'or-OMCT'rATIOHIN AFGHAN HISTORY" TO PROTEST THE 
ur, 'T WITH IRAN. BA3RAK WAS ONE OF THE 

"SPVEN COMMUNIST LEADERS ARRESTED BY THE DAOUD GOVERNMENT ON 
“APRIL 25 (KABUL 3227) . 


FaA. 



ua _ T7 „, , AL- A.-TM-jr:r PPI^ r MINISTER AMD MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
HAFIZULLA^^.^u^ v.a. ( „ Jf! 15 > 2 c?. A S EARLY AS 1959 

r. • 1 _ - it a r* o MACTE3C 


V - • V^ISI AtITATOR. AMIN HAS A MASTERS 
DEGREE in" SECOND; 'Y EDUCATION FROM COLUMBIA (1951?) AND R-TU. -Ft 


V»nl 

t i* i /J i. j* . 4. * * i t 
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•irr? 


TO OO'.'FBIA C 1963-6? ) Pm T-U A 0DIT I ONAL YEARS OF EDUCATION. 

mV;:! ^ BV usatd grants. amis. was associated 

p4^--m P J,n E n ‘ } A r ' a * ri irs ' ;;d IfJ THE bitter factionalism 

®X T 5 ."- W KHALP AMn If; ISC? WAS ACCUSED BY PARCHAMISTS 

Or : /:!? A CIA AGENT. AC JT ME ■■'VS;? OF THE LOWER HOUSE OF 

pah l i a m e nt , a fin has occasionally;. oyisgQjjftN against us 


C? 


i.'VIT ITS Lti AFGHANI STAR. AMIN WAS AMONG THOSE COMMON T STS 

n c? r — ' r> V **• i ... ^ * **' 


i. - J 


y THC DflOl'D GOVERNMENT ON APRIL 25. 


CAPT'.I“ APLAM--VICP PH IKS MINISTER AND MINISTER OF 

COM: Uril CATIONS. <S?~ KASUL 3353) 

COLONEL ABDUL PAPER ••MI PI STSS OF DEFENSE. (SEE STATE 113374 
AND UFO AO KABUL gA-6-EH'"“^ r 53R-7F. 

!RP «!P‘AD ("'ID ( PANJ ’AI) --MINISTER OF INTERIOR. AHMAD 0° 

NR 0! PA’IJUAI IS THE SOM OF A WEALTHY LANDLORD IN THE KANDAHAR 
AP t A i’:. IF BELIEVED TO BE A UMIVFF^ITY 0P^Oi!/’T r , ^P^KCS 
r.N’CL J ■','■{ f • A, 'F ’-'S A MI NO" OFFICIAL IN THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFT AT .\Z PHI G" TO H.TS ELECTION TO PARLIAMENT IN’ 1965. 'IN 1963 
HE VAC ASSOCIATED ,r ITH B APR A ’( KAPMAL AND THE PARC HAM PARTY. 

IN' PAH LI A HE NT Hr TOOK A HARP COMMUNIST LIFE, PUT OUR BIO DATA 
STATLF SKIP** AT l C ALLY) THAT HE HAY BE MORE TRACTABLE AND GP r fv- 
MI ('DSD THAU OTHER COMMUNISTS. 

SULTAN A LI KFSHTrAN— M inister 0* PLANNING. KESHTMAN HAS BORN 
CA. 1905. IN 1965 HE '-'AS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN ON THE CENTRA! 
COT!' I IT EE OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC PARTY CAN EARLIER 
INC.V’H'ATIOM OF KHALQ). TN 1965 HE PAN FOR A L 0W V7 R HO!i°E ^^AT 
IN PARLIAMENT BUT LOST THE ELECTION. IN 1967 HE H r LP TH-" 
POSITION OF DIRECTOR GENERAL IN THE ECONOMICS SECTION OF 
THE MI UJ "TRY OF MINES AND INDUSTRIES. HIS, SISTERS HAVE 
BEFf! EARLY SUPPORTERS OF DR. ANAMITA RATE3RADAH, THE PRESENT 
MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS. 

ABDUL KARIM HESAQ-- Mi !'■ I STEP OF FINANCE. (NO BIO DATA). 

DR. ^LFH MOHAMMAD ZARA Y -- ‘ MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. DP 
?A”'*.Y WaS A GRADUATE C-r THE KABUL UNIVERSITY MFDT^AI FArill TY 
u '' WAS .»•: THE TO? OF HIP OlMsUu. FTVEH ?r«P MCULTY 

? candidate for parliament from kandaha.r t u the 1959 

a.LCJ I CDS. HE WAS APPARENTLY APR^ST^D SfP-FTT** 57 D’J t T ,? 0 THF 
CA.-'UMGU. AT that TIME HE WAS REPORTED TO BE A MEMBER OF TH- 

CWUIRAL COMMITTEE-B A3RAK GROUP." 

. 

AS -.CO NO REPORT INDICATED THAT DR. ZAP AY SOMETIME AT T WT ^ END 
OF l:vo9 TEID'E-”o HIS RESIGNATION FROM THE KHALO PARTY ON 
G'M'U U^s f.HAT THE PARTY HAD NOT PROTESTED TO THF GOVERNMENT 

A ">X A; ‘ RES * T# he at that ti '- 5 suggested that kafizull^h 

AU'I (KW.M'P KHAL 0 CENTRAL COMMITTEE ME MR ) SHO'U HAV^P” ; ^\’ 

ufHn^ V?-™™™ ****** FROM PARLIAMENT IN PROTEST AGAINST 
l 11 " (DR. S AP ’Ml S i . HIS RESIGNATION REPORTED! Y wFAVTfjm 

TK*. j Y IN THE KAMO A HAD AREA. HE IS BELIEVED SUBSS^U^nti Y 
TO HAVE PL'.LU; ' l? HI - KM* 1.0 PARTY AFFILIATION. ZAEAY I 1 ' BROTHER* 

''’" UL UR ) ’ F). TY n is ECTOR OF CULTURAL AMD FOREIGN 

P J.L m 1 J o .! o , : i -R MO; ,0 7 .AH A Y. 
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ABDUL HAKIM SHARAYEE--UI MISTER OF JUSTICE AND ATT OH” EY GENERAL. 
SHA.VsY.\Z IN 1962 WAS A SEC O’ 9 YEAR STUDENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JO'.’.v ALISH, FACULTY OF L- r YTEC C * *>T THAT TIME THERE VAS SOME 
SIMPS - TIC U H" ’/AS ,* '! I'MCR/*: •* ’T OF THE '-MG’-? AM SECURITY FOR CM' 7 . 

AT THAT SAME i IHE HE I OLD A. SOURCE THANHS V/AS ACTIVE IN’ THE* 
COMMUNIST PARTY A HD THAT HE EXPECTED SOKE DAY THEREBY TO RE 
AN IMPORTANT LEADER. J 1963 HE REPORTEDLY WAS SENT TO THE USSR 
FOR FURTHER STUDY. / 1 M P6? SH V‘ A YEE V/AS REPORTED TO A VERY 
ACT I VE CO: EH' El ST '’"'l E'-EVEFD T-' ST IER T MG UP CONFLICT DEi'./EEM 

UZBEKS A i O PJSMTtJHS AT SAR-E-PUL, UTAH NAZAR -I- SUAE 1)\ AT T )0V.‘ 
TIMS HE WORKED I THE AFC HAH ENCYCLOPEDIA DFPARTMFMT OF THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION’. AT THIS FAME TIME ANOTHER SOURCE REPORTED 
THAT HE WAS ATI ENDING R r GULAR CCYMUfLIST PARTY MEETINGS 
INVOLVED IN D.TCSEWT NAT I EG PARTY SHOP AC ADD A AND **A Nil " ISLAMIC 
IDEAS." SHAPAY:^ X -M ' ”N 07 THE CfM'Mi MI ST C ;* //PE ST ED ?Y THE DA OH 
GOVERN OF /IT ON APRIL 2 > e 


- •^E’N’.H 'MALI C AL r f 0 ’/ '• .1 ) ' - M I ’ ’ I ‘ V PUBLIC HEALTH, THE LAST 

NAME ALLEGE A I "ST A". I * PIN .V’ A FLIGHT UN FROM THE KA’-'DAHA^ 

A:.. A. v/ALI G - ML'.’! N , \C : TV'" • j CAL SCFOf L OF KA’NJL UNI VEN VI TY 
AND '.'AS AH ASSISTANT 'FS OH AT TVR MEDIC'*! SCH nn ' IN’ 

JALA'. ADA". HE LAY HAVE RECEIVED SOME TEAIMr’G i « CZE C WOM OVA X T A . 

AT THE TIM” OF THE COUP HE WAS DEPUTY DIRECTOR OR KABUL Uf'I V~ ! MIT V 
WOMEN'S HOSPITAL. MALI WAS ONE OF THE SEVFW CO^FUNNI sv - ^i>rcT-^ 

BY THE DAOUD GOVERN! IF NT OK' APRIL 25. 

GHULAM VAST TCI:; PANJSH.TR I— MINISTER OF 
EDUCATION. PAFJ?!!ir:l WAS FORMERLY D TF' r CTO n OF err^O ^H 10 
RADIO AFGHANISTAN (1963-65) AND DIRECTOR 6=* LITERARY 
PRIZES , MINISTRY OF I ^FORMAT ION AND 0") TUVE (IDS' 7 '. 

HE WAS IMPRISONED DURING THE I960 P*RL T A" r ’”T a*y‘ o' : CT T D’'S FOR 
"INSULTING THE KING" AMD WAS RELEASED IN 1972. GEFORf/hIS 
ARRESi HE './AS ASSOCIATED WITH KHAIDAR A V D s AU - f :< k*-' > ”A| 

BUT EVIDENTLY WHILE IN PR ISO N HE RESIGNS PNOM THE r; ' RCHAU 
PARTY IN WHICH HE WAS A LIMBER 0/' THE ON ;!N/L cro;:m””, 

IN 1970, PA NJ SHIR I AND A COUSIN TO REED A SPLINTER GROUP CALL r D 
DEMOCRATIC KHALO KARCAPI A EG HA ” 1 c r fV’. H v ; 1 A f> O-’F 0” ! l,rr nr^ir.' 

OF SEVEW ARRESTED ON APR!!, 25. 


MOHAMMAD HASS AN BAREK SKAFII (SHAFI * T) — WIFI STEP 0^ I NFORMATION 
A NO ffULTURE. A "LEADING AFGHAN POT* , SH*~j’v ' i A, ^ RRi~OR 
OF THE THEN MEW PUN LI CAT 10 1 1 "KMA1.0" IN 1S£G, AMD WAS DIRECTOR 
OF PHOTOGRAXMFTPY ip THE CARTOGRAPHIC IPSTI iYjTp" T’-:- 7 * 

MIMISrpy OF MINES AND INDUSTRIES FROM 1960 TO fo67. f’~ ALSO 
EDITED "PASHTUM EACH" MAGAZINE AND WAS DIRECTOR FCP "PAYAUF 
E’NLAZ" IM IS 65 . Ill 196 P HE WENT TO WORK AT THE MINISTRY OF " 
INFORMATION AMO CULTURE IN AM UNSPECIFIED POSITION. 

PILING THE, SALE YEAR HE BECAME A SECRETARY OF THE PARCKAM 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE, HAVING STAYED WITH PARCH ATI AFTER THE 
TAP AKI split. DURING A 196$ CONVERSATION with TAPANI ftND CHAFE’ I, 
EMBASSY OFFICERS REPORTED THAT TARAKI WAS VERY SOI ICITOU^ 

OF SHAPE * I , AND THAT HE CONSULTED with HIM PRIOR TO ANSWERING 
DIFFICULT OUSSTIONS. ALTHOUGH SKAFF’I’S LANGUAGES APE SUPPOSED! Y 
LIWIYcD TO FARSI AND PUSHTO, THESE OFFICERS BELIEVED HE COLD n 
FOM.O" YOST GF THEIR ENGLISH CO f ".,’”S c KTIO:' - 

r U! A IMAM LAEO— MINISTER OF^^TO AND IF? EVT^tou <?ir«r 

v c- o ‘ ~ w * * • •-• i\ nC U 1 . 
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or ffoi cert s?c or kabul 11*31 v - ;; n r Y. - r 
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physios ^F’vnr-Li';! •'? polytechnic institutf. 

to his oro-'H”*:, a .} h.hassy rn , his clc-ah Fni: ,,: ;s .orr hup 

FCKAHHAV5 T.AFAYI , HA :' '< ’ '.i YL '-. H .Y'l” A* 0 SHOTA N AFT K IT FT!'. A HO , 
ALSO NAFUD TO THE CHIHLI. DAU : 'SH IS A UF'iFTR OF KMALO • 


LT COLO NFL FOH'HHf'F ' A I — H T M I : 'T Tir OF PUBLIC VCPa-. (HO 010 
PATA) . 

kohamkad hausfr j*r a hi—up' t^thr o? water afo pc?f.s, 

NOHAUMAJ KAHSM'i H ' FAY’ 7 X S fHF r r=\ ( <" r r 1 : * •-* k '.fv .-.-i * » '•.-•• ••»-, f . ; T . 

J !■: - IC” : Vio;: v; ;; '.rr ~ .. 

I” the Tt:.vr..7r: rr.,.;. /..'.i a. ;;}vrr' • "vp :■ - J ' 

a:-!E3Icah u.i/'.T.HLxrv cr debuts m hay : <•> ir: . , : ,>vn yr > ;, r y{ 
itJ the rcrnw state-; fcp< a:< is-komh i - Yd 

AinosT j9f ; vo TP-.' to ccu-mbia oiv -.xsra, ' 

OL'i I Hi O.Ff'vt I OH I * ■;? Il- :’TL S VI; •■’ V j £ K y at vh? !*A'!r rr 

BII!ICT«y 0- JV2TT.CZ OVKICIAL FOR CofismiW CELL 

b LG INN IKS NOVEMBER 196<S. 


! YLTILSS 


PR Or E* SC LAKY ODD S L ' A H- - 0 1 i 1 1 SI FT? OF KICHEfi 5l* :r A]{ 

iS A PHOFF.::CoR IN TT.C FACULTY CF SCI£FO:% js F-V-:^ * 

SYi-IPATKIZSr' CT MET. 00^ OF THE KIIALO PARTY, A 

WITH KNOWN PARTY [-iLFSERS. 


? * . 1 
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DR. ANAHITA R ATEBZ AD A)S I N I f 7'FR C* r ^';TAL A p ^-’ r pm-vp 
ABOUT 1929 IN KABH, r SHF ATTKYU- D Nf > ' orrr : ^ ‘ " j - . 

1551-53. A in FEDTC-.L SCP.OOL AT KAB-L ‘ u - v 

Lq.iR of balrak about irgo alb, ; f*/' Tto -- ■ v.- ,,7 

IF 1 9G7 1 FAS ASSCrrVFO UITir IF'^M ,v > m v *> > * I « * XY 
0 !-:F OK THE w CO'IMUiJlUT TRILHW - Y— ‘iU J .= 

SHF WAS REPORTED TO EE ON THE PaRCPaM- FPRTY 0_! 7 : L COF'i'r; i EL- 

ABDUL -OADUS GKOTBAI-S) t--*1INIST”R OF C0' v ‘:^rr t:' 

«as a i sr ;r> t of the rtYCKv;';.;. r.pa ri-F^f^Y-V FcloY 1 

T J.fL KD ° ? bA3HAK KAHr5AU WE HAVE MOTHER IHKG/iHATICr! AT THIS 

* * i 

NIZAMUDDTM TAKE IB-- N INIOTER Cr- TRIBAL t*>c y ’ T IB TS 

Kur-aue, sr . ■ apfhix'yately isss. in the c- 'ly i- <-- FtY-7 

fAUoKT AT i!,'. 3 13 IA CCi.'.EGE A’ l A!'0 AT 1 "" JS',' " , i f i-V A 

HE IS A G--*H!ATE OF THE I ET. FACtJU Y \Y' ' K*P; / l!7Tw.-p^ r 'V 

': n: ’ :K0 FC * «' 5 a RAO 10 AH) TV.;:* TOO” Y V ;Ytm 
T;,E Mliur..;/ CF EOijC-flOH V E 1 W ••) IJJ t; - ! -- - -V-Wr 

or ENCYC!..:. IAS Alii) VAS A r.-!.l. tlEHE ') OF SO'H rr- 

-ic* AT* - r. s t--^ ; ; f - 9 REFortEO to attf .pi ncsar.F 
he i •..-, nsFCRTEOU- invchv-i is p; at-... " T YtY- ' 

I P f f A L* ‘ ” ' 1 n ^ /-i ■ 'i « / * » - — . ' ' * * t - “ 1 '■ 
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O 06J631Z may 73 
FM AtiEMD ASSY KABUL 

TO fUJEKC/StCSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 7834 
INTO KUSSQD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD IMMEDIATE 7075 
RUE KMO /AMEND ASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 944 
KUSOAE/AMj.M^ASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 5510 
.RUairiR/AMi^ASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 6113 
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CONFIDENTIAL ijrteUL 3619 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


E. 0. 11652J QDS 

tr'Si PGOV, PEPER, PINT, AF, US 

1-UCJECTt FIRST CONVERSATION WITH NEW AFGHAN PRESIDENT 



AUM„ 
GS,0_ 
BF 

PER_ 
HU 

RSO_ 

l*SG__. 

TSO_ 

SCRO. 


!• NUR MOHAMMAD TARAXI , THE PRESIDENT QF AFGHANI STAN* S NEW 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, AND HE LIKES TO BE CALLED "MR PRESIDENT,** 
RECEIVED ME ALONE IN HIS OFFICE AT THE OLD PRIME MINISTRY 
GUILDIN3 AT 5 P.M. ON MAY 6, I NAS RECEIVED AT THE ENTRANCE OF 
THE BUILDING BY THE SAME CHIEF AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF PROTOCOL WHO 
HAD SERVED THE PREVIOUS REGIME* AS AN INDICATION OF THE TIMES, 
THE DEPUTY CHIEF, WHO IS A MOHAMMADZAI , STARTED WEEPING WHEN I 
ASKED HIM ABOUT HIS FAMILY. IT WAS IN THIS MOOD THAT HE USHERED 
HE INTO HIS NEW CHIEF’S OFFICE. SECURITY PRECAUTIONS SEEMED 
TO DS MINIMAL, WITH ONLY ONE ARMORED VEHICLE VISIBLE IN THE 
COMPOUND OF THE PRIME MINISTRY. 


CRO_ 

TCU__ 

MP_ 

DAO l 
MAAG„ 
AGR 


' 2* TARAKI GREETED BE WITH A WARM HANDSHAKE AND A FRIENDLY SMILE, 

- duly recorded by photographers, we then sat down in the corner 

0? ittS OFFICE AMD EXCHANGED A FEW PLEASANTRIES WHILE OUR PICTURES 
CONTINUED TO 3E SNAPPED. I GOT A GOOD LAUGH FROM HIM WHEN I 
■ SAID I WAS SORRY I HAD NOT MET HIM DURING MY FOUR AND ONE- 

- HALF YEARS IN AFGHANISTAN — AND EVEN SORRIER DURING THE PAST 

_ NINE DAYS. TARAXI SPOKE EXCELLENT , IF SOMEWHAT RUSTY, ENGLISH. 

# 



c O si F & T ! A L 


SAID KE * ¥A$ SURPRISED TffAT I HAD NOT B EFN THF 
£5” AK^SSADOR TO CALL CM Kill. Me : WHAT HHS T-n- ?r> 
i?IS?k ISM IM AFGHANISTAN IS A "GOVERNMENT OF TH? PEOPLE RY^MP 

Sd^«B ra't» 0 5«2 E « , I£S? LE •" 00RBEC "i ;::i himself 'a bit^ hs SAID HE 

£7j.5S K ? D THE SAME CUESTION of THE PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR Rirritiier 
ETHNICALLY. 0 AFQHflNISTAN HAVE SO MUCH IN COMMON, CULTURALLY AMD 

S* ^ THEN EXPLAINED THAT IN CASES LIKE THIS. yr^ivt MnT pvTcun 
FORMAL RECC3NITI0H BUT INDICATE, AS WE HAVE DONE. THAT WE w?St 
™ CONTINUE NORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. I SAID.’lN FACT US 

*Sn?n T0 CL0SE V0RKINS RELATIONS WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT I 
^ED, AS OUR NOTE STATED, THAT I HOPE HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD 1 *aw 
A ,CHANC£ SOON TO AFFIRM THE VALIDITY OFNXISTIMG TREATIES .un 
AGREEMENTS. HE MADE NO COMMENT OM THAT SSIStlO™ 

THESE PRELIMINARY EXCHANGES, 

LOTS* IB WWoSm^IS ¥ RIBARd“ ™ AT AF3HANS AN ° AME ? I0a "S «AVE 

7* I THEN STATED I WANTED TO BE FRANK WITH HIM T tuat ac 

pnt TH ft UNITED STATES HAD NEVER SOUGHT ANY STRATEGIC OR 

POLITICAL ADVANTAGE FROM AFGHANISTAN* HF AGREED I SAID TW4T nwr 
OF THE CARDINAL POINTS OF OUR POLICY IS TOIIELP AFGHANISTAN^ 
MAINTAIN ITS INDEPENDENCE, ITS INTEGRITY, A ID ITS^ATIOnI? 

IDENTITY. HE NODDED ENTHUSIASTICALLY. I SAID THAT SINCERE BRITISH 
“PJ INOX A, IT WAS OUR VIEW THAT TOE ONLY COUNTRY THAT COULD 
TM J pilr Y TJvrf ATE:N AFGHANISTAN’S INDEPENDENCE IS THE SOVIET UNION 

1 K0TED » POLICY H«“J) BEEN TO TRY TO CONSTRUCT * 
SOVIET EXPANSIONISM, BUT THAT OUR APPROACH TO THIS 
■PROBLEM HAD, IN THE COURSE OF TIME BECOME MORE SOPHISTICATED. 

I STATED VE COULD READILY UNDERSTAND — GIVEN AFGHANISTAN’S 
GEOGRAPHIC POSITION AND ECONOMIC NEEDS — WHY IT WOULD WANT A 
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION. BUT. I 

said, we would be disturbed if Afghanistan’s foreign 

AND DOMESTIC POLICIES WERE TO. BECOME INDISTINGUISHABLE 
FROM THOSE OF THE SOVIET UNION BECAUSE THAT WOULD 
OBLITERATE AFGHANISTAN’S NATIONAL IDENTITY AND WOULD 
GIVE RISE TO TENSIONS IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD WHICH 
WOULD THREATEN PEACE. I SAID THAT IT IS IN THIS 
CONTEXT THAT WE APPRECIATE AFGHANISTAN’S NONALIGNED 
POLI CY . 


S. IN RESPONSE, TARAKI AFFIRMED THAT AFGHANISTAN IS 
AND DESIRES TO REMAIN AN INDEPENDENT COUNTRY AND MASTER 
OF ITS OWN DESTINY. HE SAID HE WAS PLEASED THAT THE 
UNITED STATES TAKES A MORE FLEXIBLE VIEW OF THE WORLD 
AND ADMITS, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT IT MADE A MISTAKE IN 
VIETNAM. HE REFERRED TO HIS BEING IN WASHINGTON DURING 
THE DAYS OF SENATOR MCCARTHY, AND NOTED THAT THE THEN 
VIOE PRESIDENT NIXON HAD REFUSED C^vCE TO'-COME TO AN 
AFGHAN EMBASSY RECEPTION BECAUSE AFGHANISTAN WAS TOO 
CLOSE TO THE SOVIET UN'ION. HE WAS PLEASED THAT THAT IS 
MO LON3ER THE APPROACH THE UNITED STATES TAKES TOWARD 
HIS COUNTRY. > 

tONF^iDENTlAk 







CONFIDENT! AL. 


9. I THEN SAID THAT IN EVALUATIN3 THE POLICIES OF A 
GOVERNMENT IN A DEVEL0PIN3 COUNTRY LIXE ADGHAHISTAN, 

THE UNITED STATES WOULD LOOK FIRST AND FOREMOST AT 

what that government is doing to raise the standard 

OF LIVING OF ITS PEOPLE AND TO ASSURE THE MAINTENANCE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS — ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ■ 
LEGAL. AT THIS POINT, TARAKI BECAME MUCH MORE ANIMATED 
AND HELD FORTH AT SOME LENGTH ON THE SUBJECT OF HOW 
HIS GOVERNMENT WANTS TO HELP THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN. 
HE SAID THAT HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES —UNLIKE HIS 
PREDECESSORS, REALLY CARE ABOUT THE POOR PEOPLE OF THIS 
COUNTRY AND HAVE NO INTEREST IN PUTTING MONEY IN SWISS 
BANKS. HE SAID THAT IN JUDGING HIS GOVERNMENT’S 
POLICIES, WE SHOULD ASK THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
WHETHER THEY THINX THEY ARE SUCCESSFUL. IN THE PAST, 

HE BELIEVED FOREIGNERS TENDED TO TSK THE ARISTOCRATS 
WHO, OF COURSE, WERE NOT INTERESTED IN HELPING THE 
POOR BECAUSE SUCH A POLICY WOULD THREATEN THEIR OWN 
PROSPERITY. REGARDING HUMAN RIGHTS, TARAKI SAID 
THIS IS A VERY COMPLICATED PROBLEM AND THAT EACH NATION 
MUST JUDGE FOR ITSELF THE KIND OF HUMAN RIGHTS THAT 
ARE MOST SUITED TO ITS OWN SITUATION AND CULTURE. HE 
MADE IT CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT HE WOULD NOT WANT US TO 
MMAKE VALUE JUDGMENTS WHICH WOULD BE TANTAMOUNT TO 
INTERFERENCE IN AFGHANISTAN’S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. I 
ASSURED HIM THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS NO DZKIRE TO 
TRY TO TRANSPLANT ITS GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM ELSEWHERE, 

BUT THAT WE, NEVERTHELESS, CARE DEEPLY ABOUT HUMAN 
RIGHTS. 


10. TARAKI THEN SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD JUDGE OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS BY THEIR WILLINGNESS TO HELP AFGHANISTAN. 

HE SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
• PLANS HAD NOT YET BEEN FORMULATED, BUT THAT HE WOULD 
BE ASKING US FOR ASSISTANCE AS, INDEED, HE WOULD BE 
ASKING THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHER COUNTRIES. HE SAID 
THAT THE PRINCIPAL SLOGAN, ADDUMG THAT HE REALLY MEANT 
POLICY AMJ ROT SLOGAN, OF HIS GOVERNMENT IS TO PROVIDE 
BREAD, CLOTHING, AND SHELTER FOR THE MASSES. I 
DESCRIBED OUR AID PROGRAM OF RECENT YEARS AND ITS 
EMPHASIS ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND AGRICULTURE FOR 
THE RURAL POOR. HE SAID HE WOULD TELL ME, AS HE HAD 
TOLD THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR, THAT OUR RESPECTIVE AID 
PROGRAMS HAD FAILED, AND THAT THE FAILURE WAS -DUE TO 
THE LACK OF COMMITMENT OF THE PREVIOUS REGIME. I SAID 
I AGREED WITH HIM THAT OUR AID PROGRAM HAD HOT ACHIEVED 
ITS GOALS. HE ASKED ME WHY. I REPLIED THAT HE KNEW 
HIS OWN COUNTRY B£TJE$ THAN .1 f - AND THAT I WOULD MERELY 
SAY THAT THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT WAS NOT CAPABLE OF 
IMPLEMENTING THE KIND OF PROGRAM' THAT UE WISHED TO SEE 
IMPLEMENTED. HE OBVIOUSLY TOOK GREAT PLEASURE IN MY 
SAYING THIS. 
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11. TARAKI THEN SAID HE WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT I 
UNDERSTOOD WHAT HE MEANT BY •'BREAD". HE SAID HE WANTS 
TO PROVIDE JOSS FOR THE THOUSANDS OF AFGHANS WHO HAVE 
LEFT THE COUNTRY TO WORK IN IGNOMINY ABROAD. THIS 
WILL MEAN THE CONSTRUCTION OF INDUSTRY AND INFRA- 
STRUCTURE. AND HE HOPED WE WOULD HELP WITH THAT. I- 
TOLD KIM THAT ONCE THE APPROPRIATE MINISTERS IN HIS 
GOVERNMENT WERE PREPARED TO DISCUSSEUCH MATTERS WITH 
US . MY AID MISSION DIRECTOR AND I WOULD BE HAPPY TO DO 
SO. 


12. I THEN SAID THAT ONE OTHER MATTER OF IMPORTANCE TO THE 
UNITED STATES IS THE STABILITY OF THIS REGION OF THE WORLD. I 
SAID WE HAVE BEEN DELIGHTED AT THE PROGRESS THAT HAS BEEN MADE 
IN RECENT YEARS IN DEVELOPING REGIONAL COOPERATION. TARAKI SAID 
THAT THAT WAS, CF COIFSE, A MATTER THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
STUDYING. HE ALSO SAID THAT WHEN ONE TALKS OF REGIONAL CO- 
OPERATION, THAT MEANS NOT ONLY COOPERATION WITH INDIA, PAKISTAN, 
AND IRAN -- BUT ALSO WITH THE SOVIET UNldN. 


13. THE CONVERSTATION ENDED WITH PLEASANTRIES AS IT HAD BEGUN. 

HE SAID THAT HE HOPED THE SOVIET UNION WOULD NOT JUDGE HIM BADLY 
IF HE BUILT MORE MOSQUES; BY THE SAME TONN, HE HOPED WE WOULD 
NOT JUDGE HIM BADLY IF HE, HIMSELF, DID NOT 30 TO A MOSQUE. HE 
CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT EVERYTHING HE HAD TOLD ME HE HAD ALSO 
TOLD THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR. 


14. COMMENT: TARAKI IS A SLIM, WHITE-HAIRED, PROFESSORIAL MAN 
WHO LOOKS SOMEWHAT OLDER THAN 61. HE HAS THE CHAM AND EMPATHY 
THAT ONE LEARNS TO ASSOCIATE WITH AFG HA NS. HE IS ALSO CLEARLY 
HARO HEADED AND EXHILARATED BY HIS SUCCESS. WHEN HE IS PARTICULARLY 
ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT A POINT HE IS MAKING, HIS EYES ASSUME A FIERCE, 
GCOST DSNATICAL INTENSITY. OIF CONVERSATION WAS EXTREMELY 
CORDIAL AND WAS ALSO, I THINK, A REAL DIALOG. 
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E.O • 1165?: GDS ■ 

TASS: RAID, AF 

■ SUBJECT * FUTURE OF US AID PROGRAMS IN AFGHANISTAN 
REF : STATE 116319 

■ 1, SUMMARY: IN OUR VIEW, THE INSTRUCTIONS IN PEFTEL COM CELLING 
.OUR AID PROGRAM IN AFGHANISTAN TOO LIMITED AND TOO INF’ 


jTT - . 

" L. A. 


A STRATEGY FOR PURSUING OUR INTERESTS HERE. 

RWl - AMOVING "THE DUST TO SETTLE” BEFORE ESTABLISHING A DIALOGUE 

qn; K *fi, TT RPS MAY FORECLOSE FUTURE OPTIO 'S VI 1H THE NEW PEG I ME* 

MSG WE pvcOMMSKD AN EARLY PROBING OF THE TARAKI GOVERNMENT'S 

TSG INTENTIONS AND PLANS. END SUMMARY 

ep r*fi 

lor 2. VS HAVE NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT 

LKU TH £ „p v A p QHA M GOVERNMENT INDEED QUALIFIES as a "COhMUUIST*' 

TCU I ME I N THE CONTEXT OF SECTION 6?0 (F) Of THE "FOREIGN 

MP ASSISTANCE ACT.” THE TARAKI GOVERNMENT HAS REPEATEDLY 

n ~ ' REJECTED THAT LABEL — AND, FOR THAT MATTER, HAS NOT YET 

DA0 even USED THE WORD "SOCIALIST” IM A NY OF ITS PUBLIC 

MAAG — — ANNOUNCEMENTS OR CONVERSATIONS WITH US. THE MAJORITY 

f OF THE NFV REGIME’S LEADERSHIP INDEED POSSESS WHAT COULD 


AGR. 

QEA__ 
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BE DESCRIBED AS A "COMMUNIST” PARTY BACKGROUND (ALTHOUGH 
VH” ?*AME "COMMUNIST” HAS NEVER BERN USED BY AMY OF THE 

JRS AFGHAN LEFTIST PARTIES). THE NEW LEADERSHIP !JN PEN I ABLY 

TC T R CAME TO POWER THROUGH VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED , BUT THEY 

rr ^; MOULD CLAIM that THAT HAS NECSSSAPV Ir: Oi:DER TO OVERTHROW 

cc:oc — THE "TYRANNICAL DICTATORSHIP" OF DAOUD » V” 3 ELI EVE THE 

CEOR TRUE INTENTIONS AND POLICIES CF THE NEW GOVERNMENT 'MAY NOT 

CRU ( " BE~DISCEJNIELE FOP SOME TIME. 

, ■ 3. TH 17 NEW GOVFRNMEMT HAS MADE IT CRYSTAL CLEAR PUBLICLY -- 

SHI8_Z aN0 tq PEIS DUALLY -- THAT IT- WANTS AID FROM ANT AND ALL 

TABU SOURCES « INCLUDING THE US, AND » IN THE NOR ALIO KED CONTENT « 

kc. VI LL BE JUDGING THE "FRIENDLINESS” OF FOREIGN NATIONS 

in THE LIGHT OF THEIR WILLINGNESS TO EXT? NO ECONOMIC AID. 

Faa UNDER THESE Cl RCUUSTANCES , V? SEE MO POLITICAL - 

ADVANTAGE TO CUR APPEARING TO BE UNDULY STANDOFFISH OH 

fjpp ATIVF/ SUCH A STANCE COULD IMPEL THE NF” AFGHAN REGIME 

TO r Ef.OMF TOTALLY DEPE m R~ v T ON -- AND ALIGNED WITH THE 
1 Z-\ * USSR, A LA CUBA. BY V?AITI*S TOO L0L3 , WF RISK CAUSING 


ID 


^ • i 

i > , » ! 


64 ^ 


> i 


! 

i 


CQ^.F 






Oi 

i 



THE TARAKI GOVERNMENT TO CONCLUDE IT IS DEVOID OF ECONOMIC 
OPTIONS, OTHEP THAN FULL DEVIANCE* ON MOSCOW AND ITS SATELLITES . 
DEPUTY CHaIEO-^BABP^X MADE T f !J c - ■‘'LAIN. TO ME THIS WORKING. 

A FEELING OF- LACK OF ' ALTER M ATI VS 5*^1 1 G H I. BECOME STRONGER 
HERE IN COMING WEEKS IF,'AS IS POSSIBLE, AFGHANISTAN 
IS DENIED FURTHER SAUDI ARABIAN, KUWAITI, OR I RANI AM 
ASSISTANCE. 

i 


A. OTHER WESTERN DONORS ’WE HAVE CONSULTED, INCLUDING THE 
CANADIANS (REF KABUL .37 1 6) , BRITISH, AND WEST GERMANS , 

PLAN TO CONTINUE THEIR ONGOING ASSISTANCE PROGRAMSCC 

HERE • THE GERMANS 

AVE TOLD US THAT THEY PLAN TO TEST 
THE WATERS BY INDICATING A WILLINGNESS TO CONTINUE THEIR 
PROJECTS, AND THENMWHAFQ 
K THE CL1NAZE UNDER ACTUAL 

OPERATIONAL CONDITIONS. IF THEY SENSE AFGHAN OPPOSITION 
OR MISDIRECTION, THEY PLAN TO PULL HACK. IF, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, THE GERMANS FIND THAT THE NEW AFGHAN REGIME 
IS RECEPTIVE, THEY ARE READY TO CONSIDER THE NEGOTIATION OF 
NEW PROGRAMS/ THERE IS APPARENTLY NO GERMAN LAW PROHIBITING 
AID TO COMMUNIST COUNTRIES rONLY A POLITICAL POLICY WHICH 
BONN APPLIES SEPARATELY TO EACH SITUATION. FOR EXAMPLE, 

THE GERMANS ASSIST "SOCIALIST" REGIMES IN AFRICA WHICH 
COULD STRICTLY BE REGARDED AS "COMMUNIST," BUT BONN IN 
SUCH CASES DOES NOT DISCERN A MEANINGFUL LINK TO MOSCOW • 

INNXYE CASE OF THESNEW AFGHAN REGIME, THE GERMAN EMBASSY 
DOES NOT YET THINK THE TARAKI GOVERNMENT CAN BE ACCURATELY 
DESCRIBED AS "COMMUNIST" OR LINXED TO MOSCOW THROUGH THE 
"INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST CONSPIRACY <‘»*uCtE. UNQCRf 4HDT AT» 

TftE UNDP AND THE ttORLD BANK ARE ALSO PLANNING TO CONTINUE 
THEIR ASSISTANCE OPERATIONS HERE. 


5. WE BELIEVE WE SHOULD BE DOING SOMETHING SIMILAR 
TO THE GERMANS. ADOPTING A POLICY WHICH EXPLICITLY HOLDS 
UP NEW . AID OBLIGATIONS, AND ILLICITLY PUTS IN ABEYAMBE 
ANY MEANINGFUL DISCUSSION WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT, WILL 
LIKELY BE INTERPRETED AS A NEGATIVE SIGNAL EY THE 
V REGIME. 


,fv , u L‘^.. rwo projects where a freeze ok hew obligations 
JJ n4nFrPT5?r HALT PROGRESS ON IM PL EH E t!T AT I Of) . 
« r MS^J t L 0BLIGAII0NS P°R THE HK1.R ft f.'D PRCUECT . WE WILL 

iM<rr N or^l 0 »S! ND THE P Hfl? - 5 * * * * * 11 DRAINAGE CONSTRUCTION. 

JUST BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, WE HAD SENT THE PREVIOUS 

<2^ f uroI A LETTER bating that tke conditions precedent 

SATISFIED, AND THAT WE WERE READY TO SIGN A 
^WECi AGREEMENT AMENDMENT WHICH WOULD OBLIGATE 3.2 
MILLION DCUARS FOR DRAIN CONSTRUCTION. A SIMILAR SITUATION 
EX 1ST S WITH THE INTEGRATED WHEAT PROJECT. IF T C ‘ ,cr W 

? E ?P ES T0 ACCEPT THE M I A C CONTRACT PROPOSAL. - 
WE WILL Bi UNABLE TO FIELD A TEAM UNTIL -ADD JT ICNAL FUNDS 
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OH HOW TO PrfOCo.E 1 ). Vc. WOoLO A.LSO -- j; . D , s po0R £(JT THAT 

AMERICA is CO* IT, ED TO ^t^ANTST Vi' WILL DEPEND . IN LARGE 
OUR AB II. IT Y TO DO SO IH Ar GHAU^A. ^ULL DM^, r WHTS * 

P^T, ?\% Ct ,l C T^r< T 0 ECONOMIC AMD SOCIAL 

AS Vi ELI. AS IN T *. — , 'LTU,. *- .-> u r ' cv. , ti i, i ft HCTF. THAT THE 
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SI" UcVi 1 is S polsiif i-OF OUR AID 

A N PosTURE G wm ; ^g «{ Political 
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RECONFIRM ITS RESPONSIBILITIES rjfJjHY THE PROJECT AGREEMENTS, 
AND TO i:&ICATE OUR WILLINGNESS TO CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE 


CM TM 


'■ PC HE 'LT K •' JTRV 1 0 : : ;? OJECT AMETDi'ENT A UD ON 


THE Thu A;.:) D ST PROJECT FAstli:*.' IK :,,L DEPARTMENT AND 

AID PERCEIVE NO OBJECTION, THIS FISHING EXPEDITION WILL 
BE LAUNCH DURING MY AMD THE USAJD DIRECTOR* S INITIAL CALLS 
ON CABINET MINISTERS INVOLVED IN ECONOMIC AID PROGRAMS. 

10. AS FOR THE FUTURE , WE STRONGLY HOPE THAT OUR GOALS 
IN AFGHANISTAN CAN CONTINUE TO BE SUPPORTED BY AM AID 
FRO GRAM PERCE 17 EJ> BY THE MEW REC.IME AS MEANINGFUL. AMD 


HELPFUL. 


i i « 

V’ H 


SHOULD BE ABLE TO DETERMINE FAIRLY EAKLY 


IN THE GAME WHETHER THIS WILL BE POSSIBLE. 


il. REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS SOODEST. I AM ALREADY IS MY 
ROUND OF CALLS ON THE NEW MINISTERS, AS-ASS-ALL OTHER 
AMBASSADORS HERE , AND IT WILL BE NOmr IF El ?JG THE 

DEVELOPMENT MINISTERS. ^ 

ELIOT 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, PEPR, AF IR, US 

SUBJ: IRANIAN ASSESSMENT OF AFGHAN DEVELOPMENTS AND 

U . S . -AFGHAN RELATIONS 

REF: STATE 240411 

1. ADDRESSEES AWARE THAT SHAH HAS VIRTUALLY FROM THE 
FIRST HELD PRIVATE VIEW OF NEW AFGHAN GOVERNMEN* AS FOR 
ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES A SERVANT OF THE SOVIETS. HE 
HAS DISGUISED THIS VIEW BEHIND AN OFFICIAL POLICY OF 
"WAIT-AND-SEE" , GIVING THE NEW GOA EVERY BENEFIT OF THE 
DOUBT. FORMAL RELATIONS HAVE CONTINUED AS BEFORE, 
INCLUDING CONTINUING DISBURSEMENTS ON EXISTING ECONOMIC 


COMMITMENTS (TEHRAN 7818 AND MEMORANDUM TO DEPT AND KABUL 


ON 

RANI 


drafting date I£L. ext. 

POL : GB Lajnbr a k i s 9/25/78 1110 
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EtON : JMil 


00157-101 


OPTIONAL FORM 15?i*-0 
(Formerly FS 412(H)! 

January 1975 
Dipl, of St n't 
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Cta^aifreation 



ofIaugust 23 ) but ALWAYS WARILY. 

2. SHAH MADE IT CLEAR TO THE AMBASSADOR, A$ THE TIME j 
THAT HE SAW LITTLE TO GAIN FROM "CODDLING" NEW AFGHAN 
REGIME, BUT HE WOULD GO ALONG WITH USG DESIRES IN THE 
MATTER. HE SHOULD THEREFORE BE GIVEN ADVANCE WARNING 

IF USG POLICY IS TO UNDERGO A CHANGE (VIZ. SENATE AMEND- 

.* ■' • . 

MENT TO FOREIGN ASSISTANCE APPROPRIATIONS BILL, STATE 

241684 NOTAL) . jwf™ IflOULD ■ THEN BXPDCT TUB - PRIVATE 

rQT i TCY TO BFO^Hir PTT BTiTr OMB gH * H wnnr . n ao & h me 

OtEATBIt U ff ~TPf MT flN SUBPQW SO* mUT?M mTTTr MTmm - fl Wg HIM 
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F?.0. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, SGEN, SHUM , AF 

SUBJECT: NSW AFGHAN DECREE LIBERALIZES MARRIAGE ARRA UP EM.- NTS 

U THERE FOLLOW/ S THE TEXT OF DECREE NUMBER SEVEN 
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC CF AFGHANISTAN (DR A) REGARDING MARRIAGE, 

WHICH WAS ISSUED OS- OCTOBER 17: 


BEGINNING OF TEXT: 


"DECREE NO. 7 

"DOWRY CP1AHAR) AND MARRIAGE EXPENSES 

"THIS DECREE IS ISSUED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF 
ARTICLE 12 OF THE BASIC LINES OF REVOLUTIONARY DUTIES 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANISTAN FOR ENSUR- 
•NG OF E0UAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN WITH MEM IN THE FIELD 
W CIVIL LAW, FOR REMOVING THE UNJUST PaTRIARCHIAL 
TUDALISTIC RELATIONS BETWEEN HUS BA >T> AND WIFE, 

FOR CONSOLIDATION OF FURTHER SINCERE FAMILY TIES. 

"ARTICLE ONE 

"NO ONE SHALL ENGAGE OR GIVE IN MARRIAGE (NIKAH5 
A dlRL IN EXCHANGE FOR PAYMENT IN CASH OR COMMODITIES. 

- nJ one SHALL COMPEL THE EPIDEGROOM TO MAKE A 
PAYMENT In CASH OR COMMODITIES IN THE NAME OF A 
MARRIAGE PORTION CTOYANa OR WALWAR) AT THE TIME OF 

marriage. 


"ARITCLE TWO: 


"NO ONE SHALL COMPEL THE BRIDEGROOM OR HIS GUARDIAN 
TO PREPARE CLOTHING OR PRESENTS FOR TYE GIRL OR HER 

family in the ma^elLds— im 9 naurozi, barati, or other 


OCCASIONS. 


limit: 
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"ARTICLE THREE: 
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"THE GIRL CR HER GUARDIAN SHALL NOT TAKE AS MO NEY . 

IN CASH OR COMMODITIES IN THE NAME OF DOWRY CM A HAW 
MORE THAN THE TEL DARHAM SPECIFIED BY THE SHARIAT, 
WHICH D0S c NOT (NOU) EXCEED 300 AFS • , ON THE BASIS 
OF THE (CURRENT) EaNK RATE OF SILVER. CNOTEt AFS. 

300 EQUALS LESS THAN TEN DOLLARS AT THE EXCHANGE 
RATE OF OCTOBER 23, 1978.) 

"ARnCLE FOUR: 

"THT ENGAGEMENT AND MARRIAGE SHALL TAKE PLACE 
(ONLY) WITH THE FULL CONSENT OF THE PARTIES; THERE- 
FORE: 

"1. NO ONE SHaLL FORCE A MARRIAGE; 

"2. NO ONE SHALL TREVENT THE FREE MARRIAGE Ur « 

WIDOW OR FORCE HER INTO MARRIAGE BECAUSE OF'RELATION- 
SHIP OR PAROCHIAL TIES; 


"3. NO ONE SHALL PREVENT LEGAL MARRIAGE OF ANOTHER 
PERSON ON THE PRETEXT OF ENGAGEMENT, FORCED ENGAGE- 
MENT EXPENSES, OR BY USING FORCE. 

jARTICLE FIVE: 

}the EWAGEMENT AW MARRIAGE OF WOMEN UNDER 16 
TEARS OF AGE AW MEN UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE ARE NOT 
PERMISSIBLE. 

"ARTICLE SIX: 

"I. THOSE VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS DECREE 

SHALL BE LIABLE TO IMPRISONMENT FROM SIX MONTHS TO 

THREE YEARS. . 

£ 

"2. THE MONEY OR COMMODITIES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
ACCEPTED IN VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
DECREE SHALL BE CONFISCATED. 


"ARTICLE SEVEN: 


"THIS DECREE SHALL BE PROMULGATED AFTER PUBLICATION 
IN THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE." 

END OF TEXT 
BT 

#8517 



L USE 


71 


limit: 




USE 


RU SB AE /A ME MB AS SY NEW DELHI 6110 
RU0MHR/AMEM8ASSY TEHRAN 673 6 
BT 

CONFIDENTIAL 





LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 2 OF 2 KABUL 8517 


2. COMMENT: THROUGH THE NEW DECREE, 

THE GOVERNMENT PLANS TO ELIMINATE FORCED MARRIAGES 
OF CHILDREN Aft) WIDOWS, AND TO REDUCE THE TRADITIONAL 
MARRIAGE EXPENSES WHICH OFTEN’ FORCE THE INVOLVED 
FAMILIES DEEP INTO DEBT. WHILE THE ELIMINATION 
OF THE DOW PRY AND MARRIAGE PORTION ARE LIKELY TO EE 
POPULAR WITH POTENTIAL BRIDEGROOMS AND THEIR PARENTS, 
THESE CUSTCMS ARE DEEPLY ROOTED IN AFGHAN SOCIETY, 

AND HAVE BOTH HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS SANCTION BE- 
HIND THEM. FOR THIS REASON ANY SERIOUS ATTEMPT BY 
THE GOVERNMENT TO ENFORCE THIS DECREE, PARTICULARLY 
IN THE MORE CONSERVATIVE RURAL AREAS, IS LIKELY TO 
MEET INITIALLY WITH CONSI DERABLE RESISTANCE. KING 
7AHIR TRIED THE SAME PROHIBITIONS IN THE LATE 1D50S. 
IF A FAMILY DESIRED A CERTAIN GIRL AS A BIRDE FOR 
THEIR SON, THEY HAD TO AGREE SECRETLY TO THE TRADI- 
TIONAL CHARGES. THE PAYING FAMILY WAS THEN UNDER- 
STANDABLY RELUCTANT TO JAUNDICE THE NEWLY FORGED 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE GIRL’S FAMILY BY BETRAYING 
THEM TO THE KING’S JUSTICE. THE LAW, NEGLECTED, 
WITHERED AWAY. 


3. IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT THE DOWRY CMAHAR) 

IS TRADITIONALLY AN AGREED-UPON SUM OF MONEY WHICH 
IS PLACED IN THE BRIDE’S NAME AT MARRIAGE, BUT RE- 
MAINS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE HUSBAND UNLESS HE 
DIVKORCES THE WIFE, AT WHICH TIME THE MONEY REVERTS 
TO THE WIFE. IN EFFECT, IT IS A KIND OF "ALIMONY 

IN ESCROW. THE REMOVAL OF THIS PROTECTION -- AND 
DISCOURAGEMENT FOR DIVORCE — WITHOUT CONCURRENT 
CIVIL PROTECTIONS WILL, IN EFFECT, PLACE WOMEN 
IN A MUCH MORE PRECARIOUS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POSI- 
TION, HENCEFORTH VIS-A-VIS THEIR HUSBANDS. 

4. SOME KABUL WITS HAVE OBSERVED THAT THEY CAN NOW 
FINALLY AFFORtf TO ACQUIRE THEIR FULL MUSLIM QUOTA 
OF FOUR WIVES. THEY ARE, OF COURSE, OPTIMISTICALLY 
OVERLOOKING THE OVERWHELMING MAINTENANCE EXPENSES 
OF BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR FOUR WOMEN WHO ARE, BY 
CUSTOM, ENTITLED TO — AND WHO DEMAND — EQUAL TREAT- 
MENT. 

DUBS 
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TAGS: PEPR, EAID, AF, US 

SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT OF AFGHAN DEVELOPMENTS A,ND U.S. -AFGHAN 
RELATIONS 


REFS: (A) STATE 240411$ KABUL 7370 

1. WE AGREE WITH THE BROAD OUTLINES OF YOUR ASSESSMENT OF 
THE GENERAL' DIRECTION OF DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN AND 
THE UNCERTAIN PROSPECTS FOR A RETURN TO CLOSE U.S. -AFGHAN 
RELATIONS* NEVERTHELESS, WE STILL FIND OURSELVES UNSURE 
A3 OUT THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME, EVEN ASSUMING THAT THE 
PRESENT REGIME MAINTAINS ITS HOLD ON POWER, AND WE BELIEVE 
WE SHOULD WORK FROM THE PREMISE THAT A CONSTRUCTIVE U.S.- 
AFGHAN WORKING RELATIONSHIP COULD STILL EMERGE. WE WONDER, 
IF AND WHEN THE SITUATION GELS A BIT MORE, WHETHER THE DRA 
WILL BECOME A DOCILE CAMP-FOLLOWER DOMINATED BY iHE USSR, OR 
A RADICAL-LEFTIST REGIME ON THE FRINGE *Or THE NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT BUT WITH PECULIAR AFGHAN CHARACTERISTICS AND A DE- 
GREE OF INDEPENDENCE.’ THE MOST ADVERSE DEVELOPMENT IN TERMS 
OF OUR INTERESTS WOULD 31 THE INTRODUCTION OF SOVIET COMBAT 
TROOPS- IN AFGHANISTAN, WHICH WOULD SERIOUSLY DISTURB THE 
ENTIRE REGION. 

2. WE SEE, AS YOU DO, OUR REGIONAL INTERESTS AS PARAMOUNT 
IN OUR CONSIDERATION OF A PROPER APPROACH TO THE DRA AND 
WOULD VIEW AN I BRIDE NT 1ST AFGHANISTAN, ESPECIALLY ONE 
BACKED BY IHE SOVIETS, AS A SERIOUS THREAT TO PEACE AND 
STABILITY IN THE AREA. WE 3ELIEVE THIS IS A REAL FEAR 


ESPENIALLY IN PAKISTAN AND ALSO IN IRAN. 

3. THE ASSESSMENTS OF AFGHANISTAN’S NEIGHBORS ARE SIMILAR 
TO OURS ALTHOUGH PAKISTAN AND IRAN CONTEND THAT AFGHANISTAN 
IS ALREADY IRREVOCABLY ’’LOST’* TO THE SOVIET UNION. 

PAKISTAN SEEMS TO WANT US TO SHARE THEIR ASSESSMENT OF THE 
THREAT, PRESUMABLY TO OBTAIN A GREATER U.S. COMMITMENT TO 
PAKISTAN’S SECURITY. AT NO TIME HAVE. THE PAKISTANIS 
QUESTIONED OUR POLICY OF MAINTAINING THE U.S. PRESENCE IN 

'73 



AFGHANISTAN. THE INDIANS SEEN SOMEWHAT MORE SANGUINE ABOUT 
BEING ABLE TO DEAL WITH THE DRA 3UT, NONETHELESS, ARE VERY 
DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT INCREASED SOVIET INFLUENCE IN KABUL. 
WE NEED TO KEEP THESE VIEWS IN MIND WHEN JUDGING POSSIBLE 
REGIONAL REACTIONS TO ANY CHANGES IN OUR OWN POLICIES 
TOWARD AFGHANISTAN. 

4. THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION ARE IN FACT FOLLOWING 
POLICIES QUITE SIMILAR TO OUR OWN. IRAN IS CONTINUING 
AID ALREADY COMMITTED ALTHOUGH HOLDING 3ACX FROM NEW 
AGREEMENTS. INDIA HAS APPARENTLY OFFERED TO STEP UP ITS 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IN AFGHANISTAN AND HAS IN OUR VIEW 
BEEN PLAYING A VERY HELPFUL ROLE IN ATTEMPTING TO EN- 
COURAGE SOME DEGREE OF INDEPENDENCE AND NON-ALIGNMENT BY 
THE NEW REGIME. PAKISTAN IS ACTIVELY PURSUING A POLICY OF 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH THE DRA (EXPEDITING TRANSIT OF 
AFGHAN TRADE, 0433$3,5 “8-*S SEPTEMBER 10 VISIT, DOWN- 
PLAYING OF AFGHAN REFUGEES, RESTRAINED RHETORIC) AND 
APPEARS TO SEE SUCH A POLICY AS IN ITS INTEREST. 

5. ONE OPTION WOULD BE FOR US TO PHASE OUT OUR ACTIVITIES 
IN AFGHANISTAN, BUT WE BELIEVE THIS WOULD BE VERY UN- 
SETTLING TO AFGHANISTAN’S NEIGHBORS AND INCOMPATIBLE WITH 
THEIR POLICIES* THE DRA HAS NOT ASKED US TO PACK OUR 
BAGS AND LEAVE BUT ON THE CONTRARY HAS ACCEPTED OUR 
POLICY OF MAINTAINING OU 

INTEREST AND PRESENCE. CLOSING 
OUT OUR EFFORTS IN AFGHANISTAN WOULD LIKELY BE SEEN AS AN 
ABDICATION OF OUR RESPONSIBILITY AND WOULD ACCOMPLISH FOR 
THE SOVIETS ONE OF THEIR PRIMARY OBJECTIVES, NAMELY TO 
REDUCE FURTHER U.S. AND WESTERN INFLUENCE IN AFGHANISTAN 
(MOSCOW 23479) AND THE REGION. IT WOULD NOT BE IN OUR 
INTEREST TO GIVE SUCH A BLANK CHECK SIGNAL TO MOSCOW. 

6. CONSEQUENTLY, WE BELIEVE THE GENERAL APPROACH ADVOCATED 

IN STATE 211 102 REMAINS VALID AS A FRAMEWORK FOR U.S. 
POLICY. WE SHOULD NOT PRESS OUR AID ON THE AFGHANS BUT 

WE SHOULD SEEK OPPORTUNITIES TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH THE 

DRA, TRY TO ESTABLISH MUTUALLY COMPATIBLE OBJECTIVES FOR 

OUR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, AND IDENTIFY PROJECTS WHICH 
SATISFY OUR AID MANDATE, OUR HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY AND THEIR 
CONCERNS. WE FULLY RECOGNIZ- THAT TftS AFGHANS THEMSELVES 
SEEM TO BE MOVING TO REDUCE OUR PRESENCE: A MUCH SMALLER 
PEACE CORPS PROGRAM; NO MILITARY TRAINING FOR AFGHANS I-N 
THE U.S. FOR THE MOMENT, AND RESTRICTIONS ON THE DAO' 

OFFICE; A MORE LIMITED CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM; AND A 
RESISTANCE TO PROPOSED USAID PROJECTS INCORPORATING LARGE 
AMOUNTS OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. FOR OUR PART, WE WILL 
ALSO HAVE TO 3ALANCE OUR HUMANITARIAN CONCERN IN HELPING 
THE PEOPLE OF ONE OF THE WORLD’S POOREST COUNTRIc.3 WITH OUR 
BT 
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CONCERN ABOUT THE NEW REGIME’S QUESTIONABLE HUMAN RIGHTS 
PERFORMANCE. THE AFGHANS SHOULD BE KEPT FULLY AWARE OF 
THESE CONCERNS IN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE LEADERSHIP. 


7. WE REGARD THE SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN AS AN EVOLVING 
CNE WHICH REQUIRES OUR CONTINUING ATTENTION AS WELL AS A 
CONTINUING DIALOGUE WITH OTHER STATES IN THE REGION. WE 
ENCOURAGE EMBASSIES TEHRAN, ISLAMA3AD, AND NEW DELHI IN 
PARTICULAR TO CONTINUE EXCHANGING VIEWS WITH HOST GOVERN- 
MENTS ON THE NHANGING AFGHAN SCENE, KEEPING IN MIND THAT 
OUR INFLUENCE IN KABUL. IS SEVERELY LIMITED AND THAT WE 

LOOK TO AFGHANISTAN’S N*EIGH30RS TO TAKE THE LEAD IN 
DEVELOPING A NETWORK OF COOPERATIVE RELATIONS WHICH WILL 
CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE REGION. VANCE 
3T 

4356 

SECRET 


75 


ESA851MJC356 


NNN 


^ 8^ £■ » ' 


1 


1 9Hwr 79 i l Hz 


RR RUQMHR 

DE RUSBLK 2*52/1 078074 0 
ZNY CCCC ZZH 
R 10«755Z WAR 79 
FM AWE HB ASSY KABUL 
TO RUEHc/SECSTATE -WASHDC 2815 
INFO RUFHOL/*ME»A5SY BONN 0029 
RUFHEB/AWEWBASSY BERLIN 0034 
RUDTp/AWEWBASSY LONDON 1401 
RUSBQD/AWEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 84 64 
RUEHMO/AMEPCASSY MOSCOW 14 83 
RUSBAE/AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 6565 
RUEHOT/AMEMBASCY OTTAWA 0009 
RUqWH*/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 0008 

(ToHFIDEBTIAL SECTION I OF 2 KABUL 2052 


/Jo A* 

0cd ** 

PC M 

£F J 

Q 


AlDA r 

E.O. ]2fl65 f QDS 3/17/84 (GRADER, C.R.) OR-M 

l**', S DIRECTOR’ S^MEET IMG VITH REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER 
BILATERAL aid DONORS IN AFGHANISTAN 

<C- ENTIRE TEXT) 

I. SUMMARY. DURIM8 PAST TEN DAYS, USAID DIRECTOR WT IN KABUL 
WITH AID DONOR REPRESENTATIVES FROM BRITISH, GERMAN, CANADIAN 
AND INDIAND EMBASSIES TO EXPLAIN RECENT RESIDENTIAL 
REDUCING U.S. AID TO AFGHANISTAN AND JO ELICIT T ME IR VIEWS 
ABOuf THE FtfflUE USAID POSTURE* ALL BELIEVED THAT THE U.S. 
DECISION TO CUT BACK ON ITS AID PROGRAM WAS INEVITABLE IN 
LIGHT OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING AMBASSADOR DIBS* DEATH. 

MOST ALSO BELIEVED THAT TIC DRA WOULD INCREASINGLY BECO* 

DISILLUSIONED WITH T* SOVIETS. ALL CO^gEU^-J® U# rln T etmii*RY 
CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN AN AID PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN. END SUMMARY. 


MEETING WITH NR. HANNSPETER DISDORN, COUNSELOR, FRGl THE 
VEST GERMAN DCM APPEARED KEENLY INTERESTED IN THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE U.S. CUTBACK OF AID TO AFGHANISTAN AND EXPLICITLY WANTED 
TO KNOW WHETHER THE U.S. INTENDED TO TERMINATE ASSISTANCE TO 
AFGHANISTAN. AFTER THE AID DIRECTOR EXPLAIICD THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL DECISION TO CUT BACK BUT NOT TERMINATE 
U.S. ASSISTANCE TO AFGHANISTAN, DISDORN SAID THAT, UNDER THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, HE AGREED THE DECISION WAS NECESSARY, EVEN IF 
REGRETTABLE. HE SAID THE WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES BELIEVE 
THERE IS STILL A REASONABLE CHANCE THAT AN INDEPENDENT AFGHAN- 
ISTAN r AN EMERGE, AND, THEREFORE, CONCLUDE THAT THE VEST SHOULD 
MAINTAIN ITS AID PROGRAMS TO OFFER AFGHANISTAN ANOTHER OPTION— 
AN ALTERNATIVE OPENING. HE SAID THAT ONE OR TWO WESTERN 
COUNTRIES WITHOUT THE U.S. WAS NOT A REAL ALTERNATIVE, AND 
WGED A CONTINUED U.S. AID PRESENCE. 

DISDORN ALSO SAID 1C BELIEVED THAT TIC DRA WOULD BECOME 
INCREASINGLY DISILLUSIONED WITH THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. HE 
CITED A RECENT EXAMPLE CONCERNING A DM15 MILLION AGREEMENT WITH 
EAST GERMANY. WHEN THE PRELIMINARY AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED LAST 
AUGUST, THERE WAS MUCH PUBLICITY ABOUT THE SOCIALIST BROTHERHOOD 
AND FOREIGN ASSISTANCE. WHEN TIC FINAL AGREEMENT WAS WORKED 
OUT IN LATE FEBRUARY, IT WAS SEEN TO BE A BASICALLY COMMERCIAL 
AGREE 1C NT WITH TERNS OF EIGHT YEARS AT 7 PERCENT. MOREOVER, 

MANY OF THE EQUIPICNT PRICE QUOTATIONS WERE VERY HIGH. MR • 
DISDORN SAID THE AFGHANS WERE ASTONISHED AND EXTREMELY ANGRY. 

1C SAID HE HAD TALKED TO A GDR OFFICIAL CONCERNED WITH THE 
TRANSACTION WHO WAS SURPRISED BY THE AFGHAN REACTION, AND 
RHETORICALLY ASKED, "DO THEY EXPECT GIFTS?" • , (COMMENT* A UNDP 
OFFICIAL HAS TOLD US THAT AN EAST GERMAN ADVISOR RECENTLY THREW 
COLD WATER OVER AN AFGHAN PLAN TO REPLACE ALL WEST. GERMAN 
ED U r ATIONAL PERSONNEL HERE WITH EAST GERMANS. HIS REPORTED 
RESPONSE WAS! "NO, YOU WON’T.") 


3* MEET I NO WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR K.R. CROOK* THE MEET I NO 
WAS REQUESTED BY MICHAEL HOWELL* FIRST SECRETARY AND HEAD OF 
CHANpERY f WHO WAS ALSO PRESENT AT THE MEETING. BOTH WERE 
FAMILIAR WITH THE DETAILS OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS RELEASE - 
ANNOUNCING THE U.S. CUTBACK OF AID TO AFGHANISTAN. AFTER POSING 
DETAILED QUESTIONS ON T B IMPLICATIONS OF THE AID CUT BACK FOR 
SPECIFIC PROJECTS, AMBASSADOR CROOK ASKED IF THE PRESS RELEASE’S 
STRESS ON THE U.S. CUTBACK- BEING THE RESULT OF A CONTINUING 
REVIEW OF U.S./AFGHAN RELATIONS IMPLIED A BASIC CHANGE IN U.S. 
POLICY TOWARDS AFGHANISTAN— SPECIFICALLY* DID THE U.S. STILL 
BELIEVE IT WAS WORTHWHILE TO MAINTAIN A U.S. AID PRESENCE TO 
OFFER AFGHANISTAN AN ALTERNATIVE TO RELIANCE ON THE SOVIET BLOC? 

THE USAID DIRECTOR REPLIED THAT WHILE U.S. ASSISTANCE POLICY 
WAS UNDER CONTINUING REVIEW, THE DECISION TO CONTINUE OUR ONGOING 
AID PROJECTS STOPPED WELL SHORT OF WITHDRAWING OUR AID PROGRAM 
AND ALLOWED A CONTINUED AID PRESENCE. AMBASSADOR CROOK ASKED 
IF THERE WAS ANY INDICATION THAT THE U.S. DESIRED OTHER WESTERN 
COUNTRIES TO CHANGE THEIR AID POLICY TOWARD AFGHANISTAN. THE 
USAID DIRECTOR SAID NONE OF WHICH HE WAS AWARE. 

AMBASSADOR CROOK SAID HE PERSONALLY BELIEVED THAT THE U.S. 
DECISION TO CURTAIL AID WAS THE ONLY POSSIBLE ONE IN THE FACE 
OF THE DRA’S SHAMEFUL HANDLING OF AMBASSADOR DUBS’ ABDUCTION, 

BUT HE BELIEVED IT NONETHELESS UNFORTUNATE THAT A DRASTIC REDUCTION 
IN U.S. AID WAS NECESSARY. HE SAID THAT HE WAS CONVINCED 
THERE WOULD BE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN DRA POLICY AS THEY BECOME 
DISILLUSIONED WITH THEIR CLOSE TIES TO THE SOVIET BLOC. FOREIGN 
AID WAS THE ONLY BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP OF ANY IMPORTANCE IN 
AFGHANISTAN. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE U.S. WOULD CONTINUE 
TO MAINTAIN ; AN aid PRESENCE. HE BELIEVED -THAT IT COULD BE VERY 
PIFFICULY TO REESTABLISH A U.S. AID PROGRAM ONCE TERMINATED: ON 
THE OTHER HAND, MAINTAINING AN AID PRESENCE WOULD PERMIT THE 
DRA TO GRADUALLY INCREASE ITS RELATIONS WITH THE WEST IF IT SO 
DESIRED. CONSEQUENTLY, HE SAID HE BELIEVED THAT MAINTAINING A 
WESTERN OpT ION WAS DESIRABLE AND IMPORTANT. HE SAID OUR POLICY 
DECISION TO DRASTICALLY CUT BACK U. S. ASSISTANCE WOULD HAVE 
FAILED IF IT ONLY SERVED TO PUSH AFGHANISTAN INTO GREATER 
RELlANcE ON THE USSR. 

AMBASSADOR CROOK SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE THE DRA WOULD REACT 
IN A HOSTILE FASHION TO THE U9S. AID CUTBACK. HE SAID HE 
BELIEVED THE DRA LEADERSHIP WAS IN SERIOUS TROUBLE, AND WAS 
UNLIKELY TO TAKE ON ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS BY REACTING DIRECTLY TO 
THE U.S. CUTBACK. 


4. MEETING WITH MR. E. YENDALL, FIRST SECRETARY (DEVELOPMENT). 
CANADIAN EMBASSY IN ISLAMABAD: YENDALL GALLED ON THE AID 
DIRECTOR DURING HIS ROUTINE SCHEDULED VISIT TO KABUL FROM 

ISLAMABAD. HE WANTED TO KNOW THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE RECENT 
BT 
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AID CUTBACK IN' AFGHANISTAN. HE SAID THAT HIS EMBASSY VIEWED THE 
U.S. AID CUTBArK AS A REASONABLE REACTION TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING AMBASSADOR DUBS' DEATH, BUT HAD NOT CHANGED THEIR 
EARLIER VIEW THAT A U*S. AID PRESENCE IN AFBHANISTA DESIRABLE, 
* SAtD THAT HIS OWN COVER NW NT ' S AID POLICY TOWARDS AFGHANISTAN 
HAD BEEN UNDER REVIEW FOR MORE THAN A YEAR, BUT NO CLEAR POLICY 
DECISION HAD YET BEEN TAKEN AS TO FUTURE AID PROGRAM DIRECTIONS. 

5. MEETING WITH INDIAN AMBASSADOR S. K. SINGHi AFTER THE AID 
DIRECTOR BRIEFED AMBASSADOR SINGH ON THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL DECISION CONCERNING THE USAID PROGRAM, SINGH SAID 
THAT HE UNDERSTOOD AND WAS SYMPATHETIC TO THE U. S. POLICY 
DECISION. W SAID THAT HE BELIEVES THE U.S. STATEMENTS EMPHA- 
SIZING THAT THE AID CUTBACK WAS THE RESULT OF AN "ONGOING 
EVALUATION* AND MINIMIZING ITS RELAT IONKQTO THE COW1ITIONS 
SURROUNDING THE AMBASSADOR'S DEATH WAS ONFORTUANTE.H HE ALSO 

said he failed to understand our announced decision to terminate 

THE I MET PROGRAM SINCE IT WAS ALREADY WELL KNOWN THAT THE DRA 
HAD REJECTED THE PROGRAM. 


soS^Urf' i MD l D IE U * S * ™* * LACK or PAT 1EKCE 

f > S« ICH * FELT WAS VERY MUCH CALLED FOR UNDER PRESENT 

circumstances, m said a great mqiny people in the k halq i party 

i2r 2if?m,c S ciPr^ I l^r PRE Si ,,T P0LICIES 0E T«XR LEADER SHI PA ND 
£L«£ U ?J2L C> % I £ E " * D0ES N0T SEE WCH ANTI-WESTERN 

SENTIMENT EXCEPT AT THE VERY HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
SPECIFICALLY AMONG THE TOP TWO OR THREE. WHEN QUERIED ABOUT 
2 R * SHAH WALI, HE SAID HE WAS NOT CERTAIN OF WHERE HE STOOD. 

SHI TMAT SHAw WALI WAS VERY CLEARLY TERRIBLY IMPRESSED WITH 
I > ? u S 2yi E: L SYSTEM * NEVERTHELESS. HE SAID THAT DISILLUSIONMENT 
*1™ SOVIET BLOC WAS INCREASING DRAMATICALLY WITHIN THE 
GOVERNMENT. HE BELIEVES THE SOVIETS. IN TURN. MAY HAVE BITTEN 
OFF A BIGGER MOUTHFUL THAN THEY AT FIRST REALIZED. HE DOUBTED 
IF THE SOVIETS WANTED THE U. S. ENTIRELY OUT OF AFGHANISTAN. 

WITH REGARD TO TIE LIKELY DRA REACTION TO OUR AID CUTBACK, 

SINGH SAID HE HAD NOT YET RECEIVED ANY INDICATION OF THIS, HE 
SAID HE DOUBTED VERY MUCH IF TfCRE WILL BE ANY IMMEDIATE 
REACTION. JUST HARDER TO GET APPOINTMENTS WITH DRA OFFICIALS, 

ETc. HE SAID THE DRA CERTAINLY EXPECTED SOW U.S, REACTION TO 
THE AMBASSADOR'S DEATH. HE BELIEVED THE CURRENT INTERNAL 
SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN WAS SIMPLY TOO DELICATE FOR THE DRA 
TO REAcT STRONGLY TO THE U.S. AID CUTBACK EVEN IF IT WAS INCLINED 
TO DO SO. IF THERE IS A REACTION. HE SAID IT WILL BE AN 
IRRATIONAL ONE. 

WITH REGARD TO THE FUTURE USAID POSTURE. SINGH SAID HE 
STRONGLY FAVORED THE U.S. CONTINUING TO MAINTAIN AN AID PRESENCE. 
HE SAID HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT A U.S. AID PRESENCE GIVES ANY 
SIGNIFICANT RESPECTABILITY TO THE REGIME. WHILE HE SAID HE 
WOULD NOT WANT TO JUDGE WHAT U.S. INTERESTS IN THE GULF AREA 
MAY REQUIRE. HE SAID HE BELIEVED U. S. INTERESTS IN A STABLE 
REGION ARE FURTHERED BY MAINTAINING AN AID PRESENCE. HE DID 
NOT BELIEVE THIS AID LEVEL HAD TO BE LARGE. AND. IN FACT, 

BELIEVED THE U.S. SHOULD KEEP IT MODEST FOR THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE, 
LEAVING ANY INITIATIVE FOR EXPANSION WITH THE DRA. HE COUNSELLED 
A LOW U.S. PROFILE, BUT DEFINITELY A PRESENCE. HE CONCLUDED 
BY NOTING THAT ANYTHING COULD HAPPEN IN THE NEXT YEAR OR SO, 

AND THAT IT PROMISES TO BE A VERY INTERESTING, IF DIFFICULT, 
PERIOD. AMSTUTZ 
BT 
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SUBJECT: Situation in Afghanistan 

1. C - entire text. 

2. Sultan Mahmud - Ghaz i , member of Afghan royal family, 
former president of Afghan Civil Aviation and Tourism 
Authority, and brother of former Afghan Ambassador to Iran, 
visited Pol Counselor March 25 in connection with visa 
problem. He said he does not have extensive information 

on situation in Afghanistan, but ha^ talked with people 
who have come from there as recently as three days ago. 

3. He said rebellion is widespread and affects at least 
eight provinces. Afghan government has no confidence in 
most of its army, particularly the conscripts, and. there have 
been cases of military units being bombed by the Air Force 
because they were believed to be untrustworthy. In Kabul 
security at night is carried out by many civilians and 
other Communists rather than the military. Indeed, the 
military are being kept out of the city to a great extent. 

4. If the Afghan government had to stand alone, it would 
not last "for more than a week”, according to Mahmud-Ghazi . 
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However, he is sure the Soviets are bucking up the govern- 
ment and reinforcing it with racial Tadzhiks, Uzbeks and 

9 

Turkomans from across the frontier. This is something which 
an outsider can neveT prove, since Afghanistan government 
can provide the identity cards at will. 

5. Unfortunately, neither U.S. nor Pakistani nor Iranian 
governments appear to be interested in assisting the revolt. 
Iranians might possibly be providing some financial assis- 
tance, but they have no military, and their weapons are 
almost entirely U.S. or western style. Chinese weapons 

in the hands of the Pakistani would probably be useful in 
Afghanistan, on the other hand. 

6. Above seems to fit with reporting from Kabul and other 
sources. Mahmud - Gha z i himself has refused offer of an 
Iranian nassport provided he changes his nationality and 
has not lost hope of returning to Afghanistan when and if 
the situation changes some time. 
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E.O, 12065 N/A 

TAGS : £aI.j, PRPR, AF, US 

SUBJECT : HOUSE COMMITTEE CUTS AID TO AFGHANISTAN 

1. IN MARCH 28 MARKUP OF FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT, HOUSE 
* FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE ACCEPTED FOLLOWING AMENDMENT 

INTRODUCED BT CONGRESSMAN DERWINSKI: 

2. QUOTE: NONE OF THE FUNDS AUTHORIZED TO BE APPROPRIATED 
BT TEx, AMENDMENTS MADE BT THIS TITLE MAT BE MADE 
ATAILABLE FOR ASSISTANCE FOR AFGHANISTAN UNLESS THE 
PRESIDENT DETERMINES, AND REPORTS TO CONGRESS, THAT 
ASSISTANCE FOR AFGHANISTAN IS IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST 

OF IHi UNITED STATES • UNQUOTE. 


3. EFFECT OF AMENDMENT IS TO DELETE FUNDS FOR 
TITLE I PROGRAMS ^ECONOMIC AI) FOR FT30 . VANCE 
BT 

#767* 
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our inability to agree with the Afghans on various 
matters of International concern and the apparent lack 
of interest in the part of the DRA in many of the 
programs we were continuing to offer. What disturbed 
us about the handling of the kidnapping of Ambassador 
Dubs was the DRA's complete lack, of cooperation or 
even consultation with us in their handling of the 
incident. All of these factors were part of our 
decision to reduce our assistance level, Lorton concluded, 

Gorovoi questioned what he called the U.S. view 
that the Soviets were in a position to control the 
behavior of the Afghans at that time. He said Afghan- 
istan was a sovereign country and denied that the USSR 
is in any position to "order” the Afghans to do something. 
Lorton demurred and said it was not a question of issuing 
orders, but our view that the Soviets who were advising 
the Afghans should have been in a position to urge 
restraint on them. In reality, the Soviets even played 
an operational role in some aspects of the anti— terrorist 
operation, according to eyewitness reports. Nonetheless, 
Lorton noted we have expressed our view to interested 
Members of Congress and others that it is the Afghan 
Government which must bear the responsibility for the 
outcome of their action. 

Gorovoi opined it is difficult to see how U.S. -Afghan 
relations can make progress in the light of the sharp 
U.S. decisions. Lorton said the U.S. had no desire to 
see a deterioration in our relationship with Afghanistan 
but observed that one of the major difficulties in 
having a cooperative relationship in the future is the 
continuing charges emanating from Moscow regarding outside 
interference in Afghanistan’s affairs. Lorton noted 
the two recent public statements made by the U.S. in 
this regard, reaffirming that the U.S. has not interfered 
and has no intention of interfering in Afghanistan's 
fairs . Improvements in U.S. —Afghan relations would be 
^fficult, Lorton’ concluded, as long as these kinds of 
charges and the atmosphere they create continue. 

Lorton asked Gorovoi for his assessment of 
developments in Afghanistan and the major problems 
faced by the Taraki Government. Gorovoi thought that 
the DRA was facing problems common to all revolutions 
as the old and new classes vie for control. Gorovoi 
observed that there is a (strong religious tradition in 
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Afghanistan and indicated this was a source of 
opposition to a regime which sought to separate church 
and state and remove religion from politics. He 
also noted the autonomous traditions of certain 
tribal groups and observed that a number of dissidents 
have crossed the border into Pakistan to carry out 
anti-DRA activities. However, Gorovoi continued, the 
DRA enjoys a lot of support for its reform programs 
(such as land reform) which benefit the masses of 
the Afghan population. He viewed the military as 
key to the progress of a revolution in developing 
countries . 

Lor ton questioned whether the regime indeed had 
"mass" support, observing that large segments of 
the general population appear to have expressed their 
opposition to the regime in. the revolt in Herat and 
by leaving Afghanistan for Pakistan. Lorton suggested 
that these were indications of less than mass popular 
support for the regime and a reaction to the harsh 
measures the regime is taking against its opponents. 

Gorovoi responded that every action provokes 
counteraction and quoted Lenin on the need of a 
revolution to defend itself. He recalled that large 
numbers of Russian peasants had opposed the Russian 
Revolution because they were uneducated and illiterate 
and did not know where their real interests lay. He 
saw the task of the Afghan Government's leadership as 
being the education of the masses regarding their true 
interests and described this process as difficult. 

Norton concluded by saying that he thought it 
would indeed be a difficult time ahead for the Afghan 
people since the DRA appears to prefer destruction 
of old institutions in favor of new structures rather 
than attempting to work with or through those institu- 
tions . 


Drafted by: NEA/PAB: RDI^/rfcOn: lcb 
X29552; 04/12/79 
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E.O. 12065s GDS 5-7-85 (TAYLOR, JAMES E.) Oft-P 
TAGS! PEPR f PINK, PGOV, PINT, SHUM, AF, PK, UR, 1R 
SUBJECT! THE "BIG LIE" BECOMES STANDARD KHALQI TOOL 


REFs (A) KABUL 3278; (B) KABUL 3166 


1, (C- ENTIRE TEXT.) 


2. SUMMARY! SEVERAL NEW POLITICAL WRINKLES WERE PART OF A DE- 
LUGE OF ANNIVERSARY SPEECHES AND PRESS CONFERENCES GIVEN OVER 
THE LAST DAYS BY PRESIDENT NOOR MOHAMMAD TARAKI AND PRIME 
MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN, INCLUDING ANOTHER HINT THAT SOME FRICTION 
BETWEEN THE TWO LEADERS MAY BE A REALITY. FLAT DENIALS THAT ANY 
ARMY MUTINY HAD OCCURRED IN JALALABAD, OR THAT THE REGIME 
TORTURES ITS POLITICAL PRISONERS, INDICATE THAT THE "BIG LIE" 

MAY HAVE BECOME THE REGIME'S PREFERRED PUBLIC TACTIC FOR DEAL- 
ING WITH THORNY ISSUES. ALLEGED INTERFERENCE BY IRAN, PAKISTAN, 

AND "IMPERIALISM" REMAINED THE GOVERNMENT'S PRIMARY EXCUSE FOR 
CONTINUED DOMESTIC OPPOSITION, WHILE THINLY-VEILED BARBS WERE 
LAUNCHED AT "BROTHERLY" COUNTRIES (SPECIFICALLY CZECHOSLOVAKIA) 

WHO MAY CONSIDER PROVIDING REFUGE TO THE EXILED PARCKAMIST 
LEADERS. END OF SUMMARY. 
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3. TARAKI-AMIN RELATIONS: DESPITE AMIN’S RECENT EFFUSIVE 
DESCRIPTION OF TAftAKI AS "THE MOST GLORIOUS PERSONALITY IN 
AFGHAN HISTORY" (WHICH ELIMINATES SUCH NOTABLES AS DARIUS. 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT, GENGHIS KHAN, TAMERLANE, AHMAD SHAH 
DURRANI, LADY SALES, AND FL ASHMAN) , HINTS CONTINUE TO SURFACE 
THAT DIFFERENCES Oh FRICTION BETWEEN THE TWO LEADERS MAY 
EXIST. IN ONE NEWS CONFERENCE RESPONSE REGARDING AMIN’S RE- 
CENT CONDEMNATION OF ANY CULT OF PERSONALITY SURROUNDING 
TARAKI (REF A), THc. GREAT LEADER HIMSELF MODESTLY REPLIED 
THAT THE AFGHAN PEOPLE "LOVE AND RESPECT ME" SO MUCH THAT 
THEY INSIST ON PUTTING UP PHOTOGRAPHS EVEGVWHERE. HE ADDED 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS TO CEASE THIS 
PRACTICE, BUT THE nEGIME WILL NOT USE FORCE TO PREVENT THE 
PEOPLE FROM EXHIBITING THEIR AFFECTION. (COMMENT: A LARGE NUMBER 
OF TARAKI PHOTOGRAPHS HAVE DISAPPEARED RECENTLY.) AT THE SAME 
CONFERENCE, TARAKI CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT AMIN HAD EVER SAID. 
Oft EVEN INTIMATED, THAT CERTAIN UNKNOWN ENEMIES ARE ATTEMPTING 

t J-?£ LUENCE " IHE AFGHAN PRESIDENT (REF B). TARAKI PETULANTLY 
INSISTED THAT AMIN HAD SAID "NOTHING OF THE SORT," AND THAT HE 
KNEW THIS WAS TRUE BECAUSE HE HAD "READ ALL OF AMIN’S INTER- 
VIEWS OVER THE PAST YEAR." 


4. HUMAN RIGHTS: OoLIQUELY COUNTERING WIDESPREAD REPORTS. 
CONFIRMED BY EYEWITNESSES AND VICTIMS, THAT THIS REGIME PHY- 
SICALLY MISTREATS MANY OF THE NUMEROUS PRISONERS IN ITS 
CUSTODY (INCLUDING LARGE-SCALE NIGHTTIME EXECUTIONS OF POLI- 
TICAL PRISONERS, SANS TRIAL, AND THE APPLICATION OF ELECTRICAL 
SHOCKS TO CERTAIN PARTS OF THE BODY), AMIN CLAIMED THAT "WE 

UNDERMINED HUMAN DIGNITY, EVEN WHEN DEALING WITH THOSE 
HATCHING INTRIGUES AGAINST OUR PEOPLE AND THE COUNTRY," AND 

tracv N0T ACT£D AGAINST ANYONE USING MEANS CON- 

™ A 5 Y ™ T1 RF ; p£CI F0 * HUMAN DIGNITY* • TARAKI INSISTED THAT 
ONLY dLTWElN 1,000 AND 1,100 POLITICAL PRISONERS ARE INTERNED." 

™nS\ W£ ™ INK ™ AT FIGUR£ IS ACTUALLY WEl“0VER TEN 

I nUUSAND. ) 


nriMT^wurn 7 ^ oc ' C , U a ll Yl * ELAWt F0H INT£ fiNAL SECURITY PROBLEMS 
CONTINUED TO BE LAID AT THE DOORSTEP OF "FOREIGN INFILTRATORS." 

ESPlCI a LLY SOLDIERS IN AFGHAN DRESS" FROM PAKISTAN AND IRAN. 
TAnAK! ^DIRECTLY. ADMITTED THAT FIGHTING IS UNDERWAY IN NORTH- 
WEST AFGHANISTAN WHEN HE INSISTED THAT VIOLENCE AROUND MAIMANA 
(A TURKMAN REGION NEAR The. SOVIET BORDER) IS THE WORK OF 

Iranian infiltrators" who escaped following the upheaval in 

HErfAT. TARAKI ALSO ASSERTED THAT "INTEREFERENCE" BY IRAN AND 

AK f A » T0 R£TAIN TH£ OVERNIGHT CURFEW 

THAN 0Nl Yc - a * AFTtR THE REVOLUTION. TARAKI BENT 
THE FACTS SURROUNDING A COUPLE OF POINTS WHEN HE CATEGORICAL! Y 
DENIED THAT -ANYTHING,” "iUCH LESS ANY ARMY MUT INY^HAS^HAPPENED 
H JALALABAD RECENTLY, AND INSISTED THAT NO ONE (SPECIFICALLY 
SHI i,.S) HAb BEEN ARRESTED BECAUSE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. 
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m.f. TH£ rev °lutions TARAKI acknowledged that the 

BUILDING OF A SOCIALIST SOCIETY IS A LONG-TERM TASK BUT HE 
CLAIMED THAT THE "FOUNDATION" OF A SOCIALIST SOCIETY WILL BE 
LAID IN "SIX TO TEN YEARS." AS FOR THE NATURE OF THE REGIME 

"DEMOCRACY MEANS THAT MEASURES SHOULD BE 
TAKEN FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE MAJORITY," AND ADDED THAT "WE 

DRA A O^OCRATIC DICTATORSHIP BECAUSE IT IS IN 
FAVOR OF 98 PERCENT OF THE PEOPLE." 

POWERS-^irSn ¥011! f2£ N ^i!?o£ AKISTAN: "REGIONAL REACTIONARY 
E™ At S TriE EAD IRAN AND PAKISTAN) WITH THE SUPPORT OF "IM- 

r«uJ A *i £ ^ -i R£A ^ VS AND UK) CONTINUE TO CARRY OUT "ARMED AGGRES* 

JaSe i2il?5rS F 5 H . A,l J S I A,, » ACCOftDING ™ THE AFGHAi LEADERS, AND 

HAVE MARTYRED A LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE" INCLUDING WOMEN 
CHILDREN and THE ELDERLY. TARAKI CL lAhED THAT SINCE* APRIL 8. 
1979, PAKISTANI SOLDIERS HAVE COMMITTED ELEVEN INFRINGEMENTS 
ONTO AFGHAN TERRITORY". TARAKI INSISTED THAT ALL FURTHER fSI 

tctaS^c^Id - 0ULD 3E REPULSED BY THE ARMED FORCES OF AFGHAN- 

TARaSt Ann^n°TUAT SL AFGHANIST AN * * INTERNATIONAL FRIENDS." 

TARAKI ADDc-D THAT WE DO NOT CONSIDER ZIA-UL — HAQ AS OUR FNc\my 

into”this coSntry°” LATER HE taILL s top1e A nd U ing A infiltrators MY ’ 
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furo? El :?I I S?, S ^ ITK SOCIAL. I ST COUNTRIES: TARAKI INSISTED THAT 
Iun RE v£ R £ °? LY BETWEEN 1,000 AND 1,100 SOVIET ADVISERS HERE, 
/?nM M SL THE £ E £ AB0UT ARE SERVING WITH THE AFGHAN MILITARY. 

WE BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 1,000 
SOVIET MILITARY ADVISERS HERE — AND AROUND 2,500 CIVILIAN 
ADVISERS.) HE SUGGESTED THAT FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS COMPARE 
THAT FIGURE WITH THE SITUATIONS IN IRAN, PAKISTAN, AND OTHER 

WHERE " SIXTY TO SEVENTY THOUSAND AMERICAN" AND OTHER 
A ^i SERS - ARE PftES£NT » REGARDING MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM THE 
wf S 5^ T 5 RAKI CLAIMED THAT "WHATEVER WE NEED AND CAN MANAGE, 

0N THE p CLIT ICAL FRONT, TARAKI INSISTED THAT "BRO- 
THERLY RELATIONS" BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA INDI- 
CATE THAT CZECHOSLOVAKIA WOULD "NEVER GIVE SHELTER" TO FORMER 
AMBASSADOR BABRAK KARrtAL, HIS EXILED PARCKAMIST COLLEAGUES, 

OR OTHER ENEMIES OF THE REVOLUTION. 

9, PARTY RELATIONS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT: ACCORDING 
TO TARAKI, THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF AFGHANISTAN CPDPA) 

^u r iJ^c H i S JS5 I S Al - SOLIDARITY WITH THREE MAIN ANT I- IMPER I AL 1ST 
MOVEMENTS. THE GLOBAL FRONT FOR PEACE AND PROGRESS;" THE 
INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS MOVEMENT;" AND, THE "NATIONAL AND 
SOCIAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS ALL OVER THE WORLD." 

10 . CONCLUSIONS: ASIDE FROM THESE NEW FORMULATIONS, THE GREAT 
DELUGE OF HIGH-LEVEL VERBIAGE SURROUNDING THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE REVOLUTION COVERED OLD GROUND, PUBLIC DENIALS BY THE 
LEADERSHIP THAT EVENTS KNOWN TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE (E.G., THE 
JALALABAD MUTINY, TORTURE OF PRISONERS, ETC.) HAVE EVER 
OCCURRED APPEAR TO HAVE BECOME THE ACCEPTED "BIG LIE" TACTIC. 
THEREBY FURTHER UNDERCUTTING WHATEVER DOMESTIC CREDIBILITY 

THE REGIME MAY HAVE POSSESSED. OF PARTICULAR INTEREST IN 
THIS CONNECTION IS TARAKI *S DISINGENUOUS DENIAL THAT AMIN 
EVER MENTIONED THAT "PEOPLE" WERE TRYING TO INFLUENCE THE GREAT 
LEADER, A REFERENCE BY THE PRIME MINISTER WHICH IS PART OF THE 
OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORD IN THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED PRESS. 

TARAKI *S BARBS DIRECTED AT PRAGUE COULD ALSO HVE BEEN AIMED AT 
OTHER "BROTHERLY" COUNTRIES (E.G., YUGOSLAVIA, OR EVEN THE USSR) 
WHO MAY NOW OR AT SOME POINT PROVIDE A SAFE HAVEN FOR THE EXILED 
PAR CHAM I ST LEADERS. IN THIS CONNECTION, IT SEEMS THAT THE 
LONGER THE KHALQI REGIME REMAINS UNABLE TO CONSOLIDATE ITS 
OWN DOMESTIC SECURITY, THE MORE CONCERNED THE KHALQI LEADER- 
SHIP MAY BECOME THAT ITS "INTERNATIONAL FRIENDS" MAY BEGIN 
CASTING ABOUT FOR ALTERNATE LEFTIST LEADERSHIP TO SUPPORT. 
AMSTUTZ 
BT 
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KCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 
ICE UR ALSO FOR POLAL 

.. 12065 5 GBS 5/9/35 (FLAT1N, BrtUCE A.) OR-tf 
JECT S £P *(LOU) THE CURRENt’sOVIET ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN 

STATE 1 13474 (NOTAL) 

4. (LOU) SUMMARY: SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN HAS 
INCREASED PERCEPT ULY IN REClNT WEEKS, tUT HAS NOT YET 
HEACHEi, THE EXAGGERATED LEVtLa ~o 0f * ^ y^twat^outeT 

JohLD'o PnESS. ALTHOUGH THERE 1^ A POSSIBILITY THAT SOVIET 

COMBAT TROOPS MIGHT INTERVlNc. IN THE ^OMEbTIC C^^JlCT In 
AFGHANISTAN, OUR JUDGMENT IS THAT THE USSR WILL £ 

TO AVOID PLUNGING INTO WHAT COULD WtLL dlCOMb A VIETNAM TYPE 

TnAP. END OF SUMMARY. 


Z (C) r/INDFUL OF THE FACT THAT SELECTED ELEMENTS OF THIS 

REPORT wILL EE USED &Y ThE DEPARTMENT IN ANSWERING 

PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL QUEnlES (n£FTc.L, THE c-mbAbSY Pn^tNT 

BELOW DATA ON THE CURRENT sOVUT i^VLMtNT I N A ^^^cPEkATIOKS 
THE nELEA^E OF WHICH UCULi> NOT PntJUwICc. Bth iOUoLY Obr> CPERATI 

HERE, NOR ENDANGEn OUR SOURCES. 
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CLOU) QUANTITATIVELY, THE SOVIET PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN 
HAS NOT INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY CURING h EC ENT MONTHS, IN 
PITS OF THE DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION THROUGHOUT THE 
UNTRY. THE NUMBER OF SOVIET MILITARY ADVISORS REMAINS 
iGHTLY OVER 1,000 — AND THERE ARE PRObAsLY sTILL ABOUT 


CIVILIAN ADVISORS FROM THb USSR 


The CGUNTRY. 


HOUGH THE SOVIET EMBASSY DENIES IT, WE BELIEVE THAT LARGE 
BERS OF THEIR DEPENDENTS HAVE SEEN EVACUATED TO THE USSR. 

i CLOU) QUALITATIVELY, THE -INFLUENCE OF SOVIET ABVIbOnS 
EARS TO HAVE BECOME KQhE PRONOUNCED IN nECENT WEEKS, 

I ICULARLY SINCE THE VISIT OF THE USSR’s GENERAL A. A. YEPISHEV, 
EF OF THE MAIN POLITICAL DIRECTORATE OF THE SOVIET ARMED 
CES, EARLY IN APRIL. ALTHOUGH THl ANNOUNCED REASON FOR 
ISHEVS VISIT WAS TO UPGRADE THE "POLITICAL EDUCATION" 

THE AFGHAN FORCES, HE CAME WITH A LAnGB STAFF OF SOVIET 
ICIALS WHO ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LOOKED INTO SEVERAL ASPECTS 
MILITARY SUPPORT FOR THE AFGHAN ARMY AND AIR FORCE. WE 
ARE ALSO AWARE OF INCREASED SOVIET GUIDANCE IN VARIOUS 
CIVILIAN MINISTRIES. 

5. (LOU) THE BEST QUALITY EQUIPMENT WHICH THE USSn HAS PRO- 
VIDED TO AFGHANISTAN THUS FAR HAVE BEEN MIG-21 AND Su-7 
FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, MI-24 HIND-TYPE HELICQPTEn GUNSHIPS AND 
T -62 TANKS. IN SPUE OF FREQUENT RUMORS TO THE CONTRARY, 

THE AFGHANS HAVE NOT BEEN SUPPLIED WITH MG- 23 AIRCRAFT. 


6* CLOU) THE EMBASSY HAS WEIGHED THb WIbE 
SOVIET PILOTS FLY sOrtE OF THE GPEaATIGNAL 
AIRCRAFT AGAINST GUERRILLA TARGETS. HA 

EVIDENCE RULING OUT THIS POSSIBILITY, bUI, 
CRASHES WITH SOVIET PERSONNEL ON dOAaD, IT 
TO- SUBSTANTIATE ThESE R Ur. OR 5. bECAUSE bCM 
OUIPMENT, SUCH AS THE M-24 GUNSKIP, I S_; . 
BAN THE OLDER AFGHAN ARMAMENT, buVIET Pen 
p* 3E ENGAGED IN INTENSIVE TnAlNIUG hCIIVI 
VERAL REPORTS THAT THE M-24S HAVtSetH 
AlNST THE I NSUnGbNT S. ^ECALS b I nib I b h 
STEM, WE DOUcT THERE HAb bEbN SUFFICIENT 
GHANS TO FLY THEeE ALONs. ThtREFOr.E, IT 

S AT bOVIETS COULD EE HELPING Tu FLY I hubb 
Eh AT IONALL Y, AS WELL AS PRGVIul.vG TRaINI 


SPREAD nUMORS THAT 
MISSION uF AFGHAN 
VE !\C SOLID 

UNTIL SUCH AN AIRCRAFT 
WOULD Et DIFFICULT 
b OF THE NEW 
ORE SOPHIST ICATEB 
SCNNEL ARE RELIEVED 
TY. TKEnE AnE 
UcED OPSnhT lOw ALLY 
\ SOPHIST I CAi bb WEAPONS 
I I.\b T 0 inAlN 
lb EL IT - PObSIME 

P I ; I*H - hp> b I ** 0 U w-f 

.* b i 0 n -b ."i A i PILOT- • 


lit (LOU) BECAUSE TKEnE A.RE SOVIET iMLITAn 
tHROUGHOUT THE AFGHAN GnGUNC FORCES — IK 
THE BATTALION LEVEL, AND ALSO WITH sEVEnAL 
UNITS, IT WOULD EE UNUSUAL IF SOVIET rilLIl 


CAUGHT UP IN 


MIL IT An Y GPEriAilONS FROM 


Y AbVIbOr.S ASSIGNED 
ALL C A - - u C .< >. iO 
- r. ALL -PECI.ALIbE: 

J*\ Y t — . I . — Vpp 1 . <i • i p.p L » 1 *- 

11.- I. TL.b. 


G. CLOU) THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION IS: _ EaHECT 

SEE SOVIET COMBAT ThOOPS ENTER AFGHAN CCnir LICIT ,/c Or . ft 
ONLY OBSERVE THAT THAT PGSSIcILITY CANNOT b£ bXCLUwED. 

BT 
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ARTICLE 4 OF THE NEW AFGHAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP TREATY OF DEC- 
EMBET 5 , 1978, PROVIDES THAT THE TWO PARTIES "...SHALL CONSULT 
EACH OTHER, AND TAKE, BY AGREEMENT, APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO 
ENSURE THE SECURITY, ' INDEPENDENCE, AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
OF THE TWO COUNTRIES." THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES: "IN THE IN- 
TERESTS OF STRENGTHENING THE DEFENSE CAPACITY OF THE HGIH CON- 
TRACTING PARTIES, THEY SHOULD CONTINUE TO DEVELOP COOPERATION 
IN THE MILITARY FIELD ON THE BASIS OF APPROPRIATE AGREEMENTS 
CONCLUDED BETWEEN THEM" 

9 CLOU) MANY DIPLOMATIC OBSERVERS HAVE COMMENTED THAT THE 

CAREFLL PHRASEOLOGY OF ARTICLE 4 SEEMS TO ENABLE THE SOVIET 

UNION TO HAVE ITS CAKE AND EAT IT TOO. IT APPEARS TO PERMIT 

SOVIET FORCES TO ENTER AFGHANISTAN IN PEACTIME, BUT ALSO 

CONTAINS ENOUGH ESCAPE LANGUAGE TO ALLOW THE SOVIETS TO IGNORE 

A XHALQI CALL OF HELP. IT IS RUMORED THAT SENIOR* SOVIET MI- 

LIT ILARY OFFICERS HAVE GIVEN THE XHALQ1S ORAL ASSURANCES THAT THE USSR 

WOULD DO EVERYTHING NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE REVOLUTION. WHILE THE 

KHALQIS, IN CONVERSATIONS WITH FOREIGN DIPLOMATS AND THE FOREIGN 

PRESS (KABUL 3538) HAVE PROFESSED TO BELIEVE THEMSELVES 

"ASSURED" THAT THE SOVIET UNION WOULD HELH THEN HANDLE 

"INTERFERENCE" (WHETHER FOREIGN OR DOMESTIC IS NEVER 

SPECIFIED), IT IS NOT APPARENT WHETHER THEY REALLY 

POSSESS THAT CERTITUDE. THE TARAKI-AMIN LEADERSHIP IS 

UNDOUBTEDLY AWARE THAT THERE ARE OTHER OPTIONS TO THEIR REGIME 

WAITING IN THE WINGS — INCLUDING Tljfi^XILED PAR CHAM I ST LEADERS. 
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10. (LOU) ALTHOUGH THIS EMBASSY WOULD DEFER TO EMBASSY MOSCOW’S 
EXPERTISE IN ALALYZING THE POSSIBLE SOVIET VIEWPOINT OF 
THE AFGHAN SITUATION, WHICH THE KREMLIN MUST REGARD BOTH AS 
A MESS AND AN OPPORTUNITY, THIS TOPIC IS A PRIME SUBJECT OF 
SPECU.AT ION AT KABUL. SOME ARGUE THAT THE USSR WOULD WANT 
TO AVOID BECOMING BOGGED DOWN IN THE VIETNAM-TYPE QUAGMIRE 
OF AN AFGHAN CIVIL WAR, WHILE OTHERS BELIEVE THAT WE MIGHT 
BE AT THE THRESHOLD OF A 1968 CZECHOSLOVAKIA-TYPE SITUATION. 

THE USSR MIGHT DECIDE THAT IT HAS TO MOVE BECAUSE "THE. AFGHAN 
REVQLTUION IS ENDANGERED." IN THIS CONNECTION, REPEATED 
SOViET CHARGES OF INTERFERENCE BY THE U.S., CHINA, PAKISTAN, 

AND OTHER STATES COULD BE INTENDED TO LAY THE PROPAGANDA AND 
LEGAL" GROUNDWORK FOR SUCH A MOVE. ADDITIONALLY, REPEATED 
KHALQI COMPLAINTS THAT IRANIAN AND PAKISTANI TROOPS "IN 
AFGHAN DRESS" ARE OPERATING IN AFGHANISTAN COULD ALSO BE PART 
OF THIS POLITICAL PREPARATION. 


11. (LOU) WHY WOULD THE USSR DECIDE TO INTERVENE? AFGHANISTAN. 

UNILKE ANGOLA, ETHOPIA, OR YEMEN, BORDERS ON THE SOVIET 
UNION ITSELF. INDEED, THSI TURBULENT COUNTRY ABUTS SEVERAL 
SENSITIVE, MUSLIM, CENTRAL ASIAN REPUBLICS OF THE USSR. 

MOSCOW IS UNDERSTANDABLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF AN 

UNBROKEN BAND OF CONSERVATIVE ISLAMIC STATES STRETCHING ALONG OR 

NEAR ITS SOUTHERN FRONTIER, FROM IRAN TO PAKISTAN — AND THIS COULD 

HAPPEN SHOULD AN IKHVAN-DOMINATED ALLIANCE EVER 

TOPPLE THE KHALQI REGIME. THE SOVIET UNION ALSO HAS 

ENORMOUS POLITICAL, PRESTIGE, ECONOMIC, STRETEGIC, AND 

MILITARY INVESTMENTS IN KHALQI AFGHANISTAN. MOSCOW WOULD 

BE UNILKELY TO LET THESE BECOME LOST WITHOUT SOME EFFORT 

TO SAVE THEM. ON THE OTHER HAND, ALMOST ANY AFGHAN REGIME 

WHICH MIGHT SUCCEED THE KHALQI REGIME WOULD PROBABLY FEEL IT WOULD 

HAVE TO COME TO TERMS WITH THE GEOPOLITICAL FACT OF THE COUNTRY’S GREAT 

NORTHERN NEIGHBOR — AS HAVE VARIED AFGHAN COVER NAKENTS IN 

THE PAST SIXTY YEARS. 
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SUBJECT: REGUEST FOR INFORMATION ON AFGHANISTAN AND PDRY 
REF: TEHRAN 4716 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD ALREADY HAVE RECEIVED A NUMBER OF 
TELEGRAMS WHICH BEAR ON SUBJECT (STATE 83740, STATE 93724, 

KABUL 3626) OF SOVIET ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN AND HAS ALREADY 
BEEN AUTHORIZED TO SHARE MUCH OF THIS INFORMATION WITH 
PGOI. IN ADDITION YOU HAY USE FOLLOWING INR UPDATE OF 
STATE 949C5 (PREPARED FOR AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN IN LATE 
MARCH), WHICH CONTAINS INFORMATION LARGELY DRAWN FROM 
OPEN SOURCES* 

3. AFGHANISTAN: SOVIET COMMENTARY ON AFGHANISTAN HAS 
DECLINED OVER THE LAST TWO TO THREE WEEKS. WHILE THE 
SOVIET PRESS CONTINUES TC IMPLY THAT THE US AND PAKISTAN 
ARE BEHIND DISTURBANCES IN AFGHANISTAN, THE FREQUENCY, 

TONE AND AUTHORITATIVE LEVEL OF THESE INSINUATIONS HAVE 
DECREASED. MOSCOW STILL ATTACKS THE CHINESE VEHEMENTLY, 

HOWEVER. TO COUNTER SOME OF THE ANTI-SOVIET SENTIMENT IN 
THE M U SL I n WORLD ENGENDERED BY MOSCOW’S SUPPORT FOR KABUL, 

ATTEMPTS ARE BEING MADE TO IMPROVE THE IMAGE OF THE 
MUSLIM MINORITIES IN THE USSR. ON TWO OCCASIONS IN THE 
LAST MONTH, SOVIET RADIO HAS CARRIED MESSAGES BY THE 
MUFTI OF TASHKENT EXTOLLING THE SOVIET POLICY OF 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AMD THE STATE OF ISLAM IN THE USSR. 

AT THE SALE TIrtE, THE SOVIETS HAVE BEEN CAREFUL TO r 
EMPHASIZE STATE-TO-STATE RELATIONS AND DOWNPLAY THE 
MARXIST OR I EOT AT I ON OF THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF 
AFGHANISTAN (PDPA). 
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4. SOVIET KEl»I A COVERAGE OF THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AFGHAN REVOLUTION OK APRIL 27 WAS UNEXCEPTIONAL. BOTH 
BREZHNEV AND KOSYGIN SENT THEIR CONGRATULATIONS WHILE 
COMMENTARY STRESSED THE PROGRESS LADc. IK THE LAST 12 
MONTHS, BUT ADDED THAT THERE WAS ^TILL A L 0!! 3 WAY TO GO. 
DESPITE REPEATED PLEDGES OF SUPPORT, THE SOVIETS WERE 
CAREFUL TO STRESS THE ERA'S NON- ALIGNED STATUS. MOSCOW’ 

HAS STILL NOT RECOGNIZED THE PE PA COLLI NIST PARTY, 

AND IS UNLIKELY TO DO SO UNTIL THu oITLAlICN IN AFGHANIS- 
I A 5L AND THE DRA * £ HOLD TEE CulE.TR Y sT«DILIiES. INDEED. 
THc.nL ARE INDICATION;- THAI T r.^. Sus/T;]^ E^GRtT THEIR CLOSE 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE T ATARI REGIES, ..IT THEIR COMMITMENT 
TO ITS SURVIVAL REGAINS FIR /i. THE -OVISTS HAVE REFERRED 
TO THE PD PA AS A "VAN2LA.-.I TY" fiND THE REVOLUTION IN 
AFGHANISTAN AS IN THE lPIRIT CF M PROLETARIAN* INTERNATION- 
ALISM," HOWEVER. POLITluR s .;:L,c.EK uUSLGV RECENTLY 
CLAIMED AFGHANISTAN WAS jR TH; " umL OF "SOCIALIST ORIEN- 
TATION" MUCH LIKE ETHIOPIA hKD .iCsA 1 ,EI QUE. THAT IS, IT 
IS PROGRESSIVE BUT HAS A LCi-.G V. AY TO GO BEFORE IT CAN 
START TO dUILD "GENUINE uGClALIoL." 


5. THE FIGHTING IN AFGHANISTAN SEELS TO HAVE INTENSIFIED 
AND SPREAD DESPITr, KABUL * S EFFORTS TO SUPPRESS REBEL 
ACTIVITY. GOVERNMENT CONTROL OVER RURAL AREAS OF KONARHA, 
NANGAHAR AND PAKTIA PROVINCES SEELS TENUOUS AND 
FIGHTING THERE HAS SEEK HEAVY. DISTURBANCES HAVE OCCURED 
OK THE OUTSKIRTS OF KABUL. THERE WERE NO SERIOUS 
DISTURBANCES DURING THl ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS— LARGELY 
DUE TO SOVIET COORDINATION OF THE SECURITY PREPARATION?— 
BUT REPORTS OF ASSASIKATI ONS OF HIGH AFGHAN OFFICIALS 
AND SOVIET ADVISORS PERSIST. REPORTEDLY, A NUMBER OF 
SOVIETS HAVE BEEN KILLED THUS FAR, LGoT RECENTLY IN AN 
APPARENT ARMY wbTINY IN JALALABAD. 
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STEP^UR^?!* J.°t? « y L I?n NEED , S • M0SC0U HAS APPARENTLY 
i;f'“ D r . up ITS MILITARY AID. MUCH OF THIS WAS ALREADY 

ArrnDn t °t S * ? UT DELIVER Y DATES HAVE BEEN ADVANCED. 

T0 RELIABLE PRESS ACCOUNTS. THERE ARE NOW* OVER 
5,000 SOVIET ADVISORS IN AFGHANISTAN? ABOUT 1000 OF THEM 

MILITARY PERSONNEL. THE USSR HAS RECENT! Y nri Turorn 
ABOUT A DOZEN M-24 COMBAT HELICOPTERS. SiSS thKE^P 
NO AFGHAN PILOTS CHECKED OUT ON THESE AIRCRAFT Inur r? E 

them ^K G ™roTs s ^ ET 

I AlKtO« IN EARLY APRIL. GENERAL YEPISHEV CHIEF nr Tur 

DELEGAT L ON I T^KARin ECT pp-cf f ' 0F THE ARMY AND>NAV Y* HEADED A 
r KABUL, PRESUMABLY TO DISCUSS ARMY LOYALTY 

SYTliiT^n^rflD^IiS^ BUT A *- S0 PROBABLY TO SURVEY THE 

OF ? SURVIVAL?/ AND JUDGE ™ E TARAKI REG IME’S CHANCES 

7# PDRYj WHILE VISITING ETHIOPIA IN FAR! Y may dhdv 

THEIR^AID if^F prrr THANKED THE USSR AND^UBAFOR 
THEIR AID IN THE RECENT FIGHTING WITH THE Yar amti di «prn 

WM1 ^BFunfirrTn VAN ° F " GREAT OCTOBER REVOLUTION" AND 
THROUGHOUT L TSF 0 r^n STRUGGLE. MOSCOW STOOD BY ADEN 
‘t^P^OOT THE CONFLICT. WHILE THERE WAS NO £ Igni nr amt 

ARMS DELIVERIES DURING THE FIGHTING SOVIFT 
SHIPMENTS TO THE PDRY HAD BEEN HIGH* SINCE LAST siimmfb ET 
AND THE PDRY PROBABLY HAD WHAT IT NEEDED? ' SUMMER ’' 
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8. MOSCOW ALSO APPEARED TO FAVOR A MEDIATED SETTLEMENT 
AM) PUBLICLY PRAISED ARAB EFFORTS TO BRING AN END TO THE 
CONFLICT. BEFORE THE FIGHTING 3R0KE-0UT, THE USSR HAD 
BEEN TRYING TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH BOTH THE YAR AND 
THE SAUDIS. FOR ITS PART, IRAQ MAY HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL 
IN THE MEDIATION EFFORT IN ORDER TO COUNTER A GROWTH IN 
SOVIET INFLUENCE IN THE ARABIAN PENNINSULA. 

9. DURING' THE LAST WEEK OF APRIL, THE SOVIET AFRO- AS I AN 
SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE HOSTED "A DELEGATION FROM THE POPULAR 
FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF OMAN. SINCE JANUARY, THE 
SOVIET PRESS HAS CARRIED SEVERAL CRITICAL COMMENTARIES ON 
OMAN AND THE SULTAN'S GOVERNMENT, HINTING THAT THE IRAN 
THE DHOFAR REBELLION— NOW THAT IRAN IS NO LONGER PROVIDING 
TROOPS TO UPHOLD THE GOVERNMENT — MAY REVIVE. MOSCOW IS 
PARTICULARLY DISPLEASED WITH OMAN'S REFUSAL TO SUPPORT THE 
BAGHDAD SANCTIONS AND BREAK TIES WITH EGYPT OVER THE 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS. 

10. WE WILL BE RESPONDING TO PARA 5 REFTEL SEPARATELY. 
VANCE 

BT 
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E.O. 12065s GDS 12/5/85 (SHERMAN. RICK) OR-P 
TAGS: PEPR, PBOR , PK f AF 

SUJECTs (C) GAILANI REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS PROGRESS IN UNIFYING 
AFGHAN DISSIDENT GROUPS 


REF: ISLAMABAD 4780 

1. (C) ENTIRE TEXT 

2. SUMMARY: HUMAYUN ASEFI f AFGHAN ATTORNEY FROM PARIS 
WHO ACCOMPANIED SYED AHMED GAILANI TO EMBASSY ON APRIL 
23 (REFTEL), CALLED ON EMBOFF MAY 13 WITH UP-DATE ON 
Hi OGRESS IN FORGING UNITY AMONG PESHAWAR-BASED GROUPS. 
ASEFI ALSO ADVISED OF SUCCESSES IN FIGHTING BETWEEN 
DISSIDENT FORCES AND DRA TROOPS. HE LEFT WITH US PARTS HE 
ALLEGED WERE TAKEN FROM MIG-21 AIRCRAFT DOWNED BY 
DISSIDENT FORCES IN LATE APRIL. END- SUMMARY. 


ASEFI, WHO HAS BEEN TRAVELING THROUGHOUT PAKISTAN 
SINCE PREVIOUS VISIT TO EMBASSY IN ATTEB TO 
ESTABLISH UNITY OF DISSIDENT MOVEMENT, SAYS "MEANINGFUL 
ASSOCIATION" OF THREE GROUPS (ANLF, GAILANI GROUP, AND 
MIAN GUL JAN GROUP) IS NOW 90 PERCENT ASSURED AND SHOULD 
BE ANNOUNCED BY MAY IS. THE AGREEMENT WILL BE SIGNED BY 
LEADERS OF THREE ORGANIZATIONS IN PESHAWAR AND WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED TO PRESS "THROUGHOUT THE WORLD", ASEFI SAYS, 

THE ASSOCIATION WILL INCLUDE COMMAND COORDINATION IN FIELD 
OPERATIONS AND COOPERATION AT TOP LEVELS IN PESHAWAR. 

«• ALS0 RANGED FOR EXPATRIATE AFGHAN BUSINESS- 

JJfiLTO SPONSOR A RADIO STATION WHICH WILL BE PURCHASED IN 
EUROPE AND SET UP IN WAZIRISTAN UNDER DIRECTION OF UNIFIED 
COMMITTEE. ASEFI REPORTEDLY TOLD HIS COUSIN, GOP 
f^AH NAWAZ , OF HIS INTENTIONS AND ASKED PERMISSION TO 
IMPORT RADIO EQUIPMENT. ASEFI DID NOT REPORT 
FONSEC APPROVAL; RATHER, SHAHNAWAZ "DID NOT TELL ME TO 
STOP THE PROCESS," ASEFI SAID. 

«™ft? EFI SAYS "AJOR TRIBAL GROUPS OF AFGHANISTAN HAVE 

BEC0ME M0RE ACTIVE IN SUPPORTING REBEL ACTIVITIES. 
S * HA }! E ACTIVELY JOING FIGHT AS OF MAY 11 AND 

02821(5 » AND AFRIDIS HAVE ALL AGREED 

™«rI? I 2?I5* E . TO 1)0 S0 BUT LACK ORGANIZATION TO COORDINATE 
THEIR PEOPLE S EFFORTS, ANOTHER FACTOR CAUSING SOME 
^SITATION ON PART OF THOSE ETHNIC/TRIBAL GROUPS IS 

0F "NATIONAL" STATURE WITH WHOM 
, CAR i2 ENTIFY * ASEFI HAS LETTER ALLEGEDLY SIGNED 
B I«5M‘. THESE ^OOPS ADDRESSED TO KING ZAHER SHAH 
APPEALING FOR HIS RETURN, OR THAT OF A BD UL WALI TO RFPRF^itht 
RALLYING POINT FOR DISSIDENT ACTI VITIM. LET?ER BAKS 

S^MnuADrEv^nT *SS?*SIS 8 I°„ flSEFI > THAT RE-ESTABLISHMENT 
OF MONARCHY NOT, RPT NOT, INTENT OF THE GROUPS. ROYAL 

PERSONAGE WOULD BE FIGUREHEAD R ATHER THAN RULING MONARCH. 
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Ji _as|fi ® AI ? ^ HAS ASKED fonsec shahnawaz about possibility 

** ABDUL MALI'S BEING PERMITTED TO ESTABLISH A 
PAKISTAN* SHAHNAWAZ* RESPONE WAS “PERHAPS A 
y^^^ATER, BUT NOT NOW." SHAHNWAZ ALLEGEDLY TOLD ASEFI THAT 
SOVICTS HAVE MADE DEMARCH AT MFA OPPOSING GOP* S PERMITTING 
- AFGHAN ROYAL FAMILY TO TAKE UP RESIDENCE HERE. 

ASKED ABOUT FOREIGN SUPPORT FOR DISSIDENT GROUPS 
ASEFIISA ID THE PRC, UAE, AND SAUDIS HAVE ALL PROMISED 

U£ VE YET 10 DELIVER, AS SOON AS COMMUNIQUE 
OF ASSOCIATION OF GROUPS IS ISSUED, ASEFI PLANS TO VISIT 

T0 FOLLOtf - up PROMISES. HE THEN PLANS 
TO RETURN TO PARIS VIA RONE TO DELIVER APPEALS TO ZAHER 
*«AM AM) ABDUL WALI. THERE IS POSSIBILITY HE MAY BE ABLE 
ALSO TO ARRANGE STOP IN IRAN, AS HAZARA COMMUNITY IN 
JA S 0 FF£RED PUT HIM IN TOUCH WITH AYATOLLAH 
KHOMEINI TO ELICIT ASSISTANCE FROM THAT QUARTER. 

7. ASEFI SAYS GROUPS IN PESHAWAR TEND TO DOUBT 

IN ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, OCCUPY AFGHANISTAN 
T£.SKf E ^ALQI GOVERNMENT. HE SAYS FIRST MOVE AFTER 
UNIFYING MAJOR GROUPS WILL BE TO CONTACT SOVIETS ON 
SOME NET URAL “TURF" AND ESTABLISH RELATIONSHIP BASED ON 
REALITIES OF THE SITUATION, I.E. THAT NO REGIME IN 
JMBIL CAN EXIST WITHOUT GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION. THESE INTENTIONS CANNOT BE MENTIONED AT THIS 
TIME, ASEFI CONTENDS, OR THE SUPER -RELIGIOUS WOULD 
NISUNDERSTAM) AND UNITY WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE. 

> PlFPORTEDLY REFLECTING VIEWS OF SYED AHMED GAILANI 
OTHER LEADERS IN PESHAWAR AREA, ASEFI WARNED EMBOFF 
THAT AMCIT ZIA NASSER Y IS "ffiOBABLY A DOUBLE AGENT." 

ASEFI CLAIMS ZIA NASSERY MET WITH HAFIZULLAH AMIN AT UN 
LAST YEAR SHORTLY THEREAFTER VISITED KABUL. HE THEN 
APPEARED IN PESHAWAR AND ALLIED HIMSELF WITH GAILANI 
AFTER BEING REPULSED ANLF LEADER, MOJEDEDI. GAILANI 
NOV REGRETS BEFRIENDING ZIA NASSERY AND WANTS IT UNDER 
STOOD THERE IS NO RELATIONSHIP BETWEENHIM AND THE 
AMERICAN, ACCORDING TO ASEFI. 

9. ASEFI REPORTED THAT DISSIDENT FORCES HAVE NOT SHOT 
DOVN THREE DRA MIG AIRCRAFT. THE FIRST AT WOZA IN 
THE ZADRAN AREA OF PAKTIA ON APRIIL 25} THE SECOND 
ICAR PACHAR OGAN (SIC) VILLAGE PAKTIA} AND THE LATEST, ON MAY 9 
KHOVST IN PAKTIA. HE DID NOT SPECIFY HOW AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN SHOT 
DOWN BUT LEFT WITH EMBOFF— ON LOAN— SEVERAL REMNANTS OF THE 
AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING FIVE MARKINGS PLATES TORN OFF THE FIRST MIG 
AS WELL AS PHOTOS OF THE AIRCRAFT. COPIES 
BEING POUCHED TO LONGETEIG C/O INR/RNA/SOA FOR INTERESTED 
WASHINGTON CONSUMERS. 
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Amembassy Kabul 

Educational Backgrounds of Ministers and Deputy 
Ministers in the Afghan Government 

78' KABUL A-69 


Attached is a compilation of the educational backgrounds and 
professional training of ministers and deputy ministers in 
the Government of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan (DRA) 
By comparing information on these officials with data on in- 

a^w? U ? 7 S io 7 c he DRA , s } ni tial government, formed after the 

rev °intion, it is evident that, in terms of 
education at lea^t, this group is more respectable than its 
predecessor. Forty-two of the top officials in the present 
government have received undergraduate or professional train- 
ing (twenty-nine in Afghanistan and thirteen abroad), and 
seventeen have benefited from graduate education or advanced 
training, in contrast, only twenty-nine Cabinet- and sub- 
Cabinet- level bureaucrats had undergraduate training, and - 
twelve had received advanced education, in the DRA's first 
government. As was the case with the first group, however, 

p £® s ? nt offi cials have had training which appears 
relevant to their present responsibilities. 

Also of interest is the fact that eleven ministers and deputy 
ministers have received training in the United States, while 
only six have studied in the Soviet Union. None of these 

munist a coin?rief! ** ’ , haye bee ° educated in °ther com- 

Enclosures: 1. Educational Backgrounds of 

Cabinet Minis ters. and Deputy 
Ministers. 

2. Individual Educational. 

Histories 


:>X323 

V — 

POLrMP Adam/^.ak _ 5-14-79 

tuucts; 

POL: JETaylor ; I 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


FOR DEPT. USE ONLY 

no* 


POL rFATurc 



-on tent* Asd.Cl.MiticAtion Approves 

CHARGE : JBAros tutz 


A/DCM rBAFlatin 

102 


/ , 






LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


KABUL A- 33 
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Data for this study is not available on several officials* 
and information on others is incomplete, because of the 
continuing personnel shifts by the government. Neverthe- 
less, we shall ultimately fill the gap^ in our knowledge 
of these higher-ranking bureaucrats. 
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EDUCATION BACKGROUNDS OF 
CABINET MINISTERS AND DEPUTY MINISTERS* 


Undergraduate Degrees and Professional 
(e.g. military) Training : “ ’ 


Afghanistan 

United States 

USSR 

UK 

29 

6 

1 

1 

France 

Lebanon (AUB) 

India 


1 

3 

1 



Advanced Degrees and Training : 

Afghanistan United States USSR 

5 7 5 

% r 


★NOTE: This chart reflects the educational record of 
thirty-three individuals. We do not at this time have 
any information about the educational history of a 
further eight officials.. Two deputy ministerships are 
currently vacant. 
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President of the Revolutionary Council : 

Noor Mohansnad Taraki: Schooling through the fourth grade. 

Night school. 

Inmrai (Prime) Minister and Minister of F oreign Affairs: 
Hafizullah Amin: BS, Kabul University, Mathematics and Physics, 

-1953. MS, Columbia Teachers College, 1958. Additional two year 
at Columbia Teachers College between 1963 and 1963. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

First Deputy Minister for Political Affairs Shah Mohammad Dost: 
Graduate, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Kabul University 

Second Deputy Minister for Political Affairs Dr. Assadullah Amin: 
Graduate, Faculty of Medicine, Kabul University. 

, Deputy Minister for Administrative Affairs Abdul Hadi Mokarael: 

Graduate,- Faculty of Lav and political Science, Kabul University 

*• * 

Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reform 

Minister Saleh Mohammad Ziri: 

Graduate, Faculty of Medicine, Kabul University. 

4 Deputy Minister for Land Reform Fazel Rahim Rahim: 

'' Training in statistics in India. Also studied statistics at 
Iowa State University in 1956-1957, 1961-1964, 1970. BS, 
Agricultural Statistics and Livestock Research, Iowa State 
University in 1964. All studiep in U.S. were sponsored by 

AID. 

^Deputy Minister for Agriculture Abdul Ahad Sarsam: 

USAID financed university training in the U.S. 


Ministry of Communications 


^Graduate^Afghan^ilitary Academy., Fighter pilot training in 
the Soviet Union. 
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Page 2 

Deputy Minister Khallilullah Kohistani: 

BA, Kabul University > Mathematics and Chemistry, 1974^ 


Ministry of Commerce 

Minister Abdul Qudus Ghorbandi: 

Graduate, Afghan Institute of Technology. Fifteen month 
Air Controller Course with FAA in U.S. 

Deputy Minister Mohammad Hakim Malyar: 

Graduate, Faculty of Economics, Kabul University. 


Ministry of Defense 


Minister Lt. Col. Mohammad Aslam Watanjar: 
Graduate, Afghan Military Academy, 1968. 


Deputy Minister (Chief of Staff) Lt. Col. Mohammad Yaqub: 
Graduate, Afghan Military Academy. 


Ministry of Education 

.Minister Dr. Abdul Rashid Jalili: 

Graduate, Faculty of Agriculture, Kabul University, 1963. 

Soviet r Union Ural Microbiolo Sy > University of Wyoming. Ph.D., 

: First Deputy Minister Dr. Ghulam Mohammad Sahibi: 

No information. 

i Second Deputy Minister, Faz^ Haq: 

No information. 


Ministry of Finance 

Minister Abdul Karim Misaq: 

No formal education. 

Deputy Minister Khair Mohammad Sultani: 

Graduate, Kabul University. Two months at University of 
Pittsburgh, 1975. 
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Ministry of Frontier Affairs 

Minister Saheb Jan Shahrayee : 
No information. 

Deputy Minister — vacant. 
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Ministry of Higher Education 

* 

Minister Prof. Mahmoud So oraa : 

BS, American University in Beirut, Science, 1960. MS and 
P. Dip., Columbia Teachers College, 1964. 

Deputy Minister Pir Mohammad Zeray: 

BS, University of London, Engineering. 


Ministry of Information and Culture 

Minister Khayal Mohammad Katawazi : 

Graduate, Faculty of Journalism, Kabul University, 1968. 

Deputy Minister for Information and Culture Ali Gul Paiwand: 
Graduate, Faculty of Education, Kabul University. Post-grad- 
uate’ study in education. Teachers College, Kabul. 

Deputy Minister for Radio and Television — vacant. 


Ministry of Interior 

Minister Sher Jan Mazdooryar: 

Graduate, Afghan Military Academy. 

Deputy Minister --Faqir Mohammad Faqir: 
No information. 


Ministry of Justice 

Minister Abdul Hakim Shahrayee Jauzjahi: 

Graduate, Faculty of Islamic Law, Kabul University, 1960. 

* Studied journalism at Kabul University in 1962. Further studies 
in the Soviet Union in 1963. 
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Deputy Minister for Administration Mohammad Akram Abqari: 

No information. 

Deputy Minister for Judicial Affairs Dr. Mohamma^ Anwar Wahidi: 
Graduate, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Kabul University, 
1953. Studied Criminal Investigation and Comparitive Law at 
American and George Washington Universities, '1957-8. (USAID grant.) 


Ministry of Mines and Industries 

Minister Mohammad Ismail Danesh: 

Attended Faculty of Agriculture and Engineering, Kabul Uni- 
versity, 1958-60. BS, Mining, University of West Virginia, 
1964, MS, Mining, University of West Virginia. MS, Physics, 
University of Lenin, Soviet Union, 1971. 

Deputy Minister for Industries Ghulam Mohammad Rahimi: 

No information. 

Deputy Minister for Mines, Eng. Abdul Kafi Rassuli: 

No information. 


Ministry of Planning 

Minister Eng. Mohammad Seddiq Alemyar: 

Graduate, Afghan Institute of Technology. Also studied at 
Afghan Politechnic. Further training in the Soviet Union in 
geological engineering. 

Deputy Minister Fateh Mohammad Tarin: 

Received training in the Soviet Union under U.N. auspices. Also 
spent eighteen months in France studying industrial management. 

Deputy Minister for Statistics Abdul Ghafour Malikzada: 

No Information. 


Ministry of Public Health 

Minister (and. Deputy Prime Minister) Dr. Shah Wall: 

Graduate, Faculty of Medicine, Kabul University. 

' ' * \ . 

Deputy Minister — vacant. 
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Ministry of Transport 

Minister Mohammad Hassan Bareq Shafiyee: 

No university or advanced training. 

Deputy Minister Noor Mohammad Dalili: 

Two years training program in U.S. with Federal Aviation 
Agency, 


, 

Ministry of Public Works 

Minister Dastagir Panjshiri: 

BA, Faculty of Letters, Kabul University, 

Deputy Minister, Eng. Saleh Mohammad Pairoz: 
No information,. 


Ministry of Water and Power 

Minister Mohammad Mansur Hashemi:' 

Attended Teachers Training College in Kabul and then American 
University in Beirut from 1955-1960. BS, Kabul University, 
Physics, 1960. MS, University of Arizona, 1965, 

Deputy Minister Eng. Mohammad Juma Barekzoi: 

Two years at American University in Beirut. 
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Tehran, Iran 


May 16, 1979 


Excellency: 

cart of d J!^i! P ? Pat L p,per on Afghanistan, the first 
till o I tlVrniiX*'* ,ta |!f 5 re P° r tfropi th l $t 

d raws upon®our decent ^information . seconi * ~«ion 

natur^is*^ 1 ?..!® ^ whether information of this 
what 1 st t0 2 ou and/or advise me of 

and Vour^ol leagues . *** ° f 8P ® CU1 C — *> xou 

I look forward to further exchanges with you. 

Sincerely, 


Charles W. Naas 

Charge d'Affaires, a.i. 


His Excellency, 

Mr. Amir Entezam, 

Deputy Prime Minister, 

The Prime Minister's Office 
Tehran. * 


SECRET 

no 


SECRET 

DE RUQMHR #5208/01 140 ** 

ZNT SSSSS ZZH 
B 201215Z MAY 79 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE VASHDC 1541 
RUSBQD/AMEMBASST ISLAMABAD 0098 
IHFO RUQMB I /AMEMBASSY ABO DHABI 
BUS BLK /AMEMBASSY KABUL 0111 
RUSBQD/AMCONSUl PESHAWAR 0002 
RUQMYA/USLO RIYADH 0055 
BT 

SECRET SECTXOW-ai^O^ ' TEHRAN 05208 




CGAFFEY, DAVID) OR-P 


TEHRAN 

5208 

CLASS: 

SECRET 

jCHRGE: 

STATE 5/20/79 

k APPRV : 

CHARGE: CV NAAS 

DRFTD: 

POL:DCMCGAFFEY:t 

CLEAR: 

POL: VTOMSETH 

DISTR: 

CHG POL-3 OR 


ECON ICA RF 


E.O. 12065: 

TAGS : PEPR f 

SUBJECT: FREE-LANCE AFGHAN REBEL CALLS ON EMBASSY 





REF; ISLAMABAD 5531 

1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT? THIS IS A REPORTING CABLE.) 

2. SUMMARY: AMCIT AFGHAN ZIA NASSRY, IN IRAN TO MEET 
WITH AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI, AYATOLLAH XHALKHALI , AND FONMIN 
YAZPI TO OBTAIN FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR AFGHAN GUERILLA 
MOVEMENT, DESCRIBED TO POLOFF SUBSTANTIAL WEAKNESSES IN 

, MOVEMENT, LEADERSHIP, FINANCES, AND ORGANIZATION, BUT 
i STATED THAT MOVEMENT WILL UNSEAT KHALQI GOVERNMENT BY 
. NOVEMBER , TO INSTALL DEMOCRATIC ISLAMIC REPUBLIC. END 
SUMMARY. 


3. ZIA NASSRY CALLED POL SECTION MAY 17, DESCRIBING 
HIMSELF AS FRIEND OF RICK SHERMAN IN ISLAMABAD. WE MET 
OVER COFFEE, DISCUSSING MUTUAL ACQUAINTANCES AND HIS 
CURRENT ACTIVITIES. NASSRY DESCRIBES HIMSELF AS A 
FREE-LANCE PATRIOT,” WORKING FOR BUT NOT WITH ANY OF 
THE VARIOUS LEADERS IN PAKISTAN, ALTHOUGH MOST CLOSELY 
ASSOCIATED WITH PIR SYED AHMED GAILANI. HE STATED HE 
HAD JUST COME FROM NEW YORK, WHERE HE MET WITH BOXER 
, MOHAMMAD ALI , AND FRANKFURT, WHERE. HE MET WITH ABOUT 
1 THIRTY EXPATRIATE AFGHAN BUSINESSMEN. (HE SAID ALI PUT 
HIM OFF, BUT FRANKFURT AFGHANS HAD PLEDGED 50,000 DM.) 

- HIS MAIN PURPOSE IS TO RAISE FUNDS AND HE CARRIED 
r CREDENTIALS FROM THE '‘AFGHANISTAN ISLAMIC AND REVOLU- 
i TIONARY COUNCIL. HE IS IN IRAN WITH INTRODUCTIONS TO 
AYATOLLAH KHALKHALI , HEAD OF ISLAMIC COURT (AND, HE 
:i STATES , SON-IN-LAW OF AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI). KHALKHALI, 

V: he SAID, WAS TAKING HIM TO QOM THAT AFTERNOON, WHERE HE 
MAD AN APPOINTMENT WITH KHOMEINI FOR THE NEXT DAY. IF 
t KHOMEINI GIVES HIS BLESSING, HE WILL MEET AGAIN with 
} KHALKHALI AND FONMIN IBRAHIM YAZDI TO DISCUSS DETAILS 
f>OF FINANCIAL AID TO MOVEMENT AND ESTABLISHMENT OF ARMED 
‘ REFUGEE CAMPS ON IRANI AN-AFGH AN BORDER. 


ASSRY DESCRIBED MOVEMENT AS HIGHLY MOTIVATED, BUT 


AflSlOlUTELY WITHOUT FUNDS.” HE SAYS LEADERS ARE DECEIVING 


ELVES ABOUT EXPECTED SUPPORT FROM SAUDI ARABIA, GULF 
STATES, AND CHINA, WHILE HE IS WORKING TO FIND CASH. HE 
| STATES GAILANI WENT TO SAUDI ARABIA IN JANUARY, AND STAYED 


ill 


S E r. R 


E T 


TEHRAN Q 


S E C 5 E T 


TEHRAN 5208 


tX°m?Pw S £« GUFST 0? PRINCE FAHD, BUT RECEIVED NOTHING. 

EE » NA SSRY, VISITED ABU DHABI, BUT COT NOTHING 

TW T M?2r£ V Jn5 E L% P BAD Ap POINTMENT WITH KHOMEINI ALSO 
IN MARCH, BUT WAS REQUESTED TO PUT IT OFF UNTIL IRANIAN 

cniei U M I0N G ° T LIGHTENED OUT. MEANWHILE, 3E HAS ' RAISED 
SUBSTANTUL FUNDS FROM AFGHANS IN U.S., BUT IT HAS ALL 

n2 N JL£°5 F00D » VITH N0T HING LEFT FOR ARMS OR AMMUNITION. 
SIa2 ES c? IBEI) AFGEAN LEADERSHIP IN PAKISTAN AS "STRANGE-— 
FROM ISLAMIC BROTHERHOOD TO ISLAMIC MARXISTS " f'OOPPT? ftTiNf* 
SULLENLY WHILE STRUGGLING EOR PRE-EMINENCE, AND UF'-'ILLING^ 
TO TRUST ANYONE OUTSIDE THEIR CIRCLe! INCLUDING H^SELf” 

EE ALSO DECRIED THEIR FIGHTING EXPERTISE SAYING tpvy 
PAVE BEEN WASTING MEN ON SUICIDE MISSIONS WITH NO gInERAL 
S^ATiGT, SUFFERING HEAVY CASUALTIES (7?0 WOUNDED IN ONE 
FOR WHOM THERE ARE NO MEDICAL FACILITIES AND FAIL- 
ING TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SUCCESSES. T8EY ALL AGREF ON 
NECESSITY 0? DEMOCRATIC ISLAMIC REPUBLIC, BUT DISAGREE 
‘2S ™ IE W»I««OHS. HOWEVER, MOST OF TH* FIGHTING^ ( IN 

TPASrTjenTB R 2 V i NCES ^ IS 0CCUR HING SPONTANEOUSLY, WITPOUT 
LEADERSHIP FROM PAKISTAN, AND HE BELIEVES #i m * ALL ITS 

fAHIJGS THAT, WITH food SHORTAGES EXPECTED IN AFGHANISTAN 
IN OCTOBER, THERE WILL BE A GENERAL UPRISING, AND REVOLT 
Oj DISILLUSIONED TROOPS, AND TARAKI GOVERNMENT WILL RE 
F Jm^ EF ^ ^Y NOVEMBER. THE ONLY THING WHICH CAN INTFRPFRF 
WITH THAT TIMETABLE, HE SAYS, WOULD Br THE INTRODUCTION 

2L2°?«I AN t, TROOPS * W5ICH W0ULI) SOLIDIFY OPPOSITION TO THE 

V0GIjE REQUIRE a PROTRACTED WAR . HIS BEST 

^ E ppnMT<?p^ A L T nf S0VIFTS WILL N0T "AKE THAT CHANCE NOW. 

F o°*J S P T0 CALL AFTER HE RAD MET WITH IRANIAN AUTHOR- 
ITIES TO GIVE THE RESULTS 0? HIS APPEAL. 

5. FOR ISLAMABAD. NASSRY EXPECTS TO PE IN ISLAMABAD IN 
ABOUT THREE WEEKS, AND HOPES TO CALL ON PICK SHERMAN. 

?^ta TEHRAN IS ACHING UNDER SEPARATE COVER TO DEPARTMENT 
i?i AMA BAD, AND KABUL, PAPER WHICH NASSRY 13 DISTRIBUTING ’ 
WITH HIS APPEALS TO EXPLAIN REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT. 

?;*™2c ME S T: . ASHY'S OWN CRITICISM OF GAILANI AND OTHER 
LEADERS, PLUS HIS COMMENT ABOUT JEALOUSIES AND LACK OF 
TRUST OUTSIDE INNER CIRCLE, MAY EXPLAIN COMMENTS AGAINST 
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E.O. 12065: XGDS45/21/09 (MC &AFFET, DATID 
TASS: PEPH IR AF PK 
SUBJECT: LIMITED IRANIAN RESPONSE TO AFGHAN REBEL APPEAL 

REF: TEHRAN 5208 

1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMART: AFGHAN FUND RAISER NASSRT REPORTED SOME 
ASSISTANCE FROM IRANIANS, TALK OF “HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE.” REPORTS 30-35,000 AFGHAN REFUGEES IN IRAN. 

END SUMMART. 

3. AMCIT AFGHAN ZIA NASSRT CALLED POLOFF MAT 21 TO 
REPORT RESULTS OF HIS TALKS WITH IRANIAN AUTHORITIES. 

HE STATES THAT HE DID TRAVEL TO QOM AND MET WITH 
ATATOLLAE KHOMEINI. HE SAID THEIR TALK WAS FRIENDLT , 

BUT NOT TOO PRODUCTIVE. HE WAS ASKING FOR ARMS ASSISTANCE, 
AND THE ATATOLLAH SPOKE INSTEAD OF “HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE.” HE SPOKE AGAIN WITH ATATOLLAH KHALKHALI , WHO 
SAID THAT THIS COULD BE A BEGINNING. HE DID NOT MEET 
WITH FONMIN YAZDI , BUT INSTEAD MET WITH MR.TAGHAVI, 

CHIEF OF THE MFA SECTION DEALING WITH AFGHANISTAN, AND 
HAS A SECOND MEETING SCHEDULED WITH HIM IN APPROXIMATELY 
TEN DAYS. 
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4. YESTERDAY, IN A PRESS CONFERENCE, AYATOLLAH ROHANI, 

A MAJOR RELIGIOUS FIGURE AND CLOSE RELATIVE OF KHOMEINI, 

CALLED ON *THE AFGHAN PEOPLE TO REVOLT AGAINST THEIR 
GOVERNMENT AS THE IRANIANS DID HERE." HE URGED THE 
IRANIAN GOVERNMENT TO ’’INTERVENE IN AFGHANISTAN TO 
ASSIST MUSLIMS. SUCH STATEMENTS BY UNOFFICIAL, SECOND- 
LEVEL FIGURES, CARRY LITTLE WEIGHT UNTIL THEY ARE CON- 
FIRMED EITHER BY KHOMEINI OR BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

5. NASSRY STATES THAT THE PGOI DID ASSIST HIM IN CONTACT- 
ING AFGHAN REFUGEES IN IRAN. HE TRAVELLED TO MASHAD, 

WHERE THE AFGHANS HAVE A SMALL OFFICE, AND WAS ESCORTED 

TO THE REFUGEE CAMPS. HE STATES THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 
30-35,000 AFGHANS LOCATED IN AN AREA STRETCHING TWENTY 
MILES ALONG THE BORDER FROM THE TOWN OF TYBAD," SOUTH 
OF MASHAD. MOST ARE SHEPHERD FAMILIES, WITH THEIR FLOCKS, 

AND BECAUSE OF LACK OF FODDER, MANY HAVE ALREADY RETURNED 
TO AFGHANISTAN. INCLUDED IN THE NUMBER, HOWEVER, ARE 
OVER ONE HUNDRED AFGHAN MILITARY OFFICERS— GROUND FORCES, 
ARTIiLERY, AND AIR FORCE. THESE ARE ATTEMPTING TO TRAIN 
A GfJRRILLA FORCE (MOST MALE REFUGEES HAVE PERSONALLY- 
OWNED RIFLES) AND, NASSRY SAYS, ARE CONDUCTING SOME OPERA- 
TIONS INSIDE AFGHANISTAN. NASSRY HOPES THAT THE IRANIANS 
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WILL AT LEAST TAKE THE BURDEN OF THE ACTUAL REFUGEES OFF 
THE HANDS OF THE OFFICERS, FREEING THEM FOR MORE TRAINING 
AND OPERATIONS. 

6. NASSRY INTENDS TO TRAVEL TOMORROW TO PAKISTAN, AND 
WILL PLAN TO RETURN TO IRAN AFTER APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK 
THERE. NAAS 
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E.O. |P*€5« RDS-3 5/21/99 /TOON / PaLCOLP) OR-* • 

TAGS* ■ AS UR * ^OFS. # .PFPR*, PIRT 

SUBJECT J <C) AFGHANI ST AS* PROSPECTS FOP SOVIET 

TYTFRVEVTICN 

REFt CA) KABUL !6?«, (B> YOSCOV F3F4 

U CO BLEARY, W€ DO WOT THIfJK THAT THE SOVIET UBICK , 
UNDER PRESENT CIR CUBS! ANCES VIr'/S ITS OPTIONS IN AFGHANIS- 
TAN AS OPFN-r :OFD • IK OUR OPINION, ANALOGIES \'!TH THE 
1968 SOVIET INVASION OF CZFCHGSLOVAKI A* ARE FAULTY* WE 
THJ *'V THE SOVIETS VILI 'CONTINUE TO I NCR ~A5E THEIR ADVISORY 
All) LC miCAL v IL IT AR Y SUPPORT FOR THE PRO-SOVIET KABUL 
PCGI^t* SOWE SOVIET PERSONNEL y AY EfCOWF INVOLVED IN BRA 
"3ILUARY OPERATIONS. UNDER FOR ESS S A PL £ CIPCUWSTANCES, 

' WM;rR, MOSCOW WILL PPO BADLY AVOID- SHOULDERING A B'JBSTAB- 

i j rfrmn* <■ 

etak. --End /summary# - ' 


iir~ 


*• CO VE/ACRFf VIT-W THE *a!» TENETS OF KABUL’S ANALYSIS 
CRE; *># IS PARTI CtL AR WITH THE CONCLUSION THAT THE SOVIETS 
Silt ffiOcASLY ATTEMPT TO AVOID PLVNGJNS INTO VHaT WELL 
.‘CPOLO BECOME A VIETXA*-T YPE TRAP. IN FACT. VF WOULD CO 
-“V€K FlRTHER I« DOWNPLAYING THE VALIDITY OF THE CZECH 
ANALOGY. AS MENTIONED RTF 3, IN OUR OPINION THE SOVIETS 
; WILL NOT UNDER FORESEEABLE CIRCUMSTANCES GIVE SERIOUS CON* 
SID W AT ION TO THE LAROT-SCALE DISPATCH OF COMBAT UNITS 
WHICH 1 3 THE CASE OF CZF.CHCUOVAKI A INVOLVED SOME 141 
SOVIET DIVISION PI. US F OflR DIVISIONS FPOM OTHER WARSAW PACT 
COUNTRIES) TO SAVE THE KH At 01 REGIME FROM BEINP OVER- 
THROWN. 


V <«n ClN CONCLUSION I? BJSlD ON SEVbR At PREMISES! 

<A> ^ifAT EG 1 CALL'Y « AFGHANISTAN IS TN A« ENTIRELY DIFFERENT 
CATEGORY TROT CZECHOSLOVAKIA. . CZECHOSLOVAKIA SITS ASTRIDE 
OR IS NEAR HlfT'RJC INVASION CORRIDORS INTO RUSSIA/THE 
SOVItT L’WICJ. n IS A KTF.EFR OF THE F~ -SOCIALIST CORHON* 
WEALTH-. THE "WORLD SOCIALIST CYST SH* AS VEIL AS THE WARSAW 
P/CT. A D CHARGES IN ITS I»T-Ff.AL SYSTEM CAN IMPACT 
PEL.VFIV.~LY DIRECTLY UPON THE USESM INTERNAL SYSTEM. 


(?) FROM THE MOSCOW FERSFLCTIV' 
rv* I SG' MONTHS, A SOVIET IN7AF1C 
PR ' PA8L Y REDOUND TO THE J3ISADVA 
!flf RESTS. IT VOfLD DEAL A r VJ 
THE V EST AT A TIME WHSN,«OS(v- 
V IT ^ THE GROWING CHINFSF TH©r*T 
vr- LD ALMOST C’PTAINLY DOOM ?aL 
LENT (A ND , AS TN THE CASE OF CZ 
r RI*T FOR CHARGES BY THE CHI?^~ 
RANf l ’ GTST, HECFMONIST OBJECT IV 

^ r up relations v:th the imports 


t AND ESPECIALLY IN THE UP- 
h i-T AFGHANISTAN WOULD 
r, T AGE OF CL OB 41 STRATEGIC 
FRF RIP* TO DETENTE WITH 
IF INCREASINGLY PR E -OCCUR I to 
I THE EAST • SUCH A MOVE 
T. IT WOULD PROVIDE EXCEL - 
F t V G SL CV A Kl A , LONG-TERM) 
r a?; D OTM r PS OF SOVIET FX- 
r S IV THE yPFID. IT WOULD 
NT "VSLIX VPRLD. • 


(C) IM ISC? THE p OVIET c CALCULATED CORRECTLY TKrT THE 
CZFr /<; WC’LD ^OT FIGHT . THIS WOULD NOT HAPPEN IV THE CASE 
OF AFGHANISTAN. FURTHER .THE SOVIET OEJFCTIV- I& CZ ECHO - 
3.C’/4'IA WAS EASILY ACCOMPLISHED " Y f.CCUPYU'O A !® PACIFYIIT 
?HE :53AM CENTERS. MOSCOW’S TASK WO»LD^P r KORF DIFFICULT 
IN AFGHANISTAN WHERE THE GREAT BULK OF THE POPULATION— AND 
THE RESISTANCE— ARE LOCATED Ui RURAL 4RFAC. IT IS EV r N 
F^'.SIBLF THAT THE INSURGENCY IN A FG H A « ! E T W ’• V ■> ULD RSC^IV^ 
ADDED IMPETUS BY 
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I) infT ™ T£Rrc OF PREPARING MILITARILY KF SVC.'* a CTIC‘ 
1C W0”LD FI Iff THE AFGMA’aSTAN^nUA? 1^ I 

kYS WORE COMPLICATED T HA ti THAT THEY CoNTr j^Tca» IH J! 
A'^UST ISC®* THr PREPARATION FOR Tir CZECH*. LjVAX 
ASION WAS EFFECTIVE ELY COVERED BY LjRQE-SCALS ^ £3 Aj , 
PAW A» tCCl£TlC*L EXERCISES IK THc. ^^U-HFC f 
hftm v (if t u( W AR SV PACT* THUS THE NEC~S r ARY GROUND V ’R . 

RECOMNMP’AnS? , tO:,!ETICl EASIH5 A JO AND *'D CO^TR 
m Srowrs iis tMD. A HD, WORE irMRUSTLY, TH7 RCfUlRSD 
XOBH II ATIOV. A*D OEPLOYi^WT OF FfRCSS VAT ACC0f.PL!«----£D 
"lft r R THE CrREFN OF COMPARATIVELY “rOOTIRr v AfJwllV IT 

||£-D4FFLCt& t T Xa XOHC^IVt 0 E ***£ * £ & *8 * .*■£■ 

Sj® E: ar • ih the -case of afchamstae. 

FORCES XECESFARY FOR * CZECH OVA K-STYI-S OPERATION i •' 

uakista*; would fr^fa^ly reouih" large-scale rorauzA- 

.m A‘T> REDEPLOYMENT OF TROOP/- V THJ CCmOUOUS AR:AF, 
THOUGH *'• SOM* EXTENT THESE PRGPLEWS WOULD PE OPVlATr.D 
’fS JlSO DEfLOYIN- AI^ORHE DIVISIONS. . SIP LT CHI NO THE 
£dtNT TO INCLUDE ALL OF THE TwO MILITARY DISTRICTS H- VI.. 
W'tSmQ S fiSoER VITM AFGHANISTAN, ^ SOVIETS II AJT 
HtVIN DIVISIONS, OUT THREE OF *HICH CA BE J^NSID "?iL: 
la*iM( rap COMBAT VlTHOfT MOBILIZATION* NON. OF THi * P- 
IBIAILY pVcTilOOTO FOR AN AWH*»!?Tt8 *ISflC». «S0 TK' 
TO rnkriB THE CHiarsf -OPOFR «wrH l| TH- 
MJOR COSISIDERATIOSi OF AT LEAST <tfE !-F Tfc r II ITARN 
fl'TRICTS. 


* 1 . 


4. <C> IT ?“\*F COURSE NOT POSSIBLE AND VCUL& RF. FOOLISH 

FOR US T r * PULE; OUT COPPlETaY THE POSSIBILITY OF A f. VI FT 
INVASIO* OF ^FftH^UISIM IN RESPONSE TO AN APP^M PROF, i\ 
-PEUE^UrRED XHALCI REGIME. VHILF WE EFLI&VF THAT THE \ 
DISINCENTIVES IN TERMS OP MO$COV f ~ CALCULATION OK ITS BEST 
" I NT Ep E ST S AT THIS TIME APPEAR HEAVILY TO OUTWEIGH THE 
INC r NT IVES f THE FACTORS ADVANCE!) BY KABUL IS PAPA II REF A 
ARE STILL COGFNT. IF THF POL IT ICAL-MILITAP Y SITUATION IN 
AFTHANI' r r AN -CONTINUE? TO DETERIORATE, THF SOVIET LEADER* 
.'^HIF AAY VERY vaL -'£ TEMPTED TO CONSIDER THF POSS1 ILITY 
OF SOME LESSER F°RM CF DIRECT I STSRVENT 1 0 f J TC PPCTFri IT." 
OVERALL INVESTMENT IN AFGHANISTAN. FOR THIS REASON IT K 
IN OUR INTEREST TO CONTINUE TO GIVE OCCASIONAL R EC. I ND zK ■' 

TO THE SOVIETS OF THE SERIOUS VIE* V" VOULD TAKE OF ANY 
SUCH ACTIONS* REMINDS FRO* VFSTFPN AND THIRO-VORLD 
COVER NPcNTS CONSTITUTE I* TH r KCSLV£S DISINCENTIVE'S TO 
DIRECT INTERVENTION. 

r 


5. <r> SHORT OF DIRECT, LARGE-SCALE SOVIET “"TLlTfRY INTER- 

VENTION,* VHA.T IS THE LIKELY NATURE AW) SCOPE OF SOVIET 
. : r IL tTAPY ASSISTANCE TO AFGHANISTAN? THE AFGHAN .MILITARY'S 
'ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY MAY vai Be TH C ONLY LIMITATION At 
THIS TIM C OH HOV FAR THE SOVIETS ARE W ILL I Nr TO CO. Ml 
PEL ItVE THE NUMBER OF SOVIET ADVISER? COULD FRCGRESflV LY 
INCREASE, AM) SOMF C*'UtD BF CO) F INVOLVED |Y MILITARY 
OPERATIONS. SOME SOVIET FIRE SUPPORT COULD BE PROVIDED. 


FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE FOP v OF HELICOPTER GUM-KIP OR TACTICAL 
r AIR SUPPORT FOR GROUND OFFR At IONS , OP THE EMPLOYMENT OF 


31VIET PER SOX *51 TO OPERATE SOPHIST ICATFD MILITARY :: 
-‘^ENT. THIS wear ALL EE Vi THF CONTEXT, HOWEVER , OF 
1 ADO NOT SOVIET TP ■'■OPS SHOULD FP I NO THE COMSAT BURDEN 
SITUATION VVER F THF DP A f O CAPABILITIES TO 5URVIV 
- EXRAD ITS CO NT pot —and NCT X 0 0 C 0 V- # S D I P L CT I NT t'RVEf- 
|f ILL 8 l THE CHIEF DFT tRT J Nr STS' OF THF DESTINY OF THE 
®T 
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MUpDT/USMSSION USUN NEW YORK 7So5 
*T 

9 F C R E T SECTION 33 OT 03 MOSCOW I30P3 

, , 

-•REVOLUTION-, 

<• <C> FINALLY; RE para 11 REF a VF DO MOT CONSIDER THAT 

‘ CONCERN MWW . TfcjlDSttFI^PORULATlON OF THE SOVIET CENTRAL 
•ASIAN REPUBCTCTiBY ITSELF WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT INCENTIVE 
FOR THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP TO ADOPT AN INTERVENTIONIST 
/COURSE IN AFGHANISTAN. - ALL THE INFORMATION WE HAVE PFEN 
.*5L£TO GATHRt ABOUT THIS REGION INDICATES THAT MOSCOW 
mm SlTUATia<M#€LL DICER CONTROL# FRERUtNT VISITS 
RY EMBASSY OFFICERS TO SOVIET CENTRAL ASIA IN RECENT MONTH 
■KAVl HN^ERED FEW SIGNS OF DISCONTENT. THE CENTRAL ASIAN 

^republics Have fade significant social and economic progress 

TIMBER SOVIET RW.E AND ENJOY A SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER STANDARD 
;8F IIVIRC THAN IN NEIWtBGRIfr AREAS OF AFGHANISTAN AND 

AKD.SHCRiD DISCONTENT NONETHELESS SURFACE IN- -»E 
WING MONTHS v THE SOVIETS CAN BE COUNTED CV.TO *«OVE 
RICHLY AW EFFECTIVELY TO CRUSH TT# TOON 
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it RUPHLG/AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 5SS7 
•iRtSBAl/AMBMBASST NEW DELHI 1443 
IlRUQf^R/AMRMBAS$T TEHRAN 0147 

l!c T OfN FI D 1 N TI A L MOSCOW 13159 


j C OtN MHlIIiL MO! 

I I.O. 10065: RDS-1 5/24/99 
1 JAGS: AY 9 PIPE, UR 


D M 


VIS 

MM 


SEC 


(TOON, MALCOLM) OR-M 


II SUBJECT: (C) REPORTED APPOINTMENT OF SOVIET DIPLOMAT AS 
J J DIPLOMATIC ADTISER TO DRA 

I 

jl« \ (C-ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. AT' MAT 22 QUADRIPARTITE MEETING, UK AMBASSADOR. 
REPORTED THAT FORMER SOflET DEPUTY PERMFEP AT THE UN AND 
NOW AN OFFICIAL IN THE SOVIET MFA SECOND EUROPEAN DEPT., 
1151 LIT STIPAN6 tICH SAfRONCHUI, WILL- BE GOING TO KABUL 

* At* DIPLOMATIC ADVISER" TO THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT. WE 

* ASSUME THAT, I ft EFFECT, THIS DESIGNATION WILL MAKE HIM 
TUI PERSONAL ADVISER TO H. AMIN. 
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'm » PAKISTANI DIPLOMAT TOLD US MAY 24 THAT A PRC 

j|AT HAD MENTIONED TO HIM THAT SAFRONCHUF VILL BE COINS TO 

fTAPRT PFPHAPS AS AMBASSADOR* PAK SOURCE SAID «.HAT, 

ALTHOUGH SAfRONCHUK APPEARS 5 - |°hIcoRDS ^ 

OR EVEN ASIAN-RELATED ASSIGNMENTS, HIS EMBASSIES RECORDS 

INDICATE THAT HE WAS IN KABUL ON AN I 9nn?CE L 

BXPORS OR DURING THE APRIL 27, 1978 » r?5* CB 

SfiTtD IURTHIR THAT PRKS BILHV1 SAPRONCHOK HAS KGB 

CQNMICTIONS . 

4. IMBASST'S RILATITBIiT BRIBT BIO ACCOONT ON SAIRONCHT3K 
DISCR1BBS HIM AS PRIMARUT A SPBCIHIST ON OK APPAIRS. 

» StRVSD POR THRU IX ASS AS SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO wHAMA 
•UoSti) BIPORI MOVING TO THE ON AS SOVIIT DEPOTT 
flSBlP HE APPARENTLY ALSO AT ONE TIM* WAS r.‘.3T OF THE 
SO ^Bt REPRESENTATION ON THE UN ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR 

APIA AND TEE PAR EAST. AND HAS TRAVELLED EXTENSIVELY 
THROUGHOUT THE PAR AND MIDDLE EAST. 


5. EMBASSY WOUBD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER Bn INFO ON 
IAPRONCHUK THE DQBPT,. MAT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE. TOON 
f ■ t 
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VV £SA2$4MJC82S 
0, BUUtMR 

RUSBLK 40J«/| 1 5J1UJ 
. T CCCCC zziT 
0.R RRIIRRZ JlM t> . 

VM AMEMBASSY XAWJL . 

1 f**»® m«u>u(Ti 4 tot 
UZ2, RV «MP/«Ht»»MT IMMHASAD t82 1 
myw/A»«»Am iwwi um 

RUUAE/ANINSASSY MM BUM «g»| 

RUttM/AHIMSASSY TSMtAM WIJ 

^OMIDCKIUI 

LIMIT CD OmCIBL MB SECTION I or a KAZJL ADOS 

£.0. ttMl' N/A 

**«• raid, ram, nm, *r, us 

* U * J * **■•** MUCH! NT ON MO 10 AFGHANISTAN 

aar» arm mibm 

I* (LOU • ENT I8t TEXT) 

l»ir «*SJVIL T £jf £ £rt3AS * y IS KOST *Y«PATM£T1C TDtfA'-i 

Sr aysns? £•%&?** ™ 

LSAs5 , TM*2L T l!*Tf2?S ,, 5S5.’ ( ? iS !S ®*rarti«ws desire to 

Ss2*2«Mt£?T^*Sff 1 iU I i? ,, .S r AMBASSADOR CUBS and *e WAD.. 
Spit«rtnrn S fr “wi I?r P fA (». ?! r S^! M< i ? ,<IN8 lh THAT *ma»z. « 

‘Tr*.. *™*; 0 * 1 ** orricuu.r ran its handlin® or thi incident 

LOT 4L0K MOUIt RESPONSIBILITY TAR TKL AMBASSADOR* S DEATH, 


• t 

K-i- 
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THAT -Hr. |*a 

5y*Ar*i2^wKY£ D 5»fiSf 2 u . AT f ^.27 l 2 ir5:cTXO>l for AlL u$ ® fl^g^l 

t!t A 2!^K*LS5i S LAR3 ELT OH WH*T IS MEANT ST *ADZ*LaTS." 

FOR USS FACILITIES IN KABUL. fi, 

** REQIESTED, FOR OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS* IT 
RU»s^°2»5fi ACC0,j FANr THE AMERICA* SCHOOLS 

fnTui ^ XT vwu> INHIBIT THE FUL- 

A. f t U,l Si 0 5f^* ,ri ** T0 ^^IST AND RECEIVE 
??S Y 5r A 55*-f5. AL1 ' USB FERSONNEL* MOREOVER. THERE IS UO 

ATTACK S^lTSlS^" S 1 » C 5 T f5? l S 0 S «U.-rt.ANNU) TEHROHJST 
{S^»AB»"t»f , «SX? W ShuJ 0 « D l,0 T “SUCCESSFUL. KO BATTER 
PERSOmShl. * WW)S " 10HT “ AiSXBAEB TO PROTECT SUCH 

if, XHC ACTION OF V MET HER THERE MILL BE AMT * SUBS? ANTI ALL Y 

IN jraHANISTAN* OF THE KIND ENVISAGED 
**WIOH B WILL FROBABLY DEFEND OH FACTORS 
X ^£j£HEQU5 TO THE PUBS TRAOEDY. VI MOULD MOTE* HOWEVER TH^T 

{“>'■■“• |a na Muur. saved d& tSlC™ LIS ' 1 

23HS 8 tT2!2^^SS^,iS.« “■ 10 " ,s 

a»*« 1 !Et 55 A Ai ®F AMBASSADOR DUBS* OWN VIEWS ON 

vjsawy 2? «*«««£ 

J2"L«g L?5 XS w i 5 Sl 2LS^£ iJL T J£. M ***** cooperate 

&Wm T Lra awLf"'^ *" *™ WIWE msE *« ™ 

ITs W MONTHS Of RULE. THE DMA HAS MOVED I nck Fas ikm y 

2®!* 0 " s» '*** ACCUSIo'lTS 0?«R mSi «!aH8^s! I Y 
IBII BTAM^ IRAN. AMD CHINA* OF MC0DL1MO IM ITS INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

WOVIMt AKTI*REQ1ME DISSIOENCE AMD ODER ILL A 
l«^i« SIOMB THAT THE DMA MILL SHIFT 

Sw **** FROM the radical* fro* soviet lime that IT 

O^ST' *° SX * NS that thI. mumm activities 1 * 

ST 
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*U.Nf<VV ESA235ftJC&29 
30 HU OH HR 

OE SUSOLK 4236/2 1531220 

^:*y ccccc tin 

0 R 3211502 JUN 79 
FR AKLK&ASST KABliL 

TO RUSHC/3ECSTAT1 VASHDC IMMEDIATE 4iSSt2 
INFO RUStiCD/AfrEFBASST ISLAaAcAD 8B22 
RUEH/.0/AKEK5A£Sr KOSCO* IU5 
RUSBAE/ AM EMBASSY KLV DELHI 
RU ON HR /AMEN BAS SY TEHRAN 0214 
BT 

CONFIDENT I A L 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 2 \.f 2 KAiUL 42*i6 

4l T« l n«5wSll » «gM*>w* M ifc the uss-s mmst. **;» 

t5s E M». AlC DISBURSEMENTS FO S AT LI/.iT 

??tn/2SH N 5^.£ V !?u!5Si 0 ? TMi ***«« AFGHAN RiGMfE 
iSP5w«f c ?f IE E*5. H iy l! 5 ,N * ftAK «R CONTRARY TO US BUslNES 
oKtiF^Jr 8 !^ *|RR0W THAI THERE ARE AF8HAND OUTSIDE THE 
™m«5 i*?2.l^ E ««N*W *ITMI» IT WHO VALUE A CONTINUED, 
I > Tn t »« L .i5i Efc £ , .,P* S E A,D PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN. DUS' I'.CW - r 

-?n?22S C lro« V L 8 SH!f D1R£CTfc0 AT AESTIN8 SASIC HUNAN 
.>.'.E0S AND SERVE TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE U.S. CONTINUES TO 

AB0UT 1 » TOV “‘>TH£I> AFGHANISTAN 
tL J -TTS reoPLE, NOTHNIIHSTANUING THE LEADERSHIP'S SOMETIMES 
*V£ STANCE* Ve WOULD ALSO NOTE THAT, TO THE BEST OF 

^HA?"THr E / , !M 0 5:frr O ».I H ?., COU F 8 J £S 0F THE AREA HAVE SUGGESTED 
THEY IJ?m U ! 2 SH, W fl JO AFGHANISTAN. ON THE CONTRARY, 

IT I* l 'I THEIR INTEREST THAT THE UiQ -jAINThU. 
FprJfJfLi'!!/??/? AIC HERE. THE MAINTENANCE JF OUCH 

? !22 L 2!u5^;=, e - t !!l EKABLE TWE US9 10 ***rot,2 kuhl 

HAITI CAL°8CEffif V0R Bl ' Y 0EVtL0W,Eti T s 0H THE DOMESTIC AFSHAN 

TO, THE ?! RELINE, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT WE 

!HtIuvnllTY 0 Ar*fr?IF$ Y . I !!?.I M IF U • 8 • AND 24 AT THE AMERICA" 
TA I cr R 2IIL2 F .! E i r ' <, T UffiER Al«ff FINANCED PhOQRAHS. WERE hi 

- It, -iff E 22??« T ?r52I P if £LI ' NE EEWNOITUHls, THOSE STUDENTS 
Tur^o ,‘l£F TO TERHlNATt THEIR STUDIES TMR0U3H NO FAULT OF 

ilNTEfit^T ** EHE *» BELIEVE, WOULD SOT bt IN THE USB' 3 

- P * * E ROPE THAT T8I DEPARTflENT WILL SEEK Tv 
w5ba U »SI . »2i 5i:E * S IHAT TRT RRESIDENT MUST HE GIVEN a FHtI R 
sJfJJJJJRRR l** 6 R"-LL- STONE AMENDMENT WOULD AUT HOH1EE IN DEC1. I 

fl^on»sr 0 |' , F^' L Ar*2?A I £ TE,, | STS s1l *TAU FOR A COhUMJATIC". OF 
nLaS 1 ?! . LE , u, 0F Alt> ‘ U AFf, r.ANlSTAH. AS BETWEEN THE PlL’t- 

UiftWNsKI AHIAL-HEVT S, hi CUHaLY «.Ef_ H THE L. TIE-. 

BT 
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Z5JUN?i: i! 


£• o. 12?S5: gds s/25/r5 (ahctutz, J. deuce) or/:: 

TAGS: PINT, UP , AF, PIMP 

SUBJECTS (C) MEET IMG VITH SOVIET DIPLOMAT : PART I OF III - 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE INTERNAL AFGHAN POLITICAL SC7 ,; 7 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY: HICH SVOIET EMBASSY OFFICIAL DISCLOSE'? SOVIET? 
HAVE BEEN URGING DP A TO ESTABLISH A "NATIONAL FTC NT" 70 'ED 
BASE OF THE GOVT - 7 LIT SO FAR V.TTHCUT SUCCESS. THE DIPLOMAT 
DESCRIBED THE INSURGENCY AS CONFUSING. END SUMMARY. 


3. THE NEW SOVIET MINI STEP- COUNSEL OR , VASILIY ST DPAHOVICH 
SAFRONCHUK, PAID ME AN HO UR -LON? COJETESY CALL JUNE 7 A. 
UNQUESTIONABLY THE MOST INTERESTING SOVIET DIPLOMAT I HAVE 7 
MET , I FO UNO HIS OPE ME 3 S FASCINATING, 13 PE C I ALL Y F OF l HA T H7 
HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE INTERNAL AFGHAN POLITICAL SCENE A NO 
SOVIET -AFGHAN POLICY CSZPTEL, FART II). 

4. FROM HIS REMARKS, SOME OF UKICK HIRE VEILED AND SOME NOT 
AT ALL, IT VAS CLEAR THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY FINDS THE 
AFGHANISTAN SITUATION VERY "DIFFICULT". SOME OF SAFE ON CHUM* S 
MORE I NT ERE STING COMMENTS I PRESENT -lELC': 




5. THE NARROW POLITICAL 3A C ~ o? tvt , u - •« r 

WAS T TA| H VTMr W i-?ru R r P ° H -I S ci "CULaTIXg'tmT ^ 'tHE%a lE-FT' outp 
"A S TALKING ^ IT H FCR f l£.R t ■ * , t * i ▼ <~*p ••- c - T ■ ■ 1 — ^ 

ABOUT JOINING THE SOW SO AS TO ”oI-r 

e?2nI? AT THE S0VI£TS WERE PLAYING ‘SO 7 ^ I^THT? L 

safronchuk shook his head, -vhat ' IS n»v'r ™ 

"IS THAT WE HAVE BEEN URGING the D,?A I -AD-pc?HIP TO 

figiraras 

SENSIBLE FOR , THEv i ®sAF^" U °°" 5T " E ^^ fe 

SH €>iPF ^ ANr P OP?OSITIO«f V OR ir S ¥ ,,,, T o 

da^t ! 0 « ' THtlR //IDtA AbOUT BRCADFNT>'G TH T D 3 ! TT t r* at 1 " 

Kuav 

THIS Is N0T BROADENING THE d 0LIT I -'Ae'-~* ur ITICAL 

$• REFLECTING ON THE PROBLEMS facing TWT n b a U- oath 
NOTABLE WEAKNESS (AND HE K^PT P^T 1 TNr f n tSt c pnr mt? 

THE 'VIRTUAL ABSENCE OF maLECTMAL* U' ^ GOVT - " T> 

HE SAID* "YOU SEE THIS ABSENCE In""aPy "a™ TH 
NEW SPA PER S ARE TERRIBLE, AND THE CULTURAL LI F^t~ - -« « 

IMPORTANT for the GOVT , SAFM?cA SAin V 
ATTRACT TO IT SELF -more INTELLECTUALS." 

J* l? E ^URGENCY - SAFRONCHUK SATD HIS ~K- A^SY FTwnq 
THE INSURGENCY "VERY CONFUSING" , THEY CANNOT inl'f ?Y a«v 
SINGLE REBEL LEADER WHO DOMINATES THE OPPOStttom chph aq Y 

^ ^0 CHI MIN DID IN TKEIT COUNTRIES HIS F’'tP A^cv 
DOES 3ELIEVE THAT THE IRANIAN AND p*vtcta:jt r:*i/rc Apr'”""' 

SKM™ RE3ELS ' THE IRANIANS £y' ? u5u C tr«?r£WS AND 

ARMc°Aun°M^2fI S ’ AND THE PAKISTANIS i«Y CLANDESTINELY C UPPLYI"" 
ARMS AND MATERIAL SUPPORT. HE °L AM” n ~-17G T i^ ( ci~ a ^ tt tI * 

TERRIBLE RELIGION-) AS THE SINa? TioST 1 PO-T ’ ^ 

INSURGENCY. THE POPULACE, HE SAID , AS^ur— S "''TIctc * r - R t MeT 

HAM," AND THIS HE OBSERVED (LAKES THE DRA* S TA VIRY DIFFICULT^ 


SAID ONE 


A C* 

* **i s* 
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«, WHEN, AT ONE POINT, I TOLD HIM THE US GOVT WAS NOT 
AIDING THE INSURGENTS, THAT WE HAVE SEVERAL TIMES TOLD THE 
DRA THIS, AND THAT I WAS CONSEQUENTLY UPSET BY THE REPEATED 
PICT WE CAPTIONS IN THE DRA PRESS THIS PAST WEEK, IMPLYING 
THAT THE SHOWN "CAPTURED"WEAPONS ORIGINATED WITH THE 
USA (AND CHINA), HE HAD THIS TO SAY. "IN MY MANY CONVER- 
SATIONS WITH TOP LEVEL DRA MINISTERS AND DEPUTY MINISTERS," 

HE SAID, "NOT ONCE HAVE I HEARD THE US ACCUSED AS ASSIST- 
ING THE INSURGENCY". WHEN I POINTED OUT THAT MOST OF THE FOREIGN 
HILITARY WEAPONS IN PAKISTAN WERE OF US OR CHINESE ORIGIN, AND 
THUS IT WAS UNDERSTANDABLE FOR THE INSURGENTS ALONG THE PAK 
FRONT IER TO HAVE SUCH WEAPONS, HE SAID THAT THE DRA LEADERSHIP 
“KNOWS THIS". RETURNING TO AFGHAN-US RELATIONS, SAFRONCHUK 
SAID THAT, "THE MAIN DRA COMPLAINT ABOUT THE USA IS NOT ABOUT 
YOUR GIVING ARMS BUT ABOUT YOUR VERY CRITICAL PRESS." 


9. THE TIME TO EVACUATE WOMEN AND CHILDREN HAS NOT COME. 

I TOLD SAFRONCHUK THAT ONE OF MY GNM/ING CONCERNS WAS WHEN 
AND IF TO EVACUATE AMERICAN DEPENDENTS. INCIDENTS LIKE 
THE JUNE 23 OUTBREAK IN KABUL, I SAID, COMPELLED OUR EMBASSY 
TO ADDRESS THE QUESTION. SAFRONCHUK RESPONDED THAT, WHILE HE HIM- 
SELF DID NOT HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT- THIS KIND OF QUESTION 
("THIS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE AMBASSADOR AND THE OTHER 
HINISTER-COUNSELOR") , HE SAID HE COULD UNDERSTAND MY WORRY. 

“WHO KNOWS," HE SAID, "WHAT NEXT WEEK OR NEXT MONTH WILL BRING?" 

AS FOR WHAT HIS EMBASSY HAD DONE, HE SAID IT HAD EVACUATED TO 
THE USSR "ALL WOMEN AND CHILDREN OF SOVIETS WORKING OUTSIDE KABUL." 
AS FOR THOSE IN KABUL, HE SAID, ALL THE DEPENDENTS WXJE STILL 
ICRE. "WHEN THERE IS TROUBLE, LIKE YESTERDAY," HE SAID, 

“WE BRING THEM INSIDE THE EMBASSY COMPOUND FOR SAFETY." 
tC THOUGHT THE DRA WAS IN CONTROL OF KABUL AND DIDN'T THINK THE 
SECURITY SITUATION IN THE CITY REQUIRED AN EVACUATION. 


10. BIO DATA. FOR A SOVIET DIPLOMAT, SAFRONCHUK IS EXTRA- 
ORDINARILY OPEN. HE IS WILLING TO ANSWER QUESTIONS, AND HE STRUCK 
HE AS BOTH INTELLIGENT AND A MAN YOU CAN REASON WITH. WITHIN THE 
HIERACHY OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY, HE DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS 
“PROFESSIONALLY" HAVING THE RANK OF "AMBASSADOR," BUT PROTOCOL- 
WISE WAS HERE RANKED ONLY AS NO. 3. THIS WAS BECAUSE THE OTHER 
HINISTER-COUNSELOR, YURIY K. ALEXEEV, HAD PRECEDED HIM TO KABUL, 

AND SINCE HE ARRIVED^FJRST ,?7i-3 2- 53s#, 8:-)) 6 ,9.2 AFTER AMBASSADOR 
PtEANOV. AS FOR HIS OWN RESPONSIBILITIES, SAFRONCHUK SAID HE WAS 
CONCERNED WITH "EXTERNAL QUESTIONS" WHILE ALEXEEV WAS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR "INTERNAL QUESTIONS." WHAT HE MEANT BY THIS WAS NOT CLEAR, 

BUT LATER- HE REFERRED TO ALEXEEV’S FIELD AS " AMINISSTRATION." 

AHsrurz * 

sr 
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E, 0. 12065; GDS 6/25/85 CAM3TUTZ, J. BRUCE) OR-M 
TAGS; PINT, UP, AF, PINR 
SUB Js (C) MEETING WITH SOVIET DIPLOMAT: 

SOVIET -AFGHAN RELATIONS 

REF: KABUL 4888 


PART II OF III - 



1. CC - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY. THE MOST INTERESTING COMMENTS SAFRONCHUK MADE 
DURING OUR MEETING RELATED TO SOVIET-AFGHAN RELATIONS, SPECI- 
FICALLY HIS DENIAL THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD CONSIDER BRINGING 
IN SOVIET TROOPS TO SAVE THE DP. A. SAFRONCHUK QUOTED LENIN AS 
SAYING, "EVERY REVOLUTION MUST DEFEND ITSELF." END SUMMARY. 

3. DURING OUR DISCUSSION OF THE INSURGENCY, I TOLD HIM THAT 
THERE WAS SPECULATION IN THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS THAT HIS GOVT 
WOULD, IF NECESSARY, BRING IN TROOPS TO SUPPORT THE DRA. 
SAFRONCHUK DENIED ANY SUCH INTENTION. HE REFERRED TO 
BREZHNEVS JUNE U SPEECH IN MOSCOW, IN WHICH THE LATTER 
SAID, "WE SHALL NOT ABANDON IN TROUBLE OUR FRIENDS - THE 
AFGHAN PEOPLE," BUT EXPLAINED THAT IN SAYING THAT, "BREZHNEV 
DID NOT MEAN TO IMPLY THIS INCLUDED MILITARY INTERVENTION." 
SAFRONCHUK WENT ON TO REPEAT SEVERAL TIMES THAT LENIN HAD 
SAID, "EVERY REVOLUTION MUST DEFEND ITSELF." 

4. PURSUING HIS THEME, HE SAID THAT WERE THE SOVIETS TO 
BRING IN TROOPS, THIS WOULD HAVE BAD REPERCUSSIONS INTER- 
NATIONALLY. HE EXPLAINED, "IT WOULD HARM SALT AND THE POSITION 
OF THE SOVIET UNION IN THE WORLD,"' HE THEN ADDED, "QUITE 
ASIDE FROM INTERNATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS, IT WOULD BE BAD 
POLICY IN TERMS OF INTERNAL AFGHAN AFFAIRS." I OBSERVED 

THAT SOVIET TROOPS WOULD HAVE A DIFFICULT TIME IN THIS RUGGED, 
MOUNTAINOUS COUNTRY. HE NODDED HIS HEAD VIGOROUSLY. 


1J0 


5. ENLARGING ON SOVIET POLICY, HE SAID, "LIKE YOUR COUNTRY, 
OUR MAIN OBJECTIVE HERE IS TO PROMOTE REGIONAL ST ABILITY" 

(HE MUST HAVE STUDIED SOME OF OUR POLICY STATEMENTS). "WHAT 
WE WISH TO SEE," HE SAID, "IS A PROSPEROUS AND PEACEFUL 
AFGHANISTAN." 

6. WHAT THE COUNTRY NEEDS MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, HE CON- 
TINUED, WAS TO ELIMINATE ILLITERACY. IF EVERYBODY COULD BE 
LITERATE AND ACHIEVE A BASIC EDUCATION, THAT WOULD BE THE 
BEST THING THAT COULD HAPPEN. THEN HE COMPLAINED, "INSTEAD, 
THE AFGHANS KEEP ASKING US FOR MORE AND MORE ARMS - NOT FOR 
MORE HELP IN EDUCATION." 

7. IN RESPONSE, I CONFIRMED THAT IT HAD BEEN LONG-STANDING 
AMERICAN POLICY TOWARDS AFGHANISTAN TO PROMOTE STABILITY IN 
THE REGION. WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE AFGHANISTAN AT PEACE WITH 
ALL ITS NEIGHBORS, NOT ONLY WITH THE SOVIET UNION, BUT ALSO 
WITH IRAN, PAKISTAN AND CHINA. FOR DECADES TOO, WE HAVE HAD 
A HUMANITARIAN INTEREST HERE, INVESTING ROUGHLY $20 MILLION 
PER ANNUM IN THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. 

TO THE EXTENT THE AFGHANS COULD UPLIFE THEMSELVES SOCIALLY AND 
ECONOMICALLY, WE BELIEVED THIS WOULD PROMOTE STABILITY. 
SAFRONCHUK AGREED. 

8. I ALSO TOLD SAFRONCHUK THAT AS A COROLLARY TO OUR POLICY 
OF WORKING FOR REGIONAL STABILITY, WE HOPED THAT AFGHANISTAN 
WOULD NOT BECOME AN AREA OF CONFRONTATION BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES. TO THIS SAFRONCHUK RESPONDED, "I AGREE WITH YOU 
COMPLETELY." GOING ON, I WARNED HIM, THAT WERE THE SOVIETS 
TO BRING IN TROOPS INTO AFGHANISTAN, THIS WOULD VERY MUCH 
COMPLICATE AND HARM SOVIET -AMER ICAN RELATIONS. HE NODDED 
HIS HEAD. 

9. COMMENT ! I CONSIDER SAFRONCHUK* S REMARKS SIGNIFICANT. 

I APPRECIATE THAT ONE COULD ARGUE THAT HIS DENIAL OF ANY 
SOVIET INTENTION TO INTERVENE PHYSICALLY WAS THE ONLY ANSWER 
A SOVIET DIPLOMAT COULD HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED TO GIVE TO MY 
QUESTION, AND FURTHER THAT THE QUOTATION FROM LENIN WAS 
HYPOCRITICAL IN THE LIGHT OF SOVIET ACTIONS IN EASTERN EUROPE. 
YET, REFLECTING ON OUR CONVERSATION, I THINK HE GENUINELY 
BELIEVED WHAT HE WAS TELLING ME, NAMELY THAT SOVIET PHYSICAL 
INTERVENTION WOULD BE MORE HARMFUL THAN HELPFUL FOR SOVIET 
INTERESTS, AND THEREFORE IT WOULD NOT OCCUR. AMSTUTZ 

3T 

#4889 


y'.'-y.w . ‘.‘I? jo? 6i 

CD *- 1 * -• • l* 

I < * . , . 

' i L’jsblx hA -: y : nsieis 
: i'-'Y CCCCC ZZ H 
P E 25S85 0Z JUM 79 

ft-: amzmsassy ka3ul 

TO P LIE HC/ SEC ST ATE WASHDC PRIORITY 445 
IMFC R US3QD/AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 8943 
E UE HM 0/ An EMBASSY MOSCOW 1695 
RUS3AE/AUEM3ASSY NEW DELHI 6988 
RUOMHR/ AMEMS ASSY TEHRAN 02 68 
BT 

CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 4890 

^.0. 12065 s GDS 6/25/85 (AMSTUTZ, J. 

TAGS: SHUM, PINT, UP., AF, PINR 

SURJs CC) MEETING WITH SOVIET DIPLOMAT: PART III OF III - 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: (A) KABUL 4888, (B) KABUL 4889 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY. I P EVE I WED WITH SAFRONCHUK THE DEPLORABLE 
SITUATION RESPECTING ARRESTS AND EXECUTIONS OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS AND URGED HIS EMBASSY'S HELP. END SUMMARY. 

3. HUMAN RIGHTS CAME UP DURING OUR DISCUSSION OF THE INSUR- 
GENCY. WHEN SAFRONCHUK CITED RELIGION AS THE PREDOMINANT 
REASON FOR OPPOSITION SENTIMENT, I TOLD HIM THAT WHILE I 
AGREED IT WAS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR, I THOUGHT 
THERE WAS AT LEAST ONE OTHER MAJOR REASON WHY THE DR A HAD 
LOST MUCH PUBLIC SUPPORT — NAMELY, HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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4. I TOLD HIM THAT IT WAS OUR INFORMATION THAT PU.-E-CHARKHI 
PRISON HAD, AT ANY ONE TIME, BETWEEN 12,000 TO 15,000 INMATES. 
WHEN HE RESPONDED THAT IT WASN'T LARGE ENOUGH TO HOUSE THAT 
MANY PRISONERS, I SAID THAT IS TRUE, BUT THE EXPLANATION VE 
HAD SEEN GIVEN WAS THAT THE PRISONERS TOOK TURNS LYING DOWN 
TO SLEEP. I WENT ON TO SAY THAT NOT ONLY WERE THERE THOUSANDS 
SEING HELD THERE, BUT NIGHTLY MANY WERE BEING EXECUTED. I 
SAID WE HAD REASON TO BELIEVE THAT, AT A MINIMUM, 3,000 POLITICAL 
PRISONERS HAD BEEN KILLED SINCE LAST SEPTEMBER. NOT A WEEK 
PASSED BUT WE DID NOT LEARN OF FURTHER POLITICAL ARRESTS, AND 
I SURMISED THAT FEW HOUSEHOLDS EXISTED IN KABUL THAT DID NOT 
HAVE A RELATIVE OR FRIEND WHO HAD BEEN PURGED FROM HIS JOB, 
IMPRISONED OR EXECUTED. AS A HUMAN BEING, I TOLD HIM I FOUND 
THIS ASPECT OF THE DRA* S RECORD REPUGNANT AND WISHED I COULD 
DO MORE ABOUT IT. 


5. SAFRONCHUK RESPONDED THAT BEING NEW HERE, HE DIDN'T KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT "THESE THINGS," BUT HE DID KNOW THAT THE DRA WAS 
VERY SENSITIVE A30UT "ANY INTERFERENCE INTO ITS INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS." HE IMPLIED THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY COULD DO LITTLE 
IN THIS AREA BUT PROMISED TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER. 


S. COMMENT: I HAVE NO ILLUSIONS THAT MY DEMARCHE WILL 
LEAD TO MUCH GOOD. THE SOVIETS HARDLY HAVE AN EXEMPLARY 
RECORD IN PRACTICING OR ADVOCATING HUMAN RIGHTS. I THINK 
THOUGH IT WAS USEFUL TO APPRISE THE SOVIETS THAT WE KNOW ABOUT 
THE DEPLORABLE CONDITIONS AT PUL-E-CHAPKHI AND ARE CONCERNED 
ABOUT , IT • AMSTUTZ 
BT 
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T subj; (u? 1 afghan-us relations, a gesture that was botched 


1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2 T THINK THE DEPT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN LE A R JjING ° F AN 
INCIDENT WHEREIN THE DRA ATTEMPTED TO MAKE A GESTURE OF 
FRIENDSHIP TO THE US BUT MUCHED IT UP. 

, YFSTFRDAY EVENING AT ABOUT 6:30 PM, MY DOORBELL RANG. WITH 
*1 til ASKEW AND coat OFF, I WENT TO THE DOOR AND TO MY 
ASTONISHMENT FOUtf) THERE CABINET MINISTERS SOOMA (HIGHER 
SiSn^A® mai ciDUCATION). BEHIND THEM WAS A BODY- 
r ilARD WITH A BURP GUN. I EXPRESSED DELIGHT AT SEEING THEM 
A'JD ASKED WHAT I COULD DO FOR THEM. THEY LOOKED AT EACH OTHER 

t A hVk^th^ 

vti.’sjra jwr. s ibu- 

isusars ^<*8^ 

cam THAT cOMEON^ HAD GOOFED. OUR JULY 4 DATE HAD BEEN CUN 
rn^o u?TH -SARATAN 4. S THAT DAY'S DATE ON THE AFGHAN CALENDAR. 
TWv’JsSn TOBE EXCUSED, I ESCORTED THEM TO THEIR CAR, AND WE 
SHOOK HANDS MANY TIMES WITH PR0F ^E E^SSION OF APOLOTIES 
A'!D FRIENDSHIP. THEY SAID THEY HOPED TO SEE ME AGAIN NEXT 

WEEK. 


. POMIXFNT t I REPORT ALL THIS, NOT TO SHOW THE INEPTNESS 

OF ORA STAFF WORK (GOD HELP THE POOR *1°^ W 0 W 5L R ?f P ?u«J BLE 
FOP THIS MISTAKE), BUT FOR TWO OTHER REASONS, OUE IS THAT 

THE ORA PLACES MUCH EMPHASIS AND f ^^ 0 N 4 I °D AVS W ”tHAT 
MTNTCTFRS AMD WHAT MINISTERS* ATTEND NATIONAL DAYS* THAT 

THEY WOULD SEND TWO HIGHER RANKING MINISTERS, INCLUDING A 

POLITBURO MEMBER (SOOMA) TO OUR NATIONAL D AY * AT A TIME WHEN 

CUR RELATIONS WERE STRAINED, CAN 0NL ^ U ^ A Jl u I H no a T utm W NFyT° T ° 
make A PLACATING GESTURE TO US. WHETHER THE DRA WILL NEXT 

£ E " fo^v !5S M N J!S B I^o n ;S , io < s T h ton%or consul- 

i n° the^ controlled 1 press ,^is E moot 

5 TH r OTHER SIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF IT IS WHAT IT TELLS 

US ABOUT DR A * S HANDLING OF AFGHAN-US R £ EA J*° N :>. I^n^rTN 
NOW IN THE SPACE OF ABOUT TWO WEEKS, THE DR A RA L?i?L C iur 
THEIR EY r S> TWO GESTURES OF FRIENDSHIP; (A) PERMITTING THE 
AMER ICA.N-AFGHAN FAMILY OF ERIKA KNISLEY TO ACQUIRE 
AFGHAN PASSPORTS TO GO TO THE US; AND (B ) SENDING YESTERDAY 
TWO CABLET MINISTERS OT OUR "NATIONAL DAY". THEY MAY 
FEEL THAT THE US IS DIM ENOUGH TO BELIEVE THAT THESE 
ESSFNTIALLY UNIMPORTANT GESTURES ARE SIGNIFICANT TO US. 

I SAY THIS BECAUSE BALANCED AGAINST THESE TWO GESTURES 
HAVE BEEN THREE OTHER MUCH MORE SIGNIFICANT AND CONCURRENT 
ONES IN MY EYES. THESE HAVE BEEN: THE DELIBERATE ACTION 
OF SHOVING IN THE DRA PRESS "US WEAPONS" WHICH 
•WERE NOT US -OR I GIU WEAPONS AT ALL, WITH THE CLEAR J”P L * GAT I0N 
THAT THE US WAS SUPPLYING THE INSURGENTS; TJiE VETOING OF 
THE SHOWING DOMESTICALLY OF THE ICA-FINANCED ($50,000) 
iti via'J VALEY FILM, AFTER THIS GOVT SPECIFICALLY AGREED 
TO IT* AND THE VETOING OF SEVERAL RECENT USAID PARTICIPANT 
GRANTS just WHEN THE TRAINEES WERE ABOUT TO LEAVE FOR THE 

US. 

6 |hT TMPR r SSION ONE GETS IS THAT THE GOVT IS FOLLOWING 
A TW0-TP6CK POLICY. WHERE IT COUNTS, SUCH AS PROJECTING 
A CERTAIN IMAGE OF THE US TO ITS PEOPLE OR ALLOWING ITS 
PEOPLE TO VISIT THE US, THE GOVT IS DETERMINED TO DEPICT 
AN UNFAVORABLE IMPRESSION AND PREVENT ITS PEOPLE FROM 
SEEING FOR THEMSELVES WHAT OUT COUNTRY IS LIKE. WHERE IT 
DOESN’T REALLY COUNT, IN TERMS OF INFLUENCING DOMESTIC 
PU3LIC OPINION, SUC AS BY ALLOWING A DUAL NATIONAL FAMILY 
TO LEAVE AFGHANISTAN, OR BY SENDING TWO MINISTERS TO OUR 
NATIONAL DAY PARTY, THE GOVT IS FORTHCOMING. I WONDER 
WHETH ^ 0 THE GOVT REALLY THINKS WE ARE SO OBTUSE AS TO OVERLOOK 
ITS MORE SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS AND PUT GREATER WEITHT ON THEIR 
INS T G F T CANT ONES. 

amstutz 
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SECTION ONE - SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN AFGHANISTAN 


CA) WHILE THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE SOVIETS WERE 
BEHIND THE COUP THAT BROUGHT THE TARAKI REGIME TO POWER 
LAST APRIL 27* THEY WELCOMED THE CHANGE AND MOVED QUICKLY 
TO TURN IT TO THEIR ADVANTAGE. BY EARLY JUNE 1978/ THE 
USSR HAD: 

--INCREASED THE NUMBER OF ITS MILITARY ADVISORS FROM 350 
TO 650; 

--PUCE D SOVIET PERSONNEL IN VIRTUALLY EVERY AFGHAN 
MINISTRY; 

—TAKEN OVER KEY POSITIONS IN THE AFGHAN DEFENSE AND 
SECURITY APPARATUS; AND 

—SIGNED OVER 30 ECONOMIC DEALS NEGOTIATED UNDER THE ' 
DAOUD REGIME. 

(B) SINCE THEN / THE SOVIET PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN 
HAS CONTINUED TO GROW: 

-- A NEW ARMS AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED; 

—ADDITIONAL ECONOMIC AGREEMENTS WERE CONCLUDED/ INCLUD- 
ING A MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR ACCORD/ DURING TARAKI ' S VISIT 
TO MOSCOW LAST DECEMBER; 

--THE NUMBER OF SOVIET MILITARY ADVISORS HAS INCREASED 
TO AT LEAST 1/000; 

--THE NUMBER OF SOVIET ECONOMIC ADVISORS HAS GROWN TO 
OVER 2/000; 

—SOVIET MILITARY ADVISORS HAVE OPERATED WITH AFGHAN 
MILITARY UNITS FIGHTING THE REBEL TRIBESMEN AND PROBABLY 
HAVE SUFFERED CASUALTIES. 

(C) PERHAPS THE MOST DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENT OF 1978/ 
HOWEVER/ WAS THE SIGNING IN DECEMBER OF THE AFGHAN- 
SOVIET FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION TREATY WHICH: 

—UNDERSCORED WHAT BREZHNEV HAS CALLED THE "QUALITATIVELY 
NEW CHARACTER" OF AFGHAN-SOVIET REiATIONS; 


SECRET 

136 


SECRET 


2 


—LEGITIMATIZED THE SOVIET ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN AND 
PROVIDED LEGAL BASIS FOR HELPING THE DRA SURVIVE; 

—GAVE KABUL A MEANS OF BOLSTERING ITS OWN POSITION AND 
DISCOURAGING OPPOSITION AT HOME AND ABROAD — ALBEIT 
UNSUCCESSFULLY SO FAR. 

(D) UNLIKE THE OTHER FRIENDSHIP TREATIES THE USSR 
HAS SIGNED WITH THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES# THE DEFENSE 
CONSULTATION CLAUSE IN THE AFGHAN ACCORD IS OPEN-ENDED 
WHICH: 

— ALLOWS THE SOVIETS TO JUSTIFY THEIR PRESENCE IN 
AFGHANISTAN; BUT 

—DOES NOT NECESSARILY TIE THEM TO KABUL'S DEFENSE. 

<E> THE SOVIETS WERE RATHER SILENT A80UT THE TRIBAL 
UNREST IN AFGHANISTAN UNTIL PRAVDA CARRIED AN AUTHORITA- 
TIVE PIECE BY I. ALEXANDROV ON MARCH 19. ALEXANDROV: 

— ACCUSED PAKISTAN# EGMPT # AND CHINA OF SUPPORT FOR THE 
REBELS; 

—IDENTIFIED THE REBELS AS “REACTIONARY AND CONSERVATIVE 
MUSLIMS." 

<F> SINCE THEN# THE SOVIETS HAVE FURTHER BLAMED THE 
PAKISTANIS# IRANIANS# THE US AND UK# AND SUGGESTED THAT 
THE SAUDIS MIGHT BE INVOLVED. THEY HAVE ALSO: 

—PRAISED THE REVOLUTIONARY ASPECTS OF TARAKI REGIME; 

—CLAIMED THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS PUT DOWN THE UPRISING; 

—EMPHASIZED THAT THE REBELS WERE MAINLY DISCONTENTED 
RICH LANDLORDS OPPOSING THE TARAKI LAND REFORM; 

—STATED THAT THE RE6CGIOUS-MOTIVATED INSURGENCY IS LED 
BY "FALSE MUSLIMS." 

(G) MORE SUBSTANTIVELY# THE SOVIETS HAVE: 

— INCREASED THEIR MILITARY AID TO AFGHANISTAN AND MAY 
HAVE SUPPLIED MORE ARMOR AND AIRCRAFT; 
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— PR0BJ3LY HELPED DIRECT MILITARY OPERATIONS AND PRO- 
VIDED LOGISTICAL IF NOT COMBAT SUPPORT TO AFGHAN MILITARY 
UNITS; AND 

—WARNED OFF OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE BOTH PUBLICLY AND 
PRIVATELY. 

(H) MOST RECENTLY* THE SOVIETS HAVE: 

— SHIFTED THE EMPHASIS OF THEIR PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN 
AWAY FROM PAKISTAN AND IRAN; 

—PLACED GREAT EMPHASIS ON AN ALLEGED U.S. ROLE AND CIA 
MACHINATIONS; 

— NONETHELESS MADE QUITE CLEAR THAT THEY WANT NO 
PAKISTANIS OR IRANIANS MEDDLING IN AFGHAN AFFAIRS. 

<I> IN GENERAL* THIS IS PROBABLY INTENDED TO DIVERT 
ATTENTION FROM EVENTS IN AFGHANISTAN AND THE SOVIET ROLE 
THERE* AND POSSIBLY BUILD A CASE TO JUSTIFY A LARGER 
SOVIET INVOLVEMENT. 
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SECTION TWO - THE CURRENT SOVIET ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN 


QUANTITATIVELY/ THE SOVIET PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN 
HAS NOT INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY DURING RECENT MONTHS/ 

IN SPITE OF THE DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION THROUGH- 
OUT THE COUNTRY. THE NUMBER OF SOVIET MILITARY ADVISORS 
REMAINS SLIGHTLY OVER l/OOO — AND THERE ARE PROBABLY 
STILL ABOUT 2/500 CIVILIAN ADVISORS FROM THE USSR IN 
THE COUNTRY. ALTHOUGH THE SOVIET EMBASSY DENIES IT / 

Ie BELIEVE THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF THEIR DEPENDENTS HAVE 
BEEN EVACUATED TO THE USSR. 

QUALITATIVELY/ THE INELUENCE OF SOVIET A 
APPEARS TO HAVE BECOME MORE PRONOUNCED IN RECENT WEEKS/ 

PARTICULARLY SINCE THE VISIT OF THE "*•«!* 'iHe 

YFPTSHEV, CHIEF OF THE MAIN POLITICAL DIRBECORATE OF THE 

SOVIET ARMED FORCES/ EARLY IN APRIL. ALTHOUGH THE 
REASON FOR YEPISHEV'S VISIT WAS TO UPGRADE THE POLITICAL 
EDUCATION" OF THE AFGHAN FORCES/ HE CAME WITH J LARGE 
STAFF OF SOVIET OFFICIALS WHO ARE BELIEVED T0 
INTO SEVERAL ASPECTS OF MILITARY SUPPORT FOR tHE AFGHAN 
Am AND AIR FORCE. WE ARE ALSO AWARE OF INCREASED SOVIET 
GUIDANCE IN VARIOUS CIVILIAN MINISTRIES. 

THE BEST QUALITTY EQUIPMENT WHICH THE USSR HAS PRO- 
VIDED TO AFGHANISTAN THUS FAR HAS BEEN M *G-21 AND SU-7 
FIGHTER AIRCRAFT/ MI-24 HIND-TYPE HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS AND 
T-62 TANKS. IN SPITE OF FREQUENT RUMORS TO THE CONTRARY/ 
THE AFGHANS HAVE NOT BEEN SUPPLIED WITH MIG-23 AIRCRAFT. 

/WE ARE AWARE OF THE WIDESPREAD RUMORS THAT SOVIET 
PILOTS FLY SOME OF THE OPERATIONAL MISSIONS OF AFGHAN 
AIRCRAFT AGAINST GUERRILLA TARGETS. WE HAVE NO SOLID 
EVIDENCE RULING OUT THIS POSSIBILITY. BEC AUSE SOME 0 
THE NEW EQUIPMENT/ SUCH AS THE MI-24 GUNSHIP/ IS MORE 
SOPHISTICATED THAN THE OLDER AFGHAN ARMAMENT/ SOVIET 
PERSONNEL ARE BELIEVED TO BE E ^*GED IN INTENSIVE TRAIN- 
ING ACTIVITY. THERE ARE SEVERAL REPORTS THAT THE MI 24 S 
HAVE BEEN USED OPERATIONALLY AGAINST THE INSURGENTS. 
BECAUSE THIS IS A SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS SYSTEM/ WE DOUBT 
THERE HAS BEEN SUFFICIENT TIME TO TRAIN AFGHANS TO FLY 
ms! ALONE .THEREFORE* IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT SOVIETS 
S BE HELPING TO FLY THOSE HI-24'S BEING USED OPERA- 
TIONALLY/ AS WELL AS PROVIDING TRAINING TO AFGHAN PILOTS/ 
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BECAUSE THERE ARE SOVIET MILITARY ADVISORS ASSIGNED 
THROUGHOUT THE AFGHAN GROUND FORCES — IN ALL CASES DOWN 
TO THE BATTALION LEVEL/ AND ALSO WITH SEVERAL SMALL 
SPECIALIZED UNITS/ IT WOULD BE UNUSUAL IF SOVIET MILITARY 
PERSONNEL WERE NOT CAUGHT UP IN MILITARY OPERATIONS FROM 
TIME TO TIME. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION IS: CAN WE EXPECT TO 
SEE SOVIET COMBAT TROOPS ENTER AFGHAN CONFLICT? VINCAN 
ONLY OBSERVE THAT THAT POSSIBILITY CANNOT BE EXCLUDED. 
ARTICLE 4 OF THE NEW AFGHAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP TREATY OF 
DECEMBER 5/ 1978/ PROVIDES THAT THE TWO PARTIES ”... SHALL 
CONSULT EACH OTHER/ AND TAKE/ BY AGREEMENT/ APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES TO ENSURE THE SECURITY/ INDEPENDENCE' AND TERRI- 
TORIAL INTEGRITY OF THE TWO COUNTRIES.” THE ARTICLE CON- 
CLUDES: ”IN THE INTERESTS OF STRENGTHENING THE DEFENSE 

CAPACITY OF THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES/ THEY SHOULD 
CONTINUE TO. DEVELOP COOPERATION IN THE MILITARY FIELD ON 
THE BASIS OF APPROPRIATE AGREEMENTISCONCLUDED BETWEEN 
THEM.” 
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IaRCHaHIST 5:V AFGHAN AMBASSADOR TO IRAN IS ANOTHER HIGH-RANKIN^R 
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L WE HAVE LITTLE TO ADO TO THE BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON 
THE YOUTHFUL PR. NAJIB, WHO FORMERLY USED THE NAME SYED 
NAJIBULLAH, CONTAINED IN THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF HI** 

APPOINTMENT AS AFGHAN ENVOY TO TEHRAN (REFTEL) • HE REPORTEDLY 

° NE YEA * ° UT 0F MEDICAL SCHOOL, AND WAS THE DEPUTY 
mijISTER OF INTERIOR FOR A FEW WEEKS FOLLOWING THE APRIL 27 
REVOLUTION.- IN THE SUBSEQUENT JOCKEYING FOR POSITIONS (WHICH 
OBVIOUSLY IS CONTINUING), NAJIB, A MEMBER OF THE FORME* 

PARCHAM WINS OF THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF AFGHANISTAN. 

BECAME A SPECIAL ASSISTANT" TO REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN NOOR MOHAMMAD TARAKI, AN APPOINTMENT THftT WAS 

never Hade public. 

2. NaJIB'S SELECTION FOR TEHRAN IS UNQUESTIONABLY PART OF 
THE 0M30I NG PURGE OF PARCH AMISTS FROM THE UPPER LEVELS OF 
IKE NEW REGIME’S POLITICAL LSADERSHIP. OF THE SIX AFGHAN 
( A*ASSADQRS FOR WHOM AGREMENT HAS DEFINITELY BEEN ASEKEO . NOT 
M IS A KNOWN KHALQIST, WHILE FIVE ARE CONFIRMED PARCHAMISTS. 
gE FUTURE OF DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER BABRAK (LEADER OF THF 
JDJKER PARCHAM) TOPS THE LIST 0* RUMORS IN KABUL, AND THE 
PttORITE VERSION NOW IS THAT HE HAS REFUSED TO ACCEPT A POST 
JBR0BD AND WILL REMAIN IN KABUL COME WHAT KAY. IN THIS 
TIWECTION, WE CONTINUE TO SEE NO SIGNS THAT THIS PARTICULAR 
«SODE HAS RESULTED. IN A NY HEIGHTENED SECURITY MEASURES IN THE 
'PITAL, BUT THE REGIME’S SENSE OF URGENCY IN REQUESTING HOST 
Wry agrement for these ambassadors could indicate that 
Jaw and his colleagues prefer to have their rivals out of 

JMjAlttSTAN PRONTO. AN IRANIAN DIPLOMAT TOLD US THAT THREE DAYS 

WER Najib’ s name was submitted to the Iranian government, 
mb as sad or davoudi was called to the mfa and as-ceD', "why tm« delay?' 
THtaoi apparently accepted the inevidable, and granted 

AMEMENT WITHIN TWO DAYS • 

AMSTUTZ 

BT 

5308 
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E.O. 12 065: GDS 7/5/85 (FLAT IN, 
TAGS: NATO, PEPR, PINT, UR, GI, 
SUBJECT: (C) COMMUNIST DIFLOMAT 
POSSIBILITY OF "NATIONAL FRONT" 


BRUCE A.) OR-M 
AF 

S AT KABUL CONTINUE TO HINT AT 
ALTERNATIVE TO KHALQI REGIME 


1. CC) -- ENTIRE TEXT, 

2, IN REFT tL C, CHARGE Ai.ST M TZ REPROTED THAT SOVIET MTNTGTFR- 
COUNSELOR VASSILI S. SAFRONTCHCUK TOLD HIM ON JUNE 24 THAT 
THE RUSSIANS ViRL SEEKING A "NATIONAL FRONT” SOLUTION AT 

ftA D UL. * 


3. 

£ 


• ^POSSIBLY AT THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE SOVIETS. EAST 

fpomr" '' SCKVEISAU HAS BEEN TALKING 
A^ IT A ..ATIONAL FRONG" APPROACH WITH OTHER DIPLOMATS 

tu- K S 3UL " ' v “ KN0VJ THAT ^ DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH 
Tj-.i PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR ON JUNE 27, AND WITH THE 

A L^ A f SAD0R °‘ J JULY DURING THESE SESSIONS, SCHWIESAU 
GUiSTICNiD THE COMPETENCE OF THE KHALQI itbAU 

LEADERSHIP. AT OUR INDEPENDENCE DAY RECEPTION ON 

JULY 4, SCHWIESAU ASKED IF HE COULD SEE ME ON JULY 8 

OR 9. I EXPECT HIM TO COVER THE SAME GROUND WITH ME. 

4. ''E ARE REPEATING REFTELS 3 AND C TOUSNATO. 

FLATIN 


BT 

#5 14 6 


1 42 




INVV ESA529MJC762 
RUQMHR 

RUSBLK #5147 186G815 
Y CCCCC ZZH 
05 2800Z JUL 79 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 

.RUEHC/ SEC STATE V/ASHDC PRIORITY 45 ^ 
0 R USB QD/AMEMB ASSY I SL 4M43AD ~9 7^ 
3AE/ AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 7^9 
HMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 1718 
JPG/AMEMBASSY BEIJING 0604 
OH HP / AM E M B A S S Y TEHRAN 02 95 
TC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 1 65 S 
FN PS/ A MEM E ASSY. PARIS 3134 
QMR A/ AMEMBASSY JIDDA 032 S 
HQHQA/CINCPAC 
SNAAA/C INCEUR 


V 


CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 5 1A7 

£•<?• 1 2 £®* SDS 7/5 / 35 CFLATIN, 3RUCE A.) OR-M 
TAGS: PE PR , AF, US 

-SUBJ: (LOU) AFGHAN REGIME MAKES DISPLAY OF GOOD WILL ON 

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 

1* (C) AFGHAN GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATION AT OUR JULY 4 P r CEPTION 

WAS HIGH-RANKING, COtIPARED TO THAT SEEN AT THE RECENT NATIONAL 

9UR plcESroN^F^F?™^.^^ 0 ^ 0 EM ^SSIES AT KA3 uL “SUe 
Wl/R RtCEPTION WERE: PROFESSOR MAHMUD SOOMA. MINISTER OF mt ruro 

• ECUAT ION AND MEMBER OF THE POLITBURO OF THE PEOPLE- S DEMO- 

AT IC PARTY OF AFGHANISTAN (PDPA)? DR, A3DUL RASHID JALI1 T 

JSnISTER OF EDUCATION— AND ANOTHER IMPORTANT KHAL C I: AND * 

ENGINEER MOHAMMED ISMAIL DA MESH, MINISTER OF MINES AND INDUC- 

l r r EAR ™ E °' 0TT0 - 0F ™E CABINET TOTEM POLE. - T w 
IfwMPAR I SON* THE HIGHEST RANKING KHALOI TO ATTEND THIS Y^A^'^ 

8 ITISH QUEEN'S PIRTHDAY RECEPTION WA S DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 

,2* YFAP° M unpruro THE KHALGIS ARS KAD AT BBC.) COMPARED TO 
YEAR, HOWEVER, WE HAVE COME DOWN A FEW PE ns. FOP-IGN 

flifNISTEP HAFIZULLAH AMIN ATTENDED OUrJecFPTION THEN. 


A t GOVERNMENT-CONTROlXZD " KABUL TIMES" RAN A 
2!£n? A j? E PHOTOGRAPH of president carter and reported that 
F f TARAKI KAD SENT HIM A QONGRATUALTORY TELEGRAM. THIS 
A USUAL AFGHAN PRACTICE FOR ALL NATIONAL DAYS OF COUNTPI~g~ 
VING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS y IT H KABUL. COUNTRIES 

5'” IF NEWSPAPER CARRIED a FRIENDLY EDITORAL ABOUT 


An - T0 ° OBV ^OUS TO THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD," THE 
lAP i“cLot T ~ D THAT: "THE PEOPLES OF AFGHANISTAN AND AMERICA HAVE 
•DTrJ ST A W n N 'i r I!y!P0RTANT THING IN COMMON, AND THAT IS THEIR 

tfiSF&SSfclSrS! m F1Rsr TIME IN THEIR <^c%eT E 

N0T I N G THAT AFGHANISTAN AND THE U.S. HAVE "HAD, FOR 

i s *NY YtARS NOW, NORMAL RELATIONS," THE "KABUL TIMES" ALSO 
« VALUE OF THEIR CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION, 

T tu- U o S «^ STUDY EXPERIENCES OF "A LARGE NUMBER OF 

PAPER OBSERVED THAT THE XHALOI REGIME IS KEEPING 
ESE B IL AT iRAU RELATIONS "NORMAL." “ 1 h 

CLOU) WE HAVE NOTED A MUTING OF ANT I- U.S. PROPAGANDA 
TU P S ^l.? EMARCHE: TO DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER DOST 
AFGHAN I A^ FLAT I N^ Ar ' 1ERICAN UEAPOr;s " PHOTOGRAPHS IN THF 

But " 
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.) OR-M 


TAss, ss: 

«EOli C flLLEGATSoNfo?%Il : 1^^ F ^^i^f^yA^ A f SOVIET 


REF: STATE n2A?.?, 


I. < 3 > ENTIRE TEXT* 


« a ’ • 


;T HE SOV XET*”mED I A 1 HA V£ °KEREL v'eT-J^orpr fri?? NTS ’ PUZAN0V OBSERVED 
‘■PRESS HAS R 5 TH cavtm*' adaiit •-C-N REPEATIN'^ WHAT MUCH OF THE WORLD’ 
'AFGHANTCTa w*c^tmt"!!i. AB0OT 3LTTSIDE INTERFERENCE IN 

nisi 

I ''EPI'lED THAT it lm* ~ H *■" I G J I JT E,' r lRlN^E IN AFGHAN AF r - Tf ’ r 
rwoor WHICH THEY THOUGHT iSISJf U^WxJ-rSf V? 

OBSWEO TH« D AFGH^llr U «N SUS&Z HAS SEEN'DISPLAYEBr‘'m 4 VOV 

INDICATION^ THIS^HE^ CITFD^TF^ S-f F^n «"« I® «*•' AC 
MN SMlVor^ 10 ” (SEE WBUl“ 5147 >.' FW ? nUp^fJT 

ro ».i>«!”»Sa?»VfS K5?a.;3? ™;“?e'SS: 5 m 
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Z 0 U f' I D Z M T I A L KABUL 5224 

Z,0. 12 ?S5 : RDS-4 7-8-99 (FLAT IN, BRUCE A.) OR-M 
TAGS: PE PR , ?I MD , AF, UN 

SUBJECT: (LCD R? • ASDUL HAKIM TABI3I APPOINTED AS 
COUNSEL OP OF AT SHAN I ST AN* S UN MISSION 


9 June u8 i h 



nr 

CHitod 


MI NIST ZR- 


REF: KABUL 4 9 c 6' 

1. C- ENTIRE TEXT 

2. SUMMARY: ON JULY 3, THE DRA INFORMED THE EMBASSY OF THE 
APPOINTMENT OF DP. ASDUL HAKIM TA3I3I TO ITS PERMANENT 
MISSION TO THE U. M. 'TT XL HE RANK OF MINISTER-COUNSELOR. 

THE APPOINTMENT IS ONE OF THE DPA* S BETTER SELECTIONS, PUT 
V»r UNDERSTAND THAT TABIBI FLANS TO DEFECT ONCE HE CAN GuT 
OUT OF AFGHANISTAN. END CF SUMMARY. 

3. ON JULY 3, THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC CF AFGHANISTAN (DRA) NOTIFIED THE EMBASSY 
OF ITS APPOINTMENT OF DP. A3DUL HAKIM TABIBI TO ITS PERMANENT 
MISSION TO THE U. N. WITH THE RANK OF MIN I ST nR- COUNSEL OR, AND 
REQUESTED THE NECESSARY U. S. VISAS. DR. TA3IVI WAS SCHEDULED 
TO DEPART KABUL CN JULY 4, BUT NO ARRIVAL DATE IN NEW YORK 
WAS GIVEN. ON JULY 3, THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR (FLEASE PROTECT) 

TOLD THE CHARGE D’AFFAIRES THAT HE HAD JUST QUIETLY ISSUED 
FRENCH VISAS TO TABIBI AMD HIS FAMILY. HE THINKS TABIBI, A 
SENIOR AND DISTINGUISHED AFGHAN OFFICIAL, HAS DECIDED THAT 
THE MOMENT HAS COME TO DEFECT. TABIBI ONLY AGREED TO BECOME 
"SECOND BANANA" AT NEW YORK IN ORDER TO GET OUT OF AFGHANISTAN 
AGAIN WITH HIS FAMILY. TABIBI, A SENIOR DIPLOMAT, RESENTED 
BEING NAMED A FLUNKY TO A KHALOI POLITICAL APPOINTEE. HIS MAIN 
MOTIVATION FOR DEFECTION, HOWEVER, IS THAT HE DETESTS THE KHALPI 
REGIME. 
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HM m2e R 5 PHIC DAIA: DR * TASIBI, WHO WAS BORN AT KABUL 
ON JUNE 24, 1924, GRADUATED FPOM THE FACULTY OF LAW AT KARIM 

^riAT RSITY IN AND JOINED THE AFGHAN MINISTRY OF FOR r IG” 

AFFAIRS THAT SAME YEAR. FROM 194S-53 HE SERVED AS AN ATTACH* 

AT THE AFGHAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, D.C. WHILE THER* A 
TAB IB I OBTAINED AN M. A. FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
Cl 952) AND RECEIVED A PH.D. IN LAW FROM AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
VITH HONORS (1954). HE WAS THEN ASSIGNED TO THE AFGHAN PEP- 
^ A Jj *?!!_ T 0 L, * ; FROM 105 6-61, AND SERVED CONSECUTIVELY 

^^^ IR ■^nF CRETARY, COUNSELOR, AND MINISTER-COUNSELOR. IN 
1961, TABIPI WAS APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO YUGOSLAVIA. IN 1965 . 

HE WAS NAMED MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND ATTORNEY GENERAL AND 
REMAINED IN THE AFGHAN CABINET UNTIL HIS RESIGNATION IN 1966. 

™ WAS NA - ED AS AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN. FROM 1970-73 , 

HE SERVED AS THE AFGHAN ENVOY TO INDIA. IN MAY OF 1973 HE WAS 
APPOINTED AS THE AFGHAN PERMANENT REPRESENT AT I V* TO THE UN 

H ~ 5E 5 VED UNTI L THE OCTOBER, 1973 COUP IN WHICH MOHAMMAD 
DAOUD DEPOSED KING ZAHIR. IN 1975 TABI3I WAS ELECTED CHAIR- 
MAN OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION (HE HAS BEEN 
OF T HAT BODY SINCE 19 62), IN MAY OF 1976 TABI3I LOST 
FOR REELECTION T 0 T HE ILC Birr, IN 1977, SUBSEQUENTLY 
TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF ANOTHER MEMBER. TAEIBI 
GOOD ENGLISH AND SOME FRENCH. HE HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY FRIENDLY 
TO U.S. OFFICIALS DURING HIS CAREER. DR. TABIBI HOPES TO 3* 
ACCOMPANIED OUT OF AFGHANISTAN BY HIS WIFE, NAJIBA, HIS TWO 
SONS, ABDULLAH AND NAJI8ULLAH, AND HIS DAUGHTER, DINA. 

5. COMMENT: THE SELECTION. OF THIS A3LE AND EXPERIENCED 

DIPLOMAT TO RACK OF THE DIPLOMATICALLY INEXPERIENCED DR. 

PI SM ILL AH SAHAK (REFTEL) WOULD HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE MORE IN- 
TELLIGENT D I FLOMAT IC APPOINTMENTS YET MADE BY THE KHALQI REGIME* 
UNFORTUNATELY FOR THE BADLY DEPLETED AFGHAN FOREIGN SERVK*, 

HOWEVER, ANOTHER GOOD MAN APPEARS TO HE HEADED OVER THE HILL. 
FLAT IN ' 5 * * * 9 

3T 


A MEMBER 
A BID 
CHOSEN 
SPEAKS 
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JOINT STATE/USICA MESSAGE 

USICA FOR NEA f ECA; STATE FOR NEA/PAB 


TAGS: ‘ 2 PINS, Pm, 7/ AF /85 <M ° RLEY ' GARY G ‘ ’ 0R_ICA 
SUBJ: KABUL UNIVERSITY: TROUBLE ON CAMPUS 


1. CC - ENTIRE TEXT) 

nc*MT ARRESTS OF PROFESSORS AND CONSCRIPTION OF STU- 
DENTS AT KABUL UNIVERSITY ARE RAISING TENSION THERE FPT- 

*°nr N V 0F 4T vl T 0 L J NGE HAVE BEEN Reported on campusI soOiet in- 

^ ^ ^ UNIVERSITY HAS INCREASED. AND SOVIETS ARE BEING 
ir^ IFIED WITH THE DEC *-INING QUALITY OF EDUCATION AS THE 
REGIME EXPANDS THE SIZE OF THE STUDENT BODY RAPIDLY. PARTIC- 
ILARLY V/ITH KHALQI FAITHFUL. END .SUMMARY. 


FES S0 RS SI A C S L M ^ W 4 ^^ fl N0T KEPI »*«• ACCWDlSo TO foMERPO- 
ftbbORS, AS MANY AS 4.000 NEW STUDENTS WFRF ruont i rn at t..S 

KABIL CAMPUS IN MARCH AND APRIL. THAT WoS^D BE A I? 2L™ E 

<?UL ^ ^ ^ED UCAl^I ON^MA HMOUD^ SOOMA , ^IN^A^CON VERSAT ION * AT^HE^ ^ 
"' EWI 0 !, SAID THERE ARE ABOUT 10^00 ItI)DENTS A? 

iSrSSTrf.s.^gp ky^ve 1 - FS iS ™> 

%»•< i»T»»*s;g , s “. I ffi < r “ E;aa s :?s «»”«"»■ 

s,»l ”s“ assffjsw- 

SsSrSSSE 

utputd P pft m EE ^ IT H THE EXPANSION WILL LONG BE WITH US * fTur 
UNIVER SIT y C AND°T HE^POL YT ECHNIC K B A ^ DT U r N n IVERSITYp ^NGARHA H R 

“arffj s»ssi“ ““« “ ShK sr,i nr 

OMPLETED AT MAZAR-I- SHARIF AND KANDAHAR UNDER THE FIVE-YEAR 
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UNIVERSItTms^INDI m U pni " R0S0TS "5 AT KABUL 

ail T KINDLED POLITICAL FRICTION IN A <?TMrtFMT qnnv 

MONT HS U Fnn nw fur ° tS?° LD 0,r PAR CHAMIST SENTIMENT. IN THE 
2° •«,»? FOLLOW INC THE COUP, A NUMBER OF PARCHAM SUPPORTFRR TM 

BOTH THE FACULTY AND STUDENT BODY OSTENSIBLY CHANCFD In f 

S -Krfjca-Sssff^r 

;«*i Sir” Sts'S^FSciSS 5“s.‘i'f,T» tSLJK'SS 15 ”- 

AGAIN in THE MINORITY TO PARCHAMISTsf ’ KHALOIS ARE 


tSMSeg®®^ 

3T 


#5243 
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1 1 JllUS 


r ) 


I i c 


« THE F EC I YE HAS STARTED PIT 31 MG POLITICALLY r: ‘TELI » ' L " 

i T >1^. . ^ A r- ^ ^ _ 


i\: 


CPH. d. , 


CT OR DR. 7. H* ID A. 
n FR A MCE) ; EE. C 

YE I VIE SI 


t 

■ a*? 


ACULTY 07 L C 
CT REEF I, FAC ’IT 
‘Y OF mi AH A); 


d® I M STATE/'JSI C A EES S A 61 
‘L'flCA FOE ME A f ECA; STATE FOR MIA/ PA 

* 

G 

A ' SAN, PL IMG: FOE SEE 
•POLITICAL SC r MCE 

OF LAV AND POLITICAL SCIENCE (PK.D., 

OF. AL I A 0.4 SALKKI, FACULTY CF ECONOMICS; PROF. HAS I’.- ULE AHE A 
A.AH, FACULTY OF LETTERS (E.A., EICHISAN STAX~); PR^F. " • J;; 
p^SHIUI, FACULTY CF LETTERS; ER , A. ZAZA? FALLAL, FfiCILTY 0^ 
iTTTERS CPH.E . , PER N STATE). ONE CASE: A DOCTOR IN THE 
FACULTY OF MEDICINE (AND THE HUS3AMD OF A I.1SICA ZUPLOYEE) UA" 
HAILED FRO’! HIS OFFICE AND TAKEN TO THE MINISTRY OF I NT - 7 . T ?p . 
RON THERE HE. HAS APPARENTLY DISAPPEARED. A FTP- A VEEN OF m - 
FUL WAITING, A DISCREET IM^'IEY EY THE FAMILY DROUGHT THE SIZE 
STPLY, "PE PAT IE NT." AFTER FIV~ VIIKS, THE FAMILY IUPUIFED. 
•MAIN. "UHY ARE YOU ?EIKG SO I UP AT I ENT ?” THEY V ERZ ASKED* 
RELATIVES HAVE SEEN UNA3LE TO LEARN V.'HEPE OR. VHY IKE CQCTOR 
I q BEING DCT AIMED OR EVEN V HET HER HE IS STILL ALIVE. 
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7. STUDENTS ARE BEING ARRESTED AND CONSCRIPTED. \< ~ H^V~ 

told that as ja::y as 2 , 00 ? students have been arrest^ o r 

**VOL UMTZERE r " FOE DUTY IN THE ARMED FORCES. BODE OF THEF7- 
OrtUITS DO INDEED DDL I ST, INDUCED BY THE PROMISE OF PARTY 
MEMBER SHIP. > ANY OTHERS, HOWEVER, ARE SCR At! 3L INS ' T 0 AVOID 
IMPRESSMENT . THEIR APPREHENSION AN" R ^SENT^' ?T coot -p rip. 

T HER TENSION. "" ‘ ~ ‘ “ 

I s 

\'4 SPORADIC, LiT HAL VIOLENCE ON CARPUS EVINCES SOU' 7 OF THAT 
iENSIO:;. ON JUNE 23, THE DAY FIGHTING ERUPTED BRIEFLY IN 
JADI DAT. AND, A BO-13 REPORTEDLY EXPLODED IN THE CAR OF A 
X HAL 01 CM FRONT OF THE FACULTY OF ENGINEERING), KILLING ONE 
ETUD.'. ^ AND INJURING TWO OTHERS SERIOUSLY. AT ABOUT THE SAME 
TIRE, ANOTHER. BOMB WENT OFF ELSEWHERE' ON CAMPUS, APPARENTLY 
MUSING NO INJURIES. FURTHERMORE, SOURCES SAY THAT RECENTLY 
TUC XHAL n I ’’OMEN STUDENTS WERE SLAIN AND MUTILATED IN~ALA~- 
31 AT 77. Y ON CALF US. TWO OTHER UNIVERSITY GIRLS WERE REPORTEDLY 
iUO-.TLY APR.- ST -D, TAKEN TO P'lL -I-CHAP XI PRISON AND PA»>"n 

- THZ G l?L S -UESEC'IENTLY RELEASED AND ARE NOW 

r 0 " , ' I i L I .oD . 


D. COMMENT: THE UNIVERSITY IS IM FERMENT, NOT UPH~AV-V 
THERE APE NO INDICATIONS, AS YET, THAT THE REGIME C - >';CPT *D r *- 
FUSE THE TENSION, CONTAIN IT, OR CRUSH THE NASCENT ^ I cc - mctqm 
-V IT HEP CAN UI DISCAPD THE POS SIBIL ITY TH*T p tor t y v-qc' * 

rPOPADIC VI OLENCE ON CAMPUS COULD DEVELOP IiT 0~A -RIOI's' ’ pp 0- 

7-1 ' V ^ ^ T ^5 •’’M / - ^ f' 1 V *■ * 7* t • 7 u* l, ? Tt 1 a n i r* i i at ah n i » 


tit :.:at icii as it 'pn 


i . 

'DC 


t'E WILL v; 
FLAT IP 
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E.O. 12065: GDS, 7/10/85 (FLAT IN, BRUCE A.) OR-M 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC, MOPS, PINT, AF 

SUBJECT : CURRENT STATUS OF THE INSURGENCY IN AFGHANISTAN 
REF? KABUL 4325 


l. CLOU) INTRODUCT OR Y NOTE: IN THE JUDGMENT OF THIS EMBASSY, 

THE CONTENTS OF THIS REPORT CAN BE USED TO BRIEF MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGRESS, SELECTED MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA, OR REPRESENT AT IVES -OF 
FRIENDLY GOVER NMENT S. ITS OVERALL CLASSIFICATION HAS BEEN 
KEPT AT CONFIDENTIAL, HOWEVER, SHOULD SOME WASHINGTON AGENCY 
PREFER THAT CERTAIN MATERIAL BE WIT HELD AT THIS T I!' r . 

ALL CONCLUSIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS REPORT SHOULD 
REGARDED AS SENSITIVE. END OF INTRODUCTORY NOTc. 


2. (LOU) SUMMARY: AS A HOT , DUSTY SUMMER SETTLES OVER 
AFGHANISTAN, THE KHAL Q I REGIME OF THE DEMOCRATIC FXPU8LID OF 
AFGHANISTAN (DRA) STILL FACES A SLOWLY, PUT STEADILY, 
INCREASING SPREAD OF REPEL ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT MOST OF 

THE COUNTRY* ALT HOUGH THE K HAL CIS HAVE MET THE MORE SERIOUS 
REEEL CHALLENGES EFFECTIVELY WITH DECISIVENESS, SPEED, 
EFFICIENCY, AND RUT HLES3NESS, THE REGIME HAS NOT YET 
SHOWN ITSELF ABLE TO COPE MILITARILY OR POLITICALLY 
WITH THE OVERALL INSURGENCY WHICH CONTINUES TO SPREAD AND 
ERODE GOVERNMENTAL ASSETS. THE VARIOUS REBEL GROUPS STILL 
LACK SUFFICIENT INTERNAL ORGANIZATION, STRATEGIC COORDINATION 
WITH EACH OTHER, CENTRALIZED LEADERSHIP, MEANINGFUL OUTSIDE 
SUPPORT, AND AN IDEOLOGICAL- POLITICAL ALTERNATIVE AROUND 
WICH THEY CAN COALESCE. LIKE THE KHALQIS, THE REBELS ARE 
ALSO SUFFERING HIGH ATTRITION RATES IN MEN AND M ATERIEL. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE INSURGENT AFGHAN TRIBESMEN CAM DRAW 
UPON A LONG TRADITION OF GUERRILLA ACTIVITY AND THEIR SIMPE 
LOGISTIC REQUIREMENTS ENABLE THEM TO LIVE OFF THE LAND — 

AND WHATEVER THEY CAN PLUNDER FROM GOVT V**" NT CONVOYS. 
ALTHOUGHTHE IMMEDIATE FIJTUPE LOOKS GRIM FOR T HR KHALQIS, 

THE TOUGH, WELL -ORGANIZED PARTY CADRE IS KEEPING THE RANKS 
OF LOYALISTS FIRM AND DEID CAT ED — AND THE KEY ELEMENTS 
OF THE ARMED FORCES (E.G., THE ARMORED CORPS, ELITE 
COMMANDO UNITS, AND THE AIR FORCE) CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
THE REGIME. THE SITUATION, ALTHOUGH SERIOUS FROM THE 
VIEWPOINT OF THE LEFTISTS, IS NOT YET RAD ENOUGH TO TRIGGER 
A KHAL n I PLEA FOR THE DIRECT ASSISTANCE OF SOVIET MILITARY 
UNITS. IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO COUNT OUT THE TOUGH AND 
DETERMINED. TARA KI- AMIN LEADLR_SHIP^ XND OF SUMMARY.— - 

3. CLOU) THE MILITARY SITUATION: GUERRILLA ACTIVITY 
CONTINUES TO SPREAD THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE PROVINCES OF 
AFGHANISTAN. AS MAS THE CASE A MONTH AGO (P EFT EL , THE 
KHAL °I REGIME ACTUALLY CONTROLS LESS THAN HALF OF THE 
COUNTRY -- AMD MUCH OF THAT ONLY DURING THE DAYTIME HOURS 
(AS A REPEL CHIEFTAIN WAS RECENTLY REPORTED TO HAVE SAID: 

"T HE AFGHAN INSURGENCY IS LIKE A GOOD LOVE AFFAIR: MOST OF 
THE ACTION IS AT NIGHT.”) GOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE BEEN 
CONCENTRATED ON RETENTION OF MAJOR POPULATION CENTERS, ^OST 
OF THE MAJOR ROADS AND COMflUNI CAT IONS, THE PEST AGRICULTURAL 
DISTRICTS, AND CERTAIN KEY OUTPOSTS WHERE THEIR P°ESTIG“ 

IS INVOLVED, SUCH AS KOMAR'S PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF ASADAPAD 
(ALSO KNOWN AS CHI GHA SERAI) WHERE EMBATTLED KHAL^I TRCCP G 
HAVE FOR MONTHS LOOKED UP AT A PING OF DEFIANTLY WAVING 
GREEN FLAGS OF ISLAM IN THE SURROUNDING HILLS. 

4. CLOU) ALTHOUGH THE KHAL n IS CLAIM TO CO-T-OL THE ROAD 
FROM THE JALALABAD REGION TO ASADAPAD , IT * S A -APE VEHICLE 
THAT CAN MAKE THAT RISKY TRIP "ITHO'*T RECEIVING AT L r A G T 

T 
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TNE BULLET HOLE. A SPECIAL UN PROJECT VEHICLE WAS 
RECENTLY REMOVED FROM ASADABAD, AND ACQUIRED A S^ISS- 
CHEESE APPEARANCE ON THE VAY OUT, PICKING UP OVER ONE 
HUNDRED BULLET AND SHELL HOLES. THIS PARTICULAR ROUTE 
WOULD ILLUSTRATE THE LOVER END OF THE SCALE OF "COVER N- 
MENT CONTROL." MOST MAIN ROADS ARE USUALLY UNDER 
GOVERNMENT CONTROL; HOWEVER; IF THE REBELS SUCCESSFULLY 
INTERDICT A SECTION OF A KEY KIGHVAY, GOVERNMENT FORCES 
WILL ORDINARILY CLEAR THE AREA LIT HIM THREE OR FOUR HOURS. 
A FEW ROUTES, SUCH AS THOSE WHICH PASS OVER THE PEREL- 
INFESTED PAKTIA MOUNTAINS TO THE CHRONICALLY S UR POUND ED 
GOVERNMENT OUTPOST OF KHOST , ARE ONLY RARELY OPEN. 
THEREFORE, THE KHALQIS RELY UPON AERIAL SUPPORT OF T HE I r 
FORCES IN SUCH CASES. — 
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5« CLOU) WHILE THE FIGHTING CONTINUES ON ONLY A LO f L T V t7 L 
IN SOME PROVINCES OF THE COUNTRY AT THIS TIME. IT HAS 
PARTICU.ARLY FIERCE RECENTLY IN EASTERN PROVINCES OF 

konar, nangarhar, paktia, and paktika. khalci 

^AVE LOST AN OCCASIONAL TOWN, WEAPONS, AMMUNITION, 
VEHICLES, SUPPLIES, AND — WHAT MUST BE A PARTICULAR v t’nnpTqp 
PROBLEM TO THE KABUL LEADERSHIP - TROOPS AS WELL. EVERYDAY 
KHALQI SOLDIERS ARE GETTING KILLED IN ACTION, WOUNDED, L nc T * 
C H" 0FF ~ AM), NOT INFREQUENTLY, THEY ARE DEFECTING TO T H 17 
REBEL SIDE. RECENTLY, SOME COMPANY-SIZED UNITS HAVE SLIPPED 
OUT OF KHALQI CONTROL. IN ONE OR TWO CASES, BATTALIONS 
HAVE DISAPPEARED. THIS HAS LEFT THE REGIME SHORT OF 
MEN IN MAJOR COMMANDS ALL OVER AFGHANISTAN. POLITICAL 
.PU?GE3 HAVE GUTTED THE OFFICER CORPS, LEAVING CIVILIAN 
PART Y' CADRE OR YOUNG LOYALIST JUNIOR OFFICERS IN CHARGE 
OF MAJOR MILITARY UNITS — WITH THE VERY CLOSE AND 
ACTIVIE ASSISTANCE OF THEIR SEVERAL SOVIET MILITARY AD- 
VISORS (WHO, AS WAS ALSO THE CUSTOM PEFOPE THE KHALQI 
REVOLUTION, USUALLY WEAR AFGHAN UNIFORMS). 


S. (LOU) THE REGIME APPEARS TO BE SCRAPING THE BOTTOM 
OF THE BARREL FOR FIGHTING MEN: CONVINCING YOUNG UNIVEPSITY 
AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO "VOLUNTEER"; IMPRESSING INTO 
"MILITIA" SERVICE THE ABLE ADULT MALE POPULATIONS OF 
ENTIRE VILLAGES; PICKING UP CASUAL DAY LA30RERS FOUND 
WAITING ON KABUL STREET CORNERS FOR JOBS, AND PUTTING 
THEM ON THE FRONT; OR RECALLING THOSE WHO HAD ALREADY 
COMPLETED THEIR MILITARY OBLIGATIONS. THIS INCREASING 
SCARCITY OF MILITARY MANPOWER MIRRORS THE SHRINKING 
NUMBER OF CIVILIAN OFFICIALS IN KABUL’S MINISTRIES AS THE 
KHAL QI -LEADER SHIP CONTINUES ITS SEEMINGLY ENDLESS POLITICAL 
PURGES. THIS SHORTAGE OF HUMAN RESOURCES GREATLY HAMPER? 
KHALQI OPERATIONS, BUT THE LEADERSHIP .STILL APPEARS TO 
PLACE ITS HIGHEST PRIORITY ON LOYALTY. (HOWEVER, WE 
HAVE RECENTLY HEARD A REPORT, AS YET UNCONFIRMED, THAT 
SEVENTLY PERSONS WERE RELEASED FROM P UL - I-CHAR *1 PR ISOM 
ON JULY 8 . AMONG THOSE FREED WERE REPORTEDLY SEVERAL 
FORMER ARMY OFFICERS, SOME OF WHOM HAD BEEN SUSPECTED 
OF PARCHAMI ST SYMPATHIES.) 
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?LJ?* 0U) NEW SECURITY problems FOR THE KHALQIS: the most 
NOTEVORTH NEW DEVELOPMENT HERE HAS SEEN THE FIRST 

SIGNS THAT THE INSURRECTION MIGHT BE ENTERING 
THE CITY OF KABUL, ITSELF. ON JUNE 23, A NUMBER OF SMALL 
SEEMINGLY UNCOORDINATED — OR POORLY COORDINATED — ' 

EPISODES 3R0KE OUT IN VARIOUS PARTS OF KABUL. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT CONFLICT WAS LAUNCED SY A GROUP OF 
SHI A HAZARAS, WHO SUFFER FROM BEING BOTH AN ETHNIC 
M I NOR IT Y AND A RELIGIOUS MINORITY IN THIS INTOLERANT 
(JJJfJJ J? N t AND SUNNI-DOMINIATED SOCIETY. THE REBELS APPEARS 
UNABLE TO LAUNCH WHATEVER THEY HAD IN MIND , HOWEVER. AMD 
THE RESTORED ORDER SMOOTHLY— BUT BLOODILY. SIN n I that 

DATE, THE LEVEL OF VIOLENCE -IN KABUL SEEMS TO HAVE INCREASED 
9-IGHTLY. SINCE THE 1978 REVOLUTION, ISOLATED GUfJFTp" w*c ~- 
QUENTLY BEEN HEARD HERE, BUT SOME OF THE RECENT 

INCIDENTS HAVE BEEN MORE PROLONGED. ADDITIONALLY. 

THE REBELS ARE BEGINNING TO AMBUSH MILITARY VEHICLES FROM 

p^MMttl?pIrrnK, AL0NG ™ E VITAL ’ KABUL -TO-T OR KHAM HIGHWAY*. * 
COMMUNICATIONS HAVE ALSO BEEN CUT OCCASIONALLY 

ALONG THAT ROUTE. THUS FAR, THE KHALQIS HAVE 

QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY DEALTH WITH THESE NUISANCE RAIDS. 

THE KHALQI LEADERSHIP AT KABUL CONTINUES TO DISPLAY A 
CALM, UNRUFFLED, "IN-CHARGE" FACADE TO THE PUELIC, 

ASIDE FROM THE FEW INCIDENTS DESCRIBED AEOVE, AND 

THE FACT THAT THE CITY IS AN ARMED CAMP, KAEUL RETAINS A 

REMARKABLY QUIET , RELAXED, AND PEACEFUL APPEARANCE. 

THERE IS A DISCERNA3LE TENSION UNDER THE SURVACE, HOWEVER, 

BT 
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S.O. 12065 : CDS, 7/12/05 (FLAT IN, TRUCE A.) OP-U 

S, WHAT HAVE THE REBLES ACCOMPLISHED THUS FAR? 

ALTHOUGH SUBJECTED TO HEAVY ATTRITION AT TIMES -- AND 

FIGHTING WITHOUT MEANINGFUL OUTSIDE SUPPORT, TH^ REBELS HA V^ 

MANAGED TO BLOODY THE K HAL 01 REGIME’S NOSE FPEOUENTLY -- 

AND HAVi RENDERED HOLLOW THE KHAL9I LEADERSHIP’S STILL 

OFT -REPEATED CLAIM THAT THEY ENJOY ” T H^ ENT H n SI *^T IC 

SUPPORT OF 98 PERCENT OF THE AFGHAN POPULATION.”' AL^O 

OF INCREASING ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE IS THE FACT THAT 

INSURRECT IONIST ACTIVITY HAS DISRUPTED AMD STALLED MOST OF 

THE FOREIGN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN THIS COUNTRY— 

THEREBY DEPRIVING THE KK AL PIS OF MUCH^ NEEDED FOREIGN REMITTANCES. 

9. CAN THE KHALPIS HOLD OUT -- OR WIL/L THEY BE FORCED TO 
CALL IN THE RUSSIANS? AS OF EARLY JULY, THE KHALOI 
.REGIME, THOUGH EMBATTLED, STILL SEImS ABLE TO SURVIVE 
WITH ITS OWN MILITARY AND POLICE RESOURCES, GIVEN THE 
CONTINUATION OF GENEROUS MEASURES OF SOVIET MATERIEL AMD 
ADVISORY SUPPORT. THE KHALOI S UNDOUBTEDLY REALIZE THAT TO 
CALL IN COMBAT TROOPS OF WHAT HAS TR AD IT IONALL Y BEEN 
REGARDED HERE AS THE EXPANSIONIST NEIGHBOR TO THE NORTH 
CULD COMPLETELY DISCREDIT THEM IN THE EYES OF MOST AFGHANS 
(INCLUDING MANY OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN WILLING TO GIVE 
THE KHALOIS* MODERNIZING FORCE A CHANCE TO V 0V~ THIS 
COUNTRY FORWARD Ol/T OF THE MIRE OF CENTURIES OF FEUDAL 
9LUDGE) . THEREFORE, THE KHALQIS CLEARLY REGARD THIS COURSE 
-ACTION AS A LAST RESORT. THAT TIME HAS NOT YET ARRIVED. 
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16. CONFIDENT I AL/NOFORN SUMMARY! ACCORDING TO TVO THIRD-COUNTRY 
DIPLOMATS, THE SOVIET UNION ALLEGEDLY HAS THREE 
OBJECTIVES IN AFGHANISTAN. THESE ARE SAFEGUARDING THE 
INVESTMENTS THEY HAVE MADE TO SUPPORT THE REVOLUTION, 

MAINTAINING A SOCIALIST REGIME IN AF, AND EXTENDING THEIR AREA 
OF INFLUENCE. IF IT APPEARS TO THE SOVIET* S THAT THE CURRENT 
( (TARAKI) > REGIME IS NOT GOING TO BE SUCCESSFIL IN AFGHANISTAN. 
THEY HILL NOT HESITATE TO REPLACE THE REGIME WITH ONE THAT 
WOILD BE MORE ACCEPTABLE TO THE BULK OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE, IN 
ORDER TO SAVE FACE AND TO ATTAIN THESE OBJECTIVES. THIS NEW 
REGIME WOULD PROBABLY BE OUTWARDLY MORE NATIONALISTIC AND WOULD 
PROBABLY BE DRAWN FROM THE ARMED FORCES. THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT 
HE S IT AT E TO INTRODUCE THEIR OWN TROOPS INTO AF TO INSURE THE 
SUCCESS OF THE REVOLUTION, A DEVELOPMENT WHICH WOULD, IN SOURCES* 
VIEW, NOT PROMPT A SERIOUS USG REACTION. 
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E.O. 12065 1 RDS-l 7/9/99 (FLAT IN, BRUCE A.) OR/M 
TAGS! PE PR, EA ID, PINT, PORG (NAME), AF, GE, UR, PK 
SUBJECTS (C) PUZZLEMENTOF THE EAST GERMAN AMBASSADOR OVER 
"CONTRADIT IONS" OF THE KHALQI REGIME 

REFt KABUL 5146 (NOTAL) 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. AS ANTICIPATED IN THE REFTEL, DR. HERMANN SCHVIESAU, 

THE AMBASSADOR OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AT KABUL, 

CALLED ON ME JULY 9 TO CHAT ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION 
IN AFGHANISTAN. AS IS HIS USUAL PRACTICE, SCHVIESAU 
ENDEAVORED TO APPEAR FRIENDLY AND FRANK. 


5 3 :. z fc/v* 
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3. SCW IESAU EXPRESSED PUZZLEMENT OVER HOW THE AFGHANS 
SEEM TO MISMANAGE THEIR RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES, 

MISSING OBVIOUS OPPORTUNITIES TO DISPLAY A SMOOTHER DIPLOMATIC 
IMAGE. USING KABUL’S BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP WITH ISLAMABAD AS 
AN EXAMPLE, HE WONDERED WHY AFGHANISTAN HAD APPARENTLY 
CHANGED ITS SIGNALS AT THE LAST MINUTE AND HAD OPPOSED 
PAKISTANI MEMBERSHIP IN THE NONALIGNED MOVEMENT AT THE 
RECEN NAM CONFERENCE AT COLOMBO.* SCHWIESAU RECALLED THAT 
THE AFGHANS HAD APPEARED TO HAVE CLEARLY PROMISED PAKISTAN 
BEFORE THAT CONFERENCE THAT THEY WOULD SUPPORT PAKISTAN’S 
BID FDR MEMBERSHIP IN THE NAM. SCHWTESAU REVEALED THAT 
TW RUSSIANS HAD EVEN URGED THIS COURSE OF ACTION. 

9CWXESAU SAID THAT 1C AND OTHER OBSERVERS WERE SURPRISED 
WHEN THE AFGHANS TOOK A STRON ANT I- PAKISTAN STAND AT 
COLOMBO. ?#3 -8f 5#-5 85 297)$ #-;3 ?33, D3VERER FOR THE 
AFGHANS TO HAVE INSTEAD STATED THAT, "ALTHOUGH AFGHANISTAN 
HAS MANY BILATERAL PROBLEMS WITH PAKISTAN, THOSE CAN BE 
RESOLVED IN OTHER WAYS* THEREFORE, AFGHANISTAN IS NOT 
BLOCKING PAKISTAN’S ENTRY INTO THE NAM." HE FOUND THE AFGHAN 
POSITION ESPECIALLY "STUPID" BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT GET ENOUGH 
VOTES TO BLOCK PAKISTANI MEMBERSHIP ANYWAY. 


4, SCHWIESAU ALSO WAS SURPRISED THAT THE AFGHAN POLICE 
AUTHORITIES WOULD BE SEIZING A PAKISTANI EMBASSY STAFFF 
MEMBER AT THE SAME TIME THE THE AFGHAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS WAS PREPARING FOR DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER DOST'S 
FRIENDLY VISIT TO ISLAMABAD* SCHWIESAU LEFT NO DOUBT 

THAT HE BELIVED THAT THE PAKISTANI HAD BEEN FORCIBLY 
SEIZED BY THE AFGHAN'S SECURITY POLICE, AND HAD NOT 
DEFECTED VOLUNTARILY TO THE AFGHAN SIDE AS THE KHALQIS 
CLAIM. WHILE ON THE TOPIC OF THE DOST VISIT, SCHWIESAU 
WONDERED WHY THE KHALQIS HAD FELT COMPELLED TO REFUTE THE SUBSE- 
QUENT ♦ PAKISTANI STATEMENT THAT AGHA SHAHI WOULD BE PAYING A 
RETURN VISIT ON PRIME MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN. ASIDE FRO’ 

THE PROTOCOL SENSITIVITIES INVOLVED, SCHWIESAU THOUGHT 
AMIN SHOULD BE ABLE TO RECEIVE AGHA SHAHI GRACEFULLY - 
AND TRANSFER HIM OVER TO A LOWER OFFICIAL, SUCH AS EDUCATION 
MINISTER JALILI, FOR SUBSTANTIVE TALKS. 

5. WHEN I ASKED SCHWIESAU WHY HE THOUGHT THE KHALQI REGIME 
SO FREQUENTLY SEEMED TO BE OPERATING AT CROSS PURPOSES 
WITH ITSELF, SCHWIESAU REPL IED THAT IS A MYSTERY TO 

HIM. HE OBSERVED THAT, ALTHOUGH ONE MINISTRY MIGHT PROCEED 
ALONG A DIFFERENT COURSE FROM ANOTHER MINISTRY, THERE HAD 
TO BE SOME OVERALL DIRECTION FROM THE TOP. FOR EXAMPLE, 

SCHWIESAU NOTED THE AFGHAN DELEGATE'S ANTI-PAKISTAN SPEECH 
AT COLOMBO HAD TO HAVE BEEN APPROVED IN ADVANCE BY NO ONE 
LESS THAN PRIME MINISTER AMIN. 

S. TURNING TO THE INSURGENCY SITUATION, SCHWIESAU REGARDED 
t AS SERIOUS. HE RECOMMENDED THAT THE DEPENDENTS OF ONE 
OF HIS OFFICERS REMAIN BEHIND IN BERLIN WHEN THAT OFFICER 
RETURNS TO KABUL FROM HOME LEAVE, BECAUSE HE THOUGHT 
THE SECURITY SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN IS "DANGEROUS." 

SCHWIESAU REVEALED THAT THE CZECHOSLOVAKS ARE SENDING 
SOME TECHNICAL ADVISERS BACK TO THE HERAT REGION, BUT 
WITHOUT THEIR WIVES Af© CHILDREN. 

BT 
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7. SCHWIESAU SAID THAT HE FINDS ESPECIALLY FRUSTRATING 
THE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE MESS IN THIS COUNTRY* 1C HAS 
OFTEN TOLD THE AFGHANS THAT THEY ARE FOOLS NOT TO ENCOURAGE 
THE BROADEST POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION BY ALL NATIONS, EAST 
AND WEST, IN THEIR DEVELOPMENT. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

SCHWIESAU STATED THAT HE WAS TOLD KHALQI POLITICAL EXTREMISTS 
THAT THEY ARE OUT OF STEP WITH THE MODERN SOCIALIST MOVE- 
MENT WHEN THEY ATTEMPT TO SQUEEZE "IMPERIALIST" REPRESENTATION 
OUT OF KABUL. HE SAID THAT HE TOLD THEM HOW IT IS NECESSARY 
FOR ALL NATIONS TO WORK TOGETHER FOR PEACE AND ECONOMIC 
PROGRESS. 


j» 
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WAS^VER? ISS AFGHANISTAN, SCHWIESAU 

WH5 vtrcT BLAKISH. HAVING LONG BEEN VERY SKFPT Tr ai adaut rue 

SCHWIEsil^SiTn^THiT °* T AFGHANISTAN ^ FoS^D? ™ E 

that, at HIS RECOMMENDATION. THE flip u a c 

CREDIT ^O^EST^HF SneirliS W0DEST INITIAL AMOUNT OF AID 
. T0 TEST THE POSSIBLE SUCCESS OF EAST GERMAN PpnroAM 

■c N ctdct^t^ S AR ^ A * SCHWIESAU WAS DISCOURAGED, HOWEVER BY 
J2r£ I £?LI E:CHNICAL CONVERSATIONS WITTH AFGHAN AID OFFlriA! <? 

* iWF* Jrf£iK r fi5' iSEifrtrrfAt* T(f ffOILD A TURNKEY-TYPE * 

INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATION IN AFGHANIST AN, REQUEST ING THAT 
| A ST GERMANY UNDERTAKE THE COMPLETE PROJECT^ SCHIESAU* 

Hnu^nTc? AEGHANS TO AW0RLD MAP, POINTED OUT 
•Tm! ?J? ANT EASr GERMA NY WAS FROM AFGHANISTAN, AND ASKED 
cvS AFGHANS WHETHER THEY WERE SERIOUSLY PROPOSING THAT HE 

EAST GERMAN BRICKS TRANSPORTED ACROSS # 
WX-AI® AND THE SOVIET UNION FOR SUCH A PROJECT HE TON- 

CLUDED THAT HE HAS THUS FAR GOTTEN NOWHERE IN GETTING THE 
AFGHANS TO BE PRACTICAL ABOUT SUCH PROPOSITIONS; 


S VIEWS EXPRESSED BY SCHWIESAU ON JULY 9 

ua ^SISTENT WITH THE GENERALLY CRITICAL ATTITUDE HE 

tthhc uTTu^Tur^^ R ^ * ® KHALQI REGIME IN PROVATE CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH OTHER DIPLOMATS SINCE HIS ARRIVAL HERE ELEl/FN 

AGG * schwi ESAU DID NOT MENTION THE SUBJECT OF RECENT 
SOVIET -SPONSORED "NEGOTIATIONS** TO FORM A "NATIONAL FRONT" 
REPLACEMENT FOR THE KHALQI REGIME CREFTEL). 
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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 9560 

CINCPACl ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 120651 GDS 6-15-85 (TAYLOR, JAMES E.) OR-P 

TAGS: PEPR, PINS, PINT, AF „ 

SUBJECT 3 (LOU) AFGHAN UNDERGROUND PROPAGANDA CALLS FOR THE OUSTER 

OF PRIME MINISTER AMIN 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMARY* A RECENT SPATE OF " UNDERGROUND** LETTERS CALLING 
FOR THE OUSTER OF PRIME MINISTER AMIN AND HIS COLLEAGUES 
(BUT NOT PRESIDENT TARAKI) , AND THE FORMATION OF A UNITED 
FRONT OF ALL "TRUE REVOLUTIONARIES," COULD BE PART OF A 
RUMORED EFFORT TO MODIFY THE COMPOSITION OF THIS REGIME S 
LEADERSHIP IN ORDER TO DEFUSE THE GROWING DOMESTIC INSURGENCY. 

THE LETTERS* THEMES, HOWEVER, ARE THOSE OF THE RIVAL PARCHAM 
WING OF THE PARTY, AND THEREBY, WITH THEIR EXTREME LEFTIST 
AND INHERENT ANTI-WESTERN BASES, OFFER LITTLE COMFORT TO 
THOSE WHO MIGHT HOPE FOR A GENUINE MODIFICATION OF THE KHALQI 
GOVERNMENT * S POLICIES. END OF SUMMARY* 








L \ 
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ntm RIQKr * L ETTERS" (SHABNAHMAS") started cir- 

THR0UQH °W KABUL SEVERAL DAYS AGO. DISTRIBUTION 
u»wr^opfii SWIREPT IT I OUS, BUT STILL FAIRLY OPEN C I* E. , COPIES 

LYING 0M THE SHEETS, AND ONE FLUTTERED OVER 
S WALL IN BR0AD DAYLIGHT) THEREBY SUGGESTING THAT 
SOME SEGMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT ARE TURNING THE OTHER WAY. 
THE SUBSTANTIVE THRUST OF THESE LETTERS IS 
SIMILAR, AND INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING HIGHLIGHTS: 

-- PRIME MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN, AND HIS -FASCIST BAND 
OF GANGSTERS,- REPRESENTS THE PRINCIPAL TARGET, WHILE NO 
CRITICIS1 OF PRESIDENT TARAKI HAS YET BEEN SEEN. 

-- OTHER TARGETS ARE: "UNITED STATES IMPERIALISM" (WHOSE 

HAND * BY CLEAR IMPLICATION IS BEHIND ALL EVENTS IN 
THE REGION); THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD (" IKHWAN- I-MUSL IMIN" > ; 

MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN; THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT: 
AND "REACTIONARY FORCES." 9 


— GOALS OF "TRUE REVOLUTIONARIES" SHOULD BE tH OSEPRO- 
CLAIMED BY MIR AKBAR KHAIBAR (THE FORMER PARCHAMIST INTEL- 

rw?U^ A i L c.^?£ E ” URDER 0N APRI L 17, 1978, .SET OFF THE CHAIN OF 
EVENTS LEADING TO THE KHALQI REVOLUTION), AND THE "WORKERS* 

IDEOLOGY," WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHER 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, SHOULD SERVE AS A GUIDING LIGHT. 

T; ™ E ? eg ™ e of THE " CHIEF 0F the professional CRIMINALS" 
(AM!N) IS TYPIFIED BY INDISCRIMINATE ARREST AND TORTURE OF 
FEMALES, THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE INTERESTS OF " U. S. IMPERIAL- 
ISM," "ANIMAL TORTURES" OF "TRUE REVOLUTIONARIES," AND THE 
PILLAGING OF INNOCENT PEOPLES* HOMES, ALL OF WHICH WERE 
FEATURES OF ADOLPH HITLER * S RULE, 


— PROGRESS OF THE REVOLUTION , AND DEFENSE OF THE TERRI- 
TORIAL INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE HOMELAND, IS IM- 
POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE "IMMEDIATE ELIMINATION" OF AMIN AND HIS 
ASSOCIATES. 


— "DEATH TO AMIN AM) HIS FASCIST PARTISANS, TO THE CIA, 

TO IKHWANIS, TO MAOISTS," AM) "FORWARD WITH ALLIANCE 
AND UNITY OF THE DEMOCRATIC AND NATIONALIST FORCES." 

4 COMMENT I THE TRACT CLEARLY REFLECTS A PARCHAMIST AUTHOR- 
SHIP, AS MOST OF THE VITRIOL IS DIRECTED AT THE KHALQI 
LEADERSHIP, ALBEIT MINUS TARAKI. THIS PARTICULAR FEATURE 
COULD BE PART OF THE RUMORED EFFORT UNDERWAY TO REMOVE SOME 
MEMBERS OF THE CURRENT LEADERSHIP IN ORDER TO DEFUSE THE 
DOMESTIC INSURGENCY, SINCE A GENERAL PARCHAMIST BROADSIDE 
AT THE KHALQIS WOULD PRESUMABLY HAVE RESERVED SOME BRICKBATS 
FOR TARAKI. IN THIS CONNECTION, THE APPEAL TO FOLLOW THE 
PREACHINGS OF KHAIBAR — WHO BEFORE HIS DEATH WAS REPORTED- 
LY A PROPONENT OF THE 1977 KHAL Q/ PARCHAM WEDDING — 

AND THE ASSERTION THAT THERE REMAI "TRUE REVOLUT IONARIES" 
WITHIN THE KHALQ PARTY, COULD REPRESENT AN APPEAL TO ALL 
LEFTISTS (PARCHAMI ST S AND DISENCHANTED KHALQIS) TO FORM A 
"UNITED FRONT" FOR THE OUSTER OF AMIN AND HIS COLLEAGUES. 

WE HASTEN TO ADD, HOWEVER, THAT THE MYRAID ANTI-WESTERN DIA- 
TRIBES UNDERSCOR THE CONCLUSION THAT A LEFTIST AFGHAN RE- 
GIME’S BASIC POLICIES, EVEN WITHOUT AMIN, WOULD PROBABLY NOT 
MODIFY TO ANY GREAT EXTENT. 

5. FINALLY, THE MERE APPEARANCE OF THESE LETTERS IN SUCH 
VOLUME (VIRTUALLY EVERY DIPLOMATIV MISSION HAS GAINED POS- 
SESSION OF ONE OR MORE COPIES) AND THE MANNER OF THEIR DIS- 
TRIBUTION SUGGEST THAT, FOR SOME REASON, THE POLICE AND 
SECURITY AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO SQUELCH 

THE SPREAD OF PROPAGANDA CALLING FOR THE REMOVAL (OR 
W0R3) OF THE COUNTRY’S "STRONG-MAN." HOW LONG THIS SITUATION 
WILL PERSIST REMAINS TO BE SEEN, BUT AMIN, IN OUR JUDGMENT, 
IS NOT THE KIND OF POLITICIAN TO MEEKLY FOLD HIS TENT AND 
PERMIT OTHERS TO TAKE OVER "HIS" REVOLUTION. 

6. OTHER ANTI-AMIN PROPAGANDA HEARD HERE RECENTLY PORTRAYS 
THE PRIME MINISTER AS A SECRET CIA AGENT WHOSE MISSION HAS 
BEEN TO DESTROY THE CREDIBILITY OF THE USSR IN AFGHANISTAN. 
AMSTUTZ 

BT 
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CONFIDENT I A L SECTION 1 OF 3 KABUL 5433 

CINCPAC: ALSO FOR POLAD 
CINCEURs ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 12065: GDS 7-17-85 (TAYLOR , JAMES E.) OR-P 
TAGS: PEPR, PINS, PINT, AF, UR 
SUBJECT: (LOU) SOVIET EFFORT TO URGE DRA TO FIND A POLITICAL 
RE e OLUT ION OF DOMESTIC CONFLICT MAY BE UNDERWAY 

REF: (A) KABUL 5092; (B) KABUL 5088; (C> KABUL 5146; 

(D> KABUL 5288; (E) KABUL 5360; (F) KABUL 4695 (ALL NOTAL) 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT,) 

2. SUMMARY: A NUMBER OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN 
SUGGEST THAT A SOVIET CAMPAIGN MAY BE UNDERWAY IN KABUL, 

AIMED AT "HELPING" THE EMBATTLED DRA LEADERSHIP FIND A POLI- 
TICAL, RATHER THAN STRICTLY MILITARY, MEANS TO COUNTER THE 
GROWTH OF DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN OPPOSITION. STEPS TAKEN SO* 

FAR, WHILE PERHAPS BUYING THE REGIME AND MOSCOW 

SOME BREATHING SPACE, ARE PROBABLY INSUFFICIENT IN THEMSELVES 
TO GUARANTEE THE FUTURE OF THE REVOLUTION, AND CONSIDERABLY 
MORE SOB ST ANT IVE CHANGES WILL PROBABLY BE NECESSARY. OPTIONS 
ALONG THESE LINES ARE FEW, HOWEVER, AND THE "VOLUNTARY" DE- 
PARTURE OF ONE OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE TOP DRA LEADERSHIP 
MAY BE MANDATORY IF MOSCOW WANTS TO AVOID FACING A DRA SOS 
FOR DIRECT MILITARY INTERVENTION IN ORDER TO HELP THE 
KHALQIS STAY AFLOAT. WE ARE NOT CERTAIN THAT SOVIET "ADVICE- 
WILL BE HEEDED BY THE AFGHAN LEADERSHIP, AND MUCH MAY* 

DEPEND ON THE PERSONAL DIPLOMACY OF 
VASILY SAFRONCHUK, THE RECENTLY ARRIVED 

"TROUBLESHOOTER" AND SENIOR DIPLOMAT WHO COULD WELL HAVE BEEN 
CHARED WITH SOME RESPONSIBILITY FOR FINDING A VIABLE EXIT 
FROM THE CURRENT MAZE. PITFALLS AND UNKNOWNS REMAIN NUM- 
EROUS, BUT CONTINUED SOVIET ASSURANCES TO THE 'AFGHAN "PEO- 
PLE," AM) RECENT INDICATIONS OF INCREASED SOVIET INVOLVE- 
MENT IN THE MILITARY FIELD HERE, SUGGEST THAT A SOVIET 
"GUARANTEE" OF THE REVOLUTION MAY BE THE INDUCEMENT OFFERED THE 
KHALQIS IN RETURN FOR THE SACRIFICES WHICH MAY BE NECESSARY 
TO REVERSE THE TIDE OF CURRENT EVENTS. END OF SUMMARY. 
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MA Y^BE^UN^FRWAY J^OVER *T HE^PAST^FEW^WEEKS^THERE^HAVE^BEEN^^ 

MENT B mOBABLY V AT 0 MU^? SU ® GEST TH * T THE AFGHAN GOVERN 

THfe^A B rsT Y R? T CT L S ? V ^ L T IT ^r^E JK R SSSS ITS°DOMESTIC 
I« E REGtME HAS BOLDLY, ALBEIT PERHAPS DIS?S- 

rnilw^firnS ?d^ AR P i TS LAND REF0RM PROGRAM "SUCCESSFULLY 
COMPLETED (REF A) , THEREBY AT LEAST AVOIDING THE CRFaTTON 

rL£^ THER upposit ION ALONG THE LINES THAT PARTICULAR RE- 
T F ?J-rMT E: 2 SlFE APPARENTLY Has PROMPTED SINCE ITS INCEPTION 
LIKEWISE, ACCORDING TO RECENT HINTS BY PRIME MTNTSTFB amtn 

IN E THTC , F5fTprMri A v Y Jr AMPAIGN > WHICH HAS PROVOKED HOSTILITY * 
1*1* EXTREMELY CONSERVATIVE SOCIETY BECAUSE MOST AFGHANS 

LEVELS W o| H 4vPn S ^I H T E i R FEMALES EDUCATED EVEN tS^UDMeStSr Y 
A C *SHrrF?c " P n o ^ T0 MALE TEACHERS, may SOON BE DECLARED 
A soccers, a dra announcement on July ii promim gattnp 

represented, inter alia, ahother attempt to SSllity X?^ppo 

POLICIE? E THUS G THE M rnui?PN2Fj HI D REGIME ’ S PUTURE ECONOMIC 
TANCE ttsfi f to™”* S°mP,? MENT APPARENTLY HAS BEGUN TO DIS- 

from a number of its more ambitious and gr a? ? « p 
REFORMS, NOT NECESSARILY BECAUSE THEY WERE ILL -CoScEiSeb 

TNTTTJ l Tm SSAR Y Am BUT FERH APS BECAUSE THEY WERE OVERZEALOUSL Y 
INITIATED -- AND AROUSED SERIOUS RESISTANCE. 

!»"S5SL°fw , S? , if , fS£,“a» « E 

WENT S WOULD ALSO POINT 

1 EREF N B r F ?nLr2T| S IS BL I SH S0ME S0R 0R "NATIONAL FRONT" 
fu" F e ?? f : r £°!^ ENTS BY USUALLY WELL-INFORMED EASTERN EUROPEAN 

PARTICULAR ?ik PL S ?s A L S FF HER p? ^‘CERTAIN CR EDENCE TO^THIS ^ 

o®i?h ii5x?ss T 5P A 5usiJP s 

KpSi is 

^ * T ^ T R E FOREIGN POLICY FRONT AS WELL SOME SIGNS waiif rffm 

back ^e T ct H ?Jel S ^ GG fr E ^ SoSSMS^tSI^y^Sl? visit A to is 

TANT D EV EL OFME R YSg ' f HE^E "l I NES “^IpECIALL y'sI NCE ?2fIr 1MP0R 
BEEN RECENTLY A SLIGHT MODERATION I*n“!hiS GOVERNMENT'! ANTI- AS 
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rJZ2??»: A . LS0 F ® P0LAD 

C I N CE LI? t ALSO FOR POL AD 

E.o. 12065 , GDS 7-I7-S5 (TAYLOR, JAMES E.) OR-P 

a'feJ 1 MI NOR °OL ?v A E m -T A W IK Um ” AVE 8EEN T0SED 

attendance at our jlly 4 REMwTnN RE ^ A l HIGH -t-EVEL 

AT AFGHAN INIT IAT IVE BETuFFN^pI?! '.5n FIRST ' EVER MEETING , 
LECTURES — which roi* ni^S.iS 1 ^*! 0 A VISITING USICA 

TERESTED IN L IFTING^OUR lnir»« T o5. T I HE DRA MAY B E »- 
IT HAS REACHED IN RECENT B MONTHS? L RFLATI0NSH1P ™OM THE NADIR 
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THF?r G n^f, V nLI2Tl ET ? IPL0MAT COULD BE THE RASPUTIN BEHIND 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS* ALL OF THESE SIGNS HAVE EMERGED SINPF 

I H L£ ARLY JUNE IN KABUL OF SOVIET DIPLOMAT VASILY 

SAFRONCHUK f FORMER AMBASSADOR TO GHANA, FORMER DEPUTY PER - 
MANENT REPRESENTATIVE at THE UNITED NATIONS, and A care® 

WITH apprently solid political connections, who 

IS OBVIOUSLY OVER-QUALIFIED TO SERVE AS THE THIRD -R ANKI NG 
MAN IN THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN KABUL (HIS PROTOCOL RANK WHICH 
NO ONE HERE BELIEVES). FRICR TO HIS ARRIVAL, STORIES CIR- 

cnoT*^.* 1 ® IN M0SC0W THftT SAFRONCHUK WOULD SERVE 
SORT OF ADVISOR" TO THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF THE 

A f£HAN GOVERNMENT, STORIES WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN BORNE 

^^^B^QUENT EVENTS. GIVEN SAFRONCHUK’ S EXPERIENCE, 

CT Ir u E n T0 CONCLlCE THAT HE MAY HAVE COME TO AFGHANI - 

STAN WITH ORDERS TO TRY AND FIND A POLITICAL, RATHER THAN PURELY 
^SOLUTION OF THIS COUNTRY’S DOMESTIC STRIFE 

IMPORTANTLY IN ORDER TO PRECLUDE A DRA APPEAL 
DIRECT SOVIET MILITARY HELP IN STAYING AFLOAT. IN THIS 
MOST OBSffiVERS BELIEVE THAT SAFRONCHUK HAS NO 

THE S0VIET »bassy.Vthowh sow " of 

I?, E t^ 1 ? KISES ABOuT SAFRONCHUK* S MISSION ARE SPECULATION WE 
BELIEVE THAT THE SUDDENNESS OF, AND THE PECULIAR CIRCIIM* 

STANCES SURROUNDING, HIS APPOINTMENT, HIS StStuS SINCE HIS 
ARRIVAL, AND THE POLICY DEVELOPMENTS NOTED ABOVE CLEARI Y 
INDICATE THAT MOSCOW IS URGING, IF NOT PRESSURING DRA 

TO take STEPS TO REVERSE THE TIDE OF EVENTs! A TO TO mE^ 

SERVE THE INTEGRITY OF THE REVOLUTION. ™ E 


ON THE DRA TO^lSJV POUT ICAL^OLUT ION? ^ThP f° V 1ET PRESS U RE 
APPRENT INABILITY -- OR UNwni iNrH^i 0 * J? E ae 8HAN REGIME’S 

OWN, STEPS WHICH WOULDSTAB^IZF G TWF S nrTiJ?Jf NDE:RTAKE * 0N ITS 
AND POLITICAL SITUATION IN B ?HF Z rnn2Tp?iJH I0RATING SECURITY 
GOVERNMENT'S BASE OFSUPPORT^um^n^nl 0 !’ 0R BR0ADE » THE 
GREATEST IMPETUS FOR A NY P SOVIET 0 DFrT ^nS A fk Y CONSTITUTE THE 
PRESSURE THE AFGHAN LEADFR5Hrp T Tn E Sif I0 L T0 URGE » CAJOLE, OR 
TO ITS PROBLEMS. LI KEWISE^ ^MOSCOW f EEK ,, P0 , LITICAL SOLUTIONS 
DEFLECT THE DRA’ S WILLINGNESS S Tn W Bnn Y n W ?pL HAVE WA »TED TO 
NEIGHBORS (ESPECIALLY PAKISTAN) ° a U «?J EN ! I0NS WITH 1IS 
LED TO NUN AFGHAN APPEAL FOR SOVT FT 12 C0ULD HAVE 
"AGGRESSION" (REF F) . MOREOVffi ^ tJf run , I0 ,F° UBTER F °REIGN 

relations, and the drastic RmMP??L c ^ L k m IN afghan-u. s. 

ffltOGRAM (ESPECIALLY SINCE THE^j^v ^3 ASSISTANCE 

FERENCE COMMITTEE TO CUT AID) corn n' 5 Ai V pI E Lj BY A SENATE-HOUSE C0N> 
THE KREMLIN AS COUNTER TO SOVIET LARrFp S ? UTralr.f EEN VIEwED BY 
OR ITS SIFROGATES WILL PROBAR1 vh awf^t a | NT P e STS, SINCE MOSCOW 

.^ack if other free-worl^ dSnors depart L ake t up ihe assistance 

AND BECAUSE AND ruiriy ror atitd kPART FROM THE AID FIELD HPRir 

;«!g a! E ;,v?K, ssw s ! W{S "" «""• ’ 
»ju s «;,?« ,fe"sTs^‘ 

WAY WELL HAVE BEEN THE BOTTOM DEc ISION TO INTERVENE 

PATCHING SAFRONcSuk T 0 H N H°S™& 0 "5 TO KABUL ? TI0N *" DIS - 

CESSIONS" T THAN HAVE L SUR I FACED L HFRFTnfA LY RE0U1RE MORE "CON- 
ING OF WHAT MAKES T H ! UR I NS^ E ^ ET F?r2? E8 „? ASED 0N 0GR RE AD- 
DRA LEADERSHIP WILL HAVE Tn cu c-ate-.i^^ ’ ^ e S e LIEVE THAT THE 
MORE BEFORE THE Tinr ?.» 12 SWEATEN THE POT CONSIDERABLY 

VARIOUS REFORM PROGRAMS^ ID IffiFFD ™J HE C ° UNTR YSIDE^THE 
TO THE GR0WT.H OF D OMEST Ic HOST n v C $2 TR IBUIE A GREAT DEAL 
NEVERTHELESS, THE OVERu wf! mt mI *1:11 Y TOWARD THIS REGIME BlfT 
FEASANTS WHO have TAKEN HP Lmc 2 T J VATI0N F0R MOST AFGHAN ’ 

THAT THE XHALQIS ARF at wf t ^S BEEN THEIR PERCEPTION 

TO D ISPEL THESE^DEEPL Y-HELD^rfi ?2™ UNISTS ’ AND SOVIET ^PPETS 
GREAT SKILL AND Srm?r lur ?«,£ 5 ELIEES WILL CLEARLY REGhtpf ^ ETS * 

J&ffis! £;i1 jg fflarar atnfsW^j 
f£ Ii'L f 2sr 0 ^^S| I s«Js|^Esr| r I fcE/£.?*gj^s „ 

REVOLUTION. SH0R ° F THREa TENING THE INTEGR ITY^OF THE 
«A33 
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CINCPAC: ALSO FOR POEAD 
CINCEUR: ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 12065: GDS 7-17-85 (TAYLOR, JAMES 5.) OR-P 

10. THE MOST PROBABLE, AND PERHAPS THE MOST FCESSARY, WOULD 
BE A CHANGE IN THE DR'S TOP LEADERSHIP, ECNOMPASSING THE 
DEPARTURE OF AMIN OR TARAKI — OR BOTH. 3ASED 
DICATIONS (THE RECENT SPATE OF UNDERGROUND TRACTS, MOS* 0* t 
WHICH HAVE BITTERLY ATTACKED AMIN), AND ON A GENERAL FEEL 
AMONG VIRTUALLY ALL OUR AFGHAN CONTACTS, TARAKI IS INCREAS- 
INGLY VIEWED AS A FIGUREHEAD WHO SHOULD NOT BE TAK.aN SERIOUSLY. 
THE REAL VILLAIN IS AMIN, WHO IS CONSIDERED RESPONSIBLE iOR, 
iStER ALIA. THE DRA'SOPPROESSIVE POLICIES OF ARREST, TORTURE, 

AND EXECUTION, AS WELL AS THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND THE sxRAT- 
ING DOMESTIC REFORM PROGRAMS, AND AFGHANISTAN S ARDENT EM- 
BRACE OF THE USSR. THEREFORE, ANY SINCERE ATTEMPT TO RECON- 
CILE TEE FORCES LOOSE IN AFGHANISTAN THROUGH A LEADERSHIP 

CHANGE WOULD PROBABLY HAVE TO INCLUDE THE DEPARTURE, vvnn 

BETTER YET — THE DEATH OF AMIN (IN THIS LAND OF TEE BLOOD FEUD, 
SOME^KHALQI LEADER HAS TO PAY THE TRADITIONAL PRICE FOR THOUSANDS 
OF DEATHS). WE COULD FORESEE A SCENARIO IN WHICH TARAK J 
MAIN AS THE POLITICALLY IMPOTENT GREAT LEADER. ti I ^ TE JS JJGARD , 
THE (CONSTANTLY BUILDING TARAKI PERSONALITY CULT (SYMBOLIZED 
MOSf RECENTLY BY THE LAVISE CELEBRATIONS SURROUNDING HIS 62NB 
BIRTHDAY ON JULY 14) SUGGESTS THAT TARAKI S DEPARTURE WOULD BE A 
WREli HING ONE FOR THE REVOLUTION, AND WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN ONLY As 
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A DFSPFRATE LAST RESORT. INCIDENTALLY, TARAEI IS STILL RESPECTED 

m^f M D NTS IN N0N -«ALQI SEGMENTS OF AFGHAN SOCIETY, PARTICULARLY 
IN T HE RANKS OF THE EDUCATED. 

11. iHE SALIENT QUESTION, OF COURSE, IS WHETHER THE SOVIETS 
CARRY SUFFICIENT WEIGHT THAT THEIR SOVIETS 

C00I,I> CONVINCE TARAKI AND/OR AMIN TO SACRIFICE HIM- 

OF TEE REVOLUTION. EVERYTHING WOULD DEPEND 

vj^°Xx>va^u K ^ lCl VkS C0UCHEI) ‘ PROBABGY THE MOST VIA- 
PLi APPROACH ALONG THESE LINES WOULD BE THE THESIS THAT TH • 

AFFAIRS FOR THIS GOVERNMENT HAS REACHED THE * POINT*" 

J:_ A T SHEER EXISTENCE^OF THE REVOLUTION MANDATES TH 1 

THF N DPi B Tv^pLI?o UK,TARY " RETIREMEN T CERTAIN MEMBERS OF 
THE DRA LEADERSHIP. AT THE SAME TIME, MOSCOW WOULD THFRF— 

ap T ?IL &uaraNtee ” THE FUTURE OF TEE REVOLUTION T°ROUGH P T EDGES 
OF INCREASED MILITARY AND ECONOMIC SUPPORT. RECENT STATE- 

S0VIET ELITE PROMISING SUPPORT FOR THE AFGHAN 
THE ARRIVAL IN AFGHANISTAN OF DOZENS OF SOVIET 
HELICOPTER PILOTS, INDICATES THAT MOSCOW IS PROBABLY R'- 
ASSURING THE DRA LEADERSHIP OF CONTINUED SOVIET BACKING 
DESPITE THE SIMULTANEOUS CAMPAIGN TO FIND A POLITICAL SOLUTION. 

12. SOVIET MISCALCULATION OR FEAVY-FANDEDNESS , OR A TARAKI - 
AMIN DECISION THAT THEY TRULY HAVE NO OPTION, BUT To FOR" E 
AHEAD ALONG CURRENT PATHS, COULD VERY POSSIBLY SCOTCH ANY 
SEARCH FOR A NON-MILITARY APPROACE TO THE INSURGENCY WE 

S0VIETS ARE ''ILLINC OR ABLE TO ?ORc1‘the RE- 
MOVAL O-s ANY OF THE DRA LEADERSHIP, ALTHOUGH 
MOSCOW MAY EVENTUALLY DECIDE TO 

TO N S ET?LS P ?R?" pJ2 TTtr , VHIBE EISPLAT INCLINATION 
10 SETTLE THE CONFLICT SHORT OF AN APPEAL FOR DIRECT SOVIET 

jS6El5”lIITMl! H1S C0 " LE INCLUl ' E A COt,P “ ™« 

13. INTRANSIGENCE ON THE PART OF TARAXI AND AMIN or an 

ABLr T STnN«? 1 ®Sf 1 Br‘ V; A5 I S!:-' A,FICE ” MAT N0W 3E UNDERWAY, WOULD PROB- 

LEADE S TO N EDRTF?B E r'nwirTfAT SA B-AArc OM THE DRA ’ A STANCE *HICH WOULD 
ERED E THRFSPAfn E nTT C S?Ir L J^; BLOODSHED, AND INSTABILITY. THIS LOW- 

IMPLICATIONS^FO^FOREIGNERS^STATioNED^IN^THIS^COUNTRY?^^ ECURm 
to *nudg? B or P push a!gea A n T p B o E licieT MICSI of a sotiet attempt 

RUCTIONS WHICH WOULD REVERSE THE GROWTH OF DOMESTIC 

?Sg?m* A Sa t D HS S! ,^ estic ane e ore?gn host?u?y m 

REGIME » So THAT, IN THE LAST ANALYSIS, MOSCOW WILL NOT 
HAVEItO FACE AN AFGHAN APPEAT. potj r^Torrun mtt t m a tw 


HAVE 

THE 

CAT 


™ FACE AN AFGHAN APPEAL FOR DIRECT MILITARY HELP. AT 
STATEMEN TS BY THE SOVIET ELITE AND INDI- 
ANS OF INCREASED SOVIET MILITARY INVOLVEMENT SUGGEST A 
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PARALLEL POLICY AIMED 
TION, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS 
THE AFGHAN LEADERSHIP. 


AT INSURING THE FUTURE OF THE REVOLU- 
WITECUT TEE PRESENT COMPOSITION OF 


*maH R 2 NCHTJK C0ULI) Bz THE LOCAL BEHIND-THE-SCENES DIRECTOR 
OF THIS PARTICULAR DRAMA, BUT TH? PROBLEM^ AND PITFALLS CON- 
FRONT^G HIM AND THE DRA LEADERSHIP ARE FORM IDA BLE^AND Th! 
UNKNOWNS REMAINING IN THE EQUATION ARE STILL NUMEROUS. AMSTUTZ 

#5423 
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CINCEUR: ALSO POP. POLAD 

R.O. 12065: GBS 7-18-85 (FLAT IN t TRUCE A.) OR-M 
TAGS: PEP R, PINK, PGCV, PINT, AF, UR 

SUBJECT: (C) SOVIETS REPEATEDLY HAVE INCLUDED FORMER ROYAL MIN- 
ISTER ABDUL SAMAD HA MED IN "NATIONAL FRONT" TALKS 


REF : KABUL 5433 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT . ) 

2. ACCORDING TO A PAKISTANI EMBASSY OFFICIAL, THE SOVIETS 
HAV^ RECENTLY INCLUDED IN THEIR NATIONAL FRONT NEGOTIATIONS 
(REFTEL) ABDUL SAMAD FAMED , '•'HO HAD ONCE SERVED AS A MIN- 
ISTER OE PLANNING AND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER UNDER KING ZAHIR. 

3. HAMED, * a O FAS BEEN DESCRIBED EY SOME AFGHANS AS A **NON- 
COMMUNIST LEFTIST," HAD REPORTEDLY BEEN ARRESTED BY. THE 
KEALCIS ON JANUARY 4 OE THIS YEAR. AMSTUTZ 

BT 
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65 : RDS 7/18/99 (AMSTUTZ, J. BRUCE). OR -M 
TAGS; PINT, PI NR , AF, US 

SUBJ: (S) GDR AMBASSADOR REPORTS THAT SOVIETS HOPE TO REPLACE 

FRIME MINISTER AMIN WITH A BROADER BASED GOVT. 


REF: KABUL 5433 

1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY. I HAVE JUST HAD AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING WITH 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AMBASSADOR DR. HERMANN SCHWIESAU. 
IT AAS EXTRAORDINARY ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT HE "DISCLOSED" WITH 
RESPECT TO SOVIET INTENTIONS HERE INCLUDING THE LIKELIHOOD 
OF A SOVIET-BACKED MOVE TO OUST PRIME MINISTER HAFIZULLAH 
AMIN. OVER THE LAST 3 WEEKS WE HAVE HAD HINTS OF A POSSIBLE 
SOVIET -A SSI ST ED INTERNAL COUP, BOTH FROM GDR AMBASSADOR 
SCHWIESAU (KABUL 5246) AND EARLIER FROM SOVIET MINISTER- 
COUNSELOR VASILIY STEPANOVICH SAFRONCHUK (KABUL 4888). 

THIS TIME, THE GDR AMBASSADOR WENT MUCH FURTHER IN SPELLING 
OUT SOVIET DISSATISFACTION WITH THE DR A , THE SOVIET DILEMMA 
ABOUT WHAT TO DO, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INTERNAL PARTY 
COUP TO ELIMINATE AMIN. HE HINTED THAT THIS MIGHT OCCUR IN 
AUGUST. END SUMMARY. 


3. ON JULY 17, I PAID A CALL ON SCHWIESAU. HE HAD CALLED 
ON CHARGE FLATIN ON JULY 9, AND BESIDES WANTING TO RETURN 
THE COURTESY CALL, I WEL COWED AN EXCUSE TO SEE HIM. WE 
TALKED AN HOU? . OF ALL THE PRO-MOSCOW COMMUNIST COUNTRY 
AMBASSADORS HERE, SCHWIESAU IS PERHAPS THE MOST ASTUTE AND 
INTELLIGENT, AND CERTAINLY THE MOST APPROACHABLE. ALONE 
AMONG PRO-MOSCOW COMMUNIST DIPLOMATS, HE CALLS PERIODICALLY 
ON WESTERN AND THIRD-WORLD DIPLOMATS, AND INVARIABLY LIKES 
TO ENGAGE IN CANDID POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS ABOUT AFGHANISTAN. 
HE HAS BEEN PR OVED TO BE ONE OF OUR MOST IMPORTANT SOURCES 
OF INFO ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE KABUL COMMUNIST DIPLOMATIC 
COMMUNITY AND RECENTLY ABOUT MOSCOW’S THINKING. 


4. SOVIET DISSATISFACTION WITH THE DRA! YESTERDAY WE SENT 
A REPORT CREFTEL) ANALYZING THE PRESSURES SEEMINGLY* BUILDING 
UP FOR AN INTERNAL CHANGE IN THE DRA LEADERSHIP.* WHAT 
SCHWIESAU TOLD ME AT OUR MEETING CONFIRMED ALL THIS, INCLUDING 
THE EXISTENCE OF BEHIND-THE-SCENES NEGOTIATIONS BY SOVIET 
MINISTER -COUNSELOR SAFRONCHllK WITH PDPA PARTY LEADERS AND 
OTHERS TO BRING ABOUT AN INTERNAL CHANGE. SCHWIESAU REPEATEDLY 
THAT THE SOVIETS VFFE DEEPLY WORRIED nypR THE WORSENING 
SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN. HE SAID, "THEY KNOW THE REGIME HAS 
LITTLE PUBLIC SUPPORT AND IS LOSING CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY." 
WHILE TELLING ME THIS, HE ALSO SAID, "WE ARE DETERMINED TO SAVE 
THE REVOLUTION." 


5. SCHWIESAU CLEARLY LAID THE BLAME FOR THE DR A* S TROUBLES 
ON FR IME MINISTER/FOREIGN MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN. HE 
DESCRIBED AMIN AS "THE STRONG MAN" IN AFGHANISTAN. "HE 
PERSONALLY RUNS THE ENTIRE GOVT," HE SAID, "CONTROLLING THE 
ARMY, THE INTERIOR MINISTRY, AND HE MAKES ALL IMPORTANT 
DECISIONS." AMIN HAS BLUNDERED BADLY, HE SAID, IN THE WAY 
HE HAS IMPLEMENTED THE GOVT’S ECONOMIC AND REFORM PROGRAMS, 
AND PART ICUL ARL Y IN THE WAY HE HAS "HARSHLY" ACTED AGAINST 
PERSONS HE SUSPECTED MIGHT OPPOSE HIM. 


HIM ™^oVTiml?TlTcn^ A pht7oS, IVE - he ^oubed 

2i sSpS 1 ;?^"?. 

oS™" cSSf R y!- AT HE D0E? N0T KN ° ; O^HAl’is GOING 


BY 


SAFRONCHUK WAS GIVEn'tHIS TASK^SCHWIESap G °' /T * 

^Pg'thESE® EL ICATE^NEGOT I AI SSsf- *“* Swim J EE * 

are S£S*S sswshs s 

It »s.sr»Jf l ri"iS, E ;K"Exreum'-"' m ! “' ET »«'»* T»». 


?• AS Tu what 
indicated THAT 
AND PERHAPS OT 
~A T D THER^ ARE 
OF WHOSE LEAD I 
PRESENT COURSE 
WHAT IS NEEDED 
AND "NOT IDENT 


IS LIKELY TO HAPPEN, SCHWIE C AU cLFaRI Y 

her” IL ts A !LI N Ju£ p ^ ty COup ’ deposing akin 

HERS, IS AHAT THE SOVIETS INTEND srHu'Trc/m 
NOW DEEP DIVISIONS IN THE POP® PARTY 

of"EIS5 ? R nd E ami n’s 'leader chip,'* 'he said that 

IFIED" ^W i't H^' PRESENT"' POL I c?Esf * ^ 


SCHWIF H |A\i I ACTffi I Aq E IF D rHA N D SE CAMrJ T ST ^ M ‘'f W ANJ/ ' R AS A P0SS IBIU 

t:®i S’ 'j; jKV 

B ^ H T f wiq CE pRINTFO E T2 L T U L I0 0 N D ' VAT ^ HAS NEVER MADE 
cnt Vi;!:*, , I WAS PRINTED IN THE PRESS and THAT HTS fyapt 


BT 

# 545 ? 


NNNNVV ESA15 1MJC669 
00 R UFMHR 

DE RUS8LK #545 9/2 1 9 9 1 3 1 «?J 
ZNY *SSRS ZZH 
OR 1F124 0Z JUL 79 
FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 476^ 
INFO R UFHEB/AM EMBASSY BERLIN '02 7 
R USB /AY EM BA SPY ISLAMABAD 9029 
PUEHKO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 175? 

RUS9AF/A EMBASSY NEW DELHI 7086 
RUOMHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN *332 
R UMJPG/AMEM BASSY BEIJING 062° 

BT 

SECRET SECTION 2 OF 2 KABUL 5459 



EXD IS 


10. SEVERAL TIMES SCHWIESAU SAID, "WE ARE NOW SEEING THE 
CLOSING CHAPTER OF THIS GOVT." HE MUST HAVE USED THE 
TERM, "CLOSING CHAPTER", AT LEAST THREE TIMES TO ME. AS TO 
WHEN THE CHANGE WAS LIKELY TO OCCUR, SCHWIESAU HINTED THAT 
IT COLLD HAPPEN ANY TIME BUT WOULD MOST LIKELY TAKE PLACE IN 
AUGUST. HE SAID HE WAS SENDING HIS WIFE TO EAST BERLIN SOON 
FOR "THREE OR FOUR WEEKS REST," AND LATER HE TOLD ME HE 
HIMSELF COLLD NOT POSSIBLE LEAVE KABUL THIS SUMMER SINCE 
AUGUST I? GOINT TO BE HOT, AND I DON'T MEAN THE WEATHER." 
EARLIER IN OUR CONVERSATION, HE SAID THAT THE SITUATION WITHIN 
THE GOVT WAS HIGHLY UNSTABLE AND THAT SECURITY IN KABUL COULD 
DETERIORATE ANY TIME, SO FAST IN FACT THAT IT WOULD BE 
"IMPOSSIBLE TO EVACUATE DEPENDENTS." 


11. SOVIET INTERESTS: SCHWIESAU SAID THAT NO INTERNAL PARTY 
RADICAL CHANGE" COULD OCCUR HERE WITHOUT SOVIET SUPPORT, 

5v D a I,S A L S0VIET INTERES TS WOULD HAVE TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 
ANY NEW AFGHAN GOVT. "AFTER ALL," HE SAID, "AFGHANISTAN 
BORDERS THE SOVIET UNION AND JUST AS YOU HAVE A SPECIAL 

ANYTHING HAPPENING IN CANADA AND MEXICO, THE SOVIET 
SPECIAL INTEREST IN AFGHANISTAN." THUS, HE SAID, 
SOLUTION HAS TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THREE FACTORS: 
FACE OF THE SOVIETS, SAVING THE FACE OF THE AFGHAN 
, AND SAVING THE FACE. OF MUSLIMS." 


INTEREST IN 
UNION HAS A 
A POLITICAL 
"SAVING THE 
PARTY (PD PA) 
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BUT 


12* IN CONNECTION WITH SAVING SOVIET FACE* SCHUIESAI! SATD 
THAT THE SOVIETS HAD TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THEIR RELATIONSHIP 
AND REPUTATION WITH "OTHER PARTIES AROUND THE WORLD?" IF ^HE 

wreath W S E n EEN T ° ABAND0N THE PARTY HERE IN AFGHANISTAN. 

HE SAH), IT WOULD HAVE A "VERY UPSETTING EFFECT ON PARTIES 

WERE FRIENDLY WITH MOSCOW." THIS COMMENT 
I RA i?^ WITH HIS COMMENT MENTIONED ABOVE (PARA 4) THAT "WE 
MUST SAVE THE REVOLUTION." A ’ WE 

13. QUESTION OF SOVIET MILITARY INTERVENTION in ajtpuamtctam 

pAicrn JU? END ° F 0lR CONVERSATION, SCHWIESAU VOLUNTARILY 
RAISED THIS QUESTION. HE SAID HE WAS AWARE THERE WAS SPFrin a t t n w 

N THE £ S T ° WHETHER^THE SOVIETS V^LD, 

"WERF E THFY T Tn N |?k Y f/i S ^ i2 T P VENE "WARILY IN AFGHANISTAN. 

WERE THEY TO DO SO, HE SAID. "IT WOULD SOLVE ONE ppnm cm 

WEQrNT A po^t E S *" S0VIET INTERVENTION COULD ELIMINATE THE 
SrATr 1 THEREBY SOLVING ONE PROBLEM. IT WOULD. HOWEVER 

SSuLD ^T^TAfAI^S^S^ET^ THE " ENT I RE AE GHAN NATION" 

AGAI NS^T Ke^M inSH H ? N VA°Dro T S- ’i J N U fHE A 9 H%^NT G U H R f TeKcE 

MIL ITAR IL yI MADE N ° SENSE F0R THE SWIETS tS E ?S E NE E CE * 

Coincwm^^mKl’ HIMSEL F^HAD KE^ACcIma^E^oThe”*" 1818 ’ 
PARCHAMIST WING. THIS WAS NOT THE CASE W IT H HaET7 rn. I2 E am t u 

srHuTEqrf^nnSra 51 LEADER * b ABRAK KARMAL , AND AMIN WERE "RIVALS." 
oaS?J ESAU OBSERVED THAT IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR AMIN AND 

VIN^S OF A ?2^plR T 5 E .T I Mi! E T SAME G0VI * REFLECTS oS ^E TW 

WINGw OF THE PARTY AT THE TIME OF THE REVOLUTION sphutitcaii 
CONFIRMED OIR IMPRESSION THAT THE PARCHAMT^Tq hah f C ,??nlf U 
FOLLOWING THAN THE KhLoIS WITHIN m PWTy AND^mSng p!rty 
SYMPATHIZER S t BUT THAT THE KHALQIS WERE STRONGER IN THE MTI TTabv 
THE LATTER'S STRENGTH IN THE MILITARY PROVED DEClIlu? " ILITARY * 

whether A he 0 h^ R tnform?ttIX GI 2 g J he par cha«ists. I ASKED HIM 
7,™" Sr HE HAD INFORMATION as we DID. THAT MANY PcrtWamtctc: 

Sfs HEAD PUL K^IsTn^HESHOOK 

OJISeI Firrir ™ AT Z AT THIS RESENT JUNCTURE IN THE 

INTO THE GOVT. "IT IS NECESSARY T^BROADEN THE N BASE C OF P THE HAM ISTS 

B^DON^TOO^HF R?Tn PAR nw" ISTS ;" Tw0 0THER THINGS NEED TO 
BL DONE TOO, HE SAID. ONE WAS TO RELEASE MANY POl tttpaj 

Supd^jaS f EVE " PARYY MEMBERS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED") AND THE 

COUNTRIES.™ A NEW G ° VT T ° BE " FIRENDS WITH THE MOSLEM 


:lost B co™ of E many LTed^VfoV* 5 

d^^gerou'^o^e'gSvt 1 ^^^^?^. 1 " AFGHanisTan was more 

iliissE#:P«ssl ; » 

uJ'c^n E riJ°!! EWHAT IN contradiction to the above REMARK 

^hn S ?^ D eJe H m1nt I 1n P t U Se T c U o N ^?r ER y E fe" 


';• comment.- as A result of this conversation. TOBEHFR 

O.EAR that? »"I£,?EE I0 D "?,r WE BELIEVE IHE EVIDENCE ?l NOW 

AND ARE H TRYINC Iflf ™£S£ BI f| A ” SF1ED «ITH HAFIZULLAH AMIN 
finu Ant TRYING TO ENGINEER A RADICAL CHANGE.* uf abf ai cn 

TEMPTED TO BELIEVE THAT THE SOVIETS, BY MEANS OF^SAFRONCHnK* s 

CONVERSATION WITH ME ON JUNE 24, AND SCHWIESAU’S TWO CONVER- 

Tn’op^TLAT *Js.!! AV L IRIED 10 SEND US A SIGNAL. 
Ibp B ?dI?£I’tI HE L ARE UNHaf PY WITH THE AMIN 
ARE TRYING TO ARRANGE A CHANGE, AND 81 AM 

ARE HOPING THIS WILL NOT HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPaC* 
AL.SO DRAW THE CONCLUSION THAT, WITH THE 

r^;I pp J NG GRIP THE DRA r as over the country, the 

hOPE THAT BY BRINGING ABOUT A CHANGE AND BROADENING THE 


SAT IONS WIT US ON 
THAT SIGNAL SEEMS 
REGIME, THAT THEY 
SPECULATING HERE) 
ON US. ONE COULD 
OBVIOUS 
SOVIETS 


TWFV Sf,/ l!un 3 m V i T ^ AND BY P0SSIBLY MAKING AMIN A SCAPEGOAT, 

AV0ID L0SING tr eir investment in this Marxist party 

iJSJ’WT. AJC AVOID A MAJOR BLOW TO SOVIET INTERNATIONAL 
rtftSTIGE. AMSTlTZ 
BT 
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(20651 RDS-1 7/19/99 (FLAT IN, BRUCE A.) OR-M 
TAGS! PINT, PINS, PINR, AF, GE, US 

SUBJECT: (S) FURTHER COMMENTS BY EAST GERMAN AMBASSADOR ABOUT 
90VIET EFFORTS TO ALTER AFGHAN REGIME 


REF: KABUL 5459 


1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT) 


2. SUMMARY: EAST GERMAN AMBASSADOR SCHWIESAU HAS IDENTIFIED 
CERTAIN NON-PUSHTUN CABINET MINISTERS AS BEING IN SUPPORT OF 
CURRENT SOVIET MACHINATIONS TO ALTER THE AFGHAN REGIME. 
SCHWIESAU THINKS IT MIGHT BE TOO LATE TO ACHIEVE A POLITICAL 
SOLUTION TO THE PRESENT MESS IN AFGHANISTAN. END OF SUMMARY. 

3. DURING A CONVERSATION WITH THE A/DCM AT A SOCIAL 

EVENT ON JXY 18, DR. KLRMANN SCHWIESAU, AMBASSADOR OF THE 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, EXPAMED SOMEWHAT ON THE 
PRESENTATION HE MADE TO CHARGE AMSTUTZ ON JULY 17 
CONCERNING CURRENT SOVIET EFFORTS TO RESTRUCTURE THE 
AFGHAN REGIME (REFTEL). SCHWIESAU EXERCISED CARE TO 
CONVEY HIS VIEWS ONLY TO THE AMERICAN OFFICER, CHANGING 
THE TOPIC OF CONVERSATION WHEN THE BRITISH AND JAPANESE 
AMBASSADORS JOINED THE GROUP. 


C 1 

//7c! 


vsMSftjKr's TVsasSr'KcwESi'sg* mik 
M?L t ? t W 855SS 5Si5°MMW? r B gr,IS > 

effort has moved INTO a MORE ACTIVE PHASE 

rffltlr AS 5? WHETHER AMIN WOULD ACCEPT HIS FATE QUIETLY OR 
FIGHT, SCHVIESAU REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW. 

3. AS MEMBERS OF THE A NT I** AM IN ALI&HNFmt cy*uuT e-cam 

ibewifeo the poll ovi ng mi hi sters, not ing msiIiW*.,* 
ft*,* FA " all are non-pusM f?nan« «2ism 

IMVIW cuad^tS 1 ^?.! * »AZARA, JUSTICE MINISTER ABDUL 
DAST I AGIR A pANJSHIRT JA r I T4^L UZ !5n , «r J ? LIC W0RKS MINISTER 
AMD C ILT URE *B AREQ- SHA FT YE J "a TWIK. S^ID^NOT^Sm^" 

2wa.sr™?5' 5 f M cS^zreus 

MnuAMM.ui 9 *" Tajik, or minister of mines and INDUSTRIES 

THAT M AN M IMPORTA I »r D p?BT H np A Tl!J Z ii LBASH * > S^IKAU IMPLIED 
PPnni n ?c t2I A 51»£££1. 0F IME CURRENT POLITICAL 

mV*R^ T MfLE S SlRK U " KATI0N TE " DE,,CIES ° r 

*• tf HEN THE A/DCM OBSERVED THAT IT NOV SEEMEn 4 I ttti r 
L A T f INm GAME FOR AN ATTEMPT TO ACHiIwTpSlItI^ 

HIS U AGREEMENT HE ApliuTPe4| l 7 E fi S rDi.S HW1ESAU QR * VELY NODDED 
atNiilwi v ISlul^l5. S i^. Fim ™ ER A6REED THAT A 
® Y EXPANDED POLITICAL BASE WOULD NOW APPEAR 

ML IENATFD limner ? IRCE THE * R ALGIS SEEM TO HAVE 

ALIENATED ALMOST EVERY ELEMENT O F AFG HAN SOCIETY. 
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7. SCHVIESAU WNE OH TO COMPLAIN BITTERLY ABUT THE 
RASH INCOMPETENCE OF THE XHALQI LEADERSHIP THAT INEVITABLY 
LED TO THE CURRENT SITUATION. AS AN EXAMPLE* WE CITED THE 
CONTROVERSIAL LAND REFORM PROGRAM, WHICH HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE 
FOR MUCH OF THE OPPOSITION IN THIS COUNTRY. SCHWIESAU 
RECALLED THAT HE HAD WARNED THE KHALQIS LAST YEAR TO 
GO SLOW WITH A COMPLICATED PROGRAM OF THIS TYPE, ADVISING 
THEM THAT THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, "THE MOST 
ADVANCED SOCIETY IN THE SOCIALIST CAMP, "HAD* CAREFULLY 
PHASED ITS LAW) -REFORM PROGRAM OVER A FIFTEEN- YEAR 
PERIOD. SCHWIESAU ADDED GLUMLY THAT THE OVERLY ENTHUSIASTIC 
KHALQIS REJECTED HIS ADVICE — AMD. STATED THEIR CONVICTION 
THAT THE AFGHAN PEOPLE WOULD SUPPORT THEIR ACCELERATED 
PROGRAM. AFTER SIX MONTHS, SCHWIESAU OBSERVED, IT WAS 
CLEAR THAT LAW) REFORM WAS A DISASTER. * RECALLED HOW 
MANY LANDLESS AW) "LAND-POOR* PEASANTS HAD WANTED TO 
REFUSE TO ACCEPT LAW) BECAUSE OF RELIGIOUS SCRUPLES OR 
FEAR OF FUTURE RETRIBUTION BY THE DEPRIVED LANDLORDS. 

THE KHALQIS FORCED THEM TO ACCEPT THE LAW), THREATENING 
THEM WITH IMPRISONMENT IF THEY REFUSED. ACCORDING TO 
SCHWIESAU, SEVERAL OF THESE PEASANTS LATER COMMITTED 
SUICIDE. 


8. COMMENT! THROUGH SCHW^QSAU, THE SOVIETS WOULD SEEM TO BE 
TRYING TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT WE ARE BEING KEPT 
"INZRMED" !5 /5- 

/$5 $3f 3390.3,5 — FOGIWHAT EVER PURPOSE 
THEY HAVE IN MIND. (AN INTERESTING NOTE, INCIDENTALLY, 

IS THAT SCHVIESAU HAD A LARGE BOUQUET OF YOVERS DELIVERED 
CHARGE AMSTUTZ AFTER THEIR JULY 17 MEETGNG.) 


9 .. THIS EMBASSY REMAINS SKEPTICAL THAT THE SOVIETS WILL 
BE ABLE TO 8R0ADENT THE POLITICAL BASE OF THE AFGHAN 
REGIME SUFFICIENTLY TO STILL THE WIDESPREAD INSURRECTION 
IN AFGHANISTAN. WE FREQUENTLY HEAR RUMORS THAT THE SOVIETS 
ARE STILL TRYING TO BUILD A NEW REGIME AROUND FORMER 
ROYALIST PRIME MINISTER YUSUF, WHO WOULD PROBABLY SERVE 
AS A FIGUREHEAD PERSONAGE. THE LARGE NUMBERS OF AFGHANS 
FWHO HAVE NOW BEEN INCITED TO BLOOD-FEUD ACTION ARE UNLIKELY 
TO BE FOOLED BY OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES. ANY SOLUTION 
INVOLVING THE REPLACEMENT OF KHALQIS BY PARCH AMI STS 
WOULD ALSO BE A LOSER. THE LATTER ARE ALSO REGARDED BY 
AFGHANS AS PRO-MOSCOW ATHEISTS. 
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St^onVre REP0R ” of " UNIT£D not supported by I 

REFs STATE 184996 
CC - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

«E S Sa Y RD AL f 5 R H ? U ?2 LFAnrpcur o ' RALLY GROUND THE PART Y" 
"UNITED FRONT- HAS MT wt R !?^ »“««« HERE, THE TERM 
HE BaiEVE THAT, FOR Ll^ p?««- US E D PUBLICLY^ AND 
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3. RADION MOSCOW REPORTS OF A RECENT AFGHAN POLITBURO DE- 
CREE PROMULGATING THE FORMATION OF SOME SOR TO F" UNITED 
FRONT** COMPOSED OF ALL "SOCIAL* PROGRESSIVE* AND PATRIOTIC 
FORCES" FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION (REFTEL) ARE 
MISLEADING TO THE EXTENT THAT A "UNITED FRONT" IMPLIES 
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION BY ELEMENTS WHICH ARE NOT NEC- 
ESSARILY PART AND PARCEL OF THE REGIME’S "NATURAL* CONSTITUENCY. 
THE GROUPS CITED IN THE RECENT FBIS ACCOUNTS OF THE MOSCOW 
RADION STORIES — E.G.* THE PARTY ITSELF* THE PARTY YOUTH 

AND WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS, THE JOURNALISTS* UNION — ARE 
ALL THE USUAL HACK, FRONT -ORGANIZATION PROPS OF THE REGIME* 

AND THEIR INCLUSION IN ANY ORGANIZATION 
TO DEFEND THE REVOLUTION WOULD NOT SEEM TO 
US TO REPRESENT ANY SIGNIFICANT NEW DEPARTURE, AND WOULD 
CERTAINLY NOT IN THEMSELVES REPRESENT A DISTINCT "UNITED 
FRONT ." 

4. TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE SPECIFIC TERM "UNITED 
FRONT" HAS NOT BEEN USED YET IN ANY OFFICIAL PUBLIC ANNOUNCE- 
MENT IN AFGHANISTAN, ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN CONSTANT 
XKALQI EXHORTATIONS FOR ALL SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY TO JOIN 
HANDS TO FIGHT AGAINST THE "ENEMIES OF THE PEOPLE." THE 

MOST RECENT SUBSTANTIVE REPORT OF POLITBURO DELIVERATIONS 
WAS A STORY CARRIED IN THE JULY I GOVERNMENT -CONTROLLED 
PRESS WHICH REVEALED THAT THE POLITBURO HAD DECIDED THE 
PREVIOUS DAY TOl EXPA® POLITICAL ACTIVITIES AMONG THE 
MASSES? STRENGTHEN THE KHALQI ORGANIZATION OF AFGHAN YOUTH? 
ESTABLISH "ADVISORY GROUPS" WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT’S 
MINISTRIES? ESTABLISH A "NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION"? PREPARE APPLICATION QUESTION- 
AIRES FOR PROBATIONARY PARTY MEMBERS? AND* STRENGTHEN 
THE ROLE OF THE PRIMARY PARTY ORGANIZATIONS IN THE FIELD 
OF ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS. 
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FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION " BUT SIMPS' 

THE JULY I ANNOUNCEMENT, THE HI8H COUNCIL FOR TH^npSSw 
OF THE HOMELAND (THE BODY WHICH VE BELIEVE IS PRIM^ffJ 
2£ R £ D J' ITH OEVISING POLITICAL AND MILITARY STrJtEsIes 
D r«.« C0 « WERIM6 THE INSURGENCY) HAS MET AT LEAST ONCE IN A 
NOT ^AVE ^ Tf S TT A i JI b S er J MEW ORGANI ZATION WOULD PROBABLY 

SERV^AS rtTfS? II£I£J T L TASKS ' BUT V0ULD M0ST LIKaY 
*RVE AS A POLITICAL PROPAGANDA BODY WHOSE JOB iioin n or to 

t D E" 0 NCTRATE AND PUBLICIZE THE "WIDESPREAD SUPPORT" Sh!cH 
LrrrSf?*!^ OSTENSIBLY COMMANDS* IN THIS CONNECTION. "COM- 
MITTEES FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION" HAVE BEEN SET 
UP THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. AND IT COULD 

AT THE T NATIONa W LEVELl ,IZAT ^° N * ILL HAVE SIMILAR RESPONSIBILITIES 

6. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED (JULY 18) FBIS REPORTS WITH THF 
«XTS OF THE MOSCOW RADIO REPORTS CT A IS™ LD IM 124, 

TA 1 70S 08) WHICH APPEAR TO GO BEYOND THE JULY 1 POLITBURO 
UNCEMENT, it APPEARS THAT THE SOVIET CORRESPONDENT , ^ 
225n2 H 2 TEVER REASON, MAY HAVE CHOSEN TO TRANSLATE (IN- 
CORRECTLY) "NATIONAL ORGANIZATION" INTO "UNITED NATIONAL 
FRONT," THEREBY USING WELL-KNOWN CODE WORDS TO GIVE THE 

J2n?E5li°L THAT THE DRA HAS PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAS 
22^ CAMPAIQM TO BROADEN ITS BASE — A DEVELOPMENT 
WHICH IS DEFINITELY NOT YET THE CASE. 

, 7 * ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO FIRM INFORMATION AS YET ALONG THESE 
LINES, THESE MOSCOW RADIO REPORTS COULD REFLECT AN ATTEMPT 
BY CERTAIN PARTIES TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE DRA 
IS BROADENING ITS POLITICAL BASE, AN IMPRESSION WHICH MIGHT 
HELP THWART A 90VIET EFFORT TO ALTER THE DRA LEADERSHIP 
COMPOSITION. SUCH AN EFFORT NOW SEEMS TO BE UNDERWAY (KABUL 
5433 -,$ (-77) 5459), AND IS APPRENTLY AIMED AT ACHIEVING 
A MORE GENUINE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF POLITICAL PROPS 
UNDERPINNING THIS GOVERNMENT. IT STRIKES US THAT THESE 
RADIO REPORTS ARE SOMEHOW RELATED TO THE LARGER DRAMA NOW 
UNFOLDING, OTHERWISE MOSCOW RADIO'S ATTENTION TO MORE OR 
LESS STANDARD DRA APPEALS TO RALLY AROUND THE PARTY WOULD 
BE UNUSUAL. 
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E. O. 12065: GDS 7/20/35 (GARRISON, MARY) OR-M 
TAGS: PEPR, UR 

SUBJECT: (U) PRAVDA COMMENTARY ON AFGHAN NATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION 

REF: (A) KABUL 5463, (B) STATE 184996, (C) KABUL 5433 

1. (U) A JULY 18 PRAVDA COMMENTATOR'S COLUMN DISCUSSED 

TFE CREATION BY THE PDPA POLITBURO OF A NATIONAL ORGANI- 
ZATION FOR TEE DEFENSE OF TEE REVOLUTION WHICH IS SUPPOSED 
TO INCLUDE ALL "PROGRESSIVE AND PATRIOTIC FORCES OF THE 
NATION, IRRESPECTIVE OF PARTY, RELIGIOUS, NATIONAL AND 
SOCIAL AFFILIATION." ACCORDING TO PRAVDA, ITS MEMBERS 
WILL BE THE PDPA, TRADE UNIONS, PEASANTS' COMMITTEES, THE 
NATIONAL YOUTH ORGANIZATION, NATIONAL WOMEN'S ORGANIZA- 
TION, THE COUNCIL OF ULEMAS AND OTHERS. PRAVDA SAYS THE 
ORGANIZATION IS NEEDED TO COMBAT COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY 
FORCES WHICH ARE BECOMING ACTIVE PRECISELY BECAUSE THE 
GOVERNMENT'S REFORM MEASURES HAVE ALREADY BROUGHT IM- 
PROVEMENT TO THE CONDITION OF ALL LEVELS OF TEE WORKING 
POPULATION. NO MENTION IS MADE OF A "UNITED NATIONAL 
FRONT. 


2. (C) COMMENT: THE PRAVDA COMMENTARY MAKES CLEAR THAT 
THE SOVIET UNION APPROVES OF TEE NEW ORGANIZATION AND 
LENOT CREDENCE TO REPORTS THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS EN- 
COUl^GED TFE DR A TO BROADEN ITS BASE OF SUPPORT AMD TO 

TRY TO SEEK A POLITICAL SOLUTION TO ITS DIFFICULTIES 
(RE? C). GARRISON 
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E.O. 12065* GDS 7-21-85 (TAYLOR, JAMES E. > OR-P 
TAGS* PEPR, PINS, PINT, AF, UR 

SUBJECT* CLOU) TARAKI AND AMIN HINT PUBLICLY THAT THEY MAY BE 
AWARE OF BEHIND-THE-SCENES MANEUVERING AGAINS THE REGIME 

U (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMARY* IN PUBLIC SPEECHES PUBLISHED OVER THE AFGHAN 
WEEKEND, TARAKI AND AMIN HINTED THEY MAY BE AWARE OF BE- 
HIND-THE-SCENES MANEUVERING TO ALTER THE REGIME'S LEADER- 
SHIP COMPOSITION, AND THAT THEY DO NOT INTEND TO PERMIT THE 
•BETRAYAL'' OF THE REVOLUTION. AMIN, PARTICULARLY, REFLECTED 
DISAPPOINTMENT AT A POSSIBLE SOVIET ROLE IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS. 
THE GENERAL IMPRESSION, PUBLICLY AT LEAST, IS THAT NEITHER 
LEADER MAY TIMIDLY AND WITHOUT RESISTANCE ACCEPT WHATEVER 
SCENARIO MAY BE DEVISED BY OTHERS. END OF SUMMARY. 


i AMIN, IN A SPEECH PUBLISHED 

X. X DROPPED SOME VEILED HINTS THAT HE MAY BE rnriiT 7 Aur 

«GIHE’S B LEADER?htp E »M 0 mf T0 ALTER THE MAKE UP OF THIS 
StfPtJL.1 Jt EADE ? SHIP * ALLUDING to the concept of a broadened 

OVERT !® OWN * B Y^T hf^a pd t» ED (Im^dp” 0 ^ CLASSES WHO HAD BEEN** 

* HE APRIL 1978 REVOLUTION HAD " NO RTnwr t n 

IN THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE" AND THAT "TO REIN- 

? ATE THE feudal system or a puppet regime OF TE wpewal- 

O^THE^PEOPLlf- HARMFUL T0 THE REVOLUTION (AND) A BETRAYAL 

A*SSERTED D -uf S jTM R 2‘£I« N |r W rIf T THE S0V1ET UNION, A »IN 
WE EXTEBD lV'Si»*t£ A IL2LE£J THFUL (T0 > WHATEVER COUNTRY 
tdpatv nr FRIENDSHIP, AND WITH WHICH WE MAKE A 

ffiAT Y °f T F RIE NDSHIP; THE FIRST CONDITION OF OUR FRIENDSHIP 

EREiaOTV C AMn 0 DFo*AT 0 2Sk A !!^ RESPECT FOR OUR NATIONAL SOV- 
Sf nuFj Y A5nL2£ S r ECT F0R THE INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM OF OUR 
Sde'a D TRF»TV R Ip POINTEDLY THAT "WE HAVE NOT 

SPECT FOR 5U enr. rai fK!^ SH H ANYB0DY UNLE SS HE HAS RES- 
weSrT C pA2 U 5.* 0 ^JI_ R E SrecI F0R otm NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY 
^| R v C fy F TL°Siri NDEPERDE, * CE ' AHD UNLESS HE SUPPORTS US HON- 
E S LY TN THE SAFEGUARDING OF OUR INDEPENDENCE, IN KEEPING 

EREInVTU *TT Te R ^A2 n ?■^ ,,D, AOT) IN REEFING OUR NATIONAL SOV- 
T«I mirrr THIS REASON THAT OUR FRIENDSHIP WITH 

AMIN^DDED. 0 " 10 " ^ DEVEL0PED T0 THE ST AGE OF BROTHERHOOD," 


5. AT AMT HER POINT, AMIN INSISTED THAT "OUR DESIRE IS THAT 
IP SOME ONE HAS THE SAME IDEOLOGY CAS OURS) AND THE SAME 
FEELINGS, HE SHOULD LET US FIGHT AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF THE 
COUNTRY, AND TO BUILD OUR COUNTRY* " 


^ IN A SPEECH PUBLISHED JULY 19, PRESIDENT TARAKI MADE A 
BRIEF COMMENT ALONG RELATED LINES WHEN HE INSISTED THAT 
OUR PARTY AND STATE HAVE MANY OTHER PLANS FOR THE WELFARE 
AND PROSPERITY OF OUR PEOPLE," AND THAT "STOPPAGE OF OUR 
EFFORTS IS THE DEATH OF OUR REVOLUTION. WE DO NOT ACCEPT 
THIS DEATH AND WILL FORGE AHEAD." 


7. COMMENT I *IN THE CONTEXT OF PERSISTING REPORTS THAT BE- 
HIND-THE-SCENES SOVIET MANEUVERING IS UNDERWAY TO BROADEN 
THE BASE OF THE DRA REGIME IN ORDER TO BUILD SOME SORT OF 
SAFETY-VALVE FOR THE GROWING OPPOSITION, THESE BRIEF HINTS 
BY THE COUNTRY'S TOP TANDEM REFLECT A STANCE THAT SHOWS NO 
INCLINATION TO GO ALONG WITH EITHER A SIGNIFICANT "STOPPAGE" 
IN THE REGIME'S FUTURE REFORM PROGRAMS, OR TO BEND TO SOVIET 
PRESSURE. IN THIS REGARD, THE TONE OF AMIN'S REMARKS ABOUT 
THE SOVIETS SUGGESTS A SENSE OF BETRAYAL, WHILE AT THE SAME 
THE AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE CRUCIAL SOVIET ROLE IN PRE- 
SERVING THE REGIME'S FUTURE. 


8. THESE ARE THE FIRST PUBLIC INDICATIONS WE HAVE SEEN THAT 
THE TARAKI/ AMIN TEAM MAY BE AWARE OF SECRET "NEGOTIATIONS" 

AM) THAT THEY MAY NOT TIMIDLY ACQUIESCE TO WHATEVER SCENARIO MAY 
BE ON VARIOUS DRAWING BOARDS. ACTIVE RESISTANCE ON THE 
PART OF TARAKI AND AMIN COR BOTH) AND THEIR SUPPORTERS, 

. WOULD HAVE NOT OM.Y POLITICAL BUT POTENTIALLY SERIOUS SECURITY 
RAMIFICATIONS A WELL. 
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13137 1, (?) STATE 1 9 F95 (C) KABUL 5544 
TEXT) 


2. SUMMARY: Q'! JMLY p W" '!ni/rpM Vr . T ~ r - ur _ 

RiPUELIC OF AFGHAi.'I^TA*' <np«j Xpc^t'a. i l ™‘ O^OCPATIC 
H.EASURE OVER T'F »• " ^ r PP-T :^ Y expressed its die- 

AND LEAST ESSENTIAL * °F? FSpri. F-o° * F-SL’STct CAM p TPEN 3 ENTS 
“"PLAINED A? 0 !fT m'«f n^/^, ^f^AN, A*° SL S° 

U.S. ACT AS ” AGAINST TP" "or tt 1 Mz T Y * _ T Hil D ? A TERMED THE 

JMINTE NANCE OF MORTAL FR tr’i-rE I K2 DRA F0P THE 
STATES." end summaey Lr , - LATI3Wa :ITH THE united 


3. ON JUUL_24, I WAS S V:'UDNED 0!! ONE- HOU? *S NOTICE TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY -_ay._S.HAK MOM ATIAD DOST, FIRST DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR PX IT I CAL AFFAIRS. A/D CM FLAT IN ACCOMPANIED ME. 

4. DOST OPENED THE CONVERSATION BY OBSERVING ACIDLY THAT. 

IN SPITE OF MY ASSURANCES DF~T HZ PRECEDING DAY THAT THE USG 
DID MOT INTED TO PUBLICIZE THE EVACUATION OF AMERICAN DE- 
PENDENTS AMD LEAST ESSENTIAL PEP SON N EL' FROM AFGHANISTAN 
CPEF C) , ROTH THE VCICc. OF AMERICA AND BBC HAD* CARRIED THE 
HEISTS' -<0»t-Y -HOURS .LATER. — -DOST COMMENTED THAT HE HAD FEARED 
THAT THIS MIGHT HAPPEN, BUT HAD NEVERTHELESS CONVEYED 

MY ASSURANCES T-a PRIME MINISTER HAFIZ XL AH ALIN IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER YESTERDAY’S CONVERSATION. ” 

WITHOUT C PECIFICALLY C IT I U 0 -MY Si HER ASSURANCE OF JULY 
■3 -- THAT THE USG DlJ NOT I NT :'TT~K> ATP AS 5 "t HE ORA 

POLITICALLY WITH ITS EVACUATION DECISION, D OSTADE PL OPED IN 
PARTICULAR THE VOA’S TYING THE EVACUATION- ST ORY -TOGETHER 
V'lTH ALLEGATIONS THAT THE AFGHAN REGIME IS +fGT ZABLE TO MAIN- 
TAIN ORDER IN AFGHANISTAN. HZ SAID, "YOU AMD I BOTH CAM SEE 
THAT THERE ARE NO FR03LEMS IN Ki°UL -- ANM ^TH^P E' , *3A~ <? I rc 
ARE NOT AM K I MG THIS MOVE. " I EXPLAINED THE SFcrriiV REASONS 
FOR OUR DECISION AGAIN IN SOME DETAIL. ALTHOUGH DOST DID NOT 
COMMENT A90UT THE ROAD INCIDENTS I CITuD, HZ -UAPP~LFP WITH 
MY CITATION OF THE MAY 9 CLOSURE OF KABUL AIRPORT DUPING 
NEARBY FIGHTING, APGUING THAT IT HAD BEEN CLOSED FO^ "ONLY 
A FEW HOURS." 


S. DOST ALSO COMPLAINED THAT THE VOA ANNOUNCEMENT CONTAINED 
ALLEGATIONS ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, "SUCH AS THE 
EXr-CUATION OF 3,0CZ POLITICAL PRISONERS." HE REGARD ID "*SUCH 
STATEMENTS AS UNFAIR BECAUSE ALL HIS GOVERNMENT COULD DO 
n ZHZY HAD ALREADY BEEN PUBLICIZED TO 


7. r: RESPONSE, I INFORMED DOST THAT IT HAT 3 SEN THE IN- 
T V \TIC'« CF THE USG NOT TO INITIATE AMY FUEL I CITY ABOUT THE 
•'VACATION, BUT THAT OUR DEPART YE NT OF STATE PRESS SPCKE C - 
HAD EZiN PPEPAFED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS. SHOULD THE MATTER 
E WEED AT A DAILY NOONTIME PRESS CONFERENCE. I EXPLAINED 
T " A T THE SUBJECT HAD INDEED BEEN RAISED IN SUCH A FASHION AT 
HI C J ,r LY S3 PRESS BRIEFING (RZFTZLS A AMD 3), AND THAT 
THEREFORE HE HAD TO RESPOND. AS FOP THE OTHER ISSUES OF 
SECURITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS, VGA HAD PRESUMABLY DECIDED FO 7 ’ 
JOURNALISTIC REASONS TO ADD THEM TO THE SOTRY. I TOLD* 

DOST THAT THE USG CONTINUES TO REGARD WITH GREAT CONCERN 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN, BUT REMINDED HI V| 
THAT THE USG IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOP THE CONTENT OF VOA 
BROADCASTS. DOST NOTED WRYLY THAT THE BRITISH EMBASSY 
HERE MAKES THE SAME DISCLAIMER ABOUT BBC BROADCASTS. 


?• WHILE SPEAKING OF VOA'S NEW PER SI AN-L ANGUAGE PROGRAM FOR 
THIS REGION, DOST TOLD US THAT, IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT 
THE VOA * S BROADCAST TIME OF 230? IS TOO LATE FOR MOST 
AFGHAN LISTENERS, HIS GOVERNMENT TAPES EACH BROADCAST AND 
MONITORS ITS CONTENT. DOST ALSO NOTED THAT VOA HAD RECENTLY 
ADDED SOME DARI (AFGHAN PERSIAN) CONTENT TO THE PROGRAM, WHICH 
OTHERWISE IS BASICALLY IN FARSI (IRANIAN PERSIAN). 


9. I 
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10. DOST THANKED ME FOR MY EXPLANATION. 

HIS GOVERNMENT HOPED THAT "THINGS WILL 6] 

OUR "NORMAL” STATE OF RELATIONS, ADDING: "THAT’S Th t cdtott 
OF OUR RECENT ACTIONS; THAT IS OUR DESIRE." H^ 7 ?~P r ATEn 
HIS COMMENT OF JULY 23 THAT THE SAFETY OF AMERICANS*' I c OMR 
OWN BUSINESS, BUT WONDERED WHY WE HAD TO MAKE A ? T G PRO- 
DUCTION OVER THEIR DEPARTURE. I REPLIED THAT IT i'a^IF"!- 
CULT TO MASK THE DEPARTURE OF ONE HUNDRED PEOPLE nn'qT 
THEN WONDERED WHY THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN COULD* NOT HAV" 

ur A kncr D i^ IL THIS " s£ns ITIVE” OPERATION HAD BEEN CONCLUDED. 
HE OBSERVED SADLY: "THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING: I A M «ov" 

Tull 1 T G \<lc n nTirl P ; S ''''' (N0TE! I HAD INFORMED DOST EARLIER 
THAT I LAS BRIEFING "FIRENDLY” EMBASSIES ABOUT OUR DECISION.) 

IV ^J^SURED DOST THAT THE USG ALSO WANTS FRIENDLY, NOR- 
MAL RELATIONS WITH THE DRA -- AND, ONCE AGAIN, THAT 

WE WERE ENGAGED IN ANY SUBVERSIVE ANTI^WHALPirFFoifc 1“ 
THIS CONTEXT, I MENTIONED THE UNHELPFUL EFFECT* 0* OP*IO(JE 
AND NOT -SO- OBLIQUE -- "HINTS" IN THE 'LOCAL MEDIA THAT VP 
involved, cuing specifically the FALSE PICTURE 

STATEMENTS ABOUT US ARMS BEING- CAPUT RED . ( NOT** IT IS TO 
DOST S CREDIT, HOWEVER, THAT SINCE OUR BESARCHE OF JUNEI3EP 
2ir a dahJ*^^ PHONY NEWSPAPER PHOTOGRAPHS OF "AMERICAN 
WEAPONS^ ALLEGEDLY SEIZED FROM ANTI-DRA GUERPIILAS THAT 
WE HAVE NOT SEEN THIS PARTICULAR LIE REPEATED IN THE PR«?.) 

12. THE ME E 

Tu7u'tr-^r- NG ENDED ON A FRIENDLIER, MOPE RELAXED NOT r 
LsSJMi UPON OUR DEPARTURE, DOST HANDED M E AN^inr 

MEMOIRE, WHICH, AFTER TRANSLATION AT THE *M»AS*Y. a d P~A~^ ' 

IT S^TEXT 10 FOLLOW IN T0NE THAN HIS OPAL PRESENTATION; 
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"TO: EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
KABUL 


"AIDE MEMOIPZ 

"IN CONNECTION WITH THE TALKS OF THE FIRST DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTRY OF DRA IT K J. FPU 
AMSTUTZ, CHARGE D'AFFAIRES OF THE U. S. EMBASSY IN KA?"L 
ON JULY 23, 1979, AND THE (LATTER'S) RELATED AIDE TEMCIPE, 
THE CONCERN OF U. S. AUTHORITIES REGARDING THE IF. CITIZENS If 
KABUL AND THEIR PLACES OF WORK IN OTHER REGIONS (OF AFGHAN- 
ISTAN) , AND THE EVACUATION OF SOME OF THEM FRO" KABUL HAS *5 
ACCEPTABLE REASON. 

"THE SITUATION IN KABUL AND IN OTHE^ PLACES OF THE IF • 0 
IS CALM AND SECURITY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. NECESSARY 
SEC IF IT Y MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION OF FCPEIGV MIE^I'V- 
AND THEIR NATIONALS HAVE BEEN ADOPT EDALONG AGO. 

"NONE OF T HB COT HER FOREIGN MISSIONS HAVE YET SHOWN SUCH 
A CONCERN, AND THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IS THE FIRST TO TAKE 
THE LEAD IN THIS CASE. THIS MEASURE OF THE U. S. EMBASSY 
WILL CREATE NEGATIVE ANXIETIES AND PROPAGANDA WHICH WILL 
HELP THE GOALS OF T HE ENEMIES OF THE REVOLUTION AND THE 
PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN. 

"THIS FLAN COULD HAVE WORKED OUT IN A CALM AND OUIET 
TORM WITHOUT BEING PUBLICIZED J BUT, BEFORE THE DEPARTURE 
.O F THE EVACUEES, PROPAGANDIST IC SOURCES HAVE ALREADY TAKEN 
'fj^TO MAKE PROPAGANDA REGARDING THEIR LEAVING. THIS 
ACT OF YOUR EMBASSY CAN BE CONSIDERED AGAINST THE SPIRIT 
AND WISH OF DRA FOR MAINTAINING NORMAL FRIENDLY RELATIONS 
WITH THE UNITED STATES." 

END OF TEXT. 

13. COMMENT: THE DRA CLEARLY RESENTS OUR EVACUATION 
DECISION, REGARDING IT AS A HOSTILE POLITICAL ACT. WE DO 
NOT EXPECT ANY SPECIFIC RETRIBUTION AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER. 

14. IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY AND VULNERABILITY OF OUR 
CURRENT EVACUATION OPERATION, THE EMBASSY HOPES THAT USG 
SPOKESMEN WILL BE CAREFUL ABOUT HOW THIS EVACUATION IS 
HANDLED. WE WERE PARTICULARLY DISTRESSED TO NOTE THAT THE 
RECENT "WASHINGTON POST" REPORT ON AFGHANISTAN CITING US 
OFFICIAL SOURCES AND IMPLYING POSSIBLE EMBASSY KABUL CON- 
TRIBUTIONS (STATE 190634) APPEARED AT APPROXIMATELY THE 

SAME TIME AS OUR EVACUATION DECISION. THIS COINCIDENCE 
COM PL I CAT ED OUR RELATIONS WITH THE DRA SINCE THEY' SEEMED 
. TO TIE THE TWO TOGETHER. AMSTUTZ 
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~ ENTIRE TEXT) 


l* OTHER MISSIONS H-P^“ T niXECTLY 4 US AND A NUMBS? 

VASILY SAF70NCHUK AHd“t\'DIcc"T^V ~v STEP-COUNSELOR 

FCHtlC'LAU, VAc opOSA’Ly' vnTTuIt-n^L.H” AMBASSADOR HSRMASS 
ART ICILATL IVRORT V'^SOW-'^^-X -?I' 1 ? RILy 3Y A DESIRE TO 
Sn'JLTAN-Oliav .|. T rJep^tsI L!I™,“I S _ xK AFGHANISTAN, V. HIL r 
POLITICAL sotvrro^r C ?S ! EFFORTS TO FIND A 

DOMESTIC DIFFIOttTIFc. 'ey COIN " 9 C - CI,: ^'S 

t u at it vac «. - ,: T ;x:* r 1 so , Moscow pos^i^l 7 pvi rnre 

a K^ci'J: P 42 : ^ATIVES FUTURE POLimSV " may^ 

CP IT 10 1 S r i STIXi-.img F0R 0iF L£CTI\'3 ANY FOREIGN 

EVENT 2 ALL Y DECIDE APE^NECESSA^Y.’ ACTI0WS T Hl s °VIFTS MIGHT 

a^on? iTTrfii Ai ^‘ ELEVENTH- HOUR ATT~ M Pt 70 

TO FA^URF, 0 n” L 5 AST 0 O^ M 12 THE ONGOING STRIFE IS DOOMED 
IMF nZPapTMpr qp D p T M- yt!tct-d' /A ^ t ^ K*Y INGREDIENT -• 
LNATTAI NAPL^r V-v^twEI pqc IS IaL^ FIZULLAH AMIN — MAY BF 
:ay 7 ill ?E'*twmiY ~ S A S f f^SKSBE* ! fforts ~ VHIC « 

FOR_A FUTURE SOVIET CLAIM TKAT^MOermPn i^- THS GROUNDWORK 

POV-R TO NEGOT I AT R A P c A C t F I / L L 2 P 2 t,X P “EVERYTHING IN ITS 

DOME ST IC CO NFL I CT , A ND T FAT ^ HAT =2^ J ?« 0F AFGHANISTAN'S 

TAKEN V ILL EE JUSTIFIED =? T a - ml' li-l FE ^SPS MAY SF 

PROTECT A' HAT IT VIEWS As“lTS L^??tm?tf r^fr' JIREMENTS T0 

11 b L-oIT IMATE, IMPORTANT INTERESTS. 


2 Q 0 


v IT H PINGI A ^n T TuI T “ A f2 0 ' ICHI, ' / ’ S MISSION FILL 'lE'T 

- Af.D THAT, AS A RESULT, AN ENHANCED 

'»> O T H .-s ~ 


Fra 5 T KEF?'' r Y ^V0L \r~TNT JTt 1 r) TH7 ' - LITARY 
CS this DPAKA’S demohche^J “e® \ w«o Y y H£ SALIEST mature 


INFOEE^Hs” 1 AND VS” W 5rjpi' S 55SS dr = . S ^f --CIS ION TO 
THAT THE AUSTRIANS »' * »« in VeuVe* ‘ c^jL J^-’ 7 (V - AR ~ A,, 'A°E 

PAKISTANIS K1V~ N?'i' sps- .riACK, INDIANS, AND 

P.ND IKDIRECTiV T «5..^ P oH^J , !i® > .» -I^CTLY 3Y VASILY SAFRONCHHK 
"NFGOT IAT IONS” ■ ‘ IT 2" T H r A ?4 5 n~ 7“ ~ T OF KOFCOV *S 
POLITICAL EASE” FOP T T ?.n A "EPOADENED 

ALTERATION in the P.^hHAPS, COSMETIC 

a desire to "LE«iTni7ir«'(..°A T l^ u i: A n .hii D ;^5 HIP » - : as probably 

THE soviets ,-JAY P..R SuFt ?- P V AC ™ ONS AND POLICIES 

MOSCOf-S JUSTIFIA5L- CON-omT ^a^tak. ^ stressing 
BOPDEPING ON ITS CUN I(J C s?,q;..- 1 - y IN A COl'KTFY 

^PUBLICS, A® ?Y riPKASriNG CENTRAL ASIAN 

"FRATERNAL” PARTY CL • c T 3 }^ ..pT^E^ J~ D B J° S'JPPOFT A 
H'ORLO RAISE GUEST 1 0N3 =>™rtlen r m S T u - -■ ot u PARTIES *« THE 

MEW AND RESOLVE TO TH^'soriAl T«f' S2V1 - T COflMIT- 

MAKING a CASE THAT THFIk"im-»- rrJSc' ) 9 TH: - ? ^VIETS APE 
ALBEIT PERHAPS NOT VITAL t --i/ Saw - 1 51 AK A?S SIGNIFICANT, 

OF A 'MAJOR POWER TO TA?£t. wrl-' 4^1 "i V - 1 H£ ^IOHT" 

THESE INTERESTS. (L^ ll'^ap V, f “ C ^ ?SAPY TO PROTECT 

SO FAR AT LEAST, AP* -^SCO^I A! ' D ^HVIESAH, 

PROTECT ITS CONSIDERABLE IM^^rr 2 Z?I — * T0 
COUNTRY AND AN U ND ER ST A \JD A C J r'V-Vcv ~ f ^ I ^ THIS 

CONSEQUENCES IN THE' t NT - R f : at I n i’ a'* ' 1 a - - A Ki I ^ ,o 0 SST ?L Y IM3APPAS C I 
DF A V'Ofl n WAT. n ;‘:M Iu r L A ’‘HIGH THE FALL OF THE 


V 


THEIR REPORTED ^'FFOH^S ~ Y V ’ IDZLY "PnELICIEr.’S 

T- DOME ST IC STRIFE HErs ^ ^ IT I CAL SOLUTION TO* 

T'-': BROtfNDVvOR Y FO D 3 ta ■' tuat - ' H ^ r ~ ALSO LAYING 

'• c'.'Fx RESOLUTION S^DH4 T n-2:. c :.:^;;;;'- T ;- LY 3 -ipes A 

C‘ ’'STEERABLE EFFOPT — ^KD » IS E; - PRf! " ING 
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SECRET SECTION 2 OF 2 KABUL 5627 

£ * HIS RELATIVELY OVERT SOVIET APPROACH TO US ANn rfpr rcru 
TAT IVES OF AFGHANISTAN’S REGIONAL NEIGHBORS COULD WEL1 BF ATMim 
AT HEADING OFF ANY OBJECTIONS TO A HEIGHTENED SOVIET PRESfS^ 

™ WIS COUNTRY,. SHOULD SAFRONCHUK'S EFFORTS TO REAChTIm - 

g^sS^T- NOT^THE^LEAST^OF 

re "-"S E ;n NS t W he 0UL u? S ! E at A 

nro^nwirn A Y E LITTLE DOUBT THAT MOSCOW WOULD GENUINELY LIKE TO 
DISCOVER A POLITICAL MEANS TO GUARANTEE THE FUTURE OF a 

T^KE^OUR^IS | A fi?r R Fnn°cf,r LY SECURE MARXIST REGIME IN KABUL. 

* s LATE FOR SUCH AN EFFORT, HOWEVER. AND IT rnm n 

TING LITT^^Mnp^TUAM^ IS 0N A MISSION IMPOSSIBLE" REPRESEN- 
TING LITTLE MORE THAN A LAST-DITCH TRY AT fONWTNP imp tuc* 

ORDER IS MOST D nRq?puJD^ NG,, T 0 PUT THEIR DOMESTIC HOUSE IN 
ORDER. MOST OBSERVERS, APPARENTLY INCLUDING THF qoutftc 

rccrnrf MINIMUM NECESSARY TO DEFUSE THE OPPOSITION 

EFFECTIVELY WOULD BE THE DEPARTURE (PREFERABLY FFFT f rp ct \ 

SA^IeR^cSnS 

^s^; s iI e s^aS- 
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8* THE SOVIETS WERE PROBABLY AWARE OF THE VIRTUAL FUTILITY 
OF SAFRONCHUK'S TASK (ASSUMING MOSCOW IS UNWILLING TO HAR- 
KEN BACK TO THE STALIN DAYS AND ELIMINATE AMIN THEMSELVES), 

BUT FOR THE REASONS CITED ABOVE, HIS "NEGOTIATING" EFFORT 
HAD TO BE MADE AND GIVEN CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY \PR I OR TO 
ANY FURTHER ESCALATION OF SOVIET STEPS TO PROP UP THE DRA 
REGIME. THE SOVIETS MAY HAVE FELT THAT IF AMIN COULD BE 
PERSUADED TO ACCEPT "HONORABLE EXILE," PERHAPS IN A DACHA 
OUTSIDE TASHKENT, SO MUCH THE BETTER. IF HE COULD NOT, HOW- 
EVER, MOSCOW WOULD FORGE AHEAD WITH WHATEVER SUPPORT WOULD 
BE NECESSARY TO "GUARANTEE" THE SURVIVAL OF THE AFGHAN 
REVOLUTION. ANY ENHANCED SUPPORT — BY VIRTUE OF THE 
GROUNDWORK ALREADY PREPARED WITH US AND AFGHANISTAN’S RE- 
GIONAL NEIGHBORS — WOULD THEREFORE, BE "ACCEPTABLE" IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL ARENA, SINCE IT WOULD SERVE TO PROTECT IMPORTANT 
AND LEGITIMATE SOVIET INTERESTS, A RESPONSIBILITY WHICH NO 
GOVERNMENT IN MOSCOW COULD BE EXPECTED TO SHIRK. 

9. ONE COULD ARGUE, OF COURSE, THAT THE SOVIETS, IF THEIR 
"GOOD-OFFICES" ARE REBUFFED BY AMIN, COULD DECIDE TO WITH- 
HOLD FURTHER ASSISTANCE AND LEAVE THE DRA AT THE MERCY OF 
THE INSURGENTS. WE SERIOUSLY DOUBT THAT SUCH AN EVENTUAL- 
ITY IS PROBABLE, NOT ONLY BECAUSE THE USSR DOES INDEED HAVE 
IMPORTANT INTERESTS AT STAKE IN AFGHANISTAN, BUT ALSO BECAUSE 
RECENT INFORMATION HERE POINTS TO A GROWING SOVIET PROFESSIONAL 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE ACTUAL CARRYING OUT OF ANTJ -INSURGENCY 
MILITARY OPERATIONS, A DEVELOPMENT WHICH DOES NOT POINT TO AN 
IMMINENT ABANDONMENT OF THE DRA. 


10* THE CURRENT STATUS OF SAFRONCHflK" "PFAf*F mtcPtah* * *• 
UNKNOWN. SAFRONCHUK HIMSELF HAS BEEN INDllpOSED^HE^AST^FW 
DAYS WITH ’STOMACH PROBLEMS," BUT W HET HER T HI S SUGGEST S^A 

PERI0D Is impossible to say. scwiIsau corisirs 

HIS BRIEFING- OF FOREIGN EMBASSIES REGARDING SAFRONCHHK's^^ 
MISSION. BASED ON HINTS IN PUBLIC SPEECHES, AND ON SCHW if SAll'c 
PERIPATETIC CALLS, WE ARE VIRTUALLY CERTAIN THAT THirnfiXifSS 0 S 
REGARDING SAFRONCHUK'S ACTIVITIES HAS LONG AGO REACHED 
55 RS * A® WE CANNOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILrTY THAT sSSoScHOS 

coimp*^^^ BROACHED THE ISSUE OF AMIN'S DEPARTURE WITH THF 
FRIME MINISTER HIMSELF. NONETHELESS THE CCNTTMiirnT 

SUGG* ST N T HAT Iff AND SCHWIE SAU ! S ONGOING ACTIVITY^ 

A^^H CT AT T ^TJiE%E S CE^rPM C E H 2T^ C ^? R ^ flS EME 0 LE Yn 

QUESTS 

^I^Firv^LEl^^^ S^.°SeB5Se ' 

REMAINS*™ b f E cf 1 2° UE ,”f OT 0F 1 HI S PARTICULAR DRAMA PROBABLY 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN, V/E ANTICIPATE, HOWEVER THAT an ruuAtirrn 

SOVIET ROLE WILL PROBABLY EMPEGE AS A RESULT O^AMiM M?® 

TRANSIGENCE, AND MOSCOW'S P0SSI3LY REACHING THE CONCMIFTnN that 

THEIR OPTIONS ARE SEVERELY RESTRICT EDA ND I HATE^N Vf ^Im£ 

ssi;s“ ,s 15 °« e le » « fS’-u" 1 * 

3T 
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E.OX12065* RDS-1 7/26/99 (FLATIN, BRUCE A.) Off- 1*/ 
TAGS* AEMR, PEPR, AF f UR, US, PK, IR, CH > 

SUBJECT* IS) DEMARCHE TO SOVIET AMBASSADOR AT Ktftfcl 
TION OF AMERICAN DEPENDENTS 

REFS* (A) MOSCOW 18979, (B) STATE 189714 


1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT.) 


ABOUT/EVAi 





2. SUMMARY! DURING THE CHARGE'S CALL ON THE SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR CONCERNING THE AMERICAN EVACUATION FROM KABUL, 
AMBASSADOR PUZANOV REFLECTED THE IRRITATION OF THE AFGHAN AUTHOR- 
ITIES OVER THE USG PUBLICITY ATTENDING THIS OPERATION. PUZANOV 
ALSO COMMENTED ON AFGHAN EFFORTS TO TRIM THE SIZE OF THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY AT KABUL. END SUMMARY. 

3. ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1979, THE CHARGE CALLED ON 
ALEXANDER M. PUZANOV, SOVIET AMBASSADOR AT KABUL AND DEAN 
OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS. THE CHARGE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY 
THE A/D CM. 

4 . THE CHARGE EXPLAINED THAT HE WAS SEEING PUZANOV AT THE 
INSTRUCTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. HE OBSERVED THAT 
A SIMILAR DEMARCHE HAD BEEN CONDUCTED EARLIER BY OUR 
EMBASSY IN MOSCOW WITH THE SOVIET MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. (REFTEL A). THE CHARGE WENT OVER THE TALKING POINTS 
SUGGESTED IN REFTEL B, LEAVING AN INFORMAL COPY WITH THE SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR. 


& 


it 

J|i 


™ AMKED THE ch *R6E for his presentation, but 

STATED THAT HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND "YOUR WORRY ABOUT PO- 
n«ML HARM TO YOUR CITIZENS HERE." WHEN THE CHARGE REPLIED 
THAT, ACCORDING TO INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY, THERE HAD BEEN A WORSENING OF THE INSURRECTION IN 
THE AFGHAN COUNTRYSIDE, PUZANOV INTERRUPTED TO SAY THAT WAS 

® WAS WONDERING WHY THE AMERICAN EMBASSY 
WAS CONCERNED THAT THERE MIGHT BE POSSIBLE HARM TO ITS 
CITIZENS DURING THE EVACUATION OPERATIONS. 

$. THE CHARGE REPLIED THAT WE HOPED THAT THE DR A WOULD NOT 
£AND IN THEIR WAY. THE CHARGE EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD SEEN 
F0 REIGN MINISTER DOST ON JULY 23, AS A MATTER OF 
COURTESY, TO EXPLAIN THE U.S. EVACUATION DECISION. HE 
TOLD PUZANOV THAT HE HAD MADE TWO POINTS CLEAR TO DOST: 

CA) THE EVACUATION DECISION WAS NOT POLITICALLY MOTIVATED, 
?£ PRECAUTIONARY, REFLECTING USG CONCERN OVER 

THE SECURITY OF AMERICAN DEPENDENTS; 

<B> THE USG WOULD NOT SEEK PUBLICITY CONCERNING THIS 
ACTION, BUT, IF ASKED, WOULD HAVE TO RESPOND TRUTHFULLY, 

BUT IN A LOW-KEY FASHION. 

, T RE c R ft RGE WENT ON TO EXPLAIN TO PUZANOV IN SOME DETAIL 
HOW THE INFORMATION CAME OUT AT THE JULY 23 PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT. HE TOLD PUZANOV THAT DOST CALLED 
H?, 1 * 0N JU - Y 24TH C0 COMPLAIN ABOUT THIS PUBLICITY, NOTING 
THAT THE CHARGE HAD ASSURED HIM THE PREVIOUS DAY THAT THE 

IIS 01 * 0 N0T INITIATE ANY. THE CHARGE OBSERVED THAT DOST 
STRESSED TWO POINTS IN THIS MEETING: 


CA) THAT THERE WERE NO SECURITY PROBLEMS IN KABUL OR ELSE- 
WHERE IN THE COUNTRY, AND 

VERY FACT THAT THE AMERICANS ARE MOVING OUT CREATES 
A FALSE IMPRESSION" TO THE WORLD 


8. fl£ A NOV THEN CHANGED THE SUBJECT, NOTING THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN AN AFGHAN RADIO BROADCAST ON JULY 24TH STATING THAT 
THE DRA HAD PROPOSED A REDUCTION IN THE U. S. EMBASSY STAFF. 
THE CHARGE OBSERVED THAT, ALTHOUGH DOST HAD MADE SOME VAGUE 
ALLUSION TO POSSIBLE STAFF CUT -BACKS FOR VARIOUS EMBASSIES 
IN KABUL DURING THE FIRST CONVERSATION, ON JULY 23RD, HE DID 
NOT MENTION THAT SUCH A DIPLOMATIC NOTE WAS ON THE WAY IN 
.THE JXY 24TH CONVERSATION. 


9. THE CHARGE OBSERVED THAT THE TEXT OF THE AFGHAN NOTE 
SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS A CIRCULAR NOTE; THEREFORE, THE 
AMERICAN DID NOT KNOW WHETHER OTHER EMBASSIES, SUCH 
AS THE SOVIET EMBASSY, HAD ALSO RECEIVED COPIES. PUZANOV 
REPLIED THAT HE HAD ONLY LOOKED AT THOSE NOTES WHICH HAD 
ARRIVED AT HIS EMBASSY UP UNTIL NOON OF JULY 24TH, AND HE 
HAD NOT YET SEEN ANY SUCH NOTE. 


10. THE CHARGE NOTED THAT THE SUBSEQUENT AFGHAN MEDIA TREAT- 
MENT ABOUT THE NOTE IMPLIED THAT IT APPLIED ONLY TO THE AMERICAN 
MISSION. HE EXPRESSED REGRET OVER THE DRA’S ACTION AND OB- 
SERVED THAT THE DRA SEEMED TO BE OVERREACTING TO THE EVA- 
CUATION DECISION. THE CHARGE RECALLED THAT OFFICERS OF THIS 
EMBASSY HAD OFTEN TOLD AFGHAN AND SOVIET OFFICIALS THAT THE 
U.S. IS GIVING NO HELP TO THE REBEL SIDE, BUT WE CONTINUE 
TO SEE VEILED HINTS IN THE AFGHAN MEDIA ABOUT ALLEGED 
AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT. 


11. THE CHARGE OBSERVED THAT HIS MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENT 
WAS ONE MORE SAD MOMENT IN THE RECENT HISTORY OF AFGHANISTAN. 
1C RECALLED THAT TWO YEARS AGO, AFGHANISTAN HAD FRIENDLY, 

GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALMOST EVERY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. NOW, 
FIFTEEN MONTHS AFTER THE KHALQI REVOLUTION, IT STILL HAS 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE USSR, BUT BAD RELATIONS WITH ITS 
THREE OTHER NEIGHBORS, CHINA, PAKISTAN, AND IRAN. FURTHER- 
MORE, THE KHALQI REGIME IS WORSENING ITS RELATIONS WITH 
TIE U.S. FOR THAT MATTER, HE OBSERVED, AFGHAN RELATIONS 
WITH THE REST OF THE WESTERN COUNTRIES DO NOT SEEM TO BE- 
ALL THAT GOOD EITHER. THE CHARGE TOLD PUZANOV THAT HE DID 
NOT KNOW WHERE ALL OF THIS WOULD END. HE WONDERED WHETHER 
BT 
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DEPARTMENlf ™ ESE «E0 UNDER THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 
TA*nrr*?m!!®yi INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, ELECTED AT THIS POINT 
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A 59^ REPLIED THAT HE HAD "ONLY THE SLIGHTEST INTERECT- 
*5*1*® S , KE 0E THE AMERICAN EMBASSY’S STAFF. HE EXPLAINED 
erJlS*^ TH0UGH HIS 0WN D I SOMATIC STAFF HAD INCREASED CON- 

SUPPORT^* REOHTfiFMFiiTc^^TucDr^ 0 ^ T ° MEEl INCREA SED ADVISORY 
THe P 25?.*55 Q HJ REME:WrS » THERE HAD BEEN NO INCREASE AT ALL IN 
EMBASSY’S TECHNICAL AND SUPPORT STAFF. FOR 
EXAMPLE* EXPLAINED PUZANQV, HIS EMBASSY IS CURRENT! Y rfj vtupm 

KJjfJEFK 52 i 6INEERS assigned to mbu: Aun5^paut? 

PO UND^n MR T 2a ^rur fd ^ np r A R APARTMENT HOUSE IN THE SOVIET COM- 
TMAT D 4i > TSin2u T i^S t . F ? E E TIME * AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE, HE STATED 
^TF^ru?i U nDrL^5 E ^ BEEN AN IWCRE ASE IN THE NUMBER OF 
ffw « THE S0VIET SCHOOL STILL GOT 

»£“{«; depending for the™ ofS assigned 

KFKP THAT ™ E S0VIET MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND FINANCE WRE SO "STINGY" THAT IT TOOK A "TON 

Stoat GE ^ ANYTHING EXTRA OUT OF THEM FOR ADMINI- 

STRATIVE SUPPORT | THEREFORE, HE RARELY TRIED. 

14* RETURNING AGAIN TO THE EVACUATION QUESTION PII7ano\/ 

2™®;* K HAVING PROMISES THA? U T E SR? N io5L U D A BE V NO 

THAT THE PUB LICITY HAD APPEARED ON THE 
RAINB Ho5 ?HIS^AD M?Pfe5^ IEO ™ AT HAD ALREADY EX ’ 

0n*nfmHH?wI£!! SS!L2LI 0 »2? d 5 ess the charge's comments 

AND A CHINA IS ME W |inT?S R |5?i M 2w E t A n 0,,S WIIH PAKISTAN, IRAN, 
tri i nu ?!!«*• ?21E° THAT ^ THREE COUNTRIES HAD BEEN 

Ara^MN?CT»M PO t™^n 0 L£* TERWEMrIO,, AND AGGRESSION AGAINST 
T«fT AM {2 r t2u2°!!5 rED n?0 " IHEIR TERRITORIES.* HE NOTED 

•WIDE STFp£ I ?n°T..££!£. S J P?2 V0CATI0NS ' AFGHANISTAN WAS TAKING 

TO IMPROVE ITS RELATIONS WITH ITS NEIGHBOR*? 

t»W5R||l?i- S PAKT5r4Mrc P c?? t Ia * AMABAI> » AND OBSERVED 

■Hn ,!Jr’* AFQHANS AWD PAKISTANIS STILL APPEAR TO BE PREPARING 

° F M *IST AR I SDN 


16. WITH REFERENCE TO IRAN, PUZANOV RECALLED THAT PRESIDENT 
TARAKI AND PRIME MINISTER AMIN HAD RECENTLY STATED THAT THEY 
WERE READY TO EXTEND A HAND OF FRIENDSHIP TO IRAN, IN SPITE 
OF THE LATTER'S INTERVENTION POLICIES. 

17. PUZANOV THEN TURNED TO AFGHAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS, NOTING 
THAT THE AFGHANS HAD BEEN TRYING TO IMPROVE THIS RELATION- 
SHIP, IN SPITE OF APPARENT OPPOSITION ON THE AMERICAN SIDE, 

SUCH AS THE US DECISION TO CUT OFF AID. HE NOTED THAT THREE 
AFGHAN MINISTERS HAD ATTENDED THE AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CELEBRATION, OBSERVING THAT THAT SIGNIFIED A STRONG AFGHAN 
DESIRE TO DEMONSTRATE ITS DESIRE FOR GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
AMERICA. THE CHARGE REPLIED THAT WE HAD NOTED AND APPRECIATED 
HAVING THREE MINISTERS AT THE RECEPTION, BUT THAT THE USG 
LOOKS FOR MORE IMPORTANT, CONCRETE SIGNS THAT THE AFGHANS 
REALLY INTEND FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U.S. 

18. AS AN FXANFLE OF AN IMPORTANT AREA IN WHICH THE AFGHAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS NOT AT ALL BEEN HELPFUL, THE CHARGE CITED 
THE FRUSTRATING INVESTIGATION OF THE DEATH OF AMBASSADOR 
DUBS. NOTING THAT THERE WERE SEVERAL MYSTERIOUS ASPECTS 

OF THIS CASE WHICH NEEDED TO BE CLARIFIED, THE CHARGE REGRETTED 
THAT THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT HAD NOT EVEN BOTHERED TO REPLY TO 
OUR LAST FOUR DIPLOMATIC NOTES ON THIS SUBJECT. HE EXPLAINED 
THAT AMONG THE BASIC PROBLEMS IN THIS INVESTIGATION ARE SOME 
GRAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WEAPONS INVOLVED. THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY HAD ASKED TO SEE THE WEAPONS, BUT HAD BEEN REFUSED. 

THE EMBASSY SUBSEQUENTLY HAD ASKED FOR TEST-FIRED BULLETS 
FROM THE WEAPONS, BUT THAT REQUEST HAD BEEN IGNORED. A SO- 
CALLED "OFFICIAL REPORT" ABOUT THE INCIDENT LISTED FOUR 
WEAPONS FOUND BY THE AFGHAN AUTHORITIES AT T HE SCENE. NONE 
OF THEM COULD HAVE PRODUCED THE .22 CALIBER BULLETS THAT 
KILLED AMBASSADOR DUBS. THE CHARGE TXD PUZANOV THAT WE 
HAD ASKED THE DRA FOR AN EXPLANATION OF THIS DISCREPANCY, 

BUT HAD NEVER RECEIVED AN ANSWER. 

BT 
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E, 0. 1200* RDS-1 7/26/99 (FLATIN, BRUCE A* ) OR-M 

19* AMBASSADOR PUZANOV MADE NO COMMENT ABOUT THE DUBS CASE, 
BUT OBSERVED THAT "SIGNS MUST BE SHOWN BY BOTH SIDES*" IN 
THIS CONNECTION, HE ONCE AGAIN COMPLAINED ABOUT USG PUBLICITY 
ABOUT THE EVACUATION, OBSERVING THAT THE "FORTHCOMING" AFGHAN 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE US DOES NOT DESERVE SUCH A REACTION, 

THE CHARGE REPLIED THAT THAT IS A MATTER FOR THE USG TO 
DECIDE. PUZANOV ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THAT WAS INDEED THE 
BUSINESS OF THE USG. HE WENT ON, HOWEVER, TO ADD THAT, AL- 
THOUGH HE WAS NOT GOING TO ADVISE US, IT WAS HIS OBSERVATION 
THAT IN DIPLOMATIC PRACTICE THERE MUST BE A MUTUAL APPROACH 
TOWARD GOOD RELATIONS. PUZANOV' CITED THE SALT II PROCESS 
IN THIS CONNECTION. HE SAID THAT 1C HAD SEEN A SOVIET PRESS 
REPORT OF SECRETARY VANCE* S MOST RECENT SPEECH ON SALT II, 

AND HAD FOUND IT "BRILLIANT AND CONVINCING." 

20. RETURNING FINALLY TO THE BASIC SUBSTANCE OF THE DEMARCHE 
ITSELF, PUZANOV SAID, "WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR APPEAL TO US 
ABOUT THE EVACUATION SECURITY, IT*S MISPLACED." HE EX- 
PRESSED HIS CONFIDENCE THAT THE AFGHANS WOULD MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO HELP. THE CHARGE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE EVACUA- 
TION WOULD RECEIVE AFGHAN ASSISTANCE AND UNDERSTANDING. 


£1. TURNING TO PUZANOV S COMMENTS ABOUT IRANIAN AND PAKISTANI 
INTERVENTION IN AFGHAN AFFAIRS, THE CHARGE OBSERVED THAT 
SUCH ALLEGED AGREESSION HAS NOT YET BEEN PROVED. HE NOTED 
THAT IF THE DRA HAS ANY PROBLEM, IT’S WITH ITS OWN PEOPLE. 

PtEANOV DECLARED THAT THERE IS DEFINITE EVIDENCE OF FOREIGN 
INTERVENTION, DECLARING, "IF IT REALLY ONLY INVOLVED A 
PROBLEM WITH THE AFGHANPEOPLE, WHY SHOULD THE DRA SAY THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN INTERVENTION?" PUZANOV VENT ON TO STATE THAT 
PAKISTANI INTERVENTION IN PARTICULAR WAS "UNDENIABLY EVI- 
DENT." HE OBSERVED, HOWEVER, THAT CURRENT HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS 
BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN ARE A GOOD IDEA, COMMENTING 
"LET THEM DECIDE IT." PUZANOV ALSO HOPED THAT THE AFGHANS 
AND IRANIANS COULD WORK OUT THEIR PROBLEMS, OBSERVING 
THAT THIS WOULD HELP MAINTAIN PEACE IN THIS REGION OF 
THE WORLD. 

22. IN CONCLUSION, PUZANOV MENTIONED A FEW DETAILS OF THE 
CURRENT SOVIET ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN AFGHANISTAN. HE STATED 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAD NOW ALLOCATED $1.5 BILLION IN 
CREDITS FOR THE AFGHAN FIVE-YEAR PLAN. >£ FURTHER CON- 
FIRMED THAT APPROXIMATELY 1,500 AFGHAN STUDENTS ARE BEING 
TRAINED IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

23. COMMENT* I FOUND IT NOTEWORTHY THAT PUZANOV, w UNLIKE 
HIS COLLEAGUE IN MOSCOW (REFTEL A), DID NOT REJECT MY 
DEMARCHE AS UNDULY INVOLVING THE SOVIETS IN A BILATERAL 
US- AFGHAN MATTER. INDEED, PUZANOV APPEARED TO BE REMARKABLY 
INTERESTED IN SUBJECTS WHICH WOULD NOT ORDINARILY BE THE 
BUSINESS OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY, SUCH AS OUR PUBLCIZING 

u THE EVACUATION OPERATION AND THE SIZE OF OUR EMBASSY STAFF. 

| HE DOES NOT ALWAYS TAKE PAINS TO CONCEAL HIS ROLE AS SOVIET 

p PROCONSUL HERE. 

24. I ALSO FOUND IT INTERSTING THAT PUZANOV DID NOT ELECT 
TO ARGUE WITH ME THAT MY EVACUATION DECISION WAS WRONG. 

25. FINALLY, I WOULD LIKE TO MENTION THAT ON THE BACK OF THE SOFA 
ON WHICH I WAS SEATED, THERE WAS PLACED PROMINETLY A 9-INCH 
"SPEAKER", ONE I HAD NEVER SEEN THERE ON MY PREVIOUS CALLS. 

I CAN ONLY WONDER WHETHER IT WAS SOME CRUDE KIND OF MICROPHONE. 
AMSTUTZ 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 7-28-85 (TAYLOR, JAMES £.) OR-P 
TAGS: PGOV , PINS, AF 

SUBJECT: (LOU) AMIN GIVEN MORE DIRECT ROLE IN PROSECUTING 
COUNTERINSURGENCY 


1. (C) SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER AMIN HAS BEEN GIVEN A 
MORE DIRECT ROLE IN CARRYING OUT THE REGIME'S TRUGGLE 


AGAINST TEE DOMESTIC INSURGENCY, AS 
FOR DIRECTLY CONTROLLING AFFAIRS OF 
THIS ENHANCED POSITION SUGGESTS HIS 
SCENE IS NOT YET IMMINENT, ALTHOUGH 
THIS PARTICULAR DEVELOPMENT FITS IN 


WELL AS RESPONSIBILITY 
THE DEFENSE MINISTRY. 
DEPARTURE FROM THE 
IT IS UNCLEAR WHERE 
THE STILL UNFOLDING 


POLITICAL DRAMA HERE. END OF SUMMARY. 

2. (LOU) RADIO AFGHANISTAN, IN ITS FVENING NEWS BROAD- 
CAST ON JULY 27, CARRIED A ‘’DECREE** FROM PRESIDENT NOOR 
MOHAMMAD TARAKI WHICH APPEARS TO ENHANCE THE ROLE OF PRIME 
MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN IN COMBATTING THE DOMESTIC IN- 
SURGENCY. ACCORDING TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT, "THE CONTINUED 
AGGRESSION^ AGAINST AFGHANISTAN BY "PAKISTANI AND IRANIAN 
MILITIAMEN HAS REQUIRED TARAKI TO ASSUME PERSONAL LEADER- 
SHIP OF THE COUNTRY'S DEFENSE AND COMMAND OF THE ARMED 
FORCES. TARAKI, HOWEVER, HAS "ENTRUSTED" AMIN, IN ADDI- 
TION TO HIS OTHER DUTIES, WITH THE EXECUTION OF TARAKI 'S 
ORDERS, AND HAS INSTRUCTED THE PRIME MINISTER TO REPORT 
REGULARLY REGARDING PROGRESS IN THE COUNTER-INSURGENCY 
EFFORT. MOREOVER AMIN HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO "TAKE OVER" 
TEE AFFAIRS OF THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE UNDER TARAKI 'S 
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OVERALL COMMAND AND GUIDANCE. 

t»i iwl VHERE THIS PARTICULAR DEVELOPMENT FITS 

^rr^L CU 5P NTLY UNF0LI5INa POLITICAL DRAMA HERE IS STILL 

SEEMS FAIRLY CERTAIN, HOWEVER, IS THAT THE 
AUTHORITY AND, PERHAPS, POLITCIAL PRESTIGIE OF DEFENSE 
MINISTER MOHAMMAD ASLAM VATANJAR HAS BEEN DIMINISHED 
MANY OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT WATANJAR COULD PLAY A PROMINENT 
IN *« W ESTABLISH A MORE BROAMTUsS 0 R™ 

TABATI/AMIN riL 1 ?uS 0 2?i D I SEB M0RE national ist than the 

1 AKAKI/ AMIN TEAM — AND HIS FATE MAY PROVIDE HINTS RE&*pnTNr 
DIRECTIONS POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS MAY TAKE. ^RDING 

4. (C) AT A MINIMUM, THE ANNOUNCEMENT POINTS TO A LARGER 
AND MORE DIRECT ROLE FOR AMIN IN THE DRA*S ANTI— I NSURGENCY 
BATTLE, a POSITION WHICH SUGGESTS THAT AMIN 'S DEPARTURE^-- 

T0 ?i V JLZ E !» l' A J F0R S0ME S0RT OF "NATIONAL FRONT" REGIME 
7“ TET Immin FNT. UNCERTAINTIES CONCERNING THE 

LOYALTY AND MORALE OF THE ARMED FORCES COULD HAVE PROMPTED 

Imtw M pi'ruirT> I S! CE TEE DRA LEADERSE IP MAY HAVE FELT THAT 
AMIN, RATHER THAN PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER WATANJAR WITI RE 

MORE CAPABLE OF INSTILLING PROPER REVOLUTIONARY # ZEAL WITHIN 
THE WEARY AND HARD-PRESSED AFGHAN MILITARY FORCES AT THE 
TIME OF THE 1978 REVOLUTION, AMIN HAD MANY DIRECT PERSOwfl 
HILITAHT OFFICERS. MOST OF WHOM HE SaB PMS oSui" 
JJCWITED INTO THE PARTY. THE CURRENT STATE OF THOSE TIES 

lPmw””&o?S Tm 0F PDR3ES * ^^hoIn?t F . T an 0 b E in T 1?Ibilitt 
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SECRET TRIPOLI 1185 

E.O. I20OI XDS-1 7/29/99 (HOOPER, JAMES R.) OR-P 
TAGS! PEPR, LY, AF 

SUBJECT! (S) LIBYAN SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN REVOLUTIONARIES 





l. (S - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2# LIBYAN FOREIGN SECRETARIAT OFFICIAL HAS INFORMED US 
"CONFIDENTIALLY" THAT THE JAMAHIRI YAH IS PROVIDING SUPPORT 
TO MUSLIM REVOLUTIONARIES IN AFGHANISTAN. ASKED IF SUPPORT 
INCLUDED TRAINING FOR ANT I-TARAKI REBELS, SOURCE SAID THAT, 
WHILE LIBYANS HAVE CONTRIBUTED -QUARTER OF A MILLION DOLLARS" 
IN FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, HE WAS UNAWARE THAT TRAINING 
FACILITIES WERE BEING OFFERED TO THE REBELS. 

3. THE OFFICIAL RECALLED THAT LIBYAN DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH 
KABIL HAD BEEN "FROZEN* WHEN THE RED FLAGS WERE UNFURLED 
AFTER THE REVOLUTION AND THE NEW REGIME’S MARXIST ORIENTATION 
BECAME APPARENT. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT LIBYAN ASSISTANCE TO 
THE REBELS, FURTHERMORE, WAS A RATHER DELICATE SUBJECT IN 
CONTEXT OF TRIPOLI -MOSCOW RELATIONSHIP. THIS IN PART 
ACCOUNTED FOR RELATIVELY MODEST ATTENTION DEVOTED TO 

AFGHANISTAN BY LIBYAN MEDIA. 

* 

4* COMMENT l AT A TIME WHEN LIBYANS ARE PUBLICIZING THEIR 
SUPPORT FOR SANDANI ST AS AND NEW NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT, 
TRIPOLI’S COMMITMENT TO AFGHANI REBELS IS A USEFUL REMINDER 
THAT THE JAMAHIRI YAH* S REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES REFLECT 
SOME DEGREE OF CONSISTENCY, EVEN SOVIET CLIENT STATES 
ARE NOT EXEMPT FROM LIBYAN EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF NATIONAL 
LIBERATION GROUPS. 

QUINLAN 
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E. 0. 12065: GDS 7-24-85 (TAYLOR, JAMES E.) OR-P 
TAGS: PGOV, PINS, PINT, AF 

SUBJECT: CLOU) FURTHER DATA ON NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION 


REF: KABUL 5463 

1. (C) SUMMARY: FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE NATIONAL OR- 
GANIZATION FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION SUGGESTS THIS 
NEW BODY WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR BUILDING ENTHUSIASM FOR 
THE REGIME AMONG THE MASSES. THE ORGANIZATION WILL THEOR- 
ETICALLY BE SEPARATE FROM STATE AND PARTY HIERARCHIES, BUT 
WE ANTICIPATE THERE WILL BE CONSIDERABLE OVERLAP AMONG 
THESE VARIOUS BODIES. THE NEW ORGANIZATION DOES NOT APPEAR 
TO CONSTITUTE ANY FORM OF "UNITED FRONt." E D OF SUMMARY 


ARTICLE IN THE LATEST EDITION OF * KHALQ" NEWS- 
PAPER, THE WEEKLY ORGAN OF THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

or^y5, H S N l STAN (PDPA) * PROVIDES FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE 
RECENTLY ESTABLISHED "NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FO THE DE- 
FENSE OF THE REVOLUTION" (RtFTEL). ACCORDING TO THE RE- 
PORT, THE ORGANIZATION WAS FOUNDED IN ORDER, INTER ALIA. 
IiL?2!?5 AT INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL "REACTION," TO ESTABLISH A 

0F E X p L.OITATION OF MAN BY MAN, AND TO CREATE 
™2 TY ., AM0NG THE COUNTRY’S PROGRESSIVE FORCES. IN ADDITION, 
THE ORGANIZATION WILL OSTENSIBLY "UNIFY" THE EFFORTS OF 

M^^i ZATI0NS » SUCH ASs THE PDPAJ T HE WORKERS’ AND PEASANTS’ 
UNIONS; LOCAL COMMITTEES FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION; 
THE PARTY'S YOUTH AND WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS; AND, THE 
JOURNALISTS' AND EXPORT- IMPORT UNIONS. 

3. CLOU) AN ORGANIZATIONAL CONGRESS (INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE SIZE AND PROPOSED DATE FOR THE FIRST MEETING OF THIS 
BODY IS NOT MENTIONED) WILL ELECT A CENTRAL COUNCIL OF 
ABOUT 35-45 MEMBERS. FROM AMONG THESE REPRESENTATIVES. 

9-11 PERSONS WILL BE ELECTED TO AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
WHOSE CHAIRMAN WILL BE CHOSEN UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE PD PA. THE OVERALL ORGANIZATION WILL HAVE UNITS 
^JIjJ^^HED ON THE PROVINCIAL, CITY, DISTRICT, AND SUB- 
DISTRICT LEVELS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, AND THEY WILL BE 
INDEPENDENT OF, BUT WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH, THEIR RESPECTIVE 
STATE AND PARTY COUNTERPARTS. 


TO SUBMIT 
THE CLOCK 
IS HEADED 


4, (LOU) A "WORKING GROUP** HAS BEEN SET UP TO PREPARE 
PROPOSALS FOR THE FIRST CONGRESS AND ITS MEMBERSHIP, AND 

THESE TO THE PDPA POLITBURO WITHIN 20 DAYS (WHEN 
STARTED RUNNING IS NOT REVEALED). THIS GROUP 
BY ABDUL HAKIM SHARAEE JAUZJANI (MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE AND ATTORNEY GENERAL), AND HAS THE FOLLOWING MEM- 
BERS: MOHAMMAD SEDIQ ALEMYAR (MINISTER OF PLANNING), 

KHEYAL MOHAMMAD KATAWAZI (MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND 
CILTURE), ASSADULLAH AMIN (SECOND DEPUTY MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS), AND SALEH MOHAMMAD 
PAIROZ (DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS). 

5. (C) COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE ORGANIZATION’S SPECIFIC 
RESPONSIBILITIES REMAIN VERY VAGUE, IT APPARENTLY WILL 
BE CHARGED WITH DRUMMING UP SUPPORT AMONG THE PEOPLE FOR 
THE REGIME'S OVERALL PROGRAMS, ESPECIALLY THE FIGHT AGANIST 
INSURGENTS. THE BODY APPARENTLY, HOWEVER, IS NOT CHARGED 
WITH DIRECTLY PROSECUTING THE REGIME'S ANTI -INSURGENCY 
EFFORTS, AS THIS RESONSIB IL IT Y SEEMS TO REMAIN WITH THE 
HIGH COUNCIL FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE HOMELAND. WE ANTICI- 
PATE THAT THERE WILL BE A GREAT DEAL OF OVERLAP AMONG THE 
HIERARCHIES OF THE STATE, PARTY, AND "DEFENSE OF THE 
REVOLUTION" ORGANIZATIONS, BUT THE REGIME APPARENTLY FELT 
COMPELLED TO SET UP YET ANOTHER BODY WITH THE SPECIFIC 

JOB OF BREATHING SOME LIFE INTO WHAT MAY HAVE BEEN JUDGED 
AS FLAGGING MORALE AMONG THE REGIME’S SUPPORTERS, ESPECIALLY 
OUTSIDE THE CAPITAL. # 


6. (C) WHILE THIS PARTICULAR REPORT DOES CALL FOR THE 
UNITY" OF THOSE FORCES SUPPORTING THE REGIME, IN OUR VIEW 
THIS DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CALL FOR ANY "UNITED FRONT" 
WHICH PRESUMABLY WOULD ENCOMPASS ELEMENTS NOT CONSIDERED 
"NATURAL" SUPPORTS OF THE DRA. 


AMSTUTZ 
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1. (C) SUMMARY: further information os THE national 

GANIZAT ION FOR THE DEFiMSE Or TH. n^OaTI-^ ^ - 

NEW BODY WILL BE HESPON =L, FO, ^OI^NTHU-IA 
THE REGIME AMONG THw ..Ab r ; C_. *_■ - _ 0 , 0TV uttd A pqhIES, put 

WE ^AMT^IC IPATE^T HEReM/ILl'Ge^CONS IDER AELE 

if»i r&re of summary 
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0 GISTS THIS 
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2. (LOU) AN ARTICLE IN THE LATEST EDITION OF " KHALQ" NEWS- 
PAPER, THE WEEKLY ORGAN OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
OF AFGHANISTAN (PDPA), PROVIDES FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE 
RECENTLY ESTABLISHED "NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FO THE DE- 
FENSE OF THE REVOLUTION" CREFTEL). ACCORDING TO THE RE- 
PORT, THE ORGANIZATION WAS FOUNDED IN ORDER, INTER ALIA, 

TO COMBAT INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL "REACTION," TO ESTABLISH A 
SOCIETY FREE OF EXPLOITATION OF MAN BY MAN, AND TO CREATE 
UNITY AMONG THE COUNTRY'S PROGRESSIVE FORCES. IN ADDITION, 
THE ORGANIZATION WILL OSTENSIBLY "UNIFY" THE EFFORTS OF 
ORGANIZATIONS, SUCH AS: THE PDPA; THE WORKERS' AND PEASANTS' 
UNIONS; LOCAL COMMITTEES FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION; 
THE PARTY'S YOUTH AND WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS; AND, THE 
JOURNALISTS’ AND EXPORT-IMPORT UNIONS. 

3. (LOU) AN ORGANIZATIONAL CONGRESS (INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE SIZE AND PROPOSED DATE FOR THE FIRST MEETING OF THIS 
BODY IS NOT MENTIONED) WILL ELECT A CENTRAL COUNCIL OF 
ABOUT 35-45 MEMBERS. FROM AMO.NG- THESE REPRESENTATIVES, 

9-11 PERSONS WILL BE ELECTED TO AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
WHOSE CHAIRMAN WILL BE CHOSEN UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE PDPA. THE OVERALL ORGANIZATION WILL HAVE UNITS 
ESTABLISHED ON THE PROVINCIAL, CITY, DISTRICT, AND SUB- 
DISTRICT LEVELS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, AND THEY WILL BE 
INDEPENDENT OF, BUT WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH, THEIR RESPECTIVE 
STATE AND PARTY COUNTERPARTS. 
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4 . CLOU) A "WORKING GROUP" HAS BEE N SET UP TO PREPARE 
PROPOSALS FOR THE FIRST CONGRESS AND ITS MEMBER SHI P.^AND 
TO SUBMIT THESE TO THE PD PA POLITBURO WITHIN 20 DAYS (WHEN 
THE CLOCK STARTED RUNNING IS NOT REVEALED). THIS GROUP 
IS HEADED BY ABDUL HAKIM SHARAEE JAUZJANI (MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE AND ATTORNEY GENERAL) , AND HAS THE FOLLOWING MEM- 
BERS: MOHAMMAD SEDIQ ALEMYAR (MINISTER OF PLANNING), 

KHEYAL MOHAMMAD KATAWAZI (MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND 
ClLTlflE), ASSADULLAH AMIN (SECOND DEPUTY MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS), AND SALEH MOHAMMAD 
PAIROZ (DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS). 


5. (C) COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE ORGANIZATION’S SPECIFIC 
RESPONSIBILITIES REMAIN VERY VAGUE, IT APPARENTLY WILL 
BE CHARGED WITH DRUMMING UP SUPPORT AMONG THE PEOPL r FOR 
THE REGIME’S OVERALL PROGRAMS, ESPECIALLY THE FIGHT ^AGAN I ST 
INSURGENTS. THE BODY APPARENTLY, HOWEVER, IS NOT CHARGED 
WITH DIRECTLY PROSECUTING THE REGIME’S ANTI-INSURGENCY 
EFFORTS, AS THIS RESONSIBIL IT Y SEEMS TO REMAIN WITH THE 
HIGH COUNCIL FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE HOMELAND. WE ANTICI- 
PATE THAT THERE WILL BE A GREAT DEAL OF OVERLAP AMONG THE 
HIERARCHIES OF THE STATE, PARTY, AND "DEFENSE OF THE 
REVOLUTION" ORGANIZATIONS, BUT THE REGIME APPARENTLY FELT 
COMPELLED TO SET UP YET ANOTHER BODY WITH THE SPECIFIC 
JOB OF BREATHING SOME LIFE INTO WHAT MAY HAVE BEEN JUDGED 
AS FLAGGING MORALE AMONG THE REGIME’S SUPPORTERS. ESPECIALLY 
OUTSIDE THE CAPITAL. 


6. (C) WHILE THIS PARTICULAR REPORT DOES CALL FOR THE 
"UNITY” OF THOSE FORCES SUPPORTING THE REGIME, IN OUR VIEW 
THIS DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CALL FOR ANY "UNITED FRONT” 
WHICH PRESUMABLY WOULD ENCOMPASS ELEMENTS NOT CONSIDERED 
"NATURAL" SUPPORTS OF THE DR A. 

AMSTUTZ 

BT 
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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 5736 


CINCPAC ALSO FOR POL AD 


E.O. 12065 : GDS 7/29/85 (TAYLOR, JAMES E. ) OP-P 
TAGS: PINR , PINS, PINT, AF _ 

SUBJ: CLOU) CABINET RESHUFFLE UNLIKELY TO DEFUSe. 

OPPOSITION 


GROWING 


REF: KABUL 5 683 (NOTAL) 


U <C) SUMMARY: THE POTENTIALLY MOST SIGNIFICANT OF T HE NEW 
CABINET APPOINTMENTS IS HAFIZULLAH AMIN’S REL I NOIJI SHMENT 
OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO AND HIS APPARENT FUTURE 
ROLE AS ’’ACTING" DEFENSE MINISTER. THE OTHER PLAYERS APE 
XD FACES, AND IF THESE CHANGES WERE DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A 
MEANINGFUL "NEW LOOK" TO THIS EMBATTLED REGIME, THEY ARE 
IN THEMSELVES INADEQUATE TO PACIFY THE GROWING DOMESTIC 
OPPOSITION. END SUMMARY. 


2. (LOU) THE NEW COUNCIL OF MINISTER APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED 
JULY 28 ARE: DR. SHAH WALI (FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH) AS DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS; DR. SALEH MOHAMMAD ZIRI (FORMER MINISTER 

OF AGRICULTURE AND LAND REFORM) AS MINISTER OF PU3LIC HEALTH; 

DR. ABDUL RASHID JALILI (FORMER MINISTER OF EDUCATION) AS 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND LAND REFORM; MAJOR MOHAMMAD ASLAM 
WATANJAR (FORMER MINISTER OF DEFENSE) AS MINISTER OF INTERIOR; 
SHER JAN MAZDOORYAR (FORMER MINISTER OF INTERIOR) AS MINISTER 
OF FRONTIER AFFAIRS; SAHEB JAN SAHRAEE (FORMER MINISTER OF 
FRONTIER AFFAIRS) AS MINISTER WITHOUT , PORTFOLIO; AND , MOHAMMAD 
SALEM MASSOODI (FORMER AMBASSADOR TO BULGARIA AND, VERY BRIEFLY, 
FRANCE) AS MINISTER OF EDUCATION. 

3. (C) COMMENT: THE DRA * S PREVIOUS DAY’S ANNOUNCEMENT 
(REFTEL) THAT PRESIDENT NOOR MOHAMMAD TARAKI WAS TAKING OVER 
"PERSONAL CONTROL” OF THE AFGHAN MILITARY FORCES, BUT DELE- 
GATING TO HAFIZULLAH AMIN RESPONSIBILITY FOP PROSECUTING THE 
REGIME’S COUNTERINSURGENCY CAMPAIGN AND AUTHORITY OVER THE 
DAILY AFFAIRS OF THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, CLEARLY INDICATED 
THAT THE CURRENT LEADERSHIP PERCEI VED^T HE BATTLE AGAINST THE 
DOMESTIC OPPOSITION AS ITS PRIMARY TASK. GIVING THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY PORTFOLIO TO SHAH WALI — THE THIRD-RANKING POLITICAL 
FIGURE IN THE COUNTRY — DOES NOT REPRESENT ANY EROSION IN THE 
POLITICAL AUTHORITY OF AMIN, AND OBVIATES THE NEED FOR AMIN 

TO UNDERTAKE ANY FOREIGN TRAVEL AT THIS SENSITIVE JUNCTURE. 

ON THE CONTRARY, AMIN’S ENHANCED ROLE IN COMBATTING "FOREIGN 
AGGRESSION," COUPLED WITH SHAH WALI’S APPOINTMENT, SUGGESTS 

THAT AMIN WILL NOW HAVE EVEN MORE TIMF DEVOTE TO THE DOMESTIC 
SCENE. 
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4 . (C) ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED THAT AMIN WILL 
CARRY THE TITLE OF DEFENSE MINISTER, WAT ANJAR * S DEPARTURE TO 
INTERIOR LEAVES LITTLE DOUBT THAT AMIN WILL AT LEAST SERVE AS 
"ACTING" MINISTER OF DEFENSE. IN THIS REGARD, SOME OBSERVERS 
HERE BELIEVE THAT THE TRANSFER OF PROFESSIONAL MILITARY OFFICER 
WATANJAR WAS MADE IN ORDER TO PRECLUDE ANY MOVE BY THE AFGHAN 
MILITARY TO SEIZE POLITICAL POWER WITH THE HOPE OF DEFUSING 
DOMESTIC STRIFE. (IN THIS CONNECTION, V. ! AT ANJAR PLAYED A LEADING 
ROLE IN BOTH THE 1973 AND 1978 COUPS.) OTHERS, HOWEVER, FE r L THAT 
THE DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION HERE REPRESENTS PP IMA 

FACIE EVIDENCE OF VATANJAR'S INABILITY TO ACHIEVE POSITIVE 
RESULTS, AND, ACCORDING TO THIS REASONING, AMIN HAD TO STEP 
IN IF THE REGIME WERE TO HAVE ANY REAL CHANCE OF REVERSING 
ITS FORTUNES. 

5. (C) IF THESE PARTICULAR CAEINET CHANGES WERE DESIGNED TO 
PROVIDE A "NEW LOOK" OR "BROADER BASE” TO THE REGIME, AND 
THEREBY "MOLLIFY" THE OPPOSITION IN SOME MANNER , THEY IN 
THEMSELVES ARE WOEFULLY INADEQUATE, AND WILL D P03A5LY HAVE 
LITTLE, IF ANY, IMPACT ON THE COURSE OF DOMESTIC EVENTS. T 
GOVERNMENT FLAYERS INVOLVED HAVE BEEN ON THE SCENE SINCE 
THE REVOLUTION FIFTEEN MONTHS AGO, AND WE ANTICIPATE THAT NO 
ONE WILL TAKE ANY COMFORT FROM THIS "OLD VINE IN NEW 30TTLE C " 
APPROACH. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN, OF COURSE, WHETHER A V IN’S 
DIRECT PARTICIPATION WILL PRODUCE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS tm 
ELIMINATING THE INSURGENCY, BUT AT THE L E A C T , HIS NEW RES- 
PONSIBILITIES APPEAR TO PUT HIM IN CLOSER CONTACT V IT H THE 
MILITARY FORCES WHICH CONSTITUTE THE INCREASINGLY CRUCIAL 
PROP KEEPING THE DRA HOUSE STANDING. AMSTUTZ 

BT 
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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 8629* 

3.0. 12 0651 GDS 08/01/85 (SHERMAN, R) OR-P 
TAGS! PEPR PBOR SHUM PIAF 

SUBJECT! <C> ZIA NASSERY RETURNS WITH NEW PROJECT 

REFl (A) ISLAMABAD 7360 (B) I SL AMADYD6545 (C) PREVIOUS 
1 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. AFGHAN-AMERICAN ZIA NASSERY CONTACTED EMBOFF AUGUST 1 BY 
TELEPHONE AS HE TRANSITTED I SLAM A2 AD ON RETURN FROM US. It 
SAID HE SPENT PAST FEW WEEKS IN NEV YORK AND WASHINGTON BUT 
WAS UNABLE TO MAKE MANY USEFUL CALLS ON HILL DUE TO SUMMER 
TRAVEL BY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 
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3. Z IA EXPLAINED THAT HIS RETURN TO PESHAWAR- NOV IS T* INITI- 
ATE NEV PROJECT WHICH HE CALLS " PUSHT OON-AMER ICAN CLINIC FOR 
AFGHAN REFUGEES." THE CLINIC, KE SAYS, WILL BE ESTABLISHED 

IN PSHSAVAR CITY INITIALLY BUT EVENTUALLY WOVE TO LOCA- 
TION CLOSER TO AFGHA M/PAK FRONTIER. 

4. Z IA CLAIMS TO HAVE FLEDGES OF SUPPORT FROM AMERICAN 
INDIVIDUALS AND CORPORATIONS FOR MEDICAL SUPPLIES, FUNDS 
AW) PERSONNEL TO OPERATE THE CLINIC. HE SHIPPED HIS OWN 
VOLKSWAGEN VAN FROM NEW YORK TO SERVE AS AMBULANCE FOR 
PROJECT. HE PLANS TO HIRE LOCAL PAKISTANI DOCTORS TO 
MAN THE CLINIC UNTIL HE CAN GENERATE MORE SUPPORT AND 
RECRUIT AMERICAN DOCTORS, 

5. WHILE STARTING AS OUT-PATIENT CLINIC, ZIA -ENVISIONS 
THE OERATION EVENTUALLY GROWING INTO A REGULAR HOSPITAL. 

HE WAS NONCOMM IT AL ABOUT GOP SANCTION FOR THIS PROJECT. 

6. COMMENT* ZIA NASSERY TOLD EWBOFF THE CLINIC WILL BE 
HIS SOLE FOCUS ON THIS VISIT AND THAT HE WILL ONLY "WATCH 
AND LISTEN" TO DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN AFGHAN DISSIDENT GROUPS 
WITH WHICH HE HAS HAD. PAST CONTACT. * WILL REPORT CLINIC 
PROGRESS TO EMBOFF WHEN HE RETURNS TO ISLAMABAD IN A FEW 
WEEKS. 

7. WHILE WE ADMIRE ZIA*S ALTRUISM (WHICH WE FEEL IS SIN- 
CERE), VE EXPECT HE WILL RUN INTO MAJOR STUMBLING BLOCKS 
ERECTED BY GOP DUE BOTH TO 8URAUCRATIC INERTIA AND 
SENSITIVITIES ABOUT ZIA*S PAST ACTIVITIES. 

HUMMEL 
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E.O. 120651 IDS-1 7-31-99 (FLATIN, BRUCE A;) OR-M 
TAGS t PEER, FINS* IF* LT 

SUBJECT: (S) LIBYAN SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN INSURGENTS 
REF: TRIPOLI 1165 (NOTAL) 

1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT*) 


2. LIBYA S SUPPORT FdB THE AFGHAN INSURGENTS (REFTEL) IS 
CONSISTENT WITH TIE ATTITUDE THE LOCAL LIBTAN XMBASST HAS 
TAKEN TOWARD KABUL'S KHALQI REGIME SINCE THE REFOLUTION 


OF APRIL 27-25, 1976. SHORTLY AFTER THAT ITENT, THE 
KHALQIS MADE AN EFFORT TO DISGUISE THEIR MARXIST-LXNINIST 
COLORATION BT SUCH PHRASES AS VI SUPPORT ISLAM*" WHEN 
HI FIRST HEARD THAT PHRASE, LIBTAN AMBASSADOR EL HADI 
OMAR EL HIRIK ACIDLY OBSERTED TO THE THEN AMERICAN AMB- 
ASSADOR THAT THERE IS A BIG DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A MAN'S 
SATING THAT HE 'RESPECTS' ISLAM AND HIS SATING THAT HE IS 


A MUSLIM. 


I 


3. WE HATE FOUND LIBTAN DIPLOMATS AT KABUL WELL INFORMED 
AND REALISTIC ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN. AMSTUTZ 
BT 
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DEPT. ALSO FOR: A/SY/CC 
KARACHI: FOR RSS 

E.O. 12065 : GDS 8-5-85 CFLATIN, BRUCE A.) OR-P 
TAGS: ASEC, PINS, AF, PK, IR 

SUBJECT: (LOU) 'AN INITIAL EVALUATION OF THE BALA HISSAR MUTINY 
REF: KABUL 5942 

1. <S - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMARY: KABUL WAS AGAIN CALM ON AUGUST 6, FOLLOWING 
SEVERE FIGHTING THE PREVIOUS DAY BETWEEN MUTINOUS AFGHAN 
TROOPS AND FORCES LOYAL TO THE KHALQI REGIME. AFTER RE- 
STORING ORDER, THE LATTER CLAIMED THAT THE TROUBLE HAD 
BEEN CAUSED BY "THE AGENTS OF PAKISTANI AND IRANIAN RE- 
ACTION." THIS WAS AMONG THE MOST SERIOUS CHALLENGES THE 
KHALQI REGIME HAS YET FACED -- AND IT SHOWED ITSELF CAPABLE 
OF HANDLING IT. HOWEVER, THE EIISODE FORESHADOWED GROWING 
PROBLEMS FOR THE KHALQI REGIME AND ITS SOVIET MENTORS. END 
OF SUMMARY. 
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3. AS DAWN ROSE OVER KABUL ON AUGUS, THE CITY WAS 
SULLENLY QUIET, AND UNDER THE FIRM CONTROL OF THE KHALQI 
REGIME. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE CONTINUED CLOSURE OF A 
FEW STRATEGIC STREETS, TRAFFIC WAS ALLOWED TO FLOW FREELY 
— OVER PAVEMENTS TORN BY SPEEDING TANK TREADS THE PRE- 
VIOUS AFTERNOON. 

4. MOST OF THE AUGUST 5 FIGHTING APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN CEN- 
TERED AT AND NEAR KABUL'S ANCIENT BALA HISSAR FORTRESS, 

SCENE OF BATTLES OVER SEVERAL CENTURES. ESSENTIALLY, THE 
MAJOR CONFLICT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN BETWEEN MUTINOUS TROOPS 
IN THAT AREA AND ARMORED UNITS, WHO REMAINED LOAYL 

TO THE KHALQI REGIME. EXACTLY WHAT INITIATED THE FIGHTING 
IS STILL UNCLEAR. SOME KNOWLEDGEABLE OBSERVERS 

THINK THAT A BALA HISSAR UNIT LAUNCHED THE MUTINY, BUT THAT THE 
BACKUP FORCES THE MUTINEERS HAD DEPENDED UPON SUBSEQUENTLY 
CHICKENED OUT. ALTHOUGH MUTINOUS TROOPS WERE FIGHTING INSIDE THE 
BALA HISSAR, THE RED KHALQI FLAG WAVED OVER THE FORTRESS 
DURING THE ENTIRE BATTLE. THIS INDICATES THAT THEY PROBABLY NEVER 
GAINED FULL CONTROL OVER THAT ENTIRE MILITARY COMPLEX. THE 
AUGUST 5 MUTINY, LIKE THE HAZARA SHI’A UPRISING OF JUNE 
23, FAILED TO IGNITE ANY SIGNIFICANT SUPPPRTING ACTION ELSE- 
WHERE IN THE CITY, ALTHOUGH THERE WERE ISOLATED FIRING IN- 
CIDENTS THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT AROUND KABUL. 
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5. ALTHOUGH IT IS DIFFICULT TO EVALUATE THE CASUALTIES 

AND PROPERTY DAMAGE AT THIS TIME BECAUSE SOME OF THE PRIMARY 
AFFECTED AREAS ARE STILL CORDONED OFF BY GOVERNMENT FORCES, 

=S5" SIVE TANK FIRE AND GUNSHIP FIRE WAS PUMPED 

INTO THE BALA HISSAR NEIGHBORHOOD FOR OVER TWO HOURS IN 

UJ]?i CAL EXAMPLE 0F KHALQI OVERKILL TACTICS. ONE AFGHAN 
SOURCE, WHO LATER WAS ABLE TO GET NEAR TO THE BATTLE SITE. 
REPORTS THAT LARGENUMBERS OF MUTINOUS TROOPS WERE SLAUGH- 
TERED. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO WAY OF VERIFYING CASUALTY 
ZlfWZSp WE DID NOTE DURING THE BATTLE WHAT APPEARED TO BE 
GOVERNMENT FIRING AT TROOPS FLEEING OVER THE SHERDARWAZAH 
MOUNTAINSIDE THAT OVERLOOKS THE BALA HISSAR. WE ALSO NOTED 
HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS FIRING IN THE VICINITY OF THE KABUL - 
LOGAR ROAD. THIS MIGHT HAVE BEEN DIRECTED AT FLEEING MUTINEERS. 

6. THE MODD IN KABUL TODAY IS SULLEN AND RESENTFUL. IT IS 
TYPIFIED BY AN AFGHAN WHO MUTTERED TO AN EMBASSY OFFICER: 

'tJL 0NLY THEY DID N0T HAVE those PLANES, WE MUSLIMS WOULD 
J AXE £ A * E 0F THEM ” THIS COMMENT, INCIDENTALLY, ILLUSTRATES 
THE EFFICACY OF THE KHALQI S’ HARDHITTING RETALIATORY TACTICS. 
THEY DO PRODUCE A SOBERING, INTIMIDATING EFFECT ON ANYONE 
WHO IS CONTEMPLATING ENTERING INTO THE FRAY. 

BT 
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DEPT. ALSO FOR: A/SY/CC 


KARACHI: FOR RSS 

E. 0. 12065: GDS 8-5-85 (FL4TIN, BRUCE A.) OR-P 

7. COMMENT : THE BALA HISSAP BATTLE OF AUGUST 5 ALSO ILLUSTRATED 
ONE OF THE MAIN V/EAKtNSSES OF THE KHALQI REGIME: THEM 

E - 

TERIORATING RELIABILITY OF ITS REGULAR TROOPS. IT ALSO 
ILLUSTRATED AT THE SAME TIME AN IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF 
THE CONTINUING STRENGTH OF THE TOUGH, TENACIOUS KHALQI 
LEADERSHIP: THE FIRM SUPPPORT OF THE COUNTRY’S KEY FORC^c. 

SUCH AS COMMANDO UNITS, ARMORED BRIGADES, AND T H* 7 AIR FORCE 
AS IN THE REVOLUTION OF APRIL 27-28, 1978, THE TANK AGAIN 
PROVED ITSELF TO 3E A KEY WEAPON IN SECURING THE CONTROL 
OF KABUL. TO A LESSER DEGREE, THIS WAS ALSO TRUE OF THE 
HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS. AS WAS THE CASE DURING THE JUNE 23 
UPRISING, THE KHALQIS AGAIN MADE QUICK USE OF 
THEIR PROPAGANDA ASSETS: DROPPING LEAFLETS FROM HELI- 
COPTERS, MAKING ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM SOUND TRUCKS, 

AND ISSUING BUSINESSLIKE RADIO AND TELEVISION BULLETINS, 


8. THE AUGUST 5 BATTLE WAS A MUCH MORE SERIOUS CHALLENGE 
TO THE KHALQI REGIME THAN THE HAZARA SHI'A UPRISING OF 
JUNE 23 HAD BEEN. IN THIS LATTER CASE, THE GROWING PRO- 
BLEM OF DISAFFECTION WITHIN MILITARY RANKS DISPLAYED IT- 
SELF IN THE CAPITAL — IN F1ULL VIEW OF THE AFGHAN ELITE 
AND FOREIGN OBSERVERS. SINCE THE MILITARY AND POLICE DE- 
FECTIONS OF THE HERAT UPRISING IN MARCH AND THE MUTINY 
AT THE JALALABAD ARMY BASE IN APRIL, THERE HAVE BEEN RE- 
PEATED REPORTS OF DESERTIONS AND DFECTIONS OF AFGHAN UNITS 


ENJ 

GED AGAINST REBEL FORCES ALL OVER AFGHANISTAN, SOME OF 
THE UNITS INVOLVED HAVE BEEN LARGE, PERHAPS UP TO BATTALION 
AND REGIMENTAL SIZE. ALTHOUGH THE KEY UNITS AROUND 
KABUL REMAIN LOYAL AND EFFECTIVE — AS THEY PROVED THEM- 
SELVES AGAIN ON AUGUST 5, THIS HEMORRHAGING OF MANPOWER IS 
LIKELY TO CONFRONT THE KHALQIS AND THEIR SOVIET 
MENTORS WITH SOME TOUGH CHOICES. UNTIL NOW, THE USSR HAS 
BEEN ABLE TO KEEP THE TARAKI-AMIN OPERATION AFLOAT THROUGH 
GENEROUS INJECTIONS OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT, MILITARY MATERIEL 
AND MILITARY ADVISORS. THE LATTER HAVE BECOME STEADILY 
MORE NUMEROUS — PERHAPS NOW TOTALLING SOME 2,000 — AND 


THEY HAVE BEEN ENTERING INTO DIREIQ 

COMMAND ROLES IN SOME 

UNITS. THEREFORE, THE NATURE OF THE SOVIET COMMITMENT 
APPEARS TO BE EVOLVING THROUGH STAGES NOT TOO UNLIKE THOSE 
THE USG WENT THROUGH IN" VIETNAM (E.G., THE GRADUAL SOVIET 
ASSUMPTION OF CONTROL OVER BAGRAM AIR BASE). 


$ 


9. iNJViEW OFTHE WORSENING MANPOWER SITUATION, 

KH ALOIS COULD EVENTUALLY ASK THE SOVIETS 
T$ UP -THEIR ANTE HERE BY CONTRIBUTING SOME COMBW OS UNITS. 
J UNE POSSIBLE SCENARIO THE SOVIETS MAY CONSIDER IS THE 
ASSIGNMENT OF SPECIAL COMBAT 

RtES TO KABUL, JALALABAD, 

AND -634 (3 6 LOCATIONS "TO PROTECT SOVIET CIVILIANS" THERE. 
(NOTES KABUL'S MIKROYAN HOUSING DISTRICT FOR SOVIETS HAD 
-HE A WY^W IL IT AR Y PROTECTION- DURfNG THE AUGUST 5 FIGHTING.) 
'Z&TQ? COMMENT. 

40. SECURITY NOTE: NO AMERICANS WERE AFFECTED BY THE AUGUST 
5 FIGHTING. THE U. S. MISSION IS CONDUCTING NORMAL OPERA- 
TIONS. 


BT 
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